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CIIUpCII UNION SOCIETY.— .Tlw (pllwing iaUte «• 
Irict from <hc scrmoD of th.i Rcr. PrcK-ndnry X«ar, prc-nchcil 
in the Cfttliednil, on ihn MiniVtrxHry (if tlio Cliun-h Uiiiwn 
Soriotf , AtiprtflO, TrfMiiis lo the lute Pn-Ix-ndarj- DAKSEY. 
Wbicli wn nlliidc^V tn In Oiif lunf Joiitiuil : — 
' And tliM SocK-ty liiay wuH'romiiid ua uf iiimthcr, who bus iiot. 
)»>ii*r Ai^tn Tt.'pti liikcn frt)i« uh, dikI wlios l*/ !'»« Ictiroing tuiil ut-- 
tiTiiv; by n dpviition (if flu-, pomrs l:oili of IiIk iiiiiui aiut. 
l•ol^r Ki (Ik smii-c nf t|ic> Clii|n-li in this iliutvfo, oiiil indn-d in. 
H wider "plii-n-. t<■^tititfl tlint lic'dt'^inMl '' to ilu gixxl, " und to 
follow till! piAiuipIti of hii>,KHvioiir, Chri8l. Jt nflt liH|i to illiu- 
Irad! our *ubjt^t-t ; and it will \ie ri;(ht ob the flret iiiiiiivcivary 
«»f this Socioiy siiicu lii« dcftili,;— a Sopit'ly the objerlD of wliidi 
\w fnvnilr promototl, ttml uT wldch Iw wtcd oa Sn-n'tary for 
HMiiy ycnm, — if I dwell for ufew minutpx on iIh^ iiu-iiiory of 
M'illLntii I>d»F(y, Prcbondury of lhi« Cnlhcdriil, ntula Ptiriili 
Prii-st ill thin diot-i-Hii. Fur lh<* ^l^t frwycnm, fnnn il]rKi<s and 
iiilinitilv. he liii* n-tin-d fruiii tl.t^ ition- iirtivc ^irvJca of his 
iniiMcr, ini t I <f|iifulhi><l his ivork to (i(hi>r hands, Hut »» no 
1o(r!i hi i-k SII1II1I iMi or tttuMly j-curw, w« And thic iimu of GinI 
4tii('ki>ni.il hiiDM-lf niiil fiitifkcninjr olhcn forcinuxt in works by 
which he iiiiws|ioiiki'lh, intlic buiklinif uiidrc^itorinjrof chun-hcri 
tind rrlifHili', in thu work of miMionf, in giithcrin^ np ihc nlniH of 
f)iurclinii-n, to oxwnd on iiiiuiy rnnw of ni-eil. Ami tlioupih 
tlm.' nclivclv cni|iliijcd, ho ncplccled not that important part of 
(•very niinirtrr's work — tho "attfiKlaiut; loreiidhijt" — iIjc giving 
IiintM-lf lo ftmly — iK-c-ominK himticlf h>«rn<>(l, that he mijclit bcl- 
liT lem-'i olln'rv. Tho boolw that he litu left behind him testify 
to this. Ity Ihi-M'he hiu dmwnforlhfromobFOurityniuch which 
UM;;lit oiliLTwiHr liiiva pcrii<lieil ; by tliosc he halt aided tliu 
more full organizHtiun of the Clinndi tliroiif;hout lliU an<l 
oiiirr diuri'scA ; by theschc may help tlie revival and good or- 
dering' ur Uunil-lievttnal Clmptcrx, ait to the Buceesa of which, at 
■ the prciwnt time, wu in tliie diocese havo reason to be hopeful. 
TliiK SiM^cly he grvatly a«siiitcd whilst ho acted aa its Secretory ; 
ihc work that it was set on foot to do he hail earnestly at heart, 
aiidhcingenjra promoter of order and discipline, he loved it, and 
gave hiiniielf to il, becanso (touM: hitown wonli) he"GOtuiidered 

^,. it as a|4>roxiiiiating in its roncroihin at iMst nearer loa truo 
I ehureh^rganization add action, with law of a Mcuhtr air and clm- 

- '' meter about it, and more of n comprehensive catholic bcncticcnc* 
in any inatitutionof modern <hiye." Ho "desired to extend 
I itdmackineryby bnincltassoeiutionsitilo the rural deaneries (rf the 
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^iueci'c,'' and ibiis togiithcr logclher ioto od« commoi) fund, tlw 
alnu of the cliuritubk-, that thi-y ini<;litbe diRtribiitedby autbor- 
izcd aknonent to the different nc(;eggit1o8 of the Church. ThtUr 
in theoij )U)d' practice, by hia life and conveniation, b^ goodly 
thoughts i^d dc«d*, did he seek, like his grvot Mmster, whose 
Mlan^rd he itirely Kit be/ore .him, wid with whom wc trust iw 
nowliyesLlo " ge about ^inp good ; ," and ofjiimne may humbly 
wiid^opeitully wId, in the won'^o^ the tukt, both of h& life and 
dentil, tliat -' God van wUh Liiu." 
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EnEPOTHrOM TAP FENEAN nPOTHN, 
EXIKMIAZON AE KATA PEMOX DATEPON' 

zeiZOl PAP B2MEN, KAI OYK OIAAHEN, 
SKIA OE EZTIN HHON BIOZ EHI THX PHZ' 

H OYK Orroi ZE AIAAXOYZI, KAI ANArPBAOTZI ZOI, 
K&l EK KAPAIA2 AYTON EIAXOTZ[ PHMATA ; 
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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 



THE LORD BISHOP OF SALISBURY 



THIS HUMBLE ATTEUPT 



TO ILLUSTRATE THE OFFICE 



9SAK Itia&flS, 



3 DIOICATID. 



AS A TOKEN OF OFFICIAL AND PERSONAL RESPECT, 



BY HIS LORDSHIP'S 
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vws «nvf««]ii. 
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Asnot. Eaobittn. can. lvii. a.d. ccclxiv. 



« OPOBTET IM VILtll KT TlCl* BPIBCOPOI OBDlHARt, lEU VtaiUttttt, ID 1 



CCoRtfl. Vidnciu can. xiii. a-d. dcocl. 

VBOFTtK AUmiTAM BKOA FDI-ULUM DBI CVBAH, lIMOVLtl fLBBlBUB Bltt il lrirta- 
t VDLDHDI; «D1 MOM SOLUM WPEBITI VDLSI SOLICIT UDI HEM SBXAMT, 
KDK PBZSBTTBBOBDM, ftVI PBR MINOBKI TITULOt HABITAVT, 



■f opua KxBKciAT, xpitcopo aco KXIrUHTinrT. 



ftfhMn'* ttebtx ^t. lEoIrt. tit.xui. cap.iiii. 
The donyttn^ bad i 



TSE BFIBCOPAI. IBE ; TILL, IM THB CODHCIL OF LAOUICKA, AMN. 360, IT WAS 
OAIHES, THAT HO BISBOFB BHOUUl BE FLACBD IK COUKTBT VILLAGE!, BUT OHJ 

nEPiOABTTAl, ittnnaiit ob Vi»ttt»t Vrntslnv. 
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NoN abs re mihi vifum eft fore, 11 qusepiam afierrem, ut 
facili^s ad memoriara revocarentur ranctifTima prionim inftituta> 
quibus obferratis, noftra Christiana respublica et aucta eft femper 
et confervata. joh. franc, pici, mirahdvlx domini, De Rtfornumdia 
Morihu$ Oratio. FASCICULUS rerum, p. 417. 

HE object of the following pages is Ji^cientfy 
explained by the title preyed to them. The 
circumjiances, to which their commencmtent, pro- 
grefs, and completion are owing — though of Utile 
ingmrtance — may be thus briefly Jiated. 

Having been requefled by no/ venerable diocefan.joon f^er his 
accejion to the fee of Sarum (A.D. mdcccxxv.), to accept the appoint- 
ment of miBl bean — then recently revived m the diocefe — / was 
naturally dejirous of obtaining what ittformation I could on the 
hi/lory and conjiiiution of the office. ^ 

Digitized .y Google 



Though latterward fallen into difufe and decay in moji diocefes of 
Great Britain and Ireland, it was ettdejit that the rural iDtans^fp had 
once formed an e//ential and influential part of the machinery of our 
iQuntrg t{inrc^|iolfn : while, in the exiJUng condition of the in/iitution, 
vejiiges of its elder and better economy af^eared, sifffident to excite 
attention and intereji,and to challenge inquiry inio its by-gone days. 
But how and where curiojity was to be gratified by further intefli- 
gation, was a queflion more eajily Jiarted than replied to. 

Ordinary books of reference, glqffaries, and digefls of church-law, 
rather awakened curiosity than fatisfied it ; and erijling functiojta- 
ritStfo far from having any knowledge of the paft hijlory of their 
charge, were {too like the wrUer) ir^ffidmily acquainted even with 
its prefent capacities. — Where, then, was a titan rttral, in his novi- 
ciate, to look for f tether iq/iruction f TheoreticaUy and practically 
ignorant of rati-lKCiinBl poUty, how was he to fuf^ly the man^dd 
defects of ThomaJ^n, Van Efpen, Gibfon, Bum, and other cattonifls, 
and, for Ms own amufement and edific<Uion, to re-con/iruct the office 
m the fukiefi of its original type ? 

There was, apparently, but one courfe open — to fet to work on 
hit own account — to go to thefountam-heads of intelligence — 

lot^TOS accedere fontea, 

Atque hanrire 

— to explore the archives of eeele/tq/iical antiquity, and ft^fy the 
defiderata of ejatomijis by more extenjtve perfonal refearches. 

Let it fnffice, that this courfe was determined on, and forthwith 
commenced; though without ar^ the mofl dijiant thoi^ht,at the time, 

t ,C,oogk 



yufatt. ■ vii 

of l^mg the re/itlt be/ore the public. With a mew to my own 
injiruction alone, and with no ulterior olfject, I began, in tite 
intervals of more important Jiudies and avoctUiona, a diligent exami- 
nation of the tomes of the Councils, foreign and domeftic, and an 
extenfive perufal of works devoted to Ike hijiory, antiquities, and 
dydpline of the Church ; carefully noting down whatever, in the courfe 
of my reading, aj^ared to throw any light on the particular object 
ofnof investigation — the economy of the of/kiofbtati ratal'. 

The accidental difcovery, about this time, within the precincts of my 
own btamp, of an autograph fheet on the fame fubject by a former 
bran, tended not a little to quicken my antiquarian ardour. This 



( ' ) The General ColUctton (^ Couitalt referred to in the cotirfe of this work, under 
the ufaal abbrevi&tion of S8. CC, b that edited hj Colet with Manfi's Supplement. 
Willdiis'B Concilia MagTta BritannuB el IBbemite fo entirely fuperfede Spdman's, 
that the former, under the dtle of CC. M. B. el H., are alone quoted. The ConcUia 
GtrmaniiB, by Schannat, Hartzheiin, Scboll, and Neilfen, I r^ret, did not find their 
way to my library tiU the greater part of the flieets had been worked off. Some few 
novel items of mti-tutsnal duty, fcattered through that valuable collection, are con- 
feqnently lofl to the body of the work. It was impolGble to incorporate them at the 
Ihea printed pages ; and to have added them aa foot-notes at the vacant ends of 
chapters would have been attended with more trouble and expenfe than the infor- 
mation they uonveyed feemed to juftify. It is fome fatis&ctioa, however, that the 
Pracmdal and Diocefan CoUecHoru of many German and Belgian churches (before 
in my pofTefrion) had anticipated the mod important branches of huBiial fervice 
found in the General Collection.' 

Sim, that nodui^ might he wanting in illnftration of continental nfages, which it 
was in my power to fnpply, I have been indnoed to add to the ftpprnbix of docu- 
ments, in the hnlb, all fnch canons, articles, and inftructions, from the collection 
alluded to, as circnmfiancnB, over which I had no controul, prevented my incorpo- 
rating ia the claflified functions of earlier pages. 
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viii ^rtfact. 

wat an Addrefs to the Clergy of the Stcanau of Chalke, in/ John 
Priaulx, D.D. on the occqfion of Ms aj^iniment to the charge of 
btan-niral by Bijhop Seth Ward, A.D. mdclxvii., and profejfed to 
give a brief account of the nature, ufe and end of the ofSce : — 
wider wfmh title, it was committed to the prefs, with a few esjtlanatoty 
notes, and ajhort memoir of the author, in the year mdcccxxxii.' 

At this point, perhaps — after having fulfilled the Jubordinate duty 
of an editor— It had been wj/e in me to have arrejled my pen, and 
taken leave of the public ; fenfible as I had gradually become, in the 
progrefa of noj labours, that undertakings, of the nature of the 
prefent, cannot be brought to afatisfactory completion, tn the retire- 
ment of a country parfonage, by a private individual, eryoying neither 
opportunities of intercourfe with others, more converfant than himfelf, 
with the objects of his refeardi ; nor with books, more pregnant with 
information, than thofe on his ownfhelves ; — not able, from his paro- 
dtial engagements, to vxfit muniment^ooms and regifier-qffices, and 
too utterly unknown to the pi^lvc rightfully to folicit, or reafonably 
to expect, attention to inquiries by letter: — "Cogito, qu&m fit 
magnum dare aliquid in manus hominum : nee perfuadere mihi 
pofTum, Don et cum multis et faepe tractandum, quod placere et 
Temper et omnibus cupias." 

Could I have forefeeo, atjirji, the difficulties and d^advantages 



(') br. Priauli's little Tract is reprinted in the fSypndlfx — Salisbury Doctanentt. 
The tract and notes being frequently referred to in the tourfe of .the following work, 
the editor thought it better to annex them. The notes of Hi'ib fecoitd edition contain 
much new matter, the refult of ferther refean:h upon the fubjecta treated of in the 
learned Doctor's text. 
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^ufatF. ix 

IJhould have to contend with in preparing thefe Jheets for the 
prefs, and which J have been able only imperfectly to overcome by 
tncreafcd labour and expence, however d^firous of adding to my 
own kntfwledge of bfcanal polity, I certain^ Jhotdd never have 
thought of imparting it to others ; — had I earlier felt them, I had 
never piedged myfelf that Dr. Priaulx's little Breviary Jhould be 
followed, after a time, by a more copious and formal treatife of my 
own. But I had been guilty of this imprudence at an early period 
of my labours. I hadfsen the annexed Jheets gradually increajing 
in number and matter, far beyond what was required to gratify 
perfonal curiofity, or to capacitate a Sean rnral /or the fatitfactory 
fulfilment of the abridged duties of his calling (the original incen- 
tives to the undertaking) ; — and, in an evil hour, I ventured to 
tinnk, far too hajiily, that what bad given me amufement in tke 
compilation might poffibly impart the fame to other btans rural in 
the perufal—at a time, more efpecially, "xhen the qffice was being 
rejiored in many of the diocefes of Great Britain and Ireland. ■ 

It was then that I thought, fame day or other, of throwing thefe 
notes and extracts — " disjecta membra" — into a readable Jhape, 
and pledged myfelf to their publication. 

The appearance of the prejent volumes Jhews the effort made to 
return that pledge, — with what fuccefs, others muji decide, — the 
author himfelf alone vouching for the arduoufnefs if the tajk. 
Driven to depend abnoji exclujively on my private refources (for, 
with the exception of three or four valuable communications, J have 
received no extraneous aid), I felt it incumbent on me to perfevere 
leiih patient refolution, and to fpare neither trouble nor expence in 

b LyCOOglC 



amaffing information, and rendering the pubUcalhn, to which I had 
committed mt(felf, as perfect as circvmftances •would allow. 

According^, I procured, " vel prece vel pretio'," evertf printed 
volume Hkeltf to afford the leaji injiruction on the topics of my 
inquiry : — / examined, culled, digejied, and arranged, to the hefi 
<f my humble ability, all the notices iUuJirative of the ancient and 
modem economy of the btcanal offite of llie tounti^ : — heterogeneous 
and widelyfcattered as I found them, in works, for the mojl part, of 
unwieli^ bulk and expenfiice rarity, I reduced them into * fome fort 

(') lie only important works bearing oa (be fnbject, which I have not been 
able, either in B^land or on the Continent, to pnrcbaTe, borrow, or ereii obtain * 
fig^t of, are Zeltner'a TraiAaiu* de ^ttioDnitfe Veterii Ecclejia ReJUtuendtM, and 
Schmidt's DyfartaUo de Synodia ArMdiaeonorvm et 9ixtHfVt%1>^tatma» in Oer- 
tnomd. The former might probably have thrown fome fiirtber light on the origin of 
btaM mial in the Cbriftian drarch, the latter on their tapitulat dotiea. Morifan'a 
Diatriha de ^xotoftfii — a work of rarity in this conntry — long eluded my refearch; 
but it at laft tnmed up at a lale of Biblical curioGties at GhenL Zeltner and 
Schmidt remun, at the prefent hour, among the Opu^uia Defidtmta of my library ; 
and I (hall feel greatly obliged to any of my readers, who can put me in the way of 
procuring them. 

(*) The arrangement of the work needs all the qualification here given to it. It 
is confefledly perplexed and nnfatis&ctory. But, in deprecation of cenfnre, I would 
plead the necellity of compiling it, as it were, piece-meal, and the difficulty of calling 
into a readable ftiape coniiifed and mnltifarions fcraps, fo collected. Faults of com- 
polition and daffiiicatiou, now manifeft in print, were not fo perceptible in mann- 
fcript, or tbey would have been corrected. Even, at the prefent time, an eSbrt 
would be made by traufpofition and condenfatiou, to amend manifold blemiflies (for 
much of the teit might be abridged, and much again might defcend into the foot- 
notes), but that I am ajhud, if I were to begin to cancel, I fhould fcarce know 
where to flop ; and perhaps, in the end, (hould change the efTentinl character of the 
work — which is intended rather as an explanatory index to the writings of others 
(more particularly to ConcUinr CoUeeliotu) tiian aa an original work on mti-tUtaaal 
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^rrfate. xi 

of order and arrang&netU. Not a few extracts alfo from unpub- 
lifhed in». / incorporated in the text, and entire documenti in the 

Some of the extracts from books will be found, I am afraid, not 
firictfy m ke^ng with the title. I have digrejfed a little (more 
perhaps than was necejfaxy), in order to elucidate the rural economy 
of the elder Greek church {the mother-church of Chrijlendom) — the 
eqfiem t^oxtfiitofatt (the prototype, as is faid, of our wejiern axt^l- 
prrabgtnale) — and the incardination of presbyters on country cures. 
And, while alluding to fuch " irrelevant excwfions," yet farther, I 
fear, rx^ft I implore the reader's patience during the many pages 
derated to the rural polity of the Britifh and Anglo-Saxon churches, 
the in/iitution of ecde^q/iical parifhes, and location ofpriejis therein. 
I^ftlytfof a long foot-note or two annexed to this d^rtmcnt~~on 
thejirji introduction of Chriftianity into our i/iand — on the evidence 
of its uninterrupted continuance among us, and of that of its primi- 
tive apoJloUcal minijiry, and the independence of the latter of the 
church and b^hop of Rome — / have nojujiification to allege, but the 
deep intereji of thejubjects to every Protejlant EngUfhman. 

On the facts and references adduced, fuch as they are, the reader 
may rely with imjdidt cor^dence. At leaji, lamfure, J have not 
intentionaUy fflu/ed Amt on any one ^ngle point : — ouk Uliv i^aftap- 
T^w, m Plato's words, d?A' &na6i<} 70 i^- ff^ *""> *' isjromfheer 
ignorance, not from wilful mi/reprefentation. Every fact has its 
voucher in Juxta-pojttion ; unlefs, perchance, from mere inad- 
vertency, a marginal reference has been omitted. And, to atone for 
fuch om^on (^ fuch there be), it will be found, on other occa/ions, 
b2 Coog\<: 
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tkat two or more authorities have been cUed in proof of one and the 
fame fact ; that the more curiota reader might have greater oppor- 
tunitiea of purfuing thefubject, ai his Idfure, and authenticating the 
veracity of the author. 

To guard againji mi/conception, as much as poj^ble, I have 
thought ^t. Hie the Annaliji of the Rrformaiion, "tofet doum things 
in the very words of the records and originals, and of the authors 
themfeives, rather thrni in mf own, without framing and dre^ffing them 
into more modem language : whereby the fenfe is fure to remain 
entire, as the writers meant it. Whereas by quoting too curiou/ly 
to change and model words and fentenees, the ^finfe itjelf is often 
obferved to be marred and difguifed." I have generally allowed the 
councils of the different churches to fpeak in their own canonical 
language — Greek, Latin, French — and the cited glo^ariographers 
and tegi/is have tlie fame privilege of communication. It had been 
an implied ir^ult to a modem bean rural to have fuppofed him tnca- 
pable of holding converfe with ecclefiajiics (f dijlant times and clones 
in other language than his vernacular. For the fame reqfon, the 
documents of the appen&d are left in their original tongue, fave thofe 
of the church of RuJ^a alone, which it was thought better to tranjlate 
for the EngUfh reader. 

Ifhotdd have been glad to have rendered the hifiortcal notices of 
the infiitution of beans rntal, prefixed to each diocefe of England, in 
Part II. <f the ^fftntix, more perfect than, for the mq/i part, they 
are; and, with that view, I circulated, a feyr years fince, the queries^ 

(') Tile daU of the ^r/1 inflitution of raral Qcami in the different diocefes of 
Great Brittua and Irdand? 
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af the Jubjomed foot-note, Jolkiting information upon the points there 
fpeafied.- But, I regret to fay, with nery partial fucc^s. Very few 
replies were elicited ; andjcarce more than one to the extent required 
for perfecting the tutf-betanal hi/iory of any Jingle diocefe. I merely 
tnerUion thit, in order to account for defects in a department of the 
work which no indu/lry of mine could fupply. But I am rather 
inclined to attribtUe my d^ppointment to the witmportance of the 
queri^ (irfjjv 6?Jyav to v\iov t^j iKKJ\i]<rtas fxipoi, ovfi^ ofo/tarof ^^f 
imxmv) than to a want of intereji in thefuhject inquired about. 

Imperfect, however, as thefe volumes are, and no one can be more 
alive to their defects than the compiler himfelf, they will be found to 
contain a greater body of information on the fvbject of which they 
prcfefs to treat, than any work already before the public. Indeed, 
they profefs to bring under one point of view ' dl that has been 

By wham, (tnihop, archdeacon, or clei^, feparately or coojointly) of old, and at 
prefent, dected and appmnted in the fame ? — whether hy oral dedaratiob, or hy 
formal comnusBion m fcriplu ? — ^if the latter, the form oF inch inftmnientB ? — the 
dntiea entmfted to lusM nint in modem days, and the duration of theit tenancy of 
office ? — any peculiar nfages ? 

(') Nothing appertaining to the office of Dtan rural in any hiAorical, canonical, 
or condfiar collection, vritlun the compiler's knowledge, is omitted in the following 
pages. Under one or other of the many fections of the work, or its SppniOti. every 
item of dnty will be found, that has ever been exercifed by a Xutm itiial. Some 
qootationa, p^haps, may be incorrectly placed, and others may be deemed fcarce 
worthy of the notice taken of them, fo long after the penod at whidi they have 
ceafed to interefl: ns, in confeqnence of the abolition of the. dnties tbemfelvea by 
the Refbrmatioa. Bat, while I aik pardon for the former in the reafona already 
given in an earlier note, the latter mnft fland excufed in (he flrict and peremptory 
rule onder wUcb I placed myfdf, of excluding not&mg in the leafl degree bearing on 
thefubject. 
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wriUm on the nital Rrcfifpttsbsteral office, and thercbtf to/ave others, 
who may be ignorant of its iufiory, and curious to invejiigate it, the 
hiioi improbus of fearching for ihcmfdves amongst the originai 
authorities otd of which they are compiled. So thai, ^eoer our eccie- 
Jiq/iicat rulers Jhoidd think it advifable to revife this d^iartment cf 
churdi-difc^ne — to bejiow on their ntral belegatn more of a legal 
exigence than tk&f at prefent et^oy — to eJi(AUJh tittaa mral on a 
more uniform footing, than at this time obtains, throughout the 
diocefes of Great Britain and Ireland — and to give them incret^ed 
effidmxy by the legitimate rejioration of any portion of their anti- 
quated fimctions ; (atid there neoer was a time, feemingly, when it 
was more defirable to gioe * the utmoji effiaejuy to thofe eccle/tq/Hcal 
atUhorities which the tcifdom of owforrfiUhers in the Ckrijiian church 
hath interpqfed between the bijhop and the incumhent) — ^ any fuch 
genertd meqfurejhould be attended by thofe to whom alone it belongs 



(*) An addldanal reafon for the eftablilhment of biant nitxl apon (bme general 
and efficient fyflem at the prefent moment, will be fonnd in the pngected atxdition 
of peculiar jnrifdictioQB — an event moll fervently to be defired ; but wfaidi, if 
difcipline b to be effectually fuftained in thofe hitherto n^ected places, irill neeel^ 
farily require an increafe of paiodiial vifitora, fubfidiary to the diocefan and arch- 
deacon. 

The Report q^ the Ecdeju^icid Commifflon (A.D. mdcccxxxt.}. under the bead 
of IWriiory, fo^eftai " that it will be highly expedient to place erery paiifh within 
a btanXBi and every bcaafS wilhin an archdeaconry." And ftirther, " that all pariDiea, 
not fpeafied in the Beport, which are locally fitoate in one diocefe, but under the 
juriTdiction of the bUhop of another diocefe, Ihall become fnbject to the juiifdiction 
of the tnihop of the diocefe within which they are locally fitnate." Such places have 
been kUhaio exempt from tutf-bcnnul vifilation, and generally in a wretdwd condi- 
lum aa to dilcq>line. See ft. B. tt. Vol. t. pp. 200—320. 



zed.yG00g[e 



Iftxtiau. XV 

— the hierarchy of the kingdom — th^ may here fee the images of the 
ckureh in r^pect of the inJHtution, both ai home and abroad, cited and 
expounded, from the earlieji to the lateji period of its hijiory. 

In condufion, the reader is re/pectfullt/ Jblidted to bear in mind 
what the work profejis to be — An attempt (onb/ an attempt) to 
illuftrate, by a feries of notes and extracts, the name and title, the 
origin, appointment, and Junctions, perfonal and capitular, of rnral 
toana'. Such « the aim and object of the work : and it follows, of 
eourfe, that U muji be built up of a lengthened catalogue of auiho- 
ritiet, derived for the moji part from monuments of churchAegisla- 
twn ; — the author, or rather compiler, being a mere reporter of the 
dicta of others — a textuary, if you will, of canonijis and councils. 
Be it Jo/ I would not wijh to arrogate to my nAPEproN an origi- 
nality to which I well know it has no claim. 



To the following moji Rev. and Right Rev. Prelates, and others, 
I beg leave to tender my re/pectful and grateful acknowledgments, 
for information and documents communicated in furtherance of th^e 
labours, 

(') Tbe duties of the office are circamTcnbed by the extracts and anthoritiea quoted. 
I have, ia do care, gone beyoud the limitation they impofed on me. However 
defirable it mi^t have been, for the fake of filling up what was Hanting in an 
imperfect portraitore, to have taken a little more licence of defcription, I have 
preferred making the hell (how I could with the materials in hand, to any the le<^ 
departure iram authenticated facts, into the repon of fiction; — with the ud of which, 
peihaps, I mi^ have Ikelcbed a more perfect, and therefore more attractive picture, 
but its tikenefs to the ori^al might have been, in the fame degree, doubtful. 
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To the ArcMtiJkpp of Canterbury— for a ct^ of the Cominiinon 
of raral tiran, lately tyed in thai dioce/e, on the occajion of the office 
being revived ; — and for on ur^licited licence to confidt any uiorkt 
bearing on thefuJ^ect ofOtam taral m* the Lambeth Library ; — 
which, I regrH, J have not been able to avail myfelfof, in confequence 
of my dijiance from the metropolis, and the more important calls of 
parochial duty. 

To the Bifkop of London—for an interefiing commtmication on the 
modem u/ages of the diocefe of Chejler — and for a reference to 
Mr. Ward (the deputy regiflrar of that fee), as capable of fupplying 
the more ancient cufioms : — whereby the 3p|itnl)fx of IBoctiinenis has 
been augmented with many curious, or^nal infiruments of ticcana[ 
inftitution, patents, ^c.> not before made public ; — the ftane having 
been mofi courtcoufly ftij^ed by Mr. Ward, immediately on op- 
plication. 

To the fame learned Prelate— for fuch information as the regiflry 
of the diocefe of London qffmrda rejpecting the fuppofed primary 
itt/iitution, and fubfequent revival of the order of niral beans in that 
fee ; and for copies of the Commiffion and Inftructions lately made 
life of by his Lord/hip. 

To tlie Bifhop of Salisbury, my refpected dioc^an—for the loan of 
two accttrate tranfcripts of documents connected with the fee of Sarum 

(') By the kiad afliftance of the Rev. W. Vani, prebendary of Winchefier, and 
late chaplain to the Ardihbhop of Canterbury, I haTe^been enabled to procure, Ironi 
the Lambeth Library, a copy of the Patent of Dr. Briggs, as ttan of Southmalling 
ID the county of SnlTex. The Infirtaneat will be found under the fection of the 
S|ipenhix devoted to the diocefe of Chichester. 
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(beautiful^ copied Jrom the original fiRt%. by Mr. W. T. Alckin of 
SouthatT^on, under the eye, arid atthecoji of Bijhop Burge/t) — the 
Ferns XUfffstram ^antti Osmunlif, and the Xolitfte ^ttil £pisco{rf 
obaruni ;^Jrom both of tohich, much injiruction has been received, 
and much valuable unpubUJhed matler, appertaining to the diocefe of 
Sarum, has been added to tlie Sotamenlatp Sifftniix. 

To the Bijhop of Lincoln— for the modern ufages of the diocefe of 
Lincoln — in one of the archdeaconriea of which, the office has been 
lately revived, after a longfujpenfion. 

To the Bijhop of Peterborough— for the exijiingjiate of the injli- 
tution in the diocefe of Peterborough. 

To the Bijhop of Worcejier—for documents connected with tlte 
rejloraiion of the office in that diocefe. 

To the Bijhop of Llandqf—for a liji of the rural Utanxits of the 
diocefe of Llandaff", their subdivi^ons, and the number, r^pectively, . 
of their contained parijhes. 

To tlte Bijhop of Bangor— for the Commiffion employed by the 
late Bifhop Mqjendie, and by htmfeff", in the fee of Bangor. 

To the Dean ofNorwich—for imprejions offeveral rare niri-iieanal 
feats, and a brief Hjiory of the ancient office to which they appertained 
in the dioctfe of Norwich — communicated by tlie kindnefs of Dr. 
Sutton. 

To the Archdeacon of Winchefier—for the modem Commiffion of 
the bean rural of the diocefe of Winchejler. 
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To the Archdeacon of Barnfidtle—for the ufaget of the bijhoprk 
(f Exeter — more particulcerlj/ of the archdeaconries of Born/iaple, 
Exeter, and Totnefs. 

To the Rev. J. Walli$ of Bodmin— for thqfe of the archdeaconry 
of Cornwall. 

To the Rev. Dr. Bandinel, Bodleian Librarian— for an engraxdng 
ofthefeal of the niial atan ofO^inge, in Kent. 

To the Rev. H. H. Norrit, Rector rf South Hackney, for docu- 
ments connected wUh the dtocefe of Ghwejier, and for the loan of 
feveralrare works on eccUfiaftical polity. 

To the Rev. C. Fleet, Rector of Durwejlon, in the county cf Dorfet 
—for the Inftnunent ijftd In/ Bijh<^ Kaye on the occqfion of his 
reviving btaM tRtal in the dioc^c of Brijlol. 

To the Rev. J. H. Wyndham, Rector of Corton, in tlte county of 
Somerfet—for the Formula tf In/iitution en^loyed by Bi/kop Law 
in the diocefe of Bath and Wells. 

To the Rev. C. Burlton, Fellow of New College, Oxford— for the 
Commifflon of the Brans niral of the diocefe of Oxford, under Bi/hop 
Bagot. 

To C. P. Cooper, Efq., Secretary to the Record Commiffion— ^w 
a copy of the Valor EcclefialUcus Henrici VIII., to wfuch frequent 
references are made in the courfe of the work ; and from which fome 
documents have been incorporated in the Hiiptnbfx. 

To Jofhua Watfon, Efq., of Park Street, WeftmiTifter—for the Firft 
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Repmt from his Majefly's Commiilioiiers appointed to consider the 
fiate of the Eftablilhed Church with reference to Ecclefiaftical 
Duties and Revenues — which document hat erupted me to annex to 
each dioc^e cf the ^pptnlifx (Part ii. EngUJh Documents) the 
fuggefled territorial rtfonm laid btfore Parliament. 

J-^ftiSf """y fy^^l thanks are due to the Rev. R. Blackmore, of 
Donhead Saint Mary, Wilts, Britijh Chc^in at Cronfiadt—for 
Archbijhop Platan's Inftructions to the SSIagatgennof ^ the dtocefe 
of Mofcow and Kaluga, and for the Imperial Uftaff r^peding the 
^obsis of the Lutheran Church of Ruffia. 



It is novo more than three gears finsx IJiated, in a Pojifcript to 
Dr. Priaulafs little Tract on beans ntrtd, that vy object infoliciting 
v^ormationfrom thofe ctq>able offvpplying it, was not a mercenary 
one — that I had no gainftd end in view, in the projected publication of 
n^l^otaSecBnftEelSuralM — that myfoh defign — in a literary p<nnt 
if view, a very humble one — was to collect into a compendious form, 
out of btdky and expenfive tomes, which few had inclination, <md yet 
fewer (^^tortunily to explore, the widelyfaUtered notices of the ancient 
and modern duties of ttfans niral — to compare, to clajjify, to explain 
- /Aem ; — at^, while drawing forth from black-lettered obfcurity the 
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ob/blete and antiquated images of early chttrch-poUtif, to point atten- 
tion to fuch as appeared capable of being recited, to the furthermtce 
of ecclefiq/iical d^c^ine, and the general interejis of the Ckriftian 
community. 

Such, at that time, was vny object; and, injirict conformity witk 
it, the following fheets have been prepared for the prefs. But there 
is one qualification, which I would wijh here to fubjoin, as r^pects 
any contingent pecuniary advantage from their publication — and for 
that purpofe I have requoted the above words. I did not, at the time 
of writing them, expect any polfible gain to mypurfefrom the labours 
then in progrefs—/ar otherwyi — and therefore J did not, Inf antici- 
pation, difpofe of that which was never likely to be realised. But, it 
has Jznce been hinted to me, that fame trifling profit may poffibly 
accrue : and iffo, I would wish at once to divert it from my/elf to a 
purpofe more congenial to thejptrit with which the work was unda^- 
taken and completed — whirh certainly had nothing to do with gain. 
1 fhottld never have thought of folicUing information from others, 
with the mojl dijiani chance of enriching myfelf. 

While, then, I declare, in all ftncerity and trtUh, that, if ar^ 
meafure offuccefsJhoiM blefs th^e my labours in illi^Jiration of mii- 
itcanal government, I humbly offer up the pra^h of it to Him, who 
futth given me the habit of patient Jiudy which hath led to their 
advatu:ement and completion ; I would add, that if any meafure of 
pecuniary profit fhould refultfrom the work, it is ny wifh and inten- 
tion to devote it to His glory, by augmenting with it the fcanty 
endowment of a Natfonal %t^w\,jufi on the eve of being ejiablifhed 
in my parifh,for the religious education of the children <^ the poor — 
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to " breed them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" — 
an appropriation of a co^ngent furplus fcarce likefy to be realised 
—but, 5^ realized, not at variance, I hope, with the animus of my 
former declaration. 



Dmihead Saini Andrew Rectory, 
AuguaW,\»:Sb. 



AlAArKAAElON 4IKAIOITNR2. 
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ORDER AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE CONTENTS. 



TAXiZ ZYNEXEI nANTA. — Bubahoh ad Can. xxit. Apo*U>L 



VOL. I. 

pAET I.— Wame « ®(tte. 

Sect. I. — Suhmakv View or the Villttf applied to the Stan KuibI : 
THE RELATIVE Antiquity op the uost appropkiatb Vitlttf. 

Many titles appHed by gloasano^nphers to lusnil rnnl are impertiiieDt — others o f 
local and partial appllcadon. Two alone appropriate ; viz. Mc)|ipt(^sUT and 
ItttBBttt. 9ic|)iptT4iii!trr — the more ancient title — of Latin arigination, thongli 
of Qreek extraction. nPQTOnPEZBYTEPOS, JIPOTOIEPBirz, nPQTOIunAZ, 
Bynonymons Eastern appeHatiTes. 9[rtbiptM%j}tit the moat appropriate title. 
AFXinPEXBYTEPOZ and IXPOTO'lIPeZBYTEPOl appGed to the same individual. 
Hie relatiTe antiqnity of the terms in the Oreek and Latin ehnrches. Both of 
them are many centariea older than BRamtK. Andquit; of DttamW in chorch- 
polity — of elder use in lay and moiuutic polity p. 1 — 6 

Sect. IL— flcc[»tpTtAstn — dippebent kinps of 9riIip((0i]ttR)(. 

VnlrfftfllbltttT — oripn of the term. Two Idnds of nc^ptitftt in the Weatem or 
Lntin chnrch — (st}ltl)n( or vAan — feinn or tuniL Stlban defined. KkhI 
d^ned. ytntopdiVtV or protopopnt oorreapondent to them in the Eastern or 
Greek chnrch. Kennett's lUstiiictiou of luatitl — Gibaoa'a — Dnareaus'a — sap- 
ported by Slveater, Aiignatui Barbota, Fevo Manrrique, Galganetti, and others. 
References to anthorities for Oie dndes of »ttie))i:Bl ttantf or arcl^pricmi in early 
times. Vicatt or mtal arttP|^tftfltfl — first mentioned by the conncil of Tours, 
J.D. DLXTiL, and by Gregory, bishop of Tours 7—14 
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Sbct. UL — Stianns— THE idbntitt of Biaiui Rural & flidbpn^iitttii Iftwal. 

Stcsnutl — ori{^ of the term. Bean niral — definition of, b; Lyndwood. Xdeotity 
of office of Xttm rnial and Bi;t)ipiM6]{ttr cuial, proved by many authorities. 
Johnson's sssertion, that these officers differed, is insnpportBble — more prooft of 
their sameness. The date of the chan^ of title, about A.D. dccc. — and die 
reason of it, a desire, on the part of the church, to copy the state-polity of the 
time. Reasonableness of the alteradoa in respect of ecclesiastical jurisdiction — 
lay (MtanalM better defined than spiritual arctl{p»rb{;ttraU]l. Analogy of 
secular and eccleriastic office in the ninth century pointed out by Walufrid 
Strabo 15 — 21 



Part II.— ®|it Orfgin of tftt ®ffict. 

SscT. I. — Thk obioin of Beantf JKural in oeneral. — Ctporcpliuojpi. 

The institution of rural BiauK, as to time and place, uncertain. Horinus*B dieory 
of ih^ origin reasonable. Necesdty of eariy coadjutors to urban Inshops. 
ftnfipiltttil or tHsnt, not the first e^scopal helpmates. fiEfwnplMOpf ordained 
long before — contfimporaneous with trpraffvripot ttii^iptoi. Their distribution 
and incardinatioa. Utipoiidiu — how distingnished — the threefold diviaioa of 
paroeciffi, of difficult ai^opriatioo (save in the case of the urban Inahop) to the 
different offices of tbe priesthood. Incumbency of the pregbyter — of the cfiot- 
tpiMopujt. Greek scholiasts and Iiatin versonista of the councils throw little 
li^ upon the subject. Statements of learned men, and probable resolution of 
tbe question as to Qie residence of billan feifllopfl— references. Selden's economy 
of the Greek church. Reference to Archbishop Wake. Minute particulars 
upon this head ummportant to the present inquiry. Del^ation of power to 
trust-worthy superintendants sanctioned by the primitive usage of the Chriatiaii 
Church. Reference to Dr. FriauU's Brief AccQuni &c Ilie constitution of 
the ^ottpitltopal office. In point of order, ctwtcpintopt were genuine bishops. 
Bot'hmer's opinion of them — originally all bishops co-equal — subsequently 
fettered by the Ancyran Ikthers, cf|or(pi»nifl became Wjl&opft' bc^tftH. bUarii 
laifltapoiuin — pniobnita in the eatt — artffprctfblJttnt in the west. Duarenos's 
oiHuioo of the ori^ of the rural arttPfiitVtlm)) out of Uie ^Mctpiittopatc — 
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Spebnan's and other confinnations of diis derivation, lite one office sncceeded 
to the other generally. In the eastern and western churches. In the east, the 
place of ttw»p[<tapt vas supplied by pctioOtutir, or bEflitfng |^(Astn» (J.D. 
cccLxiv.}, under the sanction of the council of Laodicea, afterwards called 
tiatitm, pnta|irin(tfl, and i^totoi^ptil. No such canon in the west — prricbtVtK 
are not found, by name, in the weatcra dinrch; but atctlf|iict!lst(nt, exendaing 
the same fhnctionB. Both called biilHatom. Reasons why these fhnctionariea 
are supposed to be identical in tin east and west — founded on their Bimilarity 
of office and geogreptdcal distribution. Balsamon's description of the Grecian 
office — Bereridge's — JustcUus's of the Lalio, from Gregory of Toars — Petrus 
de Marca's )>criollcnta — points of resemblance noticed between the eastern and 
western ewlesiastics. Ruauan pniotuilts called Vlagor^tnnic. Early con- 
nexion between the Gallican and Anatic churches, and probable influence of 
the latter on the polity of the ibrmer — ^The first appearance of antrprimtM as 
ttieitatoicS in the Gallican council of Tours {A.D. dlxtii.) is reasonably 
deduced jrom the institution of pnioDntta as bfnitatOTM in Aaa Minor. The 
change of ^ntfiitojftitf into nral aK)lipi:ni6){trrati! very slowly carried for- 
ward. CEmntiji binfioptf and feixitins p»flbstm long co-existent. Their offices, 
theoreticaUy, qute compatible with each other and with that of the aichdeacon. 
Suspension of cfwtCjpfwojpi in the west by Charlemagne and the Pope— reasons 
for it Appropriation of thur duties to urban bialiops and itital aiffiprtiAlittr* 
or IWaaf— o[»mons of Morin, 'Diamasgin, Peter de Marca, Filesac, and many 
others, on the subject of this devolution. The view taken of the derivation of 
the anjitpKVbstnal institution from the ctwrtpnitopal, confirmed by many 
learned authors, and indirectly by the Pavian council, J.D. dcccl. ; which 
gives to nfipnKistrW niral thdr first plenary commisraon — confirmed likewise 
by die some dashing, at first, of the new institution, as of the old, with the pri- 
vileges of dty bishops. Papal interference to suppress the assumption of tfioc- 
tfinufal rank by mial btanx. flttiipTnAjlttrfl or Dtmt ntal le^tlmate anc- 
cessors of felllan bbtllCpK. Appointed by name to succeed them in Ireland in 
the twelfth centu^. Spelman's account of the toiba of Ireland. Partial over- 
seers of dioceses, denominated by the Greeks cI)Ort]^Ucopi, elsewhere arctptKatonK 
and «tt{iptft|(t«,'are called, in the rural parts of the diocese of Angsburg. Otcanf 
nnlM. Usages and titles of the church of Saint Martin at Utrecht. The title 
of ttpuri or l^ce^ of the eastern Maronhes, derived from that of tiKmplflCOpntf 
by Dominic Macer. Horison's account of the Syto-Maronite urban andjnral 
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fnncdonaries, extracted from th« synod of Libanus — the jftotopopt — c^ot- 
«|^iMa)>n* — pttioDtUta — their Amdioiu, privileges, and ensigns of office, 
respectively 22 — 56 

Sett. II. — Tre ohioinof ttncal lltnn in Enoland.— Institution of 
Parishes and Parochial Clerot. 

StSHK mnl not to be sou^ for in Eng^land till the establishmeat of parishes and 
parochial cle^y. Sammary of oar chnrch-economy in its earliest days. Bishop 
and clergy lived together at the cathedraL Misuonartes. Churdies erected 
soon after the first preadiing of the gospel. Cbapels-of-eaBe or oratories 
served by itinerant pastors. Collegiate union and missionary instmction pre- 
vuled for more than seven hundred years. No traces of a paTochial dergy, 
properly au called, in the British ehnrch — nor for the first two centuries of the 
Anglo-Saxon church. 

Auxiliary churches or villican chapels-of ease erected by British bishops and clergy — 
noticed by Bede and other anthorities. These were non-parochial fonndations. 
Examples in the chorches of Saint Patrick and Saint Dubritias — and, in later 
days, of Pach and Addi- Their precincts limited only in respect of the mini- 
stering clei^, sent fiom the cathedral to officiate at them. While this system 
of itinerancy lasted, there was no caU for lotal tltann — reasons. 

'Die dnration of this simple church-polity not accurately kn9wn. Commenced in the 
Brilisii times — renewed by the Anglo-Saxons, onder the authority of Pope Gre- 
gory and AugnsUne — continued in Bede's days — evidenced in many places of 
fab ecctenastical hiatory, and of his letter to Archlnahop EcgbercL Minsters or 
colle^ate charges — Pnrodual dinsions inconsistent with the then community 
of ecclesiastical revenues. Establishment of proper parochial cures towards the 
close of the eighth eentnry— commenced by bishops, kings, and thegns. Filial 
diurdies subordinate to the matrix eccletia of the diocese — resident priests with 
distinct endowments. Parishes at first much larger than at present — more like 
our nttBl tWdinitS in extent — subsequently subdivided. No localized parochial 
minister till afler the middle of the eighth century in any diocese of England. 
Ecgberct's excerpU no authority to the contrary. Incardinated presbyters noticed 
in the synod of Celcyth A.D. nccLxxxv., and again A.D. dcccxvi. No men- 
tion of itinerancy later than the synod of Cloveshoe, A.J}, dccxlvii. 

The institution of parishes and proportion of churches to them, a dqw and gndnal 
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work, Bomewlutt advanced by the year dcog. Scope affitrded for the appoint' 
ment of XUBM lUtal in the ninth century — but none appear. In France, 
parodiial cnres, prieaU, and atcflpiiciltf of the country, much earlier instituted. 
No traces of UttaUi n»Bl in England till the eleventh century — thor non- 
appearance attributable, perhaps, to the magDitade of the first parodual divi- 
nona, and the personal viutadons of the tnahops every year. Mnltiplicalion of 
parishes end congregations, and conseqoent necea^ty for other spiritual viators 
in ud of the diocesan. Mother-dinrcbes of Edgar's and Canute's days. 
Daughter-chnrchea become parochial. The great number of churches in tbc 
land matter of complaint under the Confessor. 
Pamchialization completed under Edward. Institution of iMmp ntal — commenced 
in the middle of the eleventh century, if not eariier, in imitadon of the Gallican 
chnnA. Continental councils beaiing on the office — adapted to our then civil 
state by Thomassin. Dnann* tpftftopi of Edward's laws. His duties. Notices 
of him in Saxon polity very scanty. The constitution of his office obscure. 
A dUocesan delegate according to Dr, Inett — not a resident officer of the (Manrji. 
This o[Hninn incorrect The Otan ratal was restdeotiary, according to Whitaker. 
^HfniMn tjpUcopi of Edward's laws probably the btatt niTBl — attendant at an 
ordeal-trial. The Laodicean canon on the ptriaCnita known to the Anglican 
dntrch, wludi liad ever mudi regard to the Orientals. Btanf ratal noticed in 
France A.D. txxci^ in the arcfadioceee of Rheims — three centuries earlier in 
the diocese of Tours, viz. A.D. olxvii. Barooius's remark on the flourishing 
state of church-discipline in France at that time. Probable reasons for tbe 
non-existence of II(Knf ratal in ^gland at an earlier date. Not mentioned in 
councils &c, where they probably wonid be, had they been in existence — 
Dcotnt EceUntuHcal of Wilhred — Edgar's Canona—Laai» of Satitfaclion &c. 
of mthred — Dudogve of Et^berct 
Gibeon's opinion of the Itni-tlttnul institution's antiquity in England. Incidental 
notices of the fttduM or Mtnlunt tpfMopi of Edgar — and pnfOHJlUK (f (stopf 
of Cannte. Were they Buid ratal 7 
WUte Rennett's theory of the office — the cause or reason of its institution in this 
coonliy. Its polity imitative of the civil economy of the slate. The parallel of 
the two beautifully worked out by Kennett — but the hypothesia not admigaible, 
to tbe extent of originating the office of tKott ratal 
Kennett's own words extracted from his Parochial AnUquHUt, 
Remarks of the editor — his partial dissent from the anilior. The theory swd by 
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Atterbary to be fonnded in error — his reasons. Also objected to by Whitaker 
— bis censure of Kennett, Wamer, and Burn. 

Many tlungs conspired to the introdocUon of \ttuit fural, accor^og to Stillingfleel 
and Atterbary — the principal of which were the abolition of tfionpiwag^ in the 
west, and the avocation of bishops from sfHritaal to secular bunness. Dr. Inett's 
dissent — lus hypothemi not unreasonable, as applying to ihe Bctaiuil institudon 
of the reign of William I. Extract from the Originei AngliatntB. 

The baromal services of die bishops allowed by Inett to have operated to the csta- 
bliahment of iKanS niial in some d^ree — Not so the aboliUon of ctloiqi[fltO|pi. 
These and ratal btatM had their origin, in Inett's opinion, at die same time ; 
and may be traced to the multiplied btuiness of ecdenastical juiiHJicdon need- 
ing other helpmates. The editor suggests that the btin mral of Ireland enc 
ceeded the cflorr{nscO))tll Notices of heantf tUfal in England in the twelfth 
century. 9t«M of Craven in Yorlahire, and of Thetford in Norfolk. Wluta- 
ker's objections to Rennett's date of the institation, as subsequent to Alfred's 
reign — to Johnson's again, as wandering yet &rther from die truth. Whitaker 
places it in the seventh century — a proofless assertion. 

Archdeacons of higher antiquity than atttp]^nABtrtfl in Kigland. Wilfred, an arch- 
deacon, present at the coancil of Baccanceld, A.D. occxcviii. Notices of 
archdeacons of Cauterbury in the ninth ceutnry. Again mentioned in the tenth 
century, in the Law* of the Northumbrian priests. References to anthorities 
for and against the jorisdiction of ante-Normao archdeacons . . . 57 — lOS 



Part III.— ^EfK SItttfon anH Instftutfon of Btans l&ural. 

Sect. I. — Riqht of Elegtiok. 

Hie dengnationa oF lM8n0 ratal in many eariy coimdla are indicative' of tndiops 
bung the authors of their appointment, as they were of those of the tflimpUcojpi 
and ptrtD&ntx. T^e clergy fiist elected their own bnujl, subject to the bi^op's 
approval After confirmation, Otantl ninl not removeable by the tnshop without 
the consent of the electors. In the year dcsxxiu. of Christ, the anllfptnl&stnal 
office was elective — the electors being by delegation, the archdeacon, dergf, 
and people — the same in die year dccclt. — the bidiop having no power of 
dtspladng an antjpttMt, except for crime. A curious canon of the conndl of 

\ Coogk 



Tonn. Sudi power of election, perausnTe on the part of the tuahop. Elective 
diaracter of the HtlMbfal IlfSn. Thw appoinbnent lost to the diocesan — not so 
the tttan ntal'it. No brther no^ of the people, as co-electorg. Archdeacoiu 
coatinae joint electors with the bishop, Hincmar'a tnstractioiu to his arch- 
deacons on the subject of electing tcBiitl miaL The bishop reserves a veto on 
the appcontntenL Amnlph, bi^op of Lisieux, allows Us archdeacon to present, 
subject to episcopal approvaL The clergy of Ferrara elect their aictipiitSt, with 
the same reservation in &vonr of the bishop, who may ratify or not. BfSM 
TUtal made subject to aniideacons, and namn/froin their very subjection ; which 
is rendered absolute by Innocent III. — appointed and displaced by the bishop 
and archdeacon conjointiy. Lyndwood's glosses upon this doctrine of the 
Pope, confirmatory of the concurrency of jurisdiction. 
Hm election inftneaced by die custom of each diocese. Gloss of Hostiensis, as to 
French usage. Atterbury's interpretation of the law in reference to Bji^and. 
. Andent nsages of the cUocesesof Eneter and Canterbury — of the archdeaconries 
of Richmond and Oiester — of the diocese of Meath — of Helun — of Poictiers — 
■rfDerry — of Milan — of Salzburg. The regulatioa laid down by the Refor- 
matio Legtan EccUsiatticarum — by the council of Cologne— of Malines. The 
constitution and appointment of the aiTl)()iltflbiilnaI ottLu in Belgian churches 
extracted from Van Elspen. Intended canons for England A.D. mdlxii. — 
HDLxzi. King Charles the Second's Declaration, A.D. mdclx. Bishop Bedell's 
rale in the diocese of Kilmore. Projected regulations of the appointment in 
ti>e Convocadonal proceedings under Queen Anne. Council of Reussen. 
Stcanal appointments in modem days influenced by the same conmeludo loco- 
rum. Hie usages of many dioceses of En^and — of Canterbury — Iducoln — 
Exeter— London— Bath and Wells— Norwich— Oxford— Winchester— Olou-, 
cester — Saint David's — and Salisbury — the latter particularly detailed. Usages 
have varied in the diocises of Somro and Winchester — not at present in ac- 
cordance with ancient custom. Dr. Cowell's definition of btsn nral, copied by 
Dr. Godolplun, fpres the i^ipointment and displacement of this officer jointly to 
the Ittdiop and ardideacon. Recent institntion of HtMnf rvtal in the diocese of 
Londtm noticed. Suggestions by an anonymous author . . . 109—129 
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Sect. II. — ^Tbb Method op Institutiom. 



No forms of institntioii eitant, id print or manuBcript, anteceileiit to the rixteeuth 
centary. Stan? rnrsl appointed by oral declaratioii and tradition of the 
tttanal seal No deeds of commig^on in diocesan registers. Bcansj^iy of the 
Court of Arches. Formal conveyances of it to the rector of Saint Mary-le-Bow 
— Tucal or uthsn Dean of London. Kennett's reasons why this officer retained 
his power and formal coromisuon in tciipHt. Deaignaliona by writ or patent 
may have been used — thongb none are extant Many documents of institntion 
of the sixteenth centnry in Ekigland. A few short continental formulfe. P»tents 
of institution of the diocese of Chester of the sinleenth and seventeenth centaries. 

Stanf nral anciently took an oath in some dioceses at the time of institution — In the 
diocese of Meath A.D. uccxvi. In that of Sarnm, the »acramenlum corporale 
was administered to beans by the bi^op on presentation, after institution by the 
archdeacon. The obligation of an oath probably was continued. Scotch 
counral of Edinburgh enacts it. Administered in the province of Rouen — 
form of jurament of the diocese of Evreui. The iUaM mial of the diocese of 
Sanun were sworn by Bishop Ward to the due execution of their functions. 
Godolphin's juratoiy articles ministered to ntral tifsntf. No oath recommended 
in the convocational proceedings about TUtal OtanX, J.D. hdcox., but a paper 
of instructions, and the exaction of a solemn promise. Modem usages — ia 
England generally, wherever the office obtains — in Cornwall particnlurly, an 
arcbidiacooate of the diocese of Exeter — form of bttanal oath there used. 
Dr. Kennett's soggeetions to Bishop Gardiner of lincoln, on the method of 
instituting bean* nint 130 — 142 

Sect. IU. — The DimkTiON or Oppice op StanH lEtuTal, 

tbe office of btan nial generally temporary — terminable at die will of the delegator. 
Glosses of Iiyndwood and JcAa de Atho to that effect. In the Reformatio 
Legum Eccktituticarufn, the projected office annual 

In the proceedings of Convocation about ratal tmuK, under Queen Anne, the dura- 
tion three years, subject to the tnshop's discretion. Somner's statement is 
correct, of btanfl being amotive. Exceptions — tome were perpetual, with artfai- 
diaconal jurisdiction — examples. Stanjl of Peculiars. Norwich Dean* n»a(, 
perpetnaL Collations to rnral bicanalni in that cUocese. Stan of Whalley ? 



Oteaia ttaml tnui, perpetual — Ley's ftccount of them confirmed by 0lt- 
Iiedger-Baok. Removeable by the archdeacons, J.D. vcc. Afterwu-ds, patent 
officers for life. IWr jurisdiction distinct from the ordinary jurisdicUon of the 

Tbe tnal lusnflbiy of Manchester ui office for life. All Tunl Xumt at first perpe- 
tual, according to Whitaker. Usage of the archdiocese of Salzbnrg. Stan 
ntul for life called sometimes plthrauf. Date and origia of the term — rare ia 
EkigUsh conncib— common in INiscany. References. Whether temporary or 
perpetual, the appointment not to be umoniacally conferred — forbidden by 
French and Spanish councils. Duration of the office now-a-days in England. 
He author's opinion adverse to the annual appointment of iimf nttal, 

143—155 



Paet. IV.— ®i(e ^trsonal :^unctii>ns of Scans Uaial. 

Sbct. I. — Introduotokt Sukmaut of Pessohal Duties. 

Refnences to authorities for the personal duties of the Laodicean fttiobttitx, the 
successor of the t^vtpifUOpUft. Sequence of fuQctions to be discussed. Bishop 
Oibson's definition of the proper office of a nral htan. Dr. Field's transladon 
of Pope Gregory's Decretal, descriptive of the same. The pover of traRft 
improved by custom — from being merely inspeclional, became judicisL Analogy 
between the bfttmbU and fttan ntal. Standing office of rural btanri in 
England, according to Gibson's Codex. Some branches of duty only occasional 
— not powers of right belonging to the office. The Editor's doubts. Bttanal 
duties variable in difierent dioceses, accordiog to Van Espeu — undefined, 
according to Somner. To be judged of by their exercise — subordinate — but 
important to church-discnpline. The writer's eummary of the personal duties of 
bcant ratal, as exlubited in the sequel 156—163 

Sect. II. — Pakocbial Visitation. 

Kshop Oibeon denies ta the bran nital all right of parochial vintalion — yet a 
paiodilal visitor the btaR has ever been — shewn from Van Bspen, Field, 
Sonmer, Johnson, Andrews, Kennett. Gibson is condemned by Whitaker as 
having made "a great mistake". Van Espen and Boehmer quoted, i^itltll 
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imn0 vere paroctdal vimton of very early dAjs — |niofttlttu— 
ctfOttpitKopi Appointed viators before archdeacous— who were cathedral, aDd 
not diocesan officers. 9ttM tutal vinted only " in anbstitation and vicarage." 
Richard and Bo^hmer dted. The original authority for these delcgMiona of 
vialatorian power, in the Ladn chnrch, to be found in the council of Toledo, 
A.D. DOiiii. Coondl of Chalon and Rhefpnon referred to. iKvtal tutmt visit 
not de jure in England. Memoranda of ftttwal viatation under epscopal or 
other sanction. The earliest on record are those of Uincmar, A.D. dccclii. 

Lateran council, A.D. hclxxis. — confirmed by Art^bi^op Hubert and by Cardinal 
Othobon. Hiomasan's remarks. Exactions forbidden, and procurations allowed 
to tttamt tHnL Procurations disallowed, except for actual vimtation. Restric- 
6ota on bnaiuil visitadon — canons to enforce it — of Le Mans — of Saumur — of 
Oermont — of Swntes — of lAege — of Antan— of Saint Asaph— of Chichester— 
of Melnn — CatutittUxan of Pope Benedict XII. on procnratioiu of tcSKH iVtaL 
Visitational dues of DiaM nitsi allotted by the Li^ statutes, A.D. hcdxlvi. 
Meath canons on aictlipitSliBtnst vimtation dted in fiilL Exacdons again and 
egaiD inhibited. Inquisition nnder Henry II. to correct llttaaat extortion. 
Our saspicioas of the purity of the BfrbE|iM5fa)ltnal character exdted — ^highly 
criniina] in France. Ley's acccoont of a vidting nc|^rit0t from Saint Bernard 
— the ori^nal speech quoted. 

Farther proo& of the ndtatorian c&padty of ttaiM niTBl in the fifleendi, nxteenth, 
seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Coundl of Tours — of Angers — of Con- 
stance — Cardinal Campeg^o — bishop of Seez — synod of Augsburg — Germanic 
Pormvia R^ormaHoni* — coundla of the province of Rouen — provincial Scotdi 
coundlB of E(tinburgh — Of an0 rural of the diocese of Chester have, by patent, & 
right of vimtation, and all jurisdictiou pertinent thereto. The twelve btaadtS 
now consolidated — tlie Occaital power of viutation remains. Coundl of TVent 
— Brent's verdon. Council of Cambray — deans of Christianity visit, instead of 
bishop and archdeacons. Synod under Maximilian, archbishop of Cambray. 
Synod of Salzburg — DtaM rural to vint and be visited. 

Council of Malines ratifies Tridentine decrees &c. Synod of Ypres — of Bruges. 
Ardibisbop Borromeo's Milanese Articles of Inquiry for forancm* binn or IWaiui 
ratal. Council of Aonen — of Tours — of Malines, A.D. hdgvii. — Spkiiegiian 
EcclesituHctpn of Luoig — synods of Ypres, A.D. kdgix. hdcxxx. — of Antwerp 
— of Bois-le-dnc — conncil of Bourdeanx — ^nod of Saint Omer — of Nunur — 
of Malinea— of Bayeox — of Colt^ne — and of Ghent 
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VkdtBttoml powers of the tons ratal of Jeney and Qaatuej — tnxamarj history of 
didr joiia^ction. Canoiu ecciedw^cal dted. Stami ntsl visited, under Bishop 
Ward, in tlu diocese of Sarnm. ConTocBtional proceedings about mal him# 
under Queen Anne, Gibson's Itutructiojit to ninl OcftiUt of the diocese of 
Ijondon. Connol of Benssen, A.D. mdccix. Evidence enough of k sort of 
viaitatorian capacity — acted upon for one thooaaud years, and more. 

Befaectioni iqxm the fonctioQ of vimtadoa as exercised by IttKU mal — compared 
with that of archdeacons. Keimett's view of the priority of ri^it on the part of 
btMHI nml to viat parochially — and how they lost it. Ardiidiaconal visitadoB 
— its andent and modem character. 

9nH ntil sommoners of the parochial clergy to episcopal nntadons under Bishop 
Oroaseteste. Very eai^ employed on this duty by the council of Rouen. 

Bw wS nral entertun the bishop on occasions of confittnntion — a canop of the 
cooncil of Pavia r^ulates the entertainment for man and horse on these 
occanons 164—205 

Sect. III.— Synodic al Durisa. 

ScaM Twai attendant at episcopal qrnods to make presentments, ftc. — thence called 
by some, incorrectly, tStyU^Jbenriulnt. Synodal witnesses distinct officers from 
Onajl TKul — noticed by Archlnahop Edmund — and by the council of Narbonne 
— called Juratorei Symodi — Questmen — Sidet-men qnan Syiiod-men — not 
anccessors of ttual iiaw, but established long before them, in the days of 
Hincmar. The duttes of laical VtjlUy j^nolub* — these officers called, by 
Rheginon, UamL Thence the misapplication of the title ot€t9ttS fynOultt 
to spiiitoal hWM nat References in iQastntion. Simit nal, in point of 
fanction, were SflUnt i£j;nobalM — on one occasion so named — they ^point 
ttttti AsMbalrS at Antwerp. Approximation of iKanK ntsi of modern days 
to ancient synodal witnesses. The extent of their powers inddentally noticed. 
Episcopal synods resumed — diocesan visitations — their frequency of old time, jftstal 
(MM rightful coadjutors at them — of what eGclesiastics they consisted in England 
and on the continent. Tbax frequency variable at itiflerent periods and places 
—twice — thrice. Once on the contiaent— twice in En^^and. Usages 
— proriace of Rouen — Oermany, Cardinal Catnpegio — FonritiUi 
CooDcil of Cologne —synod of Cambray — ofYpres — of Rouen 
f Rbdms — of Sunt Omer. Sttanal duties in coonexioD wiih_^epi- 
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■copal i^ods — presentineDla &t them — CaidiBa] Ptde's lojnnctioiM on pre- 
BentmentB; Hie usagefl -of Saint Udolric in the diocew of Angibnrp — his 
interrogatories to the clergy. Koceaan synod of Saljngeatat. Presentments 
of the sjnod of Saint Hippolyte, in the lUocese of Padna. Presentable facts 
and ofiences of later synods, and duties of titmt nnl at them— Cotmcil of 
Cambray — Norwich presentments nnder Bishop Freak. Conndl of Bonrdeanx 
— ^ Narbonne — of Linenx — of Milan, under Borrameo— of CoiogDe. Form 
of presentment by Maximilian Henry, archbidiop of Cologne. Diocesan synod 
of Rcnssen — articles of inquiry to be prosecuted, and the resnlls presented 
at synod. 

Canonical vestnre obs^red at episcopal synods and other clerical meetings — regu- 
lated by the councils of Arras — of Cologne — of Anton— of Seea. Propriety 
of behaviour inculcated by the councils of Tonmay — of Usenx — of Rouen- 
Board and lodging provided for iMaif innl and paroddal clergy, while in 
attendance at the episcopal see of the province of Ronen. 

Decay of synodical duties of lusM ntral in England. Their services borne by 
churdmardens and convocational proctors. Sttltf mial respected in the 
Bjrnods of Paris, of Salzburg in Germany, and in many Belgian churches — long 
sbce deprived of all tynodical honour in Eki^and. BtBNft twral meet at an 
episcopal conference aanoally in the diocese of SaHsbuiy . . . 206 — 227 



Sbci. IV.^^uP^visiON OP TBS Laitv. 

Chap. I. — Prepatort Abbakobhsnt — Super visal op Laical Oppenceb. 

Personal duties of Qcaad lUtal, incidentally noticed under riaitational and synodical 
proceedings, to be now given, with many others, in detail Prefatory ammge- 
ment of the remaining eectiona. 9(>nK nital general supervisors and censors 
of the inhabitants of tbeir tUtaaatM — Van E^ieo, Holanua, and Rennett quoted. 
This power exerdaed by tliem in their personal capacity, independent t^ their 
dwptn — important to church- (discipline. flnblpmAntmil govenunent over the 
luty early supported by church-caoons — Council of AnxeTre~Cainlu)aTy of 
Chailemagne — Council of Heath — of Clermont Hie clergy of the dioeeae of 
Saintes ordered to lay all grave &nlts of their parisluouns before their Onn. 
No pecuniary comporition for crimes to be admitted by the IMSM nital of 
Worcester — nor by those of Germany under the influence of Cardinal Oam- 



p^io'fl Ratiabon conslitntion. What offences nibject to bf cbmI ct^fnizance ? — 
All open and scandidoaa ofiencei are under their cognitioaal jnmdiction — sndi 
a> at present are noticeable by dmrchtrardenB, according to the canons of the 
Cliardi of Eng'laiid — enumerated by name. The ittTi-OKanBl office virtnaUy 
non-existent when those canons were drawn np in udciii. The lighter &alts 
always cognizable (personally or ca^utnlarly) by Ocanf TUtBl — graver carried ' 
before the Inshop — Mealh canon. Coodtiar decrees empowering Htmt to take 
cognizance of incest, adultery, ribaldry, harlotry, dice-playing, b1ai|>heiny, heresy, 
fi^iting and brawling in consecrated places, &c. &c. from the ejnoAa Ac of 
Ronen, of Arras, of lincoln, of Ypres. Other nns and crimes added by the 
Reformatio Lfgum EcdetUutieamm of Edigland to the Jttwmi' catalogoe of 
preaentable ofiences. Contnnd of bcanft nml over the luty of the diocese of 
Chester. 

EflbrtB erf' certain Belgian sjaoia to suppress licentionmeaa and immorality on the 
Iiord's Day and on festivals — and to support the sanctity of those days by 
witiihiriny all secular bnanesa in trade and agriculture, unlen by licence of the 
ttiR of tSbiiltitaAtt of the district— dvil interference therewith nncanonical. 
Oeeaaona ef Duanal diqiensatlon. 

Other laical tweachea of dinrcb-discipline subject to presentmuit by DlBltK maL 
CNion of the see of Arras interdictory of nsurarious trafficking. Abusers of 
ApoatoHcal letters, and of the bearers of them, liable to excommunication. 
BCdwives of the diocese of Antwerp under the ^iritual jurisdiction of the tUXBt 
Xum — ^Unsworn Dudwivsa presentable by the Ittmi of the diocese of Ypres at 
the bidup'a court S28— 244 

Chap. II. — Puboatiomal Dotiis. 

Sum ninil entrusted to take the purgation of laymen for incontinence or other 
crime — Kennett and Somner quoted. The purgatory process and course of 
correction set forth by Hubert Walter. Regoladons of it under the manage- 
ment of tMBW tntal — compurgators — penance. Purgations and failures of 
purgation frequent in vimtational records — ttantl raial bad nmeb to do with 
. pn^alians heretofore — Gibson's remarks upon tlus branch of discipline, 

245— S49 
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CBAF. hi. — ESOHCISTICAL AND CaTECHISTICAL DvtIES. 

9tm% nttal appointed eccleaiaaticid exorcists in the diocesea of Ypres and Colc^ne 
— also catechuta at Ypies 250 — 251 

Chap. IV. — Funebeal and Tsstauxntart Duties. 
BrznH nttal to b« carefol that tiw rites of sepTiItore are duly peHbnned over 
departed laymen — saving' uaariona extortioners. OUiged to report all deaths 
to the toahop or Us ofGdal — all testaments nnproved, &c. . . . S5S — 253 



Sect. V.—ScPEm vision or tbb Clhioy. 
Chap. I. — SvmiART Vnw or thb Duties and HmtsTKATioNS or SwM liUal 

TOWAKOa THB ClBEOT. 

Inspection of the lives and conversation of the parochial dergy the more espedal 
duty of rural OtamL Dr.Fidd'avendon of die canon law to that effect White 
Kennett's nunmary of bcuilBl duties respecting clerical manoera and miuistn- 
liona. Van Eipen'a view of them, as exendsed hy m^ptCnttf in the character 
of potion* paatoram. Their great importance to the interests of religion 
among the Udty and clergy. Hie ttan rnial the instructor, friend, and conn- 
. sellot of the country clergy, as wdl as the inspector of their conduct and 
pastoral performances. Extracts &am the synods of Cambray — of Antwerp — 
of Saint Omer— of Limenx — ofNumnr — ofCologne 954 — 258 

Chap. IL— AacHiPszsBTTBUAL Hinistratiohb or BtaM Ktinl 

TOWARDS THE ClEBOT. 

flttcfpptftffts in tiie fullest sense O^iftiiUni — respected and bdoved by their subject 
pastors, llieir spiritual ministrations to the latter, the same as those of the 
pastors to tbdr respective flocks, in healtii — sickness — death. Inculcated by the 
synods of Antwerp — of Cologne— of Namnr — of Milan. Ilie Milanese canon 
on atctlipa^lotBl viffltation of parochi in rackness, generally applicable to all 
Bjurilual Buperintendants of the country — plthan^, aicllfricstri, fxtUttt of rural 
Ditlttittit, and faranmus titaxS — some fof the distinctioiu between these difilerent 
officers noticed 359—261 
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Chap. III. — Duma or BtSM KtlisI in retkuncb to Clerical Deaths, 
Fdnbbau, Tbbtambmts, &c. 

Dealba of the clergy notified by bents luisl to the dioceua in the councils of 
Hdnn, of Psiis, of Rouen, of Liaieax, of Ama, of Oloaceiter, of London. 
BtMlf orderad to celebrate the eseqniea of deceased clergymen at Ypres and 
Antwerp — to announce the deatiw of parsons, vicurs, &c. to the mother* 
dinichea at Worcester — nsagea there on the death of a btan rvial — at Ypres — 
at Cologne. The goods and chattels of the defunct committed to the mstody of 
the turn of the Dcsnig at Worcester— at Touraay — at Ypres — at Anton — at 
London S6S — 266 

Cbaf. IV. — Supervision of Clbbicai, Appabw- 

Superridon of numsteiial halnt and tonsure an early duty of attj^prUlttlt nitll. 
9eaw themselves to set a good example of canonical costnme. Penaltin 
■mpoeed on priests and ani)pttn(tS for non-obecUence, by Langton, Hubert 
Walter, and Olbobon. Feckbam's enforcement of the law against unclerical 
atdre. Immumlies attached to crown and tonsnre, in case cf arresL 267 — 270 

Chap. V.^ — SuPiaviaioN or Clbrioal CoNvntiATioN, as to Life and Manners. 

Appearance at indecrait sports and plays, forbidden to the clergy — OcsnS rural of 
Worcester ordered to prevent it — of lincoln. Bishop Grosseteste's keen ioqui- 
nlion of lives and manner^ prosecuted by tUBM noL Beligion and good 
disdpline asserted thereby. Clubs and banquetings interdicted at Sunt Omer. 
ReU-sports, hunting, diooting, Ac pointed out fi>r IWCatll correctitxL in the 
diocese of Avranches. 

Conduct disgraceful to the distinctioa of crown and tonsore, rendered the cleigy 
liable to the loss of such sacerdotal insignia. ScRllK tutal ordered, again and 
again, to deprive them of crown and tonsui« — at Sens — at Rouen — at Qiatean- 
Gontier. A curious canon of the diocese of Li^e, on the subject of jugglers, 
&c Clerical players, tavern-keepers, nsureis, traffickers, &c. ordered to be 
presented by Htmi raial at Treves, at Autnn, at Constance, and other places. 

Of all sacerdotal tranagreanons, incontinency most strictly and repeatedly iohibited 
by the coundls of the church. BtnM, as spiritual watchmen, charged lo be 
^wciaUy vigilant — ihemMlves to abstain from all conjujfal intercourse. Blethod 
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of ensaiing tbe continence of antiptitittt in tlw tUocese of Toon. SntiprirtH 
punished with confinement, and bread'Ond- water diet, for negligence of tbeir 
jnniora— deprived of comtnonion for a whole year for non-presentment of 
incontinency by tile council of Aaxerre. Rouen caaon De ckridt tueoratit — 
DtcatuI character expected to be exemplary. ,CIerical cdibaqr enforced in 
England by Ansebn, with the ud of fetaitf VaxiH, J.D. HOVii.^«ai&r attempts 
of Anselm and-his predecessoTB. Ti^gl"*! clergy married till the tenth century. 
Jeremy Taylor cited. Hie interference oflltmjl in support of the papal inhibi- 
tion of matrimony — and for correcting the vices of the clergy consequent on 
the unnatural restraint — Fuller dted. Hie first appearance of Dtnt)! In Eng- 
land, in (Us capacity, A.D. hcvii. — subsequentiy under Ardibiabops Corbo^ 
and Walter, A.D. HCxxvii. — kcxov. In the next century, btfloul vi(plance in- 
culcated at Sarum — at Duriiam, and by the primate. Kshop Grotaetesle com- 
mitted to this abrardi^ — and annoyed by the immaralitiea eoneeqaent iqion 
celibacy. Concnbinaiy priests excommunicated in the dioe«se of Cknutance — 
lUKht liable to excommnnicotion for non-denouncement of o&nders against 
the canon. Continental tum% not often notioed in connexion with cdibate 
laws — much less frequentiy than those of Great Britain — the probable reasons 
tiiereof suggested. Early peaaltiea in Inland for clvical incontinenc;. 
Snspcnnon and excommunication, frequent punishments of gnihy derka. What- 
ever their deltnquendes, the dmrchea not to be suspended, but the ofieading 
ministen tbemselvee to be made amenable to the penalties against iocontineaee. 
No saq>ended or twice-convicted incontinent to be allowed to resume his 
office. Penalty aguost commutation of penance by Bmf in the diocese of 
Winchester. 
'Dtt conduct of CardiuBl de Crema a aerioua blow to the eontlnuaace of derical 
celUMcy in England — Fuller and Taylor quoted. Henry L grants the enjoy- 
ment of tbdr wivea to the clergy, on the payment of a ceittun tax — the iMtRf 
probably the oollectois<tf tluB wifo-compositian. 271 — 267 

Chap. VL — Sopervibiom or thi SmnvAL Ministrations or thi CLsaar. 

Summary statement of the Bjuritual ministrationB of parodual presbyten subject to 
ttfCSMl obserration. B(kM to enforce the observance of catMnical hours — 
these defined— references. Kahop Groaseteste notices the non-obscnnnce of 
bora canomaa, as deserving of rebuke by hk arcMwcons and MhM. Tbt 
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nine uregnlarity pnrpoBed to be amended by Cardinal Campegio in Germany, 
■ad by the eynoda of Antwerp. 

Otber deriationa from the Rubric of the day pmnted ont by Qroneteste — wito was 
desbona of purifying the temple of God of all poUntion. Cbar;^ to the btoni 
nual of the diocese of Cambray to see that the cler^ are attentire to preaching, 
admituatering the aacraments, &c. Synodal instnictioBS of the hc of Rouen 
f(^ the due poifbrmanca of the special Bervices of the chordi — the chnn^tng of 
women — the administering the mass to the betrothed — the full puUicalion of 
baniu &C. — the llttni'0 Ucence required under certain circumstances of mairiage- 
contract in the diocese of Toumay. Two masses in one day forbidden at 
Gloncester — Dcnui to present offenders — the like irrqpUarity inhibited at 
Antwerp. 

ProcesKonal relation [daced under the regulation of btSM nial in the diocese of 
Cologne — their authority supported by canon. Doubts abont fasts and proces- 
nons to be solved by the IHbM of Rouen. Idolatrous processions with 
^wrts &C. to be put down rammarily by the Il(an6 of Noyon. Brief history of 
imtcesaioaal rogation in England. No notice of bttanal interference with the 
ceremony or its a^uncts in the councils of Great Britain and Ireland, 288 — 397 

Chaf. VIL — Tn* AuTHoniTT of BtanH iR«r«I m hupportinq Church-Discipline, 

AND supEKVisiNo TUB ExTERMALB OP Relioion obnerally. 
Recapitulation of the sereral duties of Otand rural connected with this department of 
thrir office 293 

§ I. — RB81DKNCB OF THS PARDCHIAI, CLEBOY ON THEIR CURBS. 

9ttmi ratal, themselves resident, bound to see that all incambeuts resided, and paid 
attention to the &bric and dnty of their churdtes. Non-residents, and other 
delinquents, presentable by the connnls of Rouen — of Li^e — of Colt^ne — of 
Saint Omer — and of Antwerp. No pastor to be absent more than five days 
without a bftanal licence, in the diocese of Antwerp, l^e benefices of non- 
resident benefidaries to be taken under sequestration by the Uttmt of Autun 
and Bayenx. Want of repiurs snfiicieut cause of sequestration ia the diocese 
of Antun and Saint Omer. Non-reridents by licence in (he diocese of Ghent to 
exhibit tbur Uccnce to the B[t{|pi1ctlt — curates to exhibit their lettenj ofai^int- 
menL The duties of resident Qtanfl ntcal detailed in the coundls of Rheims 
and Malines. Nou-remdent parsons and vicars presentable by the Qloucester 
Injunctkms of Cardinal Pole S99- 
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§ 2. RBQISTRATION OF THE VLIBGT, &C. 

Registradon-dntiea of QtaM tutal. Kennett's examples from Stratford'i oonstita- 
tioiu of biant BO employed nnder the tiOe of ocBitttriM. Peckhsm impoiM on 
them extensive r^istrarial fnnctioni — Johnson's venion of the Bending council 
cited. Benefices and benefidarin registered by the htaiW of Saint Omer, and 
ofRonen 303—305 

§ 3. — PKOHIBITION or DNUCENSED UINISTKRB. 

Unlicenced and vagrant ministers to be prohibited by html tvtsl from ofBdadng 
wilUn the dioccMs of Liegei Saint Omer, and Bruges. Ordered to be taken 
and examined by .the DtRiMl of Coh^e as to thdr orders, testimoniab &c. 
Rules of the synod of Constance— of the coondl of Augsburg— of the diocese 
of Avrancfaes and of Cambray, as to strange and unknown ministers, and the 
dudes of tusM niul in supporting the discipline of the dinrch against them, 

305—309 

§ 4.-^PB0HIBITI0N OP ILLEOtTlUATES UNPaOTBCTEU BY PAPAL D1SPBK9ATIONS. 

9tBM chafed to look out for sons of clergymen or illegitimates possessed of ecde- 
fflastical benefices without dispensation — remarks of Thonuurin. Sons of 
immediately-preceding incumbents illcydmatized as sucoenors to their fathers 
—references 308—310 

§ 5. — auUniANBHlP OF THK TEHPORALITIBS OP THS CHURCH OUaiNO TACAMCT 
AMD SKQUBSTKATION. 

The temporaUties of the choidi conngned to tttcmul guardianship in very early 
days — Council of Pavia. Mr. Somner quoted. Custody of vacant benefices 
and cultivation of glebe-Ianda entrusted to tuans TUtal at Worcester — at Exeter. 
Custom of the diocese of Constance during the vacancy of a church. E^nsoopal 
lights during vacancy. Deportu* paid to the bishop and archdeacon by the 
Dtant at Melun. ftit^ptimt* allowed quarenUna out of the produce of vacant 
benefices in the diocese of Poictiers. Inqniritions De ecdtmi dtfalcatii pro- 
secuted by XltKoS at IJegc. Violations c^ the pemons of clerks, and of the 
property of the church, pumshable by b»ns in the dioceses of Arras— of Com- 
peigne — and De SenUs. 

Usages of England in respect of sequestration for debt — Otana rural employed 
therein — an example from the Parochial JntiquiUet. The ministerial part of 
aequestraiion, for whatever cause instituted, conngned to them— .decrees to that 
cBect from the synods of Ypres, of Tonmay. Bcxnt rewarded for thrir trouble 
at Ypres. A wary canon of Osaory to facilitate the coUectiiig dnin^ffiiiits 



under Beqnestr&tioo. Coaadtudons of the isles of Jersey aad Guernsey on this 
heftd. Stans rural in Eng'land no longer employed on this duty — which ia 
now counted to cbarchwardens — might be advantageously restored to the 
more ancient officers, as trustees of managemeat 311 — 319 

§ 6. — CABS OF KGCLESIASIICAL BDIriCES — CHURCH — MANSfi— CHURCHTARD— CBUKCB 
UTIHSILS, 000D8, AND ORNAMENTS— 8 ACBAHKNTB ANn 9ACRAHBNTAU. 

The care and examinatioa of eccleaastical bnildings, incninbent on tisnS ntiaL 
Bishop Marsh's Visitation Cha^^ referred to — the canons upon this head many 
and positiTe — some cited under vintational duties — Meath constitutions of Smon 
de Rodifbrt — Monition of Kshop Sutton of Uncoln, to a twan of Hoyland — 
synod of Constance — Cardinal Campegio — synod of Malioea — of Cambray — of 
Saint Omer — of Tonrnay — of Milan — of Malines again — of Ypres— of Bois-le- 
dnc. Modem instructions to tuans mial always comprehend churches, and their 
fnmitnre — dmrch-houses, &c. — churchyards. Synod of Arras. The profanation 
of chnrdiyards noticed in mandates to ttanjl rural of the diocese of Lincoln. 
Hie due keeping up of the fences of cemeteries enjoined to the tuann of Lasienz 
— these poiatB should never be omitted in modem instructioos to Iwsnft ihibI — 
much need for thor being enforced. The consecration of nevr bells, at Sunt 
Omer — at Qhent — at Seez — at Tpres — annexed to the Dttaital office — also the 
reconcdliatian of churchyards, and snspennon of unconsecrated altars and 
cemeteries. The approval of images before erection entiUBted to turns raral of 
Aogsburg, Ypres, and Antwerp. Mutilated images to be removed by them. 

Qiarch-fumitnre — books — vessds — vestments, &c. subjected to the inspection of 
OtanS or Bnll)^ri(5tt)l by Hincmar — the same continued from that time to the 
present — quotations from the counnl of Meath — of Cologne. Where necessary, 
chnrdi-fdrmtnTe ordered to be supplied by the synod of Cambray — of Milan. 
Oiurdi-goods and ornaments to be strictly watched at Harlem, that no one 
pawn them to usurers — ^if ever misapplied to profane uses, to be agun redeemed 
by the tuan mial, pastor, and beads of the parish. 9tan9 IUibI to see that the 
altars of their churches are decent, and well-fumisbed, in the diocese of Avranches 
— that the sacramental uteneils, registry books, &c. are well kept in the dioceses 
of Acqm, Bois-le-duc, Cologne, Bayeux, and Malines. 

Hk care of DtaUjl rural in distributing cbrism and oil at Rouen and Liege. Usages 
ofOreat Britain in respect of these sacramental articles — in the diocese of Sarum 
— Southwell. Bocramcatal duties at Saomnr — at Tours — and generally in the 

/ =h>yCOOglC 



CCoMttnlt' 

province of Rouen. Again at Ravenna — at Amal[dii — at Antwerp— at Halines 
— at Ckilogne. Hie connexion of QtanS with sBcnmenlH nnd ncramentals, aa 
inBtncton of die younger clergy in England — with confirmalion, as bound to 
Me that catedmmena were duly instmcted before presentation to the biahop — 
with penance, as the nppointed confessora and penitendariea of the clergy. 



§ 7. — PENITKNTIAUT DOTISS OF Binw Kttitl. 

Duto of OtSM ntal in connexion with confeason and penance. Primitive 
/|</MX«)qr($. Stmil qipoiiited delegate pemtendarii — the time of their first 
inatiMlioD to the peoitentiaTy office unknown. Miniateiial to the biahop in 
preparing lay-penitents for undergoing the service of penance on Aih- 
Wedneaday. llie ceranoay described. Decay of public repentance. 

Feidtentiary Dram noticed by ffincmar — supervisora of penance in the an^uBocese 
of Rhdma — ea^er nodce of them in the conndl of Pavia. flmw nal the 
confenors of the clergy of their tuunitfl — Kennetf s references rather donbtAiI 
on this head — allnaioiu to other coofesson bewlea the ttrmat No notice of 
btaaK ittial by name as confessors till ^,D. ucclxxziv. in the council of 
Saint Hq>polyte — Peckham appoints confessors to ntll bcann — the same men- 
tioned in many other coundK The Heath canons impose on their Dmni the 
snperviMon of dniidi-penance; but are alent on |»ivate confearion. Hie 
synods of Arras and Saint Omer constitute them' the proper confessors of thdr 
btCBUtdl. Ibt tttans OitBl of England de|»ived of the confesaorial office. 
Causes of the ordinary priest heron snperseiUng the sM^titM — John de Atho's 
reasons. Hie frian interfered with this brandi of discipline. 

R^rolatiooB about penance for crime in the diocese of Oiidwster. Oradn of mns 
and graduated powers of absoladon entrusted by the church to its diKrent 
confessors. Vtmt ittial allowed to absolve, in cases reaerved to the quscopal 
sees of Seez and Urieux. LUera abiohUontB of the luam of Cambray. In 
the diocese of Salzburg, all persons disobedient to this brsnch of churcb-diaa- 
pline to be presented by the Dtanf to the bishop. In the diocese of Tpres, the 
OianS of iSEltfiUUiittB, canfessors of their subject clergy — ordered to see the 
confearioaals in their churches placed in suitable situations . . . 338 351 

Sac I. VI. — SuPBa VISION of Schools. 
Authority of Indiops over sduola and scboolmastos — on the contineat — in &i^aiid. 
Delegated to tl»n6 ntial in Belginm and elsewhere. Councils of Hafiaea died. 
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Hasten and mistreaaea of schools eiunined and approred by Ocnt* tutal, before 
inadtntioii, at Antwerp and Ypres. Vimtation of schools by the same, at Malines 
— at Cambray — at Salzburg. Scope and aim of Itcanal inspectioa of aemi- 
naiies. No evidence of the trust bung committed to itmi in Great Kitain in 
the olden dme — bat it forms an item of their dnty in the proceedings of Conro- 
cation tinder Qoecs Anne, in the su^estiona of White Kennett to Bishop 
Gardiner, and in the <!MfUiuin SKKnontm of Bishop Ward of Sanun. It is also 
found in the instracdons to lusnfl lursl of our own days .... 35^—356 

Sect. VII. — Sdpbkvibion of Hobfitalb and Charitable Poundatione. 

n>e episcopal light of vimting hoi^tals and oAer charitable foundations delegated 
to tuanti nttal, here and abroad — limited to spiritual hospitals. Synod of Liege. 
StaxH ordered to vist hospitab in two provincial Scotdi councils — in the 
provindal council of Cambray — in the synod of Toumay — of Ghent. Bishop 
Ward's IsstmctionB at Sorum. Convocational proceedinga under Queen Anne. 
ReferencM to the usages of the dioceses ofWindiesler andWorceater, 357 — 360 

Sect. VIIL — Ordination, Institution, and Induction. 

Chap. I. — Ordination. 

Mui-tttsital dotiM in respect of the ordination, insdtutiau, and inductiou of clerks, 
long once superseded in England, rnie author of A Humbk Propotai tkc. 
dted— CooD^ of Trent referred to. Stann rutal conversant with the prelimi- 
naries of ordination — successors of cfiortpttcopl in the charge of esamiuing 
cuididatea for orders — and presenting them at the altar — Saint Basil referred 
to— Council of Nantes cited, lliomasain's reasons for tbe appointment of 
antipieABtcrtf tut al to tlus service very jnst 

Inqnintiona De or&iandit deridt ordered in the diocese of Constance to be pro- 
eecnted by blBM inni — the same in the dioceae of Avrancbes. Letters Testi- 
monial respecting life and coaveraation — age — acquirements, &c. of can^dates 
— gemunencfls and value of title — granted by branS in many dioceses, and 
made indispensable at Cambray — at Toomay — at Seez — synod of Utretcbt 
ReniKtt's snggeetiona — Convocational proceedings — diocese of Winton re- 
ferred to 361—367 
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Chap. 11. — Institution and Induction. 

Presentation uf ordained clerks to the Inshop, by Qtan0 tural of the diocese of Tonrs, 
in order to insdtudon. SraM themselves instituted clerks, ex cofuuetutUne, to 
dispels at Liege and at Florence — institution generally the act of the bishop — 
indnction that of the lural Dean— no payment for it allowed by a Worcester 
constitution. Corporal institution delegated to titans in Belgium — not theirs 
jure commurd, but the bishop's — granted to the Oiait of the district for conve- 
niency. Oath of induction administered by the Otan. Synod of Ypres — no 
presbyter allowed to induct without a licence from the btan. Examples of 
induction by iHwaf ntal in England, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
Fees forbidden to Utantl und others for investitures — and yet extorted by them 
— condemned by Archbishop Stratford. 9tan0 employed vicariously, as in- 
ductors, by BTchdeacons. Kennett's suggestions — proceedings of Convocation — 
recommended to the notice of the hierarchy 368—375 

Sect, IX, — Citatory anh Cebtificatort Duties. 

Vtan0 niral miiusterial to bishops and archdeacons, as summoneis of delinqneuts to 
make thdr appearance in COttit)(-&t)ttf(tian — Lyndwood and Field dted. 
Somner's linutation of their dtator^ and certiticatory services to clerical cases 
alone is incorrect Their employment in this capacity attributable to the 
mal-practices of earlier summoners — Otho's constitution r^vlalory of citation. 
Btailtf guilty of mal-administration in processes of citation — corrected by Arch- 
bishop Peckham's constitutiou — the same quoted, with Lyndwood's gloss. All 
primary dtotions issued by others than the Don rural, ofGdal, or apparitor, 
tmeanonical and void. Examples of btianal summoners frequent in ancient 
luBtories— one cited from lliom, with the crrt^catoriuwi of the fttan of Lenham 
— a second from Prynne's Uiurpatioru 375 — 380 

Sect. X. — Dbcanal Ai>PAaiTORS. 

Stanfl rural allowed the use of bedels or apparitors — who, like their masters, were 
supervisors of manners — their duties — responnbili^. Regulations of the appa- 
litorial economy in general by Archbishop Boniface, at Lambeth. Eariier 
restrictions of Qtcanal bedels at Dublin — at Norwich — later at Winchester. 
Every apparitor attached to a btan to be at least an acolyth by a canon of the 
church of Worcester — Archbishop Stratford's &rther restrictioiiB. Apparitor 
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of bnn* mtal continued dU the RefoTmation — found in the Beformalio Legjtm 
— Bog^ested for adopdon in the dioceae of Kilmore — empbyed in the iiles of 
Qnemse; and Jetsey — dwindled into a mere Berraat at Renssen . . 381 — 386 

Sect. XI. — Authxniio Seal. 

Hie seal of office an important instrament in Ae hands of the Dtan lUtal — conati- 
tuting, in E!ngland, his invesdture. Its use confirmed by Cardinal Otho — not 
inscribed with the name of the Otan, but of the office — which was temporary, 
with a few exceptions. Peraonal names insciibed on the seals of permanent 
dignitaries. Rncal Oiait of Manchester perpetual — inscribed his proper name 
on his sea). Examples of the more ordinary type quoted. AH officers umng 
authendc seals chared to keep them in safe custody, and to use them accord- 
ing to law. 

Documents to which nitl-Octanal seals were affixed— cn^j/Ecoforto — procuralona — 
itiquuiiionei de jure paironatut — inductions of clerks — testamentary papers and 
letters of administradon — vtUorei heneJuMTum — taxadons — testimonials for 
orders — mairiage-banns, &c. &c. Abuses in :"«l'"g certificatoiies and letters 
procuratorj, corrected by Archbishop Peckham. Seals of IttSHft ratal affixed to 
die valnationa of benefices under the Norwich taxadon. Other uses of the 
tUtanal signet specified from Mr. Lewb's work and other autboritieB. The 
powers of the seal ceded at the expiration of one year — seemingly an innovation 
upon andqui^^ — redsted by the bians — John de Athon's comment thereon. No 
fees allowed for sealing documents by bcaii^ mial — otherwise by archdeacons. 
Vtaim not in general extortionate in England—charged widt rapacity at Poic- 
tiers and Saumur. A small recompence allowed to the Dtanfl of the diocese of 
Cambray for the labours of the signeL Few notices of the Itisnal seal in 
continental synods — piindpaUy of the province of Rouen. Notices of seals of 
DcaM niral in Archteclogia — in Lewis's Tract on Seal* — in Somuer's An^ 
qtaHet of Canterbury. The seals of the ratal Drsntf of Sutton Valance, of 
Dover, of Ospiinge in Kent— of Burcester in Oxfordshire— of fHndiam, Nor- 
wich, Hingbam, and Breccles in the diocese of Norwich. Chester seals not 
obtainable— seal of the htrnvR of Newcastle — of Chateau-du-Lnire. IKntf- 
ttitznal seals still considered authentic in the Court of Arches. What seal* 
conmdered authentic by our ecdesiasticBl-law reformers. Seals of the an^ 
ptUftt of Leodium and of the ItantJl of Sunning, exhibited in notes. Sug- 
gestions for the restoration of tbe ratal ttan'il seal — instrucdons as to its 
canonical type. The author's seal of office 387 — 4)^q|(^ 



Sbct. XII. — Taxes cou.bcted by Staiijl Kital. 

Taxes of variona kinds imposed on the clergy, coDecW by nnl btani. Dedaue 
Saiadina, ^.D. hclxixviii., levied by them. An irr^iular impost probably 
gathered and re-distributed .by them in the diocese of lincoln. Stxitft, collectors 
of clerical payments in France, A.D. dcccxuii.— of DtcinuB Saladitue, A.D, 
HCCLiii., and AJi. mgclxxxviii., in Engtand — {Valor EccUntulicut Henr. VIII.) 
— collectors of Rome-scot at Canterbury — probably at Norwich — and in all other 
(Uoceses. Archdeacons gathered Rome-scot in the diocese of Sorom, and 
periiaps employed rttial tusM as deputies. Bull of Pope John XXII. addressed 
to DtaiM and olhen as tax-gatherers for his Holiness. Synodals and cathedra- 
tica coUected by Driinff for the bt^op, and, where due, for the ardtdeacon. 
Commisaon to the tuial Qcan of Hastings to collect synodals. Authority of the 
niral QtaiW of Chester to gather procurations and aynodals for the bishop. The 
bcaM of the diocese of Norwich obliged to receive all diocesan dues, episcopal 
and archidiaconal, and to pay them over to the respective parties. Their honea^ 
as synodal-^therers at Dublin rather donbtfuL Peatecostals probably rec^ved 
hylnml. 413—423 
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VOL. n. 
Paet V. — IR'^t tJDBpfmlEii ^fnnctfons of Scans lauTBl. 

Sect. L — Tax Institution and Econout of Kntal CCtopttiK. 

0K|>ttllIlt dutiea defined — ttcailK aQtborised to coDTocate local synods or ratal ^83f- 

ttrt — in Ireland — the diocese of Meatb — in cootiaental dioceaea — Cambray 

tbeiT object — of what cler^ they consisted — regnlatdona respecUug the pren- 
dency over them, lite ancient canon law silent on the sabject of ratl-bltanal 
ctaptntf — rare on the continent — more frequent in England. Traces of them 
in the Toga of Edward the Confessor — Johnson, Wilklns, and Spelmaa cited. 

Lyndffood's explanation of the term fay ftulum. Two claasea of tnial (i^aptint — 
one three-weekly — the other quarterly. Three-weekly meetings changed to 
monthly — called lalmlW. Hincmar's institution of them — their economy de- 
scribed. No earlier notice of niri-tltCBnal lapitula. Clerical conTentions not 
presided over by Stan)!, also called laUirilft — obttdned in the ninth century. 
The latter recommended by Bishops Atto of Vercelli, Ricnlph of Soiasona, and 
Uhic of Augsboi^. Both presbyteral and Bi:cI)ip(nA|[tml ^aptntf took pre- 
cedence of all other butuness on (he first day of each month. 

Eitraordinary or apedal meetings. Qnarteriy meetings. Their economy. The 
clerical membera «wom on admisuon. Regulations of particular chnrchea — of 
Trevea — Yprea — Cambray — ^Autun — Ferrara — Bois-le.4uc Ac Stratford's 
decree ordering the places of holding clerical meetings in England, a relief to 
the rural priesthood. 

Daly- convened tuni cftaptrrs. protected by canon at Cambray — at Malines — their 
objects incidentally noticed. The expences of ttiapttl-holding, how defrayed. 
Profits of beans tuial seemingly scanty and insufficient for the purpose. 0^a]^ 
UiS consequently reduced in frequency — at Ypres — at Rheims — at Rouen — at 
Ualinea — from four times to thrice, twice, once. Monthly meetings of beans 
mil tJwpttiS entire^f laid aaide, save at Milan — at Kilmore — and in some 
dioceses of the pronnce of Rouen. Attempts lo revive lUUKtJt ntctlngs of the 
dergy in England, A.D. mdclx. 
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Monthly clerical assooadoiu anattended bj Ixantt ratal continned at Namnr — at 
Arabrnn. Van Espen's reflection upon them. Probably there were no ratal 
tttoiUI within the jorisdictions, where none preaded at the dnical n 



Sect. II. — The Business tbansacted at Knisl ^fnftm. 
Chap. I. — ^Preliminary Rbharks.— Tub Dress of Scans and Curot at 

The bnaneas of lUtal tb^yttii — in general not separable into two distinct classes, 
according to the two periods of meeting — dintinctiona of cases and conrts rarely 
noticed. Qnsrterly and menstrual types of tiUfttn scarce ever both observed 
in one diocese, except in England. Qaartcrly, caUed prindpaUa tapitula — 
mondily, inferior — the jurisdictitna of both, for the most part, voluntary. 0Htia 
0^iitftianEtBt{tf. Thdr object, the support of church-disciplioe in the coontTy. 
Dress of tttanft ntial and their subject dergy, at t^aptctf , r^ulated by the synods 
of Xorwidi — of Chitean-Gonliei^-af Saint Omer— of Lambeth — of Rouen — 
of Seez — of LJaenx 21 — 24 

Chap. II. — Publication op Church-Canons, Decrees, &c 

Kntal tfiaptn^, viewed in theli^t of ecdeuastical courts of publication, proiniilgated 
the laws of provinoal and ^ocesan synods, &c. (Meath canons) — also cases and 
crimes reserved to the papal and diocesan courts — (the same verufied by the 
church of Bayeox) — presbyteral cases, or those from which presbyters conld 
absolve — tlttanal catiu mnorei, from wluch btantf absolved at their c^aptn- 
COnittf. Sentences of escommanicalion published at lapitulat fttMion^ whidi 
had actually passed the church. Registers of excommunicates kept by DcaRf 
rotal for the purpose of publication. Papal confirmations of excommunications 
published by the same officers. 

Standing sentences of eicommnnication repeated in parochial churches by the mem- 
bers of the 4>Bpt(t- The statute of Othobon ag^ainat concubinaries rehearsed at 
the four quarterly meetings — also the statutes of Otho, Langlon, Winchelsey, 
and others, IM/ri Synodaleg redted at Xie Mans, and Treves. Publications of 
canons in tnal cJwptttK, at B<na-le-dnc, Tonrnajr, and Acqiu . . . 35 — 32 
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Chap. MI. — Inforuation and Rbfohhatiom or Chdkcb- Abuses, Ac, 

KmcsI tfwpUm intended for Uu preBcntment and refonnation of de&olts in chtuch- 
disdpline. Arcbbishop Hincmar's mral seasiong. InformationB laid before 
ratal ctl>pttn( — entertuaed by the ttans generalljr, without judicdal process. 
Decrees of the council of Canibray— of the Bjnod of Antnerp — of Bois-le-duc — 
of Catobray — of Saint Omer — ^pertineDt to presentments of abuses, and the 
remedies thereof, short of the solemnity of judicature for their correction. Hie 
t^Apttm were deliberative local conventions. The economy of Milanese rami 
or foisnroufl conreations appointed by Borromeo, dted in fall, fivm the fint 
provincial conncil of the archbishop. Reports made to the bishop in the 
Milanese and Belgian churches. Canons of Roueu and Rheims for the r^vla- 
don of convenUons — tbeir decay in the Oallican churches, and perfect maturity 
in the Italian, at one and the same period 33 — 10 

Chap. IV. — Contentious Jubibdictiok. 

C^ipttm viewed as judicial tmirt«-<S{)i1fltfan— subject to ttatW rural, as Dtcant 
fflnJStinitatlft^their bunness — the punishments they were capable of a^judf^ing. 
The diaracler and laws of the rouil-<Sf)i{9tiBn — the administraUon of the 
same. The rural clerffy to form a consistory, whenever required by the Utan. 

"Die judicial character of the (tan, personally, and in relation to Ids t))WfUt, much 
controverted. Johu.de Athon, Lyndwood, Barbosa, Corvinus, Godolphin, and 
others, agunst it — quotations in point. Thomoasin, Keunett, Brewster, and 
others, in &voar of it. Judicial power of Dean lural retained in the diocese of 
Salzburg in the raiteenth century. Extract from Brewster's Collectanea EccU- 
timtioa reladve to the contentious juriadiction of the htan, independent of his 
[apftttlnm. The author's reaoludon of the extent of the ttm'i jndidal power, 
personal and capitular. Amplest form of judicial proceedings in the rural 
(ourt-S^lfan, from Hubert Walter. 

No person presentable judicially at the toutt, unless his faults were a public scandaL 
Plurali^ of local conristories in the same tttanis condemned — but protected by 
long nsage. Regulations of tittanal court* at Nantes — at Angiers. Composi- 
tion or arbitration enjoined in personal siuts of all kinds that would sdmtt the 
one or other — no payment to be exacted. Extensive duties of arbitratioa 
charged od Htmf tuul at Ypres. Tbe spiritual welfare of the suitors should 
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1 CComitnte. 

be the chief object of the court. Compodtion enjoined at the KalcRlH in die 
dioceK of Rheims. Btanfl appointed arbitratora and referees, by the an^lnshop 
of Conterbnry, in the case of Bishop Orosseteate 41 — 55 

Chap. V. — Punishments inflicted bt Iftuial nnirty-lSIldfltiBn. 

CenBurea and pnniahtnenta imposed judinally by tttaM mtal in local tOttctfl. Moni- 
tion — purgation — penance — suspension ab ingrenu eccUria — suspeumon litim 
office and benefice — escotnmunicatton. Abuses of penance by pecuniary cotn- 
nmtation at Sanmur — at Winchester. Limitations on lUtanal censures at 
Ravenna and Laval. Excominniiication denied to btsna rntal, except by 
express authority of the bishop — opinioas variooa on the point — Ljndwood's — 
Spelman'a — Brett's — Kennett's — many conndls imply the power to be vested in 
the office, llie jurisdiction of betaiul tJlBptntt in tithe-causes indicates a power 
of excommnnication vested in them. Btanst rural agents of excommunication, 
in the name of superior prelates, and in their own name, as heads of tunl 
nnitiflMrlcK 56—64 

Chap. VI. — Rbcotbrt op Chdbch Dues— Tithes, MoRrvAaiss, &c. 

The connexion of bcaM mral with dthes and mortuaries, traced to Edgar's Saxon 
laws — the officers of Edgar's and Canute's laws nodced. Process for recovery 
of dthes from Bromtoo — under Henry L — Selden cited. 

Knral cdaptmt cognizant of subtracted and litigated tithes— rarely caUed on to 
adjn^cate in consequence of the plenary powers of the priesthood to protect 
itself by summarily excommnnicatiiig such ofieuders. Archdeacons presided 
sometimes at tjiaptnt, instead of Iltans. Archdeacons and Otantf executors of 
the decrees of higher coorts in tithe causes. Sianfl of Jersey vaA Guernsey 
conversant with all tithe -snbtractioDs. 

Mortuaries recovered in lUial cfiapttrtf— at Dunstable— at Evesham — at Warwick. 
Mandate for the payment of a mortuary executed by the bean of Burcester and 
his clergy. Rules for exacting mortuaries by Archbishop Gray — by Giles 
Bridport — by Archbishop Wtochelsey — by Ardibishop Langham — Qtans ntal 
concerned in dteeiecntion of the law of monuaries 65 — 74 
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Chap. VII. — Testambntabv Maitsks. 

Testamentary jurisdicdoD, with bU its appurtenances, entrusted to tKntH rural and 
their tjliaptrrtl. Scans called locarum ortlinaTti (?) — in the councils of Dublia 
— Lambeth — Eneter — cognizant of testamentary matters. Heir jurisdiction in 
the diocese of Chester very ancient in reference to wills, &c. nnder certain 
limitations — still retained there, and at Manchester. Remarks of an anonymoos 
author on the subject Testamentary power of the beau of the city of Norwich, 
and the other tutal IltaM of that diocese till the Reformation. Bishop Freak's 
suggested government by nral ttaitf with testamentary jurisdiction . . 75 — 80 

Chap. Vllf. — Matkimonial Causes. 

Matrimonial causes and matters of divorce, according to Rennett, subject to rural 
cauttK-0t>riflfan in England till A.D. Hrcxxii. These matters inhttnted to 
IlfaiiK rural by Langton. Reasons for the inhibition assigned by Lyadwood, 
Atterbury, Somner. Matrimonial jurisdiction may be consigned to them by 
special commission. Btamt of the archbbhop's peculiars cognizant of matri- 
monial causes — having ardudiacoUBl power in their tttanriltf. 

No traces of bttanal jurisdiction over marriage and divorce, in runit districts, aAer 
the thirteenth century — Kennett seemingly mistaken. "So del^^te officer 
allowed to proceed to a final decree in his court or t))Bptn, without first con- 
sulting the ^cesao. Inhilntions innumerable against rural ticantf and tliaptttft 
interfering in matrimonial and other grave matters of ecclesiastical cognizance, . 
in the tlurteenth, fourteenth, and subsequent centorieo — Thomasrin and Kennett 
referred to 81—86 

Chap. IX. — Bbnepiciarv Matters. 

Trials for die right of advowson, and the possesion of benefices, committed to niri- 
ttianal c(apt(l-nmrttf — inquisitions into the last tarn of presentation, &c. 
Heath canons quoted — Dr. f^eld. Inquintional abuses corrected by Archbishop 
Peckbam — inqnlnlions ordered to be held in fiill ttiaptec — penalties on disobe- 
dient Otaitfl rural. Ambulatory trarU-0M^Bit< under ttcanfl ru»I, appointed 
by the Rouen councils for the recognition of churches whose jut patronaliii 
was under dispute. InquitUiona EccUrianifn n^ligently prosecuted in Nor- 
mandy by tlianK rural. Dr. Kennett's suggestions on thb head to Bishop 
Gardiner — Convocational proceedings under Queen Anne .... 8^—91 , 
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Chap. X. — Valorbs Bbnepiciobcu. 

Valoret of apprapriale benefices preparatory to the ordiaation of vicarages, and 
general valuations of all charch property for aasesdo^ papal and royal taies, 
were worked oat in niial cfwpUtil. Appropriation originated vicarages — 
inquindonal process for their endowment, carried forward in c)|ayt(M under 
episcopal sanction. An example died. V<dor Benefiaorum defined — first in- 
Btitnted in the thirteenth century. Previous assessments made not on oath, but 
by common estimation — an example quoted. Method of compiling the Volar 
of HccLiv. by rnial tianf and tj^apUnf, described from the Annals of Burton. 

92—97 
Cbap. XI. — Examination or Scbolars bducatbd im Parochial Sekinaribs. 

The ntral ispitula of Normandy constituted courts of examination to ascertain the 
qnalificatioiu of the parochial youth under public instruction in each ttants.'and 
to select from among tbem (he fittest of the candidates for holy orders to be 
advanced in the higher branches of scholastic knowledge — the council of Rouen 
cited. Stantf niral visitors of seminaries of education in Qermany . . 98 — 100 

Sect. III. — Concluding Rekakks on Kutal StiaptttH — their Decay and 
Dissolution, hore particularlv in Enoland. 

Some of (he duties allotted to Otaits rucsl and their t^EiaptttS rather occsfflond 
employments than powers of right Staiti mial rather usurpers of the privi- 
leges of others than deprived of their own. Rennett's defence of their judicial 
character — Thomasnn's account of it, at its zenith and decay. Decline of tunl 
tapitiila in England more particularly — intrusion of archdeacons into them by 
command of Otho. Rennett's account of tlieir abrogation — Whitaker's — 
Thomas^n's. Stianal clls^ttrS continued in many dioceses of Germany. 

101—108 

Sect. IV. — Suoobbtions for the Rb-okoanization of Slud-Bttanal flHOciotioiW. 

The institution of nital atfjUifaliontf of the clergy most desirable at the present time 
— to be holden quarterly under the Iltanfl nital, and to exercise voluntary juris- 
diction alone. Examples, foreign and domestic, of their beneficial influence on 
the well-being of the church. Atterbury's opinion of their utility. They may 
be revived at any time ( having sunk from mere n^ligence. fiCIinnfi SSuloii 
jl^ittftt may be made rnri-lftcaiial as well as diocesan — those of the dioceses 
of Saint David's, Salisbury, and Oxford, referred to. Hints for the improvement 
and extension of the economy of ^tluctfl-Snion-jbocUttnt . /. ~ . 1Q&-^119 
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PART \L—mt aetlfnt anb Mtbibal of tU HSI&U. 

Sect. I. — The Decline of Btaitfl tlninl, more particularly in Enqland. 

Tbe decline of mri-tlitxiuil jurisdicdon in England more narked than on the canti- 
nent. Spelman's nutice of the decayed state of the office in lus time — the same 
remaiked by Somner — Cooaina — Mocket — Zouch — Qodolphin — Inett — Kennett 
— WMtaker — Atterbnry — ^Nelson — Brett — and BUckstone. The preaent state 
of the office, as to jniisdiction 120 — 127 

SxcT. II. — CoNCiLiAR Dbcrxeb Foa THE Revival of Bcatlit Jftunl. 

Effints made to siutun the office of itm rural ia many European charches — coon- 
cils cited. Trentine decreea — Acqui — RheimB — Salzburg — AClan. While 
Kennett'a opinion shewn to be erroneous respecting Italian Xuaaf nx»\ — decree 
of the council of Tonlonse. Modem condition of the office in France — its con- 
stitutioii mnch the same as in England, bat better kept up — extracts from 
M. li. de Hertcourt's Loix EccUtitutiqiuM de Freaux — Richard's Anaiyrit <f 
Uie Councib. SUte of tbe office in Spain. Russian DtanH tuial, or VIaj[i>- 
ttPtttnU — the constitution of their order under Platon. 

Kuii-Iictansl polity of England. Effi>rt8 to rerive btans tUial in England under 
Henry VIII. and Edward VL ReformaHo Legum Eccfenofftoarum. Eudea- 
vonrs under EUzabeih, ^.Z). mdliii. — udlxii. — Kennett's and Atterbury's 
remarks thereon. Prophetyings proposed at the Hampton-Court Conference, 
under James I. — rejected by the King. Bishop Bedell's revival of Dtanfl tucbI 
in the diocese of Rilmore in Ireland. Charies the Second's Dedaration. Con- 
vocational proceedings under Queen Anne 128—161 

Sbct. ni. — SuaaESTioNB, Pdhlic and Private, for thb Establishment 'of a 
ttntal <StniTttl-VoUcc in tbi BianriM of Enoland. 

Suggestions of individuals for the revival of churctt-disapline, by tbe appcnntment of 
secondary ecclesiastical officers. Address of Martin Bncer to Edward VI. Pro- 
posal of John Rogers, the proto-martyr, under Queen Idary. Uuition of cures 
Bi^gested by the archbishop of Canterbury. Propbeqnng^— their probable 
efSKX — Holinshed's opinion of them. Projected union of pFopheSj^ng; with 
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twcanal conventiona. Decay of discipline. Sir Nicholas Bacon's suggesdon, in 
his speech to the Parliament Bishop Freak's proposal ficatltf THUl recom- 
mended by Bishop Hall. Archbishop Usher's modification of episcopal govern- 
ment—Short's sketch of the primate's proposal— Dr. Bernard's Ihictate on the 
subject — remarks on the archbishop's plan, by the anthor. Dr. Parr, and Dr. 
Brett Bidiop Kennett's Letter on Ounn ttttal to Bishop Gardiner of Lincoln. 
Ettracts from Dr. Brett's Account of Church Govenanerd and Gmtmoan — 
from Seeker's Fifth Charge — from Archdeacon Bayley, and others . . 162— 1S2 

Sect. IV.— Conclusion. 

Recapitnladon of the origiin and q>read of Dcanfl ratal in the East and West Their 
decay in Great Britain much to be regretted. Wont of local Otbtnailn and 
parochial violation generally confessed. Atterbury's earnest iqtpeal for the 
restoration of raial btaiM and tttaptntf— the same strongly urged by the author of 
J Humble PropottU for Parochial Reformation, anihy the Editok . . 183 — 191 

Paht I. — 0onti«tttal Bonttntnt* 200 — 344 

II. — Snglffi!) Bocuments 345— 47.'i 

III. — ^tttUi Botumtnts 476 

IV.— MA Boniiilfntt 476—483 
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PART I. 

Sfie Name anlr ^ftlt. 



SuHKAKY View op tub Killr* iemtD to tbs 9tin Iflntal : The 
RELATivs Antiquity of tbb hoht appropriate Vflles. 

§ANY have been the names and titles of the «»S|miIiiuii>.«i 
I nwral Bean, at different periods and places, if t«kk^«T" 
I we may believe glol&riographers, and admit, LeJ'.iaTo^ 
\ as his appellatives, all that conjecture has cZ^^^ipl^' 
collected in their columns. But of thefe, fome do not CMrio. oeaa^,' 
pertain to the bean at all ; others are of local and partial t^^p^fj^' 
application : — two only can be called his rightful pro- PSf^j^. 
party ; viz. 9rt5(ptf sibgtet ', with its fynonymes, derived 
from presbyteral primacy ; and Setanus^, from a prefi- 
dency over ten, either perfons or places. 

(') " Qiumadmodum inter epycopos epifcoporttm primut. Jive anU- *■». Bubob dt 
qii^mu*,did efepUarchUp^bopui.tt infer diaconot primut, five ctelaig Dignitaiibia, 
antiquior, dichu eft arcAidiaconii*, ila primut pre^teromm ari))l- <»P'" ■^8*■ 
yntfbgtti voco/ur, qifO/i preibyteronim piiimu,Jwe prafecbu." 




(•) " SttntiM vacant eo qoMJint denu jM^apo/Ui." AapdOa-de. 
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2 Vim KciXt Citlf. [PAiT I. 

lETh^iu "^^^ former is the more ancient title, being that by 
&!^^tji^ which ecclefiaftic brans of all kinds, whether tatijeftral, 
^Cax/«rtarjr, utftfln, OY (tttal, have been generally known in the records 

of the church from their firft creation, and are ftiU 

deHgnated in the writings of canonills. 

kTSTb d Though of Greek extraction, the term arclifpresbBtet 

PHti-Kii. is of Latin origination and application; the oriental 

Morta-dtAO. church employing the lefs imperious ftyle of opoto- 

XVI. «.ii.p.2i5. npEEBYTEPos ^. npQToiEPETz, and fubfequently iipoto- 
cii..p.af8. ' ^ 



SS.CC.T<iia.i\j. (') So Arfacios, who focceeded Chryfoftom in the bUhoinric of 
eoLSS.se. Conftantinople, is ftyled (yn Adi* fynodi ad Quercum, ^.D. ccccii I.) 
Son^Partiv.' nPaTOnPE£BYTEPO£ and MartyriuB irpwraJioKcvof. Bnt, inal'mncfa aa 
'' ■'' St Stephen u called, in the Greek Mrtiology, protodeaxon and arch- 

c IX- p. 323. deacon, and the Ilirpoc rU in>QT0IIPE£BYTEPOZ t% if 'AXt^aniptitt 
Uift.Bccl inKK^rian of Socrates is the identical BtctPJ^tftft, Peter of Sozomen — 
IC341! * '^" '".ITIOTO 6Eo^iAof rw TOTt APXlPnErBTTEPON, d.T.X. — the TanienefB of 
AiKBi. odH.E. the refpective offices \a fhewn under the diverfity of title. (See Cmtur, 
s«™(. Iqc. dt j^fagdgburg. Cent v. cap. vii. p. 735. de gradUnu perfmarum,) And 
Goar, in his verfion of the Euc/iologium, inrariablj tranllates HPQTO- 
nPEZBYTEPOS by atcl)lpttKb)!Ut. 

ValefiuB, the learned editor of Socrates, however, confidera the terms 

Httj&ptiMl and ynlciiriMt not convertible: for feveral nc{|pit«16]ltcT» 

occur in particular churches, he fays ; but never more than one pTOtO- 

pnSbjitn: — atcfiprtlAstrrS agun, in villages and towns, fnccelToTs 

of the t^oxtfltuoifi, but piota]it(S6stnfl only in cities ; whence, in the 

Jacobl Go«r. Euchology of Goar, npCTOnPEXBTTEPor t^s noKiaK. And yet, let 

oI^^^p.i87. ""^ obferve. the llPOToilAllAaES of Balfainon ad Can. -nit. AnHoch 

BeTang. %"^ have to do with the country ; anfwering to the uptofivtipoti- laif M 

X»^i npaiTtCovri of AriftenuB on the fame canon : and Suicer fay« of 

Tke/mr. Bcdtf- the |ltOlO(ispa, that he clearly is " vel primuM preAyter, vd Jane an^j- 

* S^ie'i l^tctftjpttt Latinorum." And, more to the point, it will be hereafter 

r^^mrarmt. feen, in a paflage cited from the tomes of the councils (Manfi SuppkmetU. 

adSS. CC. Tom. vi. col. 352.), that the title of fttHtfwAsttt is applied 

to the btan-ruial in the council of Reuflen of the year muccxx. mt ix. 
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Sect. I.] Jtumnuqi Ffeto of ZitUi. 3 

lunAi' — in hannony with their early nomenclature, 
which gave to the archdeacon of the eaft the title of 
■wfxanSioKovos — diftinctions ftill obferved in the fame Eng^ Of«* 
church in the orders of ptoto-iifereg or protopoptt and HuTHsAdd. ' 
protodeacon. 

^Phqirtsbgur, however, being a title of mere prece- 
dency, is not fo appropriate to our weftern Sean as 
Btcifprcftb^ter, which implies governing power and autho- 
rity in addition to bare rank; though, in the Greek 
church, the two names are evidently uled fynonymoufly, 
the APXinpBiBTTEPOi of Sozomen being the nporonpEXBT- Soiomen.ff.B. 
TEPoz of Socrates. SeeMor^an. de IBxotopapfs Diatriba. p. su.' sotiu. 
c^. III. p. 40, feqq. p. sis. 

AppUed to the chief fpiritual officer under the bifhop 
01 matrici ecclejid*, the Greek terms appear, for the firft 
time, in the church-hiftory of the fifth century ; the 
Latin title atc|){(rtesibsttr (for we have no inltance of pioio- 
piraihsttt in that language — at leaft, none of ancient 



(') When the presbyters of the Greek church began to be called Morifiui. if* 
■wecKoi-^apa, papadf, or papate*, the ptotdpiMtfejPtni became ptoto- ^nh'^lt 
ytj^ — a title which occurs for the firft dm e, I believe, in Scylitzea; <^-iv. p.58. 
who mentions Stylian as a protopapat (circiter A.D. dcccclsiii). On 
dte word papat, Jie Morifan. cap. iv. — It feems that nairot (ignified 
tpi/iiopiu, and iraira! preAyter — " ut paulaliTn dejinere inter epifiopo* 
id itttmtn ctepit, ita tAmwi^Uxd pTOTainciatione, elatum crevU deinde 
hUer prabtfUrot," fays the author of the Diatribe on piotopo^tjl. 

(*) '^Matrix ecdejia proprii ea dicebatur in qud epifcopiu ipfe cum Saker. T. E. 
pntbylerio Jwt, gvod nunc capilulvm canoTticorum dicUur, rf/idebat, ^"""i V 
cathedraJu hoda vocalw," In the Latin councils it is variouHy called, 
cat/tedra — matrix cathedra — cmitaienjii ecelejia: — in the Greek, 
futTftaami — KtyHowar rtji itokioi. From which lall term, nufiioMov (" the Can'* Ptiml- 
Lord's Houfe, becaule erected not to man, but to the honour of our ^J^^^f^ 
Lord and Sariour'O is derived the Saxon Kjirik, the Scotch Itljck, p.KU. 
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date) occurs a century earlier, in an epiftle of St. Je- 

S^™*™* i"oroe, (A.D. cccLxxviii.) " Singuli ecckjiarum epifcopi, 

drc» Dwd. Jinguli att^iifttibjatrcl, JtnguU ar'chidiacom, et omnis ordo 

ecclejtajlicus fuis rectoribus nititur:" — and in the tomes 

of the councils, for the firll time, in the feventeenth 

canon of the fourth council of Carthage, (^A. D. cccxcviii.) 

S!im°Eiiit — " Ut epifcopus gubemationem viduarum, et pupUlorum, 

Col""- ac peregrinorum, nan per Jeijjum, fed per artj&fjresIiB- 

ttrum, aut per archidiaconum agat." 

Thefe are the earUell notices I have met with of the 

title of atclipiftst in the Chriftlan church ; unlets, indeed, 

the Latin verfion of the Arabic canons of the council of 

^UlS'irf"' Nice, {A.D. cccxxv.) (deemed by Baronius, Hartman, 

c^a^m. I*" Pi"> Biihop Beveridge, Johnfon, Van Efpen, and 

vHn^'^' R ***h®^' ^ fpurious and fuppofititious augmentation of the 

Bm,T.(i.p.3i*. authentic code of this cecumenic fynod') be admtffible 

authority for a higher antiquity ; in the fifty-feventh 

canon of which occurs the following paflage — " ^oto- 



Pmdeei. Cnsa. and EnglUh tiCtluntl. " Vum aviem," Tays Beveridg« (drawing fronj 

in CC. Cone. ' ^ ^^'^ <^ mod imporbuit and rettlbnable inference), " hxc communi* 

Amcj/r.p.nB. Ju^rU majoninu nojlrii ecd^iie cajuslibet iemplive denominatio, veri 

nobit JimiUimvm videbir, prima Chri/Hanai religionit femiTia h Grtecu 

K\c d^jperfafuiffl. Neque enim,exi/limandum eJU qu^d iMiini Gracum 

nmtUR eccUJitt itnponerent." 

TracWiufA- (>) After nodcing the objections to their aathenlinty, Vui KTpen 

ad Can*. One. concludes, "At* aliijque argummUi petfw^um rjl hodie ervditU o— ' 



P.ii. uc.iv. jjj^^ ^ Sicien&fyitodo 20 duntaxhi canottea, qui el vulgo fuh tjui no- 
mine Ugunt3tr,edUoiJui^: Trjeciuut/uppofUiit SO canonHna ArabicU 
& TuirioTio ediiit ; et ab Abrahamo Ecchelenfi Maronitd Jj/nodi Ni- 
etente vindtcaUt , quos per ermrem et ipfi Bomani correctors pro verit 
agnaverunt in notw ad can. 13. diji, 16." Dr. Grier fays, in Ins valu- 

Efiiomt tfCC. able epitome, the number of the Nicene Canons never exceeded twen^; 

^' although Toman enumerates no fewer than ei^ty. 
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pipa verd, id e/i, ardl^teshgter guoque honoretur in ab- «rcc.t«b.h. 
JhiUd epifi:opi tanqudm epifcopus, qitia ejl loco ejus, et iuy'r.'-rom.u. 
caput Jacerdotum, qui JUb potejiaie qjus Jltnt in ec- "' 
clefidkc" . 

In accordance with the above authorities, Jablonfki 
affigns the origin of the order to the fourth century, and 
fo alfo Molheim. See the former's Injiitutiones Hi- 
Jiorias ChriftianeE, Tom. i. p. 99, and the latter's Eccle- 
jiaJUcalHiJioTy, Vol. i. p. 367. Maclaine's TranJIation. 

At all events, we have evidence of the nfe of the title 
in queftion many centuries hefore that of ftetanus — 
"decern presbi/teris prwlatitS;" — for the latter is not "oiwrti ft™— . 
found, in application to Jpiritual church-governors, till *» Sae^danimi. 
the reign of Charlemagne, in a confUtution of which 
fuppofed date it will he prefently mentioned, and in a 
rule of Hincmar's capitula addrefled to his archdeacons, HinmHi^m, 
(^D. DcccLxxviii): — and fubfequently to the former, 
but antecedently to the latter date, in the Decreta of 
Pope Eugene 11., the fixth canon of which enacts', 
" NuUus in bttanum vel archidiaconum. ni/i diaconus vel ss.cc.Tcm.ix. 

' *' col. MO. 

presbyter, ordmetur. Qut Ji ordtnart contempfermt, ho- 
norejit/cepto priventur." 

The author of the treatife de Beneficiis Ecclejiajitcis, 
publifhed at Vans in 1734, is miftaken, when he affirms 
(Vol. I. p. 85) that tlie title of Sttanus is feen for the 
firft time in the council of Clermont, can. 3. {A.D. mxcv.) 

(•) The 8S. CCfparfim repeat this chudd; and a coancil of Sau- Jff.cc. Tob. 
mnr, held onder tbe archbifhop of Tours {A.D. hccliii), enforces it in ^"' " ' 
the cafe of XatM ninil by name. " Can. v. De arcJddiaconis, artjbt- 
yrc^literif, et brtaniK tUfalttufl ad ordiaet promtmendu." See Van 
Efpen de atate et qualilate befi^iciatidanan, in Jut. Ecclet. Vnio. P. ii. 
"nt. XIX. cap, I. pp.463, feqq. IsvCiOOqIc 
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In the age of Charlemagne it firlt appears: and we 
look in vain for it in church-records of earlier date. 
Not that I am ignorant that the title itK6.iapjcps 

Ub.vi.c.iiv. (^decanus) occurs in the Ecclefiaftical Hiilory of Eva- 
grius in thejij;tfi century, ^mas Se ris tZv iv MojorupomiAei 

s^cc.Tam.yt. SeKaSafyxf^v, K.T.\. : noi that we have"Petrus in Chrijii 
nomine decanus ^c", as the lalt of the fubfcriptions to 
the fifth council of Toledo (A.D. dcxxxvi). The former 
example has nothing to do with church-economy ; and, 
as to the latter, I am inclined to think that the mar- 
ginal reading of " diaconus" fhould be fubftituted; and 
I would extend the fame emendation to the fignature 

Bfn/if.coLis98. of " Clemens decanus &c.", fubfcribed to the feventh 
council of the fame_place {^A.D. dcxlvi). 

^jj^ * To the council of Rouen in France I have elfewhere 

uii. »rt89. referred for the title, as borne by laical perfons, con- 
nected with the church-police of that country, not dif- 
fimilar to our modem church-reeves, guardians, or 

ss.cc.iam. wardcus (circiter A.D. dcl) : "Can. xv. ut becanf m 
ctvitattbus et m vtcts ptwlicts vtrt veraces et deum tt- 
mentes cmflituantur Sic." And I here add St. Jerome, 

^!;^.t^ Epiji-}^i^- iA.D.cccc); St. Auguftin. de Mor. Eccl 

c.vI.^l«. L.I. c. XXXI. (A.D. ccccx) ; Caflian. de Intl. Mon. L. iv. 

SSCC Tom IX 

COL2S.601.' ' c. vii. (^A.D. ccccxl) ; St. Benedict (^A.D- dxx) ; and the 
capiiula of Charlemagne, de ftiranis et proepojitis &c. 
{A.D. DccLxxxix); for early inftances of its ufe in mo- 
naftic polity. 
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SECTION II. 

fllTcfiijpn^tn — DiFFBRRNT KINDS OF fttcipyfejAstrM. 

IITHOUT entering into the queftion, whe- sdmaHiu a 
\ ther the SlrcftfcprEsftBUt {"fummus presbyter" ^^eT'***' 
; Honorii G. ^, cap. lxxxii. de Sacerdoiibus, et^^D.dt'a. 
I " the Head-presbyter" Gibfon Cod. I. E. A. c.'",'.'Tom.i. 
Tit. VIII. cap. II.) was neceflarily the fenior presbyter, — '*''■ '*'" '*'' 
feniority in tbofe priliine days being dependent on ■wpu- 
■nnJMjata, and not ■trpoyev&ria, priority of ordination, and 
not of birth, when found difunited", — or at what time 
fuch a cuftom, feemingly long dominant in the weftern 
church, (though Boehmer is inclined to doubt its having 



(') A very early coancil of Rheima enacta (A.D. i>cxxx.) Can. xix. SS.CC.Tim.vi. 
" Vt in parocMu mUltu laieorum ait{)lpHfl6stn pTttponaiur : _/ed-*"'- '*'*■ 
ipti fenior in ipjt* tffk debet, clericvs or£netur. From which it would 
appear that laics had been in the habit of nfurpin^ this title, — fome 
civil power, perhaps, b^n^ attached to it : at leali, the words " Qui 
fenior in ig/i* ejfe dtbd.," would rather indicate it. " Vox enim ilia 
fenior jam 6tm domtnum Jigni/ictAal," fays Thomoflin. Tom. i. p. 224. 
And foch feeins to be the interpretation pat upon this catton by the 
anthor of a modem work " de CkrifUanee ecclejiie prima, mediie, et Alaiii Aareiu 
wse^vue aia&t potitid;" who writes " cum fmc. vi. ineunit illts ^^J^-'mj. 
(aftttifini&tfttri^) demandari c(epi_^H cura turn parcedamm urbit, turn 
ruralhun, pavUa&m earam potejhu patere ccepit, eo vt ab ipja opti' 
matibttt tnuntu iUud Jummopere optari, ac quandoque if/iirpari cape- 
rit, prtejirtim tn GalUit." . 
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ever prevailed, Jur. Eccl. Proieftant. L. i. T. xxiv. §. xlix.) 
yielded to the higher claims and more juft pretenfions 
of perfonal merit.*, which had early obtained the pre- 
ference and headlhip in the eaft ; — it wiU fuffice for the 
purpofes of oxir prefent inqxiiry, that aH|)|)tftSt», to what 
caufe foever owing their primary advancement, were, in 
the fixth century', of two kinds, — tatftebral or nrfcan, 
and bftan or tutal, — and have fo continued to the pre- 
fent day. 

" ®trlian( dtcuntur," in the words of Duarenus, " qui 
in tirbe et in majore ecclefid qffido Jiio funguntur. Cum 
enim epifcopiis propter abfenCtam Jbrti vel occupationes 
Jiias, non poj/it omnia epi/copi munia vel Jolus, vel und 
cum presbyteris obire, Jed curasJUas cum eis partiri ne- 
cejfe habeat ; utilius v'lfum ejl ex presbyteris unum ccBteris 
prmponere^ qui ea quce ad presbyterorum qfficium perti~ 
nent, partim ipje exequatur, partim aliis Jacienda pra- 
Jcribal ; qti&m omnibus Jimitl presbyteris id committere, 
ne contentio aliqua inter ipfos ex communione adminijira- 
tionis oriretur . . air&fptesbgtiri bfcani nuUam 



OtfenMHauim' " PreshytCTB were fo called," fays BiAiop Barnet, " not from thdr 
Cmm^v-^ age, as they were men, but from the age of their ChrifHanity." " No- 
Tkt/.Ecd.toia. *"<™ ffi 10" letalit" <fcil. uptaffimpo^) in Snicer'a words, "fid offiai d 
ii.col.sss. di^ittUi*." It is a remark of the teamed Selden, in explanadon of the 
dtles of finiorei, prnbyUri, &c., that the fane latitude was extended to 
Dt J^ned. Ve- thefe terms when nfed in lay-polity ; " apud Anglot anHqm^ voea- 
'^'W^'^iuo ^"^^ eldermm fiu aldermen, quaji feniorei, non propter JenecbOem, 
fo). «(iti. atm iptidam adole/cente$ e^nl, fid propter Jajrieniiam." 

AiHutiai.ad (')" Hxt^ifxHhjitn," {aye Valefraa, " nomen honorit eft, non vetttf- 

l^^t. IX. '•*'*'• ^pifcopi enim ex pregbyterorum collegia eo» quo* veUent artllf- 
■«.T.ii.3!3. jpitSbjittrim eligebant, tit docet LiberatuB in Breviario, cap, xiv," 
RtciuiAaa- (') " Sexto eireiter fiectdo, diJHncta fuere atttpi^tS^stnonini ge- 
'k^-rriZ'tiy' ""■•* <*""• ^ «''■" StcIliptflSbsUt uAmiUS ejel, luialb aiiui." 

"'"■ LyCodgle 
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in urbe poteftatem, nullum minifterium habent, Jed in 
majoribus celebrioribufque pagis conjiituimtur. Ac fin- ■ 
guUs, praster ecclefiw propria curationem, certarum eccle- 
fiarum, certorumgue presbyterorum, qui videlicet per 
minores titulos habitant, injpectio, ob/ervattoque commit- 
Htur." See alfo Morin. de Sacris Ordinalionibus Pars iii. 
Exercit. xvi. cap. ii. 2, 3. p. 215. Boehmer. Jus Eccle- 
Jiaft, Protefianl. Tom. i. L. i. Tit xxiv. pp. 582^. and 
Morifan. de JfintOfafii cap. vii. p. 104. where the two- 
fold dillinction is extended to the Greek as well as the 
Latin church : — " quemadmodum in occidentali ecclefid DiairUe de 
arcti{i[tS&BtITOTUin duo genera erant, quorum alii quidem, n^i'^.'i'iM™''' 
quos utbanos diccbant, cathedralibus ecclefiis incardinati S^T^^j,. 
ejfent; alii verd, quos tuiales, tasiitoa, Uxtnats, paganos, or^' '"''' 
bfcanos cognominabant, pago?-um presbyteris, poji Jiib- 
latum prcefertim ufum cjioitpistoporum, ita mandato epi- 
Jbopi prceejjent, utplebis capita, parochique conftitueren- 
tur: haudjeciis in ecclefid Greecd, prcEter cathedraUum 
ptotopapas, Jeu primos pofi epi/copum in ecckfid cathe- 
drali presbyteros, innumeri occwrunt hcorum ptotopapa, 
etplebium nttionts." 

The diitinction, here made, is the popular one, ge- PwoMajM- 
nerally received; but Bifliop Kennett's is fomewhat p.s39. 
different ; — though he refers to Duarenus as his autho- 
rity. Severing altogether the tatficlrtal ari&fptcsbsteif 
from the tittini ruial of his interefling epifodej the paro- 
chial antiquary fays of the latter, " Thefe tstam were 
conflituted over a certain number of churches within a 
large city, and were then called liecanf uTbanf and bfcanf ; 
or elfe over the hke extent of country churches, and 
were then ftrictly called bttBnf ruralts." Gibfon, too, c«i./.£.^. 

TiLXLII.«.TIII 
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of tatJlielrTal beans, but bftanf he ufes as a fynoayme of 
• rarales '. 

Upon this view, the reader will perceive that uriian 
and bftan beans were merely rural beans', fet over 

V»a&iftiB Jmr. (') A faither diftiiiction between tatiitlirsl or urticat Xltmt, and 
£?nL ^' Ixant-runl or itcmi e;{ir{t(ttanftati», U derived from the fnperior nmk 
<ap.ii.p.5S. of the former — " 9Ltt^ifXtfibsttxi mtuUi rwUam dignitaUm,fedmeTum 
officivim habere cenfentar; ac in omnAu* Juu funcUantbut ab aiftruo 
tionibui epi/hi^xtrum dependent ; attflfi>tnbsttiatii0 vero cattielKaltK vera 
eft digmta»; muidaque de jvre vel con/iietudine annexa,jure dtgni- 
talM, id eft, jure ordmario jicuti archidiaconi habetd ; idedque nee pro 
arbiirio ep'^hoporum, totU aid diminui pq^nL" 

laLetLoixEccIeJia/Hquet deFrance,we find the followinff particularitieB 

of daty fpecified aa belonging to the atilpifrJtirtV of the Oallican church. 

Let Lalx Beeltf, " 'Htre ixiv. De I'qfflce de i'tt^lfOttt. Dam U/eptieme et dan* 

tfiiX^StDt, ^ neuvieme ftedet, Um fonctiotu de Vnt^iyttttt U Vi^Uft uHtinuU 

A'^Jr'*' 13 '^"^^ ^ veiUerJur Urn* let curi* de la mile, qji'on appeUoit alort cardi- 

natu; de leurfaire lAferoer lei ordotmancet de I'eviqae; d'offrir le 

JahUjaaifice en I'abjence de I'eveque aux joart JhUmnelt ; d'entendre 

la canf^ffUm de tout let pritret, el de kur impofer det phalaieet. (Jl 

y a encore de* axtHftttttt doju quelquet iglint cathSdraleM, qui font 

I't^ice, h certmn* jouri, en I'abjhux de l'4veqae ; mait qtd n'ont auame 

jury^cliem Jur let curd de la mile tpyhopale: on vmt encore doMM 

^auiret Socefet dei cur^ <jui ont le litre tl'aitbbptttiM tli U bUlt, 

auJqueU celte quaiiU ne donne que quelquet marqtia de ^dnctian. Jam 

aucunejitrydictionjiir leurt cof^iree. ^'axt^iftitct Or la tiflU etait 

fiumit t Carc/ddiacre.) 

" Lei nctpiprttitK tt [a camf agu, iju'im appelle communetnaii 1»srM 
ntmx, doinent veiUer non-fivlement fur lei peupUi, mait encore far la 
condaiite det caret qui font dam titendiu da lloj[tniu ; faire lAferver 
exademetU la difiApUne ec^JiafHqae, el rendre un comple Jidile a 
I'eveque de tout ce qui fe pajfe" 

^lUifl. ^ Ofh- (*) So Sonmer nnderftanda and applies the title : — " It le- 

'"u?' ^' '' ^^^ ^Bt I fpealc fomewhat of the titan, an ecdefiaflical officer fet to 
over-fee a cert^n number of parifhes, amongll which are thofe of onr 
cUjf, and a neceflary member in the ecclefialUcal or fpiritaal government 
of the fame. We call him a nilBl titan." 
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parochial churches and their incumbents, m urbe or in 
vico, dUtinct from iBtgclrral beans, whofe prefidency was 
only over perfons. But I prefer the popular notion of 
Bifhop Atterbury (no very high authority in thefe mat- a 
ters) becaufe it is fupported by the Summa Siheftiina <^m<^ t<u- 
fol. xxxix. (which makes the " Btcififxtibjattx tfbftattnsfs" "^'' ^ 
the fame ^ " ^. tttlt%ia tatiKbtaKs, qui alio nomine 
dicituT littanns,") and by fuch learned canonills as Car- 
dinal Holtienfis, Panormitan, Lyndwood, Auguftin Bar- 
bofa, Ferro Manrrique, Galzanetti, Van Efpen, Molanus, 
and others, as well as the above cited author de Sacris 
Ecclejia Mimjierus ac Beneficiis. 

To quote only a few :— " Efi autem duplex atcfifpres- ^^^f^^ 
bptet," writes Auguftin Barbofa, " imu& nibantiif, et aUus <^*' d***- 
rtnralls feu forancns : atbanus efi qui in urbe degens dig- p-m- 
nitati prteeji cathedrali, vel coUegiatd eccUJiA ; ittialfs 
verd, vel fotaneus, qui ruri eccUfice prceejl parockiaU, Jeu 

plebanitB el hie propria videtur diet Becanua .... 

non quod neceffarid decern preteffe debeat, Jed quia factd 
tranjlatione d per/ectione denarii numeri tltcanwjblet ap- 
pellari omni* ille, qui aliciffiis ordinis primus, et prtecipum 
eji" De ^rtli(ptesti|!Uto c^. vi. (Lugdum hdcxxxiv.) 

"^ic^tptcsbstcrf Tun^tn duplici dijirenlid " i&ysFeno D.M.F.Muir- 
Manrrique, " a&' namgue dicuntur tfbftatenses .... alii dntiu ii pt^ 

autem turalcs, Jeu fUbani aril^iprtstietet rutalto ciqtviMj, 

Jeu flthann% folicitudinem ^\tbanlse Jua, tdm in ru/iicos,^'uSr' 
quhm facer dotes in divinis et vita circumfpecHone gerant." 
See Panormitan. Tom. ii. p. 73 ; Hoftienfis Tom. i. fol. 
cxix. ; Galzanettua de Jure publico, L. m. Tit xxii. ; de 
&.tt^iftt%h^tttii et Idctanfs, pp. 230, 231 ; Van Efpen 
/. E. U., Part 1. Tit. vi. de Sccante lfflit(stfanftatfs, p. 29. ; 
et Tit. XII. cap. II. p. 58. ; Joannes de DeoP(wwVCTi/wA^ 

D,nlz,d.yCOOgle 
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Hdi|^ ^ Co. cap. XI. Molanus, having noticed the att^ipresbBtecf 

c.«ii.Vi5T. dbftaunses, fubjoins "reliqui verd pajiores pajiorum tt/t- 

tath diet folent betanf mraUs, vel Irrcanf (JCtufstfanitalfs : 

fed kodik atcftfprESbBterfyttrtrKm regionum diet malunt." 

" To fpeake in the phrafe-of the prefent age," fays the 

Lej^i^^nift* fcrupulous paftoT of Great Budworth, " the urban we 

P- **■ may call catfiitftad lieans ; the bftan, Seanes rurall." See 

alfo Downame's Defence of his Cort/ecration Sermon, 

L. I. chap. 8. p. 188-9. and, for the fourfold divifion of 

beans according to the Ecclefialiical Law of England, 

fee Bum's E.L. Vol. ii. p. 75. Scans and (ICi^apters. 

From thefe brief, but fuflBcient definitions and expla- 
nations of arttifiiKSliBterH! duties, the reader will under- 
fiand, in limine, their diflinction, nature, and character : 
though our prefent buflnefs is only with the titles of the 
office, not with its duties. Of the firft here defined, the 
ttrban or tatttbtal axtbfxlttt — his origin and office — it is 
foreign to my purpofe to fay any thing, ptherwife than 
as fharing, wkh his more humble namefake, the title of 
arctifprcsbstct and btcanns, or afilmilating, in fome of his 
functions, with his bitan reprefentative. His particular 
duties in the primitive church, localized in an epifcopal 
ihcrti. Pmi. city, we learn from a letter of Ifidore*, bifliop of Seville, 
de &dj'^ to Ludifred, bifhop of Corduhi,(A.D. dxcv.) — incorporated 
in the canons of the coxmcil of Toledo, (A.D. dcxxxiii.) 
— from a decretal of Pope Leo IV. (A.D. dcccl.), and 

(*) Gratian refen to llidore and the coundl of Toledo as hU antho- 
rides ; but I find no fnch paflage in the letter of the bilhop of Seville, 
nor in any conncil of Toledo, rniere is no notice whatever of the 
nt^fttlibsUt in the letter to the billiop of Gorduba, pnblifhed in the 
SS: CC. Tom. VII. coL 434, feqq. See Bajimi Notx ad GraHamtm, 
D . 25. c. 1., ad catcem Antoaii AugaHini Dialog- &c lib. il. p. 466. 

ii.y Google 
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other later fources': — and thofe of the bk&n or tuial 
arcjipifest, exercifed " per minores titulos '," over the Dterttat. on- 
clergy diftributed amongft the country churches, we TTijHT^qjfc. 
leam from a canon of the council of Pavia, (A.D. dcccl.) 
— recited auroV^eJ, and confirmed by a council of Rome, cmm. cne. 
otherwife called of Ravenna, (A.D. dcccciv.) — of which cgtWh.' 

C0L71W. 

more anon. 

Nearly three centuries before the council of Pavia, 
hican artfiptiBbgtets are recorded in the nineteenth 
canon of the council of Tours,(^.i). dlxvii.)— the ear- mcctohiti. 
lieft notice ', perhaps, of thefe functionaries extant : for 
they are certainly not fo ancient as tat{|{lnB( beans ; 
infomuch as fixed parifh priefi,s were of much later infij- 
tution than the college of presbyters, and confequently 



(•) See De <^do Btcimi CC. M. B. et H. Tom. i. pp. 497—499. and 
more fully pp. 535 and 741 — for the duties of tbe cat))tll(al bton in Eng- . 
land. The latter refereoces ftate the ofages of the churches of Lincoln 
and Saram, the former thofe of Lichfield. — For continental ulages, 
fie Boehmer. Jut EccUf. ProUjL Lib. i. Tit xxrv. § l. and Corvin. de 
perjon. et betufic. eodef. lib, i. Ht. is, n. 6. Hie Ktgifttnim ^oniti 
<S>Cmiintl(, a valnable iSlSb. lately tranfcribed, under the aufpice^ and 
at the coft, of Biniop Burgefs of Saram, b fiill on the fubject of the 
txtbfbial btxn'fl duties. See foL 1, 2, 3, 4. 

(■) The titvU were the fmaller churches; fo called from diis cinmm- MoA^m'a 
flance, that the presbyters, who officiated in them, were called by the ?• ^-^ ^^^ '^■ 
names of the places where they were erected, i.e. received titles, which Vol. i. note ft 
fixed them to thofe particular cures. 

(') Whether the fbllowing canon of the fecond conndl of Bracara, the 3S,CC.Tom.n. 
metropolia of Gbllida, (^.D. dlxiii.) refer to wAm or bUan aic)lptirf(t](, ="'-''*l' 
or bodi, I leave to the reader to determine ; — probably to the former 
only : — " vi. Ilmi placuit, vt de rebut eccleftaftinia tree tequa fiani 
potikme* ; Id eft, ep\/copi una, aHa clericonim, tertia in reparatiorte vel 
m luminariu ecclefias : de qud parte five ax^lfxt^^Ut.Jive arcAitfia- 
comu, iilam admiTiffirant, fpifctfpo facial rationem." 
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the rulers of the former, than thofe of the latter. How- 
ever, that Brcfiptesliglcrs were diitributed in rural diftricts 
in the fixth century, is clear from the writings of Gre- 
gory, bifliop of Tours, who died before its clofe'. We 
inrae.i^.c78. there find the following notices of them. " Slxt^ifxti- 
fl.6i^.c.i^. fcjjter parockia Nemaufenjts, &c." " art|i^te«6gter qm 
yu.fai.<i 9. tunc locum ilium regebat, kc." " Ciim accifpies&ster loci 
Eulalius clericos conviviis irvoitdffet, Edalius verd aUus 
preshfter tdduis ac pauperibus reliquis edulium prccpa- 
raret, &c" " attft^reBbpter Mereenfis vici, &c." AU 
which paflages feem to indicate that aic^prt'estfc were 
localized in country pariihes, and invefted with a ge- 
neral fuperintendence of others a4ioining, in addition 
to their own perfonal cures, or, at leait, with parochial 
rule and governance of other presbyters, in the fixth 
century. 



(') Qn^^ry, Ulhop of Tonn, or, as he U ofi^i called, Oeorgliu Flo- 
reotiiu Qr^^rins, was bom at Auveigne, about the year dxuv., and 
£ed at Rome in the year oxcv. 
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I HE title of Sletanus or Bean (for the pri- 
' mary fiffnification of which, /ee Suicer's GDrfon cwm 

TIL r 17 1 r a- ■ - * ^ lE.A.T\i.TUi. 

Inejaurus Jicciejiajiicus, in voce Aexavof, cap.vuLp.>Ti. 
' Tom. I. col. 834.), whether applied to fecu- 
lar or ecclefiaftical office, has its origin in a prefidency 
over ten, either perfons or places. " Abkanoi h ieicas," Ob^ar. at- 
according to Sir Henry Spelman, " in militid dictus ejt, ' 
qui decern prcefuit miUtibus ; in monafteriis, decern 
motiacMs ; in ecclejid me^ori, decern prabendis ; in epi- 
Jcopat&s divi/ione, decern clericis feu parochiis ; in cen- 
turia^ve hundredi diJUnctione, tucanitejitajbdalibus." ' 
The bean xaxaU with whom alone, of the many* here 
defined, we hare any concern^ was fo called becaufe he 
nfually had charge over ten country pfuifiies and their pmhakLX^i. 
clergy ' : — " dicuntur lietBnf," fays Lyndwood, " ed qudd in .. ^Mof 

: nicalct- 

(*} The reader will be ainufed, and perh^a edified, with Ley's 
delcriptioD of the different forte of Oum^ (if he chance to pofTefs the 
book) in " Defenfive Dmihtt, Mopes and Rea/oru, fvr Refujall of the 
OtUh, knpoffd by the fixOt canon of ihe laU fynod." London, 164L 
pp. 44, feqq. " Firfi of tuants," says the paDor of Great BndwoHh 
in CheOiire — " The doubt is, What bcsitrt are here meant — T/te rea- 
Jon, Becaofe in the whole canon law there is no titls of the degree of a 
ittnt (faith Azorius) &c. &c." 

(') But the fame latitude obtained in rural as in urban appointments, 
in refpect of nnmbera : for " nothing more common," in Fuller's words, nyUru <f Wet- 

" than '*«"'****. V^- 
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decern clericis {rectoribus ecclejiarum, Spelman. Glqffar. 
ArchiEol. in voce) Jive parochiis pree/int, fecundum 
Papiam." 

The identity of the office of the latter and of the 
tountig arctiprUsts is clearly proved from the ancient 
conftituHon — heretofore erroneoxifly attributed to the 
Rwfa.i-i. council of Agatha (^A.D. dvi.), and hy flheginon, Bur- 
6Drcbud.i.iix. chard, and Gratian, admitted into their feveral compila- 
Qnuui] i.Di,. tions, as one of its canons — wherein thefe functionaries 
' ' are enjoined under both titles, identified with each other, 
to attend at the' chiu'ch-door on penitential fervice at 
wT^fl" ^^ commencement of Lent. The words of this confti- 
p^ii. Li. tution (which, as not being found in any of the canons 
p.sss. of that council now extant, I have, on competent autho- 

rity, already ventured to appropriate to the time of 
Charles the Great— with the church-difcipline and titles 
of which period it harmonizes well, while it is at variance 
with thofe of the earlier date alluded to,) are thefe : — 
" Ubi adeffe debent ttetanf ', id eft, arcJ^KSbstiri pBiotftfa- 
ram, cum ieftibus, id eji, presbyteris pceniteniium, qui 



" than to wean terms trom their infant and original fenfe, and by cnftom 
to extend them to a lander figiufication ; as Otan afterwards plainly de- 
noted a fuperionr over others, whether fewer than ten, as the^ preben- 
daries of Rodieller; or more, as the three-andfOurty of Salisbniy." 
See alio Dr. NichoUs's comment in Mant's Prayer Boot, Introducdon, 
p. XVIII. in V. " every ittxt ;" and Angnft'in Barbofa de Canon, et Dig- 
miat. c VI. p. 64. before qnoted. 
DowDuoe'i D<- (■) "As the aii]^tpm6j!tnf in latter times were called btcani," faya 
fi^l^'ser- Or. Downame, " Uitan or cat|»rlKaI Utanji, fo the presbyters of the citie 
■"' '-'• J"^ (irpivfiirTtpci TVi woMan — Cone. Neoctfjar. c. 13. civUalenfi* pretbytai — 
cone. Agaih. c 22.) were in procefle of time called cananici and pre- 
beTtdarii, and the company of them, which had beene called pretby- 
terium, was termed capilulum, in Englifh chapter." ^ 

LyCoogle 



eorum converfaHonem diligentir mf^icere debent &c." 
Their famenefs is farther eftabliflied by a paiTage in the 
capitulary ofTouloufe {A.D. dcccxliii.). under Charles KmHCiiiid 
the Bald; which fpeaks of the arcjbprfests as actually fUMit^^.i". 
conllituted in their bf anifcs — cap. m. " Statuant epifcopi 
loca coTttfenientia per btcanfas, Jicut conjiituti funt axt^i- 
}fta,t^ifti &c." — by a canon of the fynod of Treves p.Ro«rfi«w- 
(^.i), nccccxLviii.), cited, with the latter to the fame '''^' 

effect, by Father Rouvifere, in his Hijiory of St. John's 
Monajiery " at Rheims — " artftfprrstiBtErf, qui el ftetanf 
niiales appellantur &c." — by the council of Clermont ss. cc. t<«u 
{A.D. MXCT.), " ut nultus fit an{)fp»sti9Ui, quod alt- ^ nt. 
«**i dicUur Qctanus &c." — by the councils of Tours ss. cc. Tn. 
(A.D. MCLxiii,), and of Rome (A.D. mclxxix.)> " Sl(Mn( <»n.'Ti(. »!. ' 
qutdam vet &xt9iftt%b^tm ad agendas vices epifcopo- 
rum &c." — by a refcript of Pope Innocent Hi. (A.D. Dnrtiat.On- 

, i . , . , . y. ... . . gor. II. I,. I. 

Mccxiv.) — " attfttptMbBUn, qui a plunbua ttetani nun- T.ixmcvii. 
capantur &c." — by a fecond council of Treves {A.I), rvrfm™** 
Mcccx.)— "Sireanf mxtt\t%feu fownses artj^fptesliBUrf &c." 
— and laftly, by a conftitution of Pope Benedict XII. 8^>>»B.cmciL 
(A.D. ucccxxxv.), "Setanfft nttalHitu duntaxat exceptis, sacc'too,. 
qui in aliguibus regionibus artjtripttgftgttri nominantur." "*•»•'■***■ 

Upon thefe many averments, we may, afTuredly, con- 
clude the identity of the Brt&fjrTC8l)stfTa( and btcanal 
charges : — upon which point, indeed, I (hould have been 
lefe foil and particular ', had not Mr. Johnfon, the ' 
learned and laborious tranflator of oiu* Ecclefiajiic 



(*) As nearly all the evidence to be hereafter adduced lelpecting the 
dntiea of tbefe eccleriallics u cited apon a foil coQvicti<ni that their office 
was the rame under Ntiier title, it feemed important to eftablil) the fact 
of idenlitf upon incontrovertible gronndi. 



zed.yGOOg[e 



18 Vsmt nA ZMt. [Part L 

LaVDS, controverted it in his notes upon the Saxon 
^l^J^' ** institutes. — " Very egregious miftakes," fays the vicar of 
j.D.tii^ty. Cranbrook, "have been committed by a famous anti- 
quarian in relation to thefe officers called ratal beans. 
He fuppofes them to have been the fame with the aict- 
pitsbSUiS of the feventh and eighth century; which may 
be confiited by looking into the Decretal, L. i. Tit. xhv. 
XXV." But the reader will acknowledge that Bilhop 
White Kennett, to whofe'able work on Parochial Anti- 
quities Mr. Johnfon alludes, might adduce 'ftrong evi- 
dence for his aflertion> in the cafes of continental 
church-police already referred to ; and, were the ifTue 
yet dubious, in confequence of fore^ examples being 
inadmiffible, might accmnulate on them our infulaj con- 
^if/^i'^il^Jitutions—the aic&piftsts of Ireland being therein Dud 
™-"-JJj*"^ to be the prefidents of the raral treanrfts in mccxvi ; and 
wui*ker>rffiy). BicliprUsts or beans being expreffly mentioned in a Bull of 
Vol. II. p.38o! Pope John XXII. to the clergy of England in hcccxvii ; 
and in the Proce/s of Grenefeld, archbiftiop of York, 
during the years hcccx and hcccxi ; and yet fitrther 
ob^ar.ad might he fupport his view by the united functions of 
I. Somner, Ducange, Dr.Mocket, and Dr. Zouch: — " Quem 



PolUittEeel. 
Joglcif. 
& c II. p. 8S. 



F^ s. recentiores tietannm ntTaltm," fays the antiquarian of Can- 



terbury, " et exteri atdifptrslisttium bftannm, anHquiores 

Angli treiannm tiTfitfstfanftatfft vocdrunt." '" bicana- 

' tfbtts pre^iuntur ntralts betflnf," — Dr. Mocket remarks, 
" antiquis art{|f|rTCSbsUTis non multian dijjimiles :" — and 
again lefs qualifiedly, " becanf ntiales veteris ecclejia tfiot- 
tpfscopfs et aictfpitsbBl'n's rtgfonarffs haud dijimiles " — 
and Dr. Zouch, " Sub arckidiaconis conftituuntur bfcanf 
Di,}Mrt.i.B. mtaUs, qui olim attti^iesbgtctf rataUs dicebantur" — Need 
&>'iJ!i^su. I add the alTeveration of Mr. Whitaker, the Hiftoxian of 
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Manchefter, that " the rnral l»an is thejomt ecclefiallical p«^'- «- nn. 
officer as the BTC&fpustipter or aitliiiifest?". or the much 
earlier opinions of Spebnan, Rouvi^re, Morin, Thomaffin, 
and others, to the fame point ? — Nay, Mr. Johnfon him- 
felf, in his Ancient and Prefent Church of England, 
acknowledges that " arttipnsbBtets and rntal beans are 
much the fame." 

The date of this change of name may be fixed, on the 
authority of the firft-cited conftitution, about the clofe of ^^^"^i 
the eighth or the commencement of the ninth century ; tk vi. a^. i. 
and the inducement to it, the division of diocefes at that 
time into acunnarfes or trcanttes ; over which arcftjiTittitK, 
previoufly exiftent as fubordinate, vicarious church- 
governors, were tlien placed with the new title of itans, ^wrapeimwi. 
in accordance with the prevalent civil polity of the time, f^.il'^i, 
and invefted with vaftly augmented jurifdiction, in con- •*'"■ 
fequence of the decay and abolition of c^orcpfstopf. 
" artJfcpiesliEttri dicti videntur liEtanf," fays Morin, " ed ihSocris or- 
gudd antiquitig duecefes erant per bitanfas divifce^ qui- EKni>.'."l\. 
bus praerant arcjipwftbgteri." (Ex Capit. Caroli Calvi c. 3. "' "' 



(') " IMoceftfl have been fubdivided into inferionr precincts," fays mftoriaitiBid 
Nathuuel Bacon, " called iMmarini or OttmaiiH, the chief of which ^j^J^^^, 
was wont to be a pr«t&yfar of the highejl note, called Bttaitufl, or axtb- xii. p. 23. 
yceiftgtgt. l^e name whereof was taken from that precinct of the lay- 
power, caBed tuctniurict, having ten presbytera under his vifit, even as 
dK tecnuurt under their chief." 

't jtucld ihcee^ e^coparum," fays Boehmer, " bane itt plurei tuts- Jm Eettf/kift, 
Mtit di/lriliuerunt et Jinguiit ^tOMdlmt Otianum feu a^lft»tib$Umm j]^^^^ '' 
praifecerunt, qium axt^ifitihgtmtli tuiBlnn duere, qui pretbyterorum 'lix. 
mttdium evram habebant" See Van Efpen I. E. U. Part i. lit ti. 
cap. I. p. 29: wherefore, by Pierre Rouviere the ttuanatc of Ofcai ia Bnmmtf-6tB. 
caUed tetania «ntii|^(C](6]ltRa[(« — an at^^gxittt being the eodefiafiical 
governor of the tiranfc. 

^^ D,B,t,zed.yGbOg[e 



Condi. Galium Tom. iti.) And very reafonable, indeed, 
c.«.'.iw.ri- it was, that the bifliop (who was, "according to the 
pTi^c!!^^! notation of his name, o-tonrof, a watchman and fentinel, 
and therefore obUged eiritncowtH', diligently and care- 
fully to infpect and obfervc, to fuperintend and pro- 
vide for, thofe that were mider his charge,") ihould take 
advantage of new civil divifions of his napouda, for the 
purpofe of meting out to certwn deputies, already con- 
Itituted in the church, well-defined diftricts of supervi- 
fion. For being unable to infpect perfonally all his 
widely-fcattered congregations, after the multiplying of 
Drongu country churches ; ^nd artlifprestiEUrates (" difirictus 
attlifpnstisteTf mralfs") being, like the elder tttonpfsto- 
pBlCB, ecclefiaitical territories of indiliinct limitation, 
(indeed we know nothing about them beyond this — 
that theur extent was fettled, and the capital of each 
appointed by the abfolute authority of ttie bittiop ; a 
particular church in every diftrict being exalted into 
a pre-eminence over the reft, and the rector of the 
one made the fuperintendimt of the others) he would 
gladly, for the better ordering' of his diocde, merge the 
■raonaffln. v.ti Uncertainty of the fpiritual in the certfunty of the fecu- 
F»iii.L.i!^v! lar diftribution, the aitliiiittsbsUrate' in the IfttanaU, and 

StauSnad. (') "UtUiter in otnmbut ept/iopatibiu," Caya the tnjhop of Tpras in 

^vnf^ Flandeis, " recepta ^/l cugi^ipte dkeeeju in btcanattM partiHo Ac" On 
the fcore of conveniency nlone, u far as I can fee, is the divifltm of 
dioodes into braiuint preTerved in oar eoclefiaftical booka, in modem 
days, where the ftnn esilta noL For regulating the attendance of the 
de^ on the dlfierent fynodal vi&tationa of the bilhop and his aidi- 
de&cons, the diftrict is ftill nfeflil; but would be Ar more fo,if it had its 
jItsMHi he. local ordinary. 

&°t«ti>nta ax- O " ^**^ J^ '^o'™" tUtmUimim ii^iituiio," obferres Vuxn Ron- 
rt^ttbtttMU. Tidie, " raqtie eccl^fiq/hc^ in agrit opportuni^ima. Cam emm ad 

'■*•'" " D,„z.d,C5c^ 
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the tide of anii|irie9t in that of tean-iaral ; and, therefore, 
Thomaflm ufes the terms arcfifptcstigtf rstns and trEtanatus 
as equally lignifying thele ecclefiaftical diTifions of the 
diocefe. 

On this fubject of the analogy of fecular and eccle- Jj,^;^^ 
fiaitic office, here briefly alluded to, in the ninth cen- nm^d^^ 
tar/, Wala&id Strabo has written at large, in his Com- 
paratio Ecclefiajlicorum Ordinum et Secularium / and, 
more to the point of our inquiry, Bilhop Kennett in his 
Parochial Antiquities ; as the next divifion of oiu" fub- 
ject, on the origin of the Itttanal office of the coantis, 
will ffiew. 



pnri)f/Uro* ntre degenlt* exUndere ft corUmud mm poffit ep\/coporvm 
out arMdiaconorvm vigilantia, coUocati Jvere per intemalla, in qm- 
btffiiam quafi exctMu pretbyUrorum aiiqiti Xutmi, vel sitfpipTtfAsUti 
voeHali, vt cteUrontm pretbyUrorum ac pUbit moriinu, vice ep^opi 
out arc/ttdiaami moigilaraii." 

" The crnft of the prelates," fays Nathaniel BacoD of our Saxon kiihops, B0oHcal and 
" wM to diftribnte thdr fpiritual offices throu^ the kingdom, fo as to ^'^'^^' 
influence and direct every part of the temporal goverainent, and to Pwti.e.iii- 
actnate tbe whole for the church's good. Urns every temporal officer ^"^ 
had a fpiritual concomitaat" 
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PART II. 

®fie ®rfsfn of ttt ®ffice. 



SECTION I 

The obioin op StBiM KKfal in oinehal. — ^iottflitofl 

jBmmbkPro- jjHEN, wheie, and by whom, nttttl attl^rfKW 

owoJ^/br^- E or Irians were at firft inllituted, we in vain 

VII. p. 30. ^' s endeavour tx) learn, in the filence of eccle- 

i fiailical hiflory relative to their primary 
ellabliihment. Our knowledge of them is derived^ not 
from the records of their inftitution, but from their 
names and acts mentioned in the tomes of the coun- 
cils, and other church-authorities of high antiquity. 
Thefe exhibit them in fettled power and influence, 
exercifing their minifterial functions in aid of the dio- 
v$a EfiwD cefan bifliop, wherever the calls of parochial vifitation 
■^.'a^i'.p.3o. required additional fuperintendants, delegate reprefen- 
tatives of the fupreme hlaKano^, for felisfying fpiritual 
wants, and fupporting local difcipline in new Chriftian 
communities. 

The date of their firfl appearance in the weftem 
church, as far as it can be afcertdned, has been inci- 
dentally ftated under the former divifion of our fubject 
The circumftances, likewife, under which both urban 
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and nttBl beam are fuppofed by Ihiaren to have arifen 
in the church, have been briefly delivered in the defini- 
tions of their refpective duties, cited from that eminent 
canonifl's treatife De Benefidis &c. Of the origin of 
the catfiilital trian I purpofe to fay no more. Of the 
1ltBn>nitBl's inftitution in particular, Morin thus rea- 
fonably expreffes himfelf, having juft before fuggefted 
the probable origin of the ttiban functionary — " Pullu- ^^^J^' 
lante ecclejid, et radices, palmitejgue per agros et vicos EHrcit^i. 
diffhndente, artfifprfsbptrrtg opusjitit, qui non modd pres- 
bt/terorum urbicorum, Jed etiam rujiicoritm curam gere- 
rent. Satis turn non juit aliquem presbt/terum honore et 
conceffu aliis praferri. Necejfefuit unum ceeteris pra- 
fici, et foUcitudinem epifcopalem cum autoritalejublevare. 
MultipUcatis enim per varias dioecejis partecias presby- 
teris, diddle fait epifcopis Jblis tot presbyterorum et 
parceciarum Jbliciludinem habere. Itaque unum ceeteris 
preepofuerunt, qui its invigilaret, leviora qu^que corri~ 
geret, et de d{fficilioribus ad epifcopum referret'^ 

To this learned writer, we readily grant the reafona- 
blenefs of his view of the origin of the atcli^itsbstttal 
economy in the abftract, and its excellent adaptation 
to the purpofes mentioned — the fpiritual furveillance, 
mider the bifhop, and in his name, over rural presbyters 
and their flocks. Still the office appears not, till fome 
centimes after Chriftianity had extended itfelf from 
urban to rural diftricts, and the bifliop's increafed la- 
boura had long needed helpmates in the latter quarters. 
How, then, was the ecclefiaftical difcipline of the coun- stt Mortn. st - 
tty in the mean while fupported, and the affairs of the p.iii.ExeM.iT. 
more diftant parts of the diocefe looked after, before 
tiie infljtution of btans ruial, and while as yet the arch- 
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deacons had do relation to the diocefe, but only to the 
epifcopal fee ? (Gibfon C./.£.^.Tit xui.) Were there 
any epifcopal fubftitutes of earlier days, from whofe 
delegate capacity our ntral art&prtsIiBteirs may be fup- 
pofed to have derived, in any degree, the type and cha- 
racter of their vicarage ? 

Dark as is the hiflory of the trttanal office as to time 
and place of origin, and fruitless any attempt to eluci- 
date it, out of the fcanty church-documents bearing 
on its elder days, we know thus much: — atx^jptfests 
or beans were not the firft officers to whofe vicarious 
protection under the city-bifhop, the church, in her 
wifdom, committed the infant regiment of her rural 
minifters and converts. Before the date of fuch crear 
tion, there were " chofen out of the fitteft and graveft 
perfons," certain epifcopal deputies— bfcarff epfscopoinm' 
suicerT. i — <lenominated tjorepfgtopf — rm xfopSv or t% jfupas iwi- 
x-t w» ■ ^^^^^ — „ yiY^Q^Q bufinefs it was," in the language of Dr. 
ph-Wm cm/- Cave, " as Jubordinate fort of bifliops— totiitttg or (as 
i>-»^' ' amongfl us they have been called) sufftBgan bishops, to 
fuperintend and infpect the churches in the country, 
that lay more remote from the city where the epifcopal 
fee was, and which the bifhop could not always infpect 
and overfee in his own perfon." 
*«"w]^'' *-*'' *^^^^ ^rW^fi l)(8|>ops and vican or rural priefts— 
o^'a"^!! SBPEmiKonoi, that it, and npetr^Ortpoi btix^ptoi or ■wpev^vrepot 
^m. txiivir. ^„ ^j(~. KUfious Kcu xopoui — the aucieut Greek councils 
^ih-jiwfj. make mention at the fame time, as if of contempora- 



(') "pTvnAiu itiJHtutoi ab epiJhopU tintpittofof feri co^fiatu ^ 
finleniia, ul effint eontm bituti in okit ac pagu, el ep^opalia in tw 
a minori* montenU obtreitt." 
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□eous eftablifhment, or, at \ea&., co-exiftent in country 
diftricts; — the presbyters' generally diftributed, one or 

(*) Dr. Mfturice is of D[niikin that the firft Jixed presbyters were at FhAvMoni/ 
Alexandria : and, certainly, Sozomea obferves it as a ringularity of that /cmi^JM^ 
diocefe, that anxiliaiy, or parochial churches, were in his day appro- RoDUi'iRt% 
prialed or conunitted to fo many certain fixed presbyters. (Hifl EecL J^] ' '"' 
Li. t. c XT.)— Indeed, as early as the middle of the third century, Ko- 
ay&na, biJhop of Alexandria, feenis to have congregated at ArTenoeta in 

EJg^ypt rovf itpt«0VTipovi xai tfJowKaAovf rUr ir rcuV laifuUf oitK^ir, 

lib. II. De Fromifi. apad Enfeb. H- E. vii. 24. Later in the same cen- 
tury there is dil&ict notice of a localized panxdiial prieli in a village of ToL it. p.sso. 
HeTopolainia iJcta Di^tutalionig Archelai f^copi et Hanetis HeieTi- Sbtar'i OH^aal 

archfe — arciier A.D. ccLxxvm) " Manet autem fiigien* ^ivSto Uirt 

adoemt ad quiendam oictcm longe ab urbe pqfUum, qui appdlabatur ^^''^"'' 

Diodari. ErtU autem preAyter loci HUiu, nonuM tt ipft Diodonu, 

qiaetua el mitU, &C." — cap. xxzix. See Bilhop Wake's Vifitation Charge 

A.D. HDCGix. pp. 3, 4. and a paflage dted from Eufeb. Ifjj/I. Ecd^. 

L. II. c. iiL in note (d)> p- 4. — E^phanins, in his diTconrfe of the Arian Dba^an&itfea- 

and Hiletian herefies, Cit i» the remark of Dr. Maurice.) fpeaks of fixed S^^J^ 

presbyters as particular and fingnlar in the chnrch of Alexandria ; wlnle, -it^tq. B, ix. 

in other churches, wMdi had title* as early, the presbyters were moveable g| 9. 

at pleafnre. 

At B«me, pattictdar title* are not annexed to the names of presbyters BkuV JeeottU 
tiU towards the end of the tifih century ; when, as yte now fign ourfelves ^,^1^^^ 
rectors and vicars of fudt a place, the Roman priefts (then, probably, Otvtnumn, 
fixed, in their refpective cnres) fnbfcribed themfelves, " Ca]iaM Jaaawriwt ' ^ 

Fretbi/ler l^uli Ve/iina, Martiantu Pitibj/ler TVuli Sancta CaciUa &c." 
Whereas before, diey merely figned generally, Prtefi uf Rome &c 

It is a cniiouB bet, let me add, and worthy of notice, as bearing upon Ronih'* jkSf. 
Oie antiquity of our vifitatitmal duties, that bfjtitlits fttiltjiUtt RtR ^'4^*^^'' 
^ipear about J.D.ccc, in an epiftle of Peter archbifhop of Alexandria; 
and again in bj> epifile of the E^gyptian bilhops about the fame time : — 
fccffcftcral mtinintnUiaittil feenung to fynchronize, in the dote of their 
inAitation, with that of the paroclnal de^ in Egypt; over whom they 
prided fobordmately to the urban bilhops, and iaftead of the cfioityU 
IMOfi, who are not there found at alL 

When (he examide was once fet of afligning " precincts to every Etcbf. Poiuk. , 
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more to each place (after they had ceafed' to live in 
community with the bifliop, and to itinerate at his com- 
mand) through the towns and villages of the eaft, as 
Chriftianity extended from city to country — the rj&ot- 
Boamr.iV; tfluofi occupyiog fuch more important fites' — metro- 
oMtatbu^icit comia perhaps, (jnatres vicortim capita inter omnes vicos) 
' ^' ' — as' were fecondary only to the epifcopal cities. 

church or 6tle, and appoindng to each presbyter a certaine compafle 

whereof himfelfe Dionlde take char^ alone, the commodioufnefle of this . 

inTcntioa canfed all parts of ChriAendome to follow it, and, at length, 

Binongll the rell, our owne chnrches,p about the year dcxixvi," fsyi 

Hooker, (bat thia u an error — En.) " became divided in like manner. But 

other diftincdon of dmrchee, there doth not appeare any in the ApoAle'* 

writingeB fave onely, according to thofe cities wherein the; planted the 

gofpell of Chrift, and erected eccleliaflicall txtlled^ea." See Duarenu* 

<b Sacrit Eccl^a SKn}/b: ac Benef. L. i. cm. pp.30, 21. ; alio 

Wharton'n Defence of Piuraiitie*, pp. 53, 54. Parker's Accwnt ofCAunA 

Gooenunettt for Jixhttndred yean, ^f. 136, 137. and Burnet onthcFbfi 

Ap<^}ical Camm, pp. 33, 34. 

fadt-JVnwH, (I) It is feirly deduced by Mr. Johnfon from the SAeenth, thirty-firll. 

IS, 10. ^^ ^°<i twenty-fecond AfofioUcal Canont, that there were, in thofe eariy timei 

52^ v*]f ■,****" — the nonage of the Chriftian inftitution inrefpect of itt outward polity — 

10. 19. SI. no fuch thing aspriefla acting independently of their bijhop at that date, 

viz. the latter end of the fetxind century, l^e diocefan and hU clergy 

lived blether in a body, in conllant communion with each other, in the 

city or other capital place of the diocefe, then called mxpouuai — (" A lively 

refemblance whereof rem uneth in the Ilcsnt^ and chapters of cathedrall 

charches" — fays Dr. Downame). Equally certain is it,at a later period, 

Vadt-Mtam, from the thirteenth canon of the Neoctejarean ctmneil, held about the 

Tol.ii.pp.79,80. f^mg ^^g ^ ^g Ajtcyran (,A.D. cccxiv,), that there were lAett counHy 

priefts and churches in places remote from the city — one ftep towards the 

divifion of diocefes into what we now call parilhea. See Blngfaam's 

Eed^. AiUiq. B. v. c. vi. 4, 5. on this fubject. 

^eboMuniGliff. (*) "In metrocomiU, non ej^fbopi, Jed xaPBDlZKOnoi et IIEPI- 

r^r**"""*' OABYTAI (id ^ dftultotrt) htftituH olim, nt can. 57. ConcU. Laodic 

can. 10. Condi. Antioch. can. 6. Concil, Sardic /fis viearmn mairtt 
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Such, it is rational to fuppofe, was the difiribution of 
the rural prieftbood, with its appropriate hierarchy, in 
the Eaft, ; where the old Greek fynods recognise three 

diitinctions of ira^mai— -thofe iv off ^/<rKoirc» iyeipcrro- 5— Zomtm fe 

(wiwTo — a fecond clafe denominated iyx^pm, and a third Can. xvh. cmt. 
AypoiKtKai. — To adapt which, with any degree of confi- BB™n!g.*«oi 
dence, to the different grades of the priefthood, is ]^, ■" ^'*' 
beyond my power. The firft were the urban bifhops' 
diftricts ; the latter two were rural irapotKtau — fUKpai koi 
od 1ro^H^^lf^l( (Zonar.) ; and the cgottpiscopus, probably, Siiigi<iT.<ii^- 
dwelt in the larger of them — iv fxArois aypoT^ kcu kuhous, d^^tamt. 
and not sv iaxcerlcus (" the outfields" — as Dr. Chalmers ^'jaopB/wi 
would lay) (Ariften.), that is, in the iyx-apioi, and not in ^«^ 
the dypoiKiKcu — though both were fubject to his infpec- 
tion, and all to the city bifhop or diocelkn. See Bifhop 
Taylor's Epi/copact/ Averted, feet, xliii. p. 216, feqq. 
Works by Heber, Vol. vii. tmd Slater's Original Draught 
in anfwer to Lord King, p. 104. The latter of whom very 
juftly remarks, that thefe villan bilhops, though bifhops 
m 'villages, were not confined each to a Angle .village : 
diey had territorial, not congregational jurifdiction. 

trant (the mother churdies) vt mttropola ciata^mt. Vnde fmaan 

Cephaeafullitm, act. 3. Conci]. Ch&lced. in hde Jub/hriptiane Not 

^ifcopu* CephacafieUifvbftri^. Et no» in GaUid Narhmenfi Metro- ' 
tomia* mtne Capeqftlei apptUamut. Phil. BerUntu PitAantm, dla- 
UUm I. c6. pa^. 71." 

Tbefe metrocomia were, in afUr days, the Tites of the baptiJmaUt 
eoet^, over which the ylfbinm ntbVfxtfbsUti or OuiiK niial prellded. 
" /& monfRJ baptifinalibju eccUJiU, guts aliarum velut malret rrant," 
fiiya Thomaflin, " pnefidAardur atci)'{tn(6stni, et hinc coram atque 
J^vmibda^ fiiMn in pMtes parochojque tut itamct&i omnei expUea- 
batU;" aa, id earlier iaye, die ^HntfilMOlpi faperinlended the churches Segter it Bpi. 

D„iz,<i.*n»oglc 
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But the diftinction, as to incumbencies, is not fuffi- 
ciently marked, in Greek records of the incwdination of 
the clergy helow the rank of the urhan bilhop, to admit 
FUebdAncia, of more than conjecture, as to where the ciotepfso^w 
'**'"''' ' dwelt, and where the ordinary parochial minifter alone. 
Nor isany. light thrown upon the fubject hy the Latin 
B./.c.Tom.i. verfionifls of the canons', who varioufly and indifcrimi- 
-rfpp p.uvi. nately render the fame Greek terms hy presbyleri ruri», 
as Dionyfius and Crefconius; presbyteri forajiici, as 
gvAiciMdri Martin of Braga; presbyteri vicani, as, in much later 
™-^Swi» days. Gentian Hervet, &c. Ac. And the local titles, 
i^ie6,A.qt. beftowed on the t^otrpfsiotii m either language, are not 
more diftinctive of the character of their rural relldences. 
Indeed, all we know about their incumbencies, is jnfl 
this — after the church began, in Jeremy Taylor's words, 
" to put a bridle" on the tliotqifscopf by canon, and they 
were refractory and difobedient imder the impofed re- 
Unctions, it was determined that no more perfons of 
epifcopal rank Hiould be ordained in country places 
Be™™, Smd. generally— ^v tous xafims kcu iv rat^ j(fapais—4v Ku^tg Ttvi 17 

(kmc's^jic. thence we infer that, before that reftriction, fuch as 

' ""' were called cJHottpdcopf were ordinarily there refldent, in 

. the molt central and convenient, at leaii, if not the moft 

important fites, within their refpective jurifdictions, — 

DtSpr.OrS- " extro urbcm" feys Morin, " m pagis, vicis, et oppidu~ 

'sihu^tiu, ^" — ^^"^ ^^' N®^°" — " "* '**^ ^rgeji villages of every 

cfcr£s,p.it7. diocefe;" — though they never figned themfelves as in 

connexion with any particular place, when fubfcrihing 

the councils at which they were prefent, but merely 

" Palladius rlionpfstopas," " Seleuciua cbottfittafvat," &c. 

In the Capitularies of Charlemagne (L. vii. c»Jl87), they 

LyCoogTe 
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are called " bfilanf tfi»tofl," and by Hincmar {Ojmfc. 33. 
c^. 16. p. 437) " bitanf." But fee Bifhop Beveridge ad 
can. xiu. Aneyran. in Routh's ReUq. Sacr. Vol. iii. p. 466. 
alfo the councils of Laodicea and Sardica above quoted : 
Le Jau de Aucloritate Poniificis, Lib. iv. p. 588-9 ; Mo- 
rifon. de Protopapis, c. viii. ii. p. 105, feqq. ; and for the 
ufage of Great Britain in felecting " tioted andpopuhtu 
ttmns" for her urfian bifhops' fees, vide Gibfon's C.I.E.A. 
Tit. vui. cap. I., and for the sttliftQifarB or jtuSiagan ifsfiops 
of England, ^pointed by the 26 Hen. Vlll. c. 14, " who 
had their fees in towns, and not in cities," Jee Dr. Bum's 
Ecclejiajiical Lavs, Vol. i. p. 227. 

The view which the learned Selden takes of this part 
of the economy of the Greek church, as &r as it has 
any bearing on the origin of endowments, may be learnt 
frcon the following brief epifode, devoted to' the fubject, 
in his Hifiory of Tithes : — but he is, I fhould lay, with H^arftt 
all due deference to his profound antiquarian knowledge iii.pp.'so,h'i. 
in general, decidedly in error, when he difallows any 
broad difference between presln/ieri parochiani and 

" As metropoUtick fees, patriarchats (exarchats aKo 
in the eafiem church) and bi/koprich, thofe greater 
dignities, were moft ufually at firft, ordained and limited 
according to the diftinction of feats of government, and 
inferior cities, that had been afltgned to the fubltitutes 
or vicarii of the Preefecti-praitorio or Vice-Royes of the 
E^ft or Weft empire; fo were parilhes appointed and 
divided to feveral minifters within the ecclefiaftick rule 
of thofe dignities, according to the conveniences of 
country-towns and villages ; one or more or lefs (of fucfa <^°w- sardtc. 
as being but ftaiatl territories might not by the canons 
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be bifhopricks) to a parifh ; the word parcecia or pari^ 
at firft denoting a wbole bilhoprick (which is but as a 
great parilh), and fignifying no otherwife than diocefe, 
but afterward being confined to what our common lan- 
guage reitrains it. ■ The curates of thofe pariihes were 
fuch as the bilhop appointed under him to have care of 
cma Nttafar. fouls in thcm, and thofe are they which the old Greek 
Omc.AntiiKh. counclls caU •wpeir^Crepot eittyafnoi, or ol iv ralf yapaii, or 
-Lxxxix. iv T<ujr K^aii itpea^ifTepot, that is, pre$lnfteri parochiani, 
op/xiii. CviK. within the bilhoprick, neither were the ttiotepfsupi much 
i.svii.''™' difierent from tbem. Thefe had their pariihes afiigned 
to them; and in the churches where they kept their 
cure, the offerings of devout Chrillians were received, 
and difpofed of in maintenance of the clergy and relief 
of diftrefled ChrilUans, by the aconomt, deacons or other 
officers thereto appointed under the bilhop ftc." — But 
we are going aftray. The reader who may wifli for 
information on the ufages of the eaftern church — ^the 
parent of all our inftitutions in Chriftian pohty — is re- 
BUbbpofUn- ferred to Archbilhop Wake's Vijitation Charge at Lei- 
^s'reqq. ' cefter (hoccix), as bilhop of Lincohi. He will there 
find an excellent fummary of the fubject, as bearing on 
the ancient rights and privileges of the church. 

Such minute particulars are unimportant to the main 

drift of our prefmt ■ inquiry ; which would only go to . 

prove, that, in. very early days, there were in the coun- 

aa Hoifae^'i try what we call parochial presbyters with local cures, 

c»t.i.p»tii.' fubject to the fupervifion of epifcopal coadjutors of 

voLi. u'lc urban bilhops : — the neceflity, reafonablenefs, and law- 

i-obl fiilnefs of which organization oS her.prieiihood by the 

Chriltian church, my predecelTor of the deanry o£ Chalke 

has advocated in his inftructive refearehes into the 
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origin of the Sttanal ofBce — Ihewing the practice of de- 
l^ating to truitworthy fuperintendants the care and 
management of certain parts of eccleflaftical concerns, 
to be " grounded upon feveral precedents in the word of 
God."~ For thefe, and my notes in fiirther explanation 
of " this partition of things belonging to the epifcopal 
function in the eailem church," together with the ori- 
gin, regulation, and diflbtution of the firfi-appointed 
bilhop's deputies — " commanded to be efteemed very 
honourable" by the Neoceefarean fathers, — I mufl refer 
my readers to the illuftrated reprint of the {ttttosrapll 
annexed — requefting their attention, however, previ- 
ooily, to fome farther remarks-on the tiioiepfftiopal office 
at its zenith and decline, and on its gradual tranlltion 
into atttifytesbpteiacB, in which it finaUy met^d, -both in 
the eaftem and weftem churches. 

Iiet me not be mifunderflood, when employing the 
terms Jubordinate and vicariotts in reference to thefe 
rural prelates. I would not have it fuppofed that the 
t^Oieptotopf were ever, in point of order, other than 
geTttane bifliops, from the period of then: firil appear- 
aive to that of their fin^ abolition: — however equi- 
vocal their character, in the opinion of the fceptical 
hiltorian of the Decline and Fall, and however unwilling im. ^Rcmt, 
De Soto, De Marca, Morin, Natahs Alexander, Van Efpen, d^' '4^. Edu. 
and our own Selden, to grant them the Aill meafure of 
their holy calling'. 



(') R&bftn Hanr, Hammond, Cofin, Cnvft, Beveridge, Bafnage, John- 
toa, Bin^^iam, Boehmer, Weifman, and, inflar omnium, the very learned 
Prefident of Magdalen College Oxford, Dr. Routh, editor of tbe ReUqai^ 
Sacra Sf Opiffcula Ecckfu^Hca, being all arranged on die fide of 
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Their very name and origin, and the conftitution of 

their office, prove their prelatical dignity, as Boehmer 

otfirtT. J. IT. has luminoufly fliewn in his Dijertationes Juris Eccle/iqf- 

"" ' tici Antiqui ad PUnivm Secundum et TertulUanum; and 

more briefly, in his Oyervationea Selectee, annexed to 

the end of the 1ft Vol. of the archbifliop of Paris's 

cip. XIII. oi- learned treatise De Concordid Sacerdotu et Imperii. 

^'«-pp- There is no authority, the German afferts, for sup- 

pofing that die ciioteiifscopf enjoyed not the full powers 

of the epifcopate, in a Hate of independency, up to the 

Bocfamni otT- pcnod of the couucil of Ancyra. — " Eandem dignitatem 

^pL'&i^LSfn in agris habebat o vponrrur qttam in civitatibus, eadem 

t^v!f'wLmd utrobiqtte, autore Jujiino, mania obibat, et ibt omnimoda 

/wpp.3iM,r«}q. gpipcoporuffi /jJtjj ruralium qu^m civitatenfimn erat ttrorifJeu 

Neque emm ante facuUm iv. uUum poteji adduci tefii- 

monium, ex quo planum reddi pojfet, vel nomine kos epi- 

Jcopos in agris conjiitutos ab urbicis diftinctos fuijfe. 

AdhucJtEculo in. simplicit^r vocaHJunt ep^opi Ac' ' 

Eaufd^ But when the polity of the church began to conform 

fttqq. itfelf to that of the ftate, their condition worfened. 

Before that, all bishops were on an equal footing — the 

rtior^fatopf being so many (rvXXerrowpToi, or commniftri, or 

colleagues, of the bishops of cities, and not bfcatif tptecD- 

poiam, correctly speaking, till a later date. There was 

their penary epifcopal rank and fnnctioa (ajid they aie only a tithe of 
what might be dted), maft aflnredly oatwelgfa the whcde CT«ir oT US- 
fentienta ; many of whom, &om finifter motives, would degrade the t^- 
(pijUOgiai order, and amalgamate it with presbyteracy. 

(') See notes to Prianlx'a Brief AceotaU, 10. p. 10. for an example; 
mill Jie refo^nces there dted, and aUb Mr. Johnfon's admiiaUe note to 
can. X. Aniioeh. In Coile of the UtMerfal Church, Fade-Meatm> Vol. u. 
p. 93. and Wofnuomi BSfioria Eect^itflica VoL i. p. 434. 
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no fuch thing as fubjection of rural to urban prelates, 
till the Ancyran fathers originated the limitation of the 
tjorepfscopal function* — gradually more and more abridged 
by other councils ; till, at laft, nearly all their authority 
being taken away, the ftraitened tjiortpfscopf could do 
httle or nothing propria Jure, but acted almoft entirely 
by delegation. And then it was, that the title of (pfsmpo- ''«*^'*»- 
tnm bftarff, or tfsj&ops' Ijepaifis ■, was applied to thgm, the «»«■ «*»<■ " 
very title employed by our own Lyndwood to deflgnate * spifi. o 
titans rami," quafi qui dv x^ptf epijcopi conjiituti et locum 
ejus tenentes." From this ftate of deteriorated autho- 
rity of bfllsn hltftoft, the tranfition was eafy enough, with 
a little more curtailment, to bfsftatorial att^tptesbjitciBti!. 



(*) At this and later date, Mr. Lewis fays, Hiar office was, to pre- Lavti** Egag 
fide over the conntry clergy, and Inquire into their behaviour, and make Sl^^^pT 
report thereof to the city Iiilhop : and alfo to provide tit perfbos for the 
inferior fervice and miniftry of the chnrcli. And, to give them fome autbo- 
li^, they had the fijUowing privileges conferred upon them. 1. Hey Coae. Aniinck. 
were allowed to ordain readers, fubdeacons, and eioroAs, for the ufe of '*°' '' 
the coiintry churches; but they might not ordain prieAs nor deacons 
without the fpecdal leave of the dty biftiop, under wbofe jarifdiution both 
they and the conntry were. 2. Hiey had a power to confirm ihoTe 
who were newly baptized in conntry churches. 3. They bad power 10 <^"w- AaOaA. 
grant letters dimiflbry to the coonlry cle^^ who defired to remove from 
one diocefe to another. 4. They had liberty to oSiciate in the city chorch f^™^ fitac^ar. 
in the prefence of the bifhop and presbyters of the city, which country 
preabytere had not 5. The; had the privilege of fitting and voting in &* Rontb'i Ji*- 
fynods and conndla. V?l'iiifp!«i«. 

(*) In the Manval aecordiiig to the uji of Sarum, the vtiffrastm ^o^ ixnii. 
feenu to be called the bfstWp'^ txpulj; ; fince, in die charge there given '^ ^' ^^'*' 
" to godfathers and godmothers," tbeyare chai^^, " to lerne the' child, 
or fe that he lemed the Pater nofier, Jtx, and Credo, afier the lawe of 
all holy cfanrche, and in all good^ hafte to be confenned of my lord of 
the diocefe, or of his btputt." ^ 
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See Bifliop J. Taylor's Epifcopacy AJferted, feet, xxxii. 
pp. 130, 131. Vol. VII. WarkSt by Heber ; and Blondel. 
Apolog. pro Jentent. Hieronymi de Epifcopis. et Presby- 
teris, feet. iii. p. 95. 

Accordingly, it was on the abolilhing and antiquating 
of thefe officers, (of whom I fear the reader will think 
too much has been already laid, and will ill beiu: what 
remains behind) that Duaren fuppofes bitan aidiptfesis 
or Ittans were brought into general ufe — invefled with 
powers much inferior to their mitred predecelTors, and 
lefs likely, by approximation of rank, to become offen- 
Di S"***^ five to urban epifcopacy — *' qutbus negue ejd/bopi nomen 
ocBfflmfc. L.I. attributum eft" fays the canonift of Bourges, " »wj«e 
aliud quicquam eorum, quee epytoporum propria Junt : 
ne fortqfsh ipjis audacies atque infolentieE ilUus, propter 
quam dgecti fuerant minuti ijii epifcopi, occa/io preelte- 
retur." 
aiqff. -fre^ In which opinion, he is fupported by Sir Henry Spel- 
' man; — who, having ftated that the cfiortpfscoptts was 

" ided inftitutus, vel poliUs Jubflitutus, ut dum epijcopus 
civitatem, hie vicarius ejus, rus el villas ciiraret," con- 
cludes his glol^rial remarks in the following words : — 
" iEiffottfdtttifmtim munus cum nomine Jenshn antiquatum, 
abolevil (nee pridhn) eccle^a : JhUnductis verd in eorum 
vicem (qui epifcQ'pis liberiits cedunt,et kumliori jure con- 
tentifunt) Bcctfpitslistirfs, ali^ tretonfs ntralftius, et pit- 
banis." See Thomaffin and Morin beyond; Nelfon's 
Rights of the Clergy, p. 271 ; A Humble Propqfal for 
Parochial Reformation, c. i. p. 15 ; and Pegge's Letter 
to Ducarel on Bijkops in Parttbus Infdelium, p. 22. 
BibUotheca Topographica Britannica, N". xxviii. 

Such, afluredly, was the relative poOtiim of thefe 

h>:,Coot;^lc 
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fpiritual o£5ce-bearers> the one to the other, in the 
church at large, both in the eait and weft ; — the taial 
or bfcBn BTij^fpietb^t or {itotopiesiisUt, the leal! ptesbQUf 
of titt cattntis, in general tenns, fucceeding the t&or- 
qttecopas ' : — in the weii, immediately and by name, — 
without the inter?ention of any other title, — in the 
eaft, mediately and under the changeful appellatdons of 
nEFiooEYTHZ, ESAFZo% npoTonPEZBrrGPOz, and npoTomnAZ — 
bisftoi, txatt^ piotopiftst, and pcotopope. In the weft, no ccm-b.^ih. 
canon of any fynod fubftitutes tie lower for the higher ^"^ '■'■'"■ 
dignity, till many centuries after the thing had taken 
place; — indeed, none, within my knowledge, till the 
twelfth century. But in the eaft, fuch a canon is found S8.cc. toib. i. 

-, , ., .-, P ■, oollJM. Tom. 

m the fourth century, — the provincial council of Lao- ir.coLieai. 
dicea (XD. ccclxiv.) confirmed by the oecumenic council 
of Chalcedon (^ID.ccccu.)* diftinctly fubftituting fifsf- 
tatoifal pKSbstets, delegate fuperintendants of the fpiri- 
tual concerns of the country, entitled hepio&eytai, in the BeTneg, s^md. 
place of tifllan; btefioiw; in compliance with the Sardican hB.i'.^'.v. ' 
canon, which had forbidden the erecting epifcopal fees ^^p,'Luiit. 
in country villages,' "left the name and dignity of a o»ibiraiBi- 
bUhop," in Burnet's language, " ffaould be vilipended." «<>« Wp.48. 

(*) " ibcvntjorem effi hone cocm ynitaiixps noUonem, adpo/i^ mmttai Marifiuni dt 
d. UaBodiliM,'' fays Morifan, " qudd nu/quAm prUti adpanurint hu- vn'p^i^ 
jufino^ foMfsptt, nifi i medio fabitOu in Ortgcid rfxavfiftOj^f ; ae 
Jiu^te veluti regimink mgenio, Jiibfiitui inpagit oporluU, qui queedam 
iOontm qffi^iia Juppterent, ut fnitbtutii, mulato nomine, Jiihrogatot 

(*) "nie church, being BppreheniiTe " left th« wmndeiing' employment Cbvc's P. C. 
of the t^tpifcopi jhoold reflect dilhononr on the eiMTcopal office," (at ^^4^*^'*'"' 
Icaft ftidi was one planfible plea for the alterstion,) " appointed thefe 
inAsttm idiunxt in th«r room; who, being tied to no certain place, 
were to go np and down the country, to obferve and correct what was ^^ . 

n2 Miilif e.OOgle 
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In the councils of the wellem church, the Laodicean 

nEPio4EYTHi — the b(«(tatO( of Dionyfius and Crefconius, 

the tntatot of SalmaTius and Suicer — has no place by his 

ealtem name, though functionally he appears to be the 

ssccTom. attftpresbgur or l»an niral:— under the former of which 

'*"" appellatives, he is recorded, for the firft time, in the 

nineteenth canon of the council of Tours (A.D. dlxvii). 

Wherever found, and under whatever title, the officer 

in queilion is, in rank and capacity, below the bfllan 

bfs&op and above the villan presbyter, as is evident from 

the paflages cited by Bifhop Beveridge from Juftinian 

^■>io/t.p 198. and Gennadius, in his learned annotations on the fifty- 

' feventh canon of the fynod of Laodicea. See Bumef s 

Supplement about Rural Bijkops, annexed to his 0^er~ 

vations on thefirji canon of the Apojiles, p. 49. 

GrMiting, however, that, in the eaft, the xoPEmiKonoi 
of the third century became the iiepioaetthz* of the 

amifs." Or, il may be, as rnggeft«d by JnAiu Henning Boeliraer, that 
Objervai. x. ad the nEPIoaBTTAI Owed their inflitation to the circumftance of the rlwc- 
Mare. itCS. 'P**"?' having pertiaacionfly refified the coatinmtl iDlerfereni-e of the 
"ss^*"^'' ''■'''*° bilhopa with the enercife of their epifcopal tunctiuiifl; in confe- 

qnence of which the latter, being defiroas to get rid of tbem, appointed 

bMtecf in thdr ftead, to faperintend and infpect the conntry dinrdies. 

" Ra vUlanu eedeJiU fchema quoddam et umbram iffficU fpifeapaU* " 
/■I Eccl^aft. {feyB he elfewhere) " quod explicuert HEPIOiBlfTAI, rdintpiere vobiermit, 
m'^xi'i''" '*' fi"'*^*^ operd et fine murmuratione t^oxtfitnfl exHngm poffhU." 
t »xii- See Archdeacon Parker's Aceount of Church Goventmettt for the jbrfi 

fix hundred yean, pp. 155, feqq. 
SS. CC. Tom. n. (' ) In the council of Chalcedon, presbyten bearing the title of IIEPI- 
f-^*^ OABYTAI are noticed — i (uAo^rranK ^p*r$VTtpoi «aJ IIEPIOAEYTRZ 

'AKi^avipoi (act. IV.) — BaAtrruw ra/a n/Mffiurtper Koi IIEPI- 

ToB-T. p.16. OOEYTHH (act z.) — and again, in the fifth conncil of Conftantinopis, 

^ipyun tpttr^ipvi mi nEFlOAEYTHZ. Se« -BiBgham'B Bccf^ .dtotifl. 

L.II. c. XIV. 12. 
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fourth, the exapxoz, perha[», under the bifhops after- 
wards, Mid laftly the nporonAJiAi', with its vmious fyn- 
onymous titles in the writings of the canonifts and fcho- 
liafts of the Greek church, (for proofe of the truth of 
which poflUoQS, in the commentaries of Bahamon, Zo- 
naras, Ariltenus, and Blafiares, the reader is referred to 
my annotations on Dr; Priaulx's Brief Account annexed) 
- — how, it will be afked, pafled this eajlern bfsftatoi: into 
the wejiern church 1 and why Ihould it be fuppofed, that 
the ittral artipreubBttr of the latter derived the conftitu- 
tion of his fpiritual fuperintendency from the iiBPioAErniz 
of the former? — The probabiUty of the circumftMice, 
founded on the fimilarity of their office and their geo- 
gr^hical diftribution. is all we can idlege in fupport of 
the notion, that the Aiiatic bfsftor is the archetype of 
the European bean itttal. 

Firji; — as to their fimilarity of fiinction — take BaUa- Jxftoii- «o(««i 
mon's expofltion of the Laodicean canon — ShJuu uivp^sBiM. 

K&VOVti %V TUIS KOUaiS Kai ev rote YOMMOIC XUPBinZKOIlOirZ Kai Tom. 1. pp. 479, 
« ^ ™. « ^ / , »( * * 480. 1 rqm. 11. 

mparpvTtpovq KavKrrcaraai Smpuravro' o St Ttapav xavuv repi- p. iss. 
O&EYTAZ itapaKeKtverai yheirdai koi ft^ hnvKmrovi- tva fii) 
yevtjTat tvKoraiftpovrjToi 17 dpj(iipo)vvvi]. iiepioaeytai Se ettriv o! 
a^ftcpov ■Kpo^cOOvoftevot vapa tuv imtj-Kawtav EXAPXOI. ovroi yap 
wtpu)ievou(rt kcu iwmjpoSa-t ra yfrvjfiKci a^tdft^ara, xai KarapfriijyviTi 



(') *' Vt apu4 no*," fays Moriran, " cfiottpitftopi* nttalrt cicjtlprtft^ DiaMbade^ptti- 
i^d. Dwaniquf <tftrij(tUlUt8till, Ua et apud Grxew fufecHfuni ptoto- p',^*'''""' 
ftifm pMiuni ntriontf." And in the twelfth century, Ariftenua had written 
in hb glofs on the tenth canon of Antloch and the letter of Sl Bafil on 

die fnbject of the c))ntpUtOpi — XQPElnZKOnOI Si (iVir, oi a^pov tV ro^ 

M^/ian Koi xai^fut nPOTonAnA&EZ ktyofunM. See Routh's Reliqma 
Sacne.VoL iii. p. 439. ^- i 

*^ D,nlz.d.yC.OOgle 
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-nw( wioTot!;. — and that of Zonaras — nmnoAtrtru Se \fyov- 
rou, Aia to vepiipj(e*r6ou, kw Karapril^eiv tovs irnnw( /«} Sjffwrais 
Kadeipav otxtiav. {See more, in my notes to Priaulz.) 
— Next, hear Bifhop Beveridge's glofs on the iame 
Antu-adaa. nEPiodETTAi — "Hi oresbutert erant, qui nuUo certo loco 
Syudie. P.1M. addicU, epycopi nomine ruJiKanas pareectas ctrctaneunteSy 

eas •mfitabemt ; imde tircuftgm et bfsftatorts dictiftmt" 

B.i.c.y. Tom. I. — Next, Juftellus's — who cites them in a letter of Gre- 

L. d(V{/t>. gory the Great, imder the iame title of bfsflon, in the 

^M.^id*iif. Latin church — " Vi%itBitott% ecclejiarum, clerique eorunij 

pp. 4, 9. ' qui cum ipjisper nonfua: civitatis parochias fatigantur, 

aliquod lahoris JUi capiant, te dijponente fubjidium" 

Gregor. L. iii. Ep. 11. ad Maximian. Epifc. Syracuf. 

— ^And laftly. Fetalis de Marca's — who wrongly identifies 

the tliotepfscoyas and nEPio&ETTHz (for, if the fame, we 

jeetntjf fuTely may aik, with Archdeacon Parker, Why was one 

^firmT' abrogated, and the other fubftituted in his place ? and 

'STiVm.'^' why, let me add, amongit the Syro-Maronites, fliould 

fiir^M. both ecclefiaftics be, now-ardays, continued ? Why? but 

that they ever were as quite diiiinct in the elder Greek 

church, as they at pre/ent are amongft the Chrifiians of 

Dec«iarj.sa- Mouut Libauus, whcrc they have totally different allot- 

L.ii.c.xm!'' ments of office to perform) — but rightly qualifies the 

4(0. ikiit.' bhd- ambulatory character of the nEPioAEXTHz with " ni/i aUthr 

mtT.dlfiT^t.ji. vifum fueril epi/copo, qui pttfotreatam alicui eccleJitE vi- 

«daHera,p.3M'. cona adfcribcre potejl, collato et adjuncto munere ctEterat 

vijitandi. Qua videtur mens fttijfe Synodi LaodicentE; 

cum anth cjiottpfsci^f minijlerium clero civitatis, ad- 

Jcriptum potiits videretur qud.m vicaneE alicui ecchfia 

qffixvmi" 

Now, it is in the delegate character of this bfsftatmrlal 
function, and, more particularly, in the latter conftitution 
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of it, that the nEPioAETTHz*, uniting the office of a par- 

rochial incumbent aSid that of a bfsftatot, approximates 

mod clofely to the Btttipttstistct'i^ntBl of the weft, as 

found amongft ourfelTes : — and it is, when not fo fpe- 

cially connected by local ties to a circumfcribed and 

particular fupervifion, with incumbency — xaB^pav otKeiav 

/u} ijfStv, " nulU Jedi a4/criptus" — that the lame officer zoi»rM«ic«. 

aflhnilates with the forannns bkat or trian ratal of the ^l!^^. ' 

archdiocefe of Milan. Nor is he, indeed, under the 

latter type, without his counterpart in Spain ; where, Au- 

guitin Barbofa tells us, are " bfsf tatoris aut bitaxli ioxanti, ot om-ku ti 

quorum operd epifcopus in totd utitur dioecefi" — in fiict, t.'^f.ti. 

tttial atdbjirtsbsUii or Beans. But whether commilfioned 

at large, or otherwife, the pctfobeatx of old were, in 

Boehmer's words, " quqfi procuralores et tpljHOpimim 

bftaiif," and, as fuch, " regiones epifcoporum circumibant 

et vi/ttahant." And fuch, in the modern orthodox Ruf- "ppfntir- *!/"- 

flan church, are the diocefan reprefentatives of the old 

ptrfobentic, called, in the Ruffian language, adiagoctitnnfe 

{/he extracts from Archbifhop Platon's Tnjiructions in 

the ^pprnSfx) — and fuch, in the Lutheran church there 

eftabliihed, are the ^tobsts, anfwering to the 30Ib9i>- 

clinmU. {See extracts from the Statutes of the Lutheran 

church of Ruffia in the ^pptnlifx.) 

Secondly ;■ — with regard to their geographical diftri- 
bution. — It is not unworthy of repetition, that the firft 

(') "VUkaOm, nEPlOAEYTR^ appeUatur tfyatpiUtfUt in eonciHo TbtmtOn.F.t 
Laodiceno : toque -nomine palcAerrimi JpvriUdi* hxc jwrifditiio decia- (1^^1.1^ ,J^ '' 
rvtur. C%m entm tiuxrii feinttt epifctporam effifnt, et it prortiu qui a^.i.tz-p-HI'. 
pofieh dieti Jtuit tttBxi tuialf*, in vi^ando maxim& eo traeiu, qui 
torumjidei et admimfirationi cre^bu fiterai, JpirilaU/uum imperimn, 
jutyXctione et charitate temperatum, explicabani." ^ 
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fynodical notice of the hepio&eythz is in the provincial 
council of Laodicea, in the fourth century ; that of the 
Bt^fxtibsitV'bian, in the council of Tours, and in the 
writings of Gregory, bilhop of that fee, in the fixth cen- 
&.Bor:oi.-. tury : and that it is the opinion of the learned, that 
cV- u'My. there was an early connexion between the GaUican and 
Afiatic churches'. Irenseus, bilhop of Lyons, the Grit 
founded Chriftian eft^ablifljment of Gaul, was a difciple 
of Polycarp, bilhop of Smyrna ; and many of the miflio- 
naries of the former church are reported to have been 



Origbiti LUir- (') The onginal TaraeneBs of the ancieut Utui^es of the exarchate of 

up. lOB,")).' E^thefns (the diarches, that is, of Afia aad Phrypa, iDclnding Laodicea), 

and primitiTe Oaul, ii reafonably entertuned by Mr. Palmer in taa 

Ori^R« Lilurgiex ; and it is a cnriona fact, that, whereas the latter 

eflentially ^flered from the Raman, the Alexandrian, and the Great 

Oriental, its rariatioa from the laft, viz. that of BuTd and Chryfoftoro, 

is didinctlj pointed oat aa being' in that very part which is fo carefully 

Caac. Latiic. T^nUted by the nineteenth canon of Laodicea. Whence the learned 

'^i^htB.i.C^V. *^^'^ Infera the previous exigence in the Afiatic eiarchate of a primi- 

TaD>.t.p.Si. tive liturgy (probably of apollolical origin) identical with the Gallican, 

and fubfequently conformed to the Oriental by the interference of the 

canon in quelHon. — Let me fubjoin, as interefiiag to ourfelres — 

There is no trace of more than two primitive Uturgies in the weft — the 

Oallican and Roman. The former feems to have prevailed in Oanl and 

Spun, and probably in Britain : at leaft the Britilh differed from the 

Roman, as appears from the anfwer of Angnftine to the BridJh biJhops 

Eijl. Ecelef. ^ ^ Worcefterfhire conference — the " caUra qute agitit moriliut 

'"'"^•^''u'd nojlru coittraria," the cuftoms contrary to the Roman cuftoms : whence 

It if.Vo). I. p.!S is inferred the fameness of the Gallic and Britifh rites and ceremonies uf 

worihip. Sfi Spelman. Brti. Conr.. Tom. i. p. 167 ; and StilUngBeet's 

Ro^^-*^ Orig. BrU. c iv. The Britifh cfaorcfa obferved the rale of the OalUcan, 

P 3l6.'Dlferta- as to the time of keepinff Eafler i and as the dinrdi of Lyons followed 

'^h^AiicjIrit. ^ doctrines of Ireiueua, who received than from Polycarp, the difciple 

Chmrch. of St John, fo the Britilh church referred their doctrines decifively to 

the fame Apoftle. 
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difciptes of the difciple of St John. From Afia, there- 
fore, the church of Gaul may reafonahly be fuppofed to 
have originally derived her ecclefialtical rites, cultoms, 
and difcipHne, founded, in all probability, on the mftruc- 
tions given by St John to the feven churches of that tttttiaiim, 
cxmntry (of which Laodicea was one), and more or lefe ciwp. iIi.'t. li. 
modified, at a later period, by fuch canons as were 
enacted by the councils of the parent church for the 
fiibfequent regulation of her own polity. In Afia Minor, 
t^oxtfiscofi originally abounded, and fubfequently ptxio- 
bttttie. If, therefore, from Afia came the polity of the 
Galilean churcli, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe that 
from Afia came the inilitution of fubordmate rural 
bfsffon into the diocefe of ToOrs; where they firft 
appear in Weft«m Europe, nearly two hundred years 
after their creadon in the eaii ; but as foon, perhaps, as 
the economy of the weltem church admitted or required 
parochial vifitation by other than bifiiops. 

Upon thefe daik. points, where fo much is left to 
conjecture, I venture not to hazard an opinion, but 
merely fuggeft the probability of the above hypothefis. 
" I woxild have none to ymagine that I take upon me utber'sMs. 
peremptorily to.detennine anie thing in this matter of miuAf'b^. *" 
antiquitie, as being not ignorant with what obfcurities ^'^^i^'^^ 
queftions of this nature are involved; efpetially where '"■"■p-*' 
helpe of auncient monuments is wanting. My purpofe 
onely is to pointe unto the fibuntaines, and to compare 
the prefent ftate of thinges with the practice of auncient 
tymes ; thincking I have done well if hereby I maie 
give occafion of further inquirie unto thofe who have 
greater judgment and more leifure to boulte out the 
truth of this bufinea." 
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Though the arc^iptrsbpterBl or ftotofiniptitil, pcrfo- 
beutal or tfsftatOTfal, ofBce was intended by the uicient 
councils of the church to fuperfede the t^tntfintajfal, 
and did eventually do fo ; Hill it was a long time before 
this change of polity was finally confummated. For 
effecting the object, the canons were, for the mofi part, 
^^(w^cl.'' topical, and concerned only particular provinces : fo 
o-™*"'. that we find the church, about this date, fiiys Arch- 
deacon Parker, varioufly governed, in fome places by 
tountrs bfsj&ops, in others by bfsftfng pTtihiattx%, and in 
fome diocefes by both. Even in the Greek churchy it 
would appear from BaUiamon's commentary on the tenth 
canon of the fjmod of Antioch, tboxtpiinpi and protopa- 
BuTsng. Sgntd. ftHftS Co-exifted — KtKuA.vfiei'ov into Tav Kavivav iariv, iKtCKi- 
•Kovs •^ivetrdai els ^pv)(elas nSKa^ teeu KU/ita;, Ktu Sik rm/n ^e(- 
(K/Tovow Eis Ttxuras irpBT^uripous, ijrtu npOTOlunAAAZ, Kou XQP- 

EmzEonoTZ. In the Latin church of the ninth century, 
the fuperior functionary co-exifted with the ioferior, — ■ 
the former, we may fuppofe, in a waning, the latter in 
a nafcent Hate ; and the biihop had the advantage of 
the triple miniltration of c|istrpfsco|i)tsS eitjipiisbgtn, 
sacaTom.li. and archdeacon: — to whom, collectively, the title of 

eol.6SS-Sa«. ._ . n .. ,. . ,. , , , 

cncAf^gr. " epifcoportan tmmjiertt atffutores is apphed by the 

^iv.'"* third capituiar of Louis the Pious, chap, v., and that of 

" epi/coporum ntinijiri" by the fecond council of Aii-la- 

CammttArMii (') ^D '^ ^^ enumendon of ecdefiaClical officers in the Latin vcr- 
fod'^ai*^ ^°^ "^ '^ NicKno-Awbic canons (of very donbtfid, or no anthenlici^) 
Fraoeiref Tor- annexed to the geniune Nicene code, atC^ptfAfcyttiri are also joined 
^.tiRML "''^ cfKncpIttDjpi and archdeacooB at a much earlier date (J.D. cccxxt). 
CC. nimftr. But there, probably, urban or cathedral attjiprirtts are meant The 

fifty-^hth canon fpeaks of the ^attflitoifVi and archdeacon " lanquam 

dtut mamu et dwe alte, qitibut epifcoptu volaL" 
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Chapelle {A.D. dcccxixvi.), m the latter part of chap. n. 
de vitA et doctrind inferiorum ordinum. From whence 
may be inferred the compatibility of their contempora- 
neous jmifdicHon, as well as their general fubjection to 
one fuperior. 

And why Should they not hare been co-exiilent in 
extenflre diocefes ? For the archdeacon being, in thofe 
days, a clofe attendant on the bifhop in the epifcopal 
city, refident there, and only occafionally, and on fpecial ^*^'J^^ 
bufinefs, fent, as a commiffary or mandatary, into the pwtiv.ctap.ii- 
country (more often on fecular than on fpiritnal affairs), ^ 
there was room enough for the employment of the 
other two in their purely fpiritual capacities, without 
interference with each other's privileges, or thofe of the 
nrban biihop. To the cItoi:t|i(sto)ittS, or bCllanus tpUu^us, 
of the date alluded to, we readily affign* a general 
fuperintendency over the whole country re^on and its 
villages, remote from the epifcopal fee, and the exercife 
therein of certain epifcopal functions, gradually more 
and more curtailed to the period of their final annihila^ 
tion, in lieu of the urban biihop ; who " himfelf looked '^'^^"^ 
to the metropoUs and the daughterKihwches by a general jucxvh. 
fupravifion :" — To the artflprtsttptei, we grant a partial 
fuperintendency over a certain nimiber of pariihes of a 
particular diftrict, within the precincts of which he was 
himfelf incumbent'. 



(') " (tImrcyiKioyi mimllenum, ejl," Tajs Ebbo, bifhop of Hhdms, Op^. Ebbn. 
" omnemfacerdotalem totiui regiomtjibi commiffie cotmerjaiioitem corn- ffrnngi. 
gereatqut tHrigere &c." SKP-deMarca-de C.&efJ. Lib. ii. cap. xiv. 
Tom. I. p. 293. 4to. Edit 

(*) So. Dr. Corm, T(i6. w. reemsto divide IbeTe fattctionaries : — "per Prima Lbaa- 
Man aiiquatn ^ac^fin ,■ tU tft$taj^ thvlarc* qui oUm iiaxtfiKOft, ^huS^S^ 
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Such an arrangemenf of ecclefiaftical officers — each 
refpecting the rights and privileges of the other, and all 
having the common good of the church at heart — 
appears to us as if it mufi work well, and be productive 
of much advantage. But it was not fo; — harmony did 
not, long together, reign between the bifhops and their 
mitred rural Veputfes', who were continually put down, 
and again reftored, according to the temper of diocefans, 
for feveral centuries ; till the church,, becoming, at lali, 
weary of the continual clafbing of epifcopal and c&Oftpf- 
capUuiar- L.VI. gtojtal iuterefts, determined, in the time of Charlemagne*, 

nunc (plMopi Su(6:a(((tnei vocanbir &c. &c. — In parte aUqud ditece/ioM, 
Ml aictttpiefl&sted (guo* ti(canafl niialcff vocatU) atque nunc pUrunujuk 
adhibentuT ad onnvocandum clerum. — Signijicandum eu norniihU ab 
Ordinario (vt Jit) per Uterat. — Inducaubm in benefida mce orcAwfia- 
cont TonotSu ageiUit." 

On the canfes which induced the popes to chan^ the clxretpilUapl into 

tttnlat Wb»f*,fie NelToa'H RighU of the Clergy, p. 127 ; alto Boehmer. 

Di0rtai, v. de Chriftianorum aetibtu in vicit et agn», § vm, p. 308. 

D. I. E. A. 

OHgbKtBcelt' (') Mr. Bingham alleges other caufes Tor their final fufpenfion and 

xiv! }VrV.** abohtion — " Jam wrd potejltu i])o»pf#(aponim" (I quote from Grifcho- 

Tom. I. p. 198. vius's veHion) " labafcebat, et ad deteriorem ftatum indinata gradaUm 

imminu^tatuT, donee taitdem J'teculo ii..Jictit etfabricatit decretalibu* 

et in. fcenatn productit, hand twri nominia epifcopi effk dicerentur : 

aique ita per puparura tyranmdem in ecd^Jw occidenltdibia prmjut 

abrogarentur." 

CapUttlar. Reg. ( ') " Plocttit ne ^ttfifUOfl ^ quibuJHam deincepijianl, quoniam hac- 

c, laTromliy' '^^"^ ^ nefcienObUi fanclorum patnim et markt^ apoftolorum dtcreta, 

V- 3^- Jiti/qve quietibut ac deledalionibat injiroienfibui facli fv,nt. Iddrd et 

oRm purffKpi, et nt^hro, afancid apoJioUcd fede fitnt proh^iili; et ne 

deincep* h quoquam, tarn ordinante, qvhm ordinari cupietite, IoHm prm- 

JiimpHo aJfuToatiir, d crunch regtd nqflri ep^hopU ^ trtfynodo cano- 

■nicQ pro/nhitum." And the fame was decreed by leverel other councils 

(fee Ducange in voce c))ottpiiltopuA) : but yet, for all that, they firnggled, 
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on the entire fufpenHon of the latter order; (as far at 
leaft as fuch an object could be effected by canon ; for 
many bifhops "Jvii qutetibus ac delectationibus infue- 
rentes," Ititl continued to depute the labours of the 
epifcopate to their inhibited reprefentatives of the coun- 
try,) and apportioned the feveral duties to the city 
bifhops, angptiists, and itttal brans. — " Nomen primim moau. <k s«t. 
Jitfiulerimi epifcopi, ne ampUus Juperbiendi illts occa- EurOLiy'l"',. 
^onemdaret: detnde ((fficia bipertiU Jiint. Qua gn/co-^*'"' 
porum erant propria, ut ordinare, ecckjias confecrare, 
confirmare, et e)ufmodi cum ntillo presbytero ab eo tem- 
pore ampli^ communicarant, Jed ^bi Jolts refervarunt. 
Ctelera verd qua ad jurifdicHonem, et ecelejia regimen 
pertinent, Btctifpirsligtttfs, et tfttanfs ruralfbus potij^miim 
attribuervnt. Unde etiam antiquit^s paulo poji chor- 



on for a long tune after, and were not totally abrogated, aa Peter de 
Marca obrerres ont of Slgebert, till the end of the eleventh centnry. See 
De Soto de InJUtviitme Sacerdohtm ipaJiA epi/copit animarum airam 
gerun/, p. 340-41; Jiodwe0.'9 Separatum (^Churchet, caf-n^m; Ardi- 
deacnu Parker's Accotmt of Church Government, p. 160 ; and Boehmer 
Jul EccUJiq/i. ProUJlant. Lib. in. TA. iv. § xxxi, xxsii, 

" Damnatw iamen non ubupu clgortptntoptitf," fays Mattheeus, " ei Dt Nomuut 
tttut centih damnatui, ep^eoporum ignavid tamtm, turn feculi negotii* f^fl^ "''""" 
<AJiffi el impediH, dum otiofiio amjulunt, paulatim rajixit Ac" And 
fo Natslis Alexander — " GC))Oiep(tftopH fooit epi/coponim in Jhcru Dt^f,etfpiUmU 
mmi/leriia dbeundi* dejidia. Homme» fciUcei laid ad epifbopalem dig- mfftrtaia, 
nUatem honoribui et dhitU* opimam evecti, onera Uli conjuncta ferre 
dedignabaTtiuT, idedque iila in tfnttplittKfot transferebanl, dum inierim 
ipfi UberiitM genio fuo mdulgerent" A fiirther reaTon for the coalinu- 
aace of theTe prelates may be found in the opportunity thereby affiirded 
to Uiiga and ruler* of putting off the election of urban. biOiopB to vacant 
lees, and receinng into their own pockets, or thnfe of their courtiers, 
during vacancies, the diflerence between the larger income of the fnperior 
ecckfiaftics and the limited ftipend of thdr fubdltntes. 

Digitized .yGOOgle 
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epifcoporum extinctionem artlifptes&Btni & mullis ^ttntd 
tutalts vocabantur, ttt notat Innocentius III. 

Nor does Thomalfla's appropriation of the antiquated 

duties of the tgortpiscopate ^fPer from Morin's; fare that 

he grants a Ihare of them to the ruling deacons^ 

F.t.,tti«. "Proximo poji ttmtfisnfos. loco erant axtbipu%b^mU 

Bh^J^^il" quo factum eft ut ubi Jublatitm eft iliorum collegium^ in 

^" '" "' *■ *■ maximam partem poteftatis et minijierii eorum adoptati 

hi fuerint, parte reliqud in archidiaconos refufd:" — in 

which latter remark, he is fupported by Peter de Marca, 

who grants to the archdeacons " Jollicitudinem animad- 

saetnLtiimptr. vcrtetidi tti prcsbyteros et pagorum vi^tandorum, qua 

Tom. I. p. 294. prtEteT ccttcra ttiorrpfstopfji compeiebat;" but takes no 

notice whatever of the portion of thofe duties which fell 

to ait^jiTCstisterfl : — whereas Morin looks upon the latt^ 

as having enjoyed them prior to their being fliared by 

DtSacr.OrM- t^e archdcacona — " Pqftea ne/cto quo cqfu pluiimiim 

^t'i"'in' imminuta eji art&iprrsbBterotum autoritas, et cum archi- 

p. ST. III. diaconis contra jus antiquum communicata." 

Elfewhere, Thomaflin, curforily glancing at the de- 
cayed office of the c^ortpfstoptw during the fixth and 
feyenth centuries, yet farther notices the lirong affinity 
which it would have home to the ratal arc^pns&stn's, 
had the latter enjoyed* a greater territorial extent of 
■nnntan. P. ti parochial jurifdiction : " koc faltem dicemus, cttm ax^U 
u^fi!^.'' pt«»6s*«rf« ratalftms magnam tjowpfewpfa q^nitatem inter- 
p-ai's." ' 

u-aj ^ (') ■~ Which more extenfive jurifdiction obtained at a later date in the 

Can. AroMe. lUocefe of Milan, in the cole of the Ennttoufl btXBrt of Archbifhop Bor- 

^^(^^oa. tomso. — " ad mcem itwrtj^tttopcnttn. qvibwjam Kon opat tft, accedunt 

ii.niL3l7. none hititstotttl quot vacant, in Medioianenfi eccUJid, bkaxiM (oraiuint: 

hifitntfactrdolet probati, quo* epi/eoput deUgU, tt ctrta* regione* dm- 

ct^Jhie aUribuit uj^HctendtM et hi/irandat, ut in dataUjud gngtm 
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cejfiffe, fi horum Jidn plures eJfeiU mandate Julgectaque 
parochia." Laftly, Filefac aflSrms the identity of the ft™<*fcc^iT. 
Greek finfolretita and Latin bians tntal in theile words — ' 
*' Si jus canonicum Latinorum Jequi vellemus pttfobtutas 
mm aliosjign^are quam au^ipttsb^tetos/fu betanos nts- 
tftenos diceremus .•" and Natalis Alexander ftates the ^^^Jjj 
devolution of t^KV\fi%ta^a\ vifitation and correction to ^j£ ^^^_^^ 
archdeacons and beans latal :— " SolUcitudmem biArandi zx»- 
rufiicajias parochias, et corrigendi presbyteros, qua dlOT- 
tpffcopts competebat, in archidiaconos et betanos cutalcs 
trant/uderunt epifcopi." See alfo Morilan. de ^rotopapfs, Murua* 
cap. viL p. 106. to the &me point ; and particularly, 
p. 115. where he lays expreffly that the ptotopapae pletifum 
cnrfoncs fiicceeded the ({iortpfstopC. 

But enough : — To multiply authorities on fo clear a 
point as the origin of the i;tual atcfitpTesbBteratc or bits- 
KBtf (for -me may, with Thomalfin, ufe the terms as 
fignifying the lame jurifdiction) out of the cbfitepfstopaU, 
spears altogether imnecel&ry ; and therefore I need 
not acciunulate on the many name? already adduced 
in fupport of the opinion, thofe of Goar^, Valeflus', 

giti extra civitatem eft, gui^ prwjeTU aUueri et cttrare pqfflt : quSiui 
fw primi nomen hoe impqfiteruni, videiditr imAi nameit ctlorrplMOpi ab 
it^idendiM regionibu* interpretati." 

(>) •' '0 nPOTonAUAZ — 7111 a nPOrofEPEYZ-. art^iprtAstK eft, et lieob-Ocn. 
antiqui t)|0Kpi9ni))f, Jt non tuminit Jhllem pot^atit Jiiec^r : nam et ^X'tSy'^' '' 
in itffttU* Fenetorum Le^orei ir^Htuit, et de rebu* eccUJiafticit Ajvdieat. 
Ubtfiuretjacerdolet eoacelehranl, prima* ipfi tenet, et in^inistii prcfert : 
«l tandem, id loqtdtar Codintu eap. i. irpwrot Uri -rmi ^/yunvt, ^ptm rn 
iurrtptia Tov apx«^<wt.' — iinde et in vicit, epiftopo <AfenU, relupM 
faeerdotAui fimvper praeminet, et tn aot jus exercet." 

(•) " flniipTtAsttrf m vicit H oppidii tnfenfiUn oojifiitadnmbtr, li^sfjjl^*" 
gtdppBtpdJiice^etwUinhmm^mil^ttmtttwm.'' Hyi-Seei 
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M. A. de Dominis', Stillingfleet, Downame, Colet, Richard, 
Blondel, Brett, Pegge, Nelfon, and others. The feet 
fpeaks for itfelf ; and, as Morin has obferred, the words of 
the thirteenth canon of thePavian council (A.D.i>ccch.), 
repeated in that of Rome or Ravenna (A.D. dcccciv.), 
indirectly confirm the corrcctnefs of our view. 

The canon referred to is an important one; and there- 
fore I quote it in iull, with fome of its annexed glolfes : 
D«T. Greg. IX. «« proptCT ojiduam erga populum Dki curam, JtnguUs 
Hofflefl.* plebibus ai^if'ctib'^itxzf praepe volumus ; quinonfolum 
commm.foi imperiti vulgi folicitudinem gerant, verian etiam eorum 
^''TioTo'a pfcsbyterorum, qui per minores titutos {ecclefiasgL Hoft.) 
Torn. u. ml. habitant, vitam Jugi circumfpeclione cuftodiant, et qud 
Cj""" CMC*, unufqui/que indujirid divinum opus exerceat, epifcopofuo 
renuntient {quod folus epifcopus eji judex ordinarius im 
Jud dyfxefi de jure communi, gl. Hoft.) Nee oblendat 
epyiopus non egere plebem atc^ijirestigtFto ; qua/i ipfe earn 
gubemare valeeU ; quia etji valdi idoneusjit, decet tamen 
ut partiatur onera Jim ; et fiyut ipfe matrici ecckfiee 
{catkedrali, majori titulo, gl. Hoft.) prteejl, ita ax^fxn- 
bginf preefint plebibus', ut in nullo titubet ecclefiaJOca 



(') 8te M. A. de Dominu de RepubUcd Ecck/uyHcd, h. u. c, n. 
p. 291. 

(*) In accordance with which prefidency over the axlefix ba^i/malet 

of the country, here denominated fUbtf, the earliell atteOation of the 

(onnttjt anl)piU)lt, which has come under my notice, gives him the title 

of «(]t(|pteiAstn tx pldbt. It is fubfcribed to a grant of Benedict. 

Hnniori Jmiq. lulhop of Adria, A.D. uuv. — " Pelnu tat^uAsptt D* flA* SaitcU 

The cited Paviaa canon beii^ an important docoment, the reader mil 

coL 413. not deem the remarks of Muratori upon it irrelevant " £x A*t Aoiet," 

tkys(biBhkbon(maeompiixT,"rttn/uj^matricei/ttiepnmariaMpanekia*, 
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JbUcittido; cuncta tamm {Jubaudi mcgora et dubitcUiilia, 
gl. Hoft.) rtferaiU ad ^nfcopum, (prater minora qua ipft 
detenainare poteji, cum habeat ordinariam jurifdictioTtem, 
gloffT) Nee atiquid contra ^u» decretum ordinary prafu- 
mant : (Jubaudi etiam /ere, cum enim aic^t'pttsbstet et carchi- 
diaeonus vtcarti funt epifcopi, patet quod epifcoput potejl 
eot, nifi confuetudo obftet contraria, quandocunque voluerit 
pro/ttbere, re/ eorumfententias reoocare, glojf. Hoft.) " 

We here fee granted to ratal arc^itsb^Uts (in the firft ^^^p**"^ 
canon of the weflem church that gives them plenary ^"^ 'j- 
inftitution, and clearly diltinguiihes them from the urban 
officers) the whole of the tIiotep{sco|iaI functions, fave 
thofe alone of the higheft grade (as collations to holy 
orders &c.) ; which the bifhops refumed and retained in 
their own hands ; inafmuch as thefe were incommuni- 
cable powers, and could not, canonically, be delegated 
to perfons not of epifcopal dignity. And fo clofe was 
the approximation, and indiftinct the line of demarcation 
between aicIipicsbBtnsb^ at its zenith, and cfiorepfsti^BtB 
at its decline, that the privileges of urban bifhops were, 
at one time, as much infringed by the ambitious inter- 
ference of their unmitred treans, as they had previoufly 
been by that of their mitred sufhagans. 

Even when the church had decreed, in more than one 

pfeM* appeUatiotu di/UncUu, vbi baplifimu celArabalvr ; quibtu qui 
^afia^caUur, nc^q^trtftstcri cot^woire vocari. Erant auttm et atite 
tmitoret paraMa iminoret iUuli-captUai) astHfttliSUn iia JvUgxta, 
ut qaoHa dt iin coUocando redore Jioe pretbj/tero ad coaf^fflonet 
attdSendiu, aHaque prtUer bapt^itm, aUaque peragenda, eUctio Jptc- 
tartt mm folum ad epj/capum, fid etiam, ad KaUfxtiisttXVm." After 
whidi, be qnotes exampLeB of the letter's "jut cot^ftUuendi reetam in 
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councU, the entire abolition of i^txtpiitofU and had, by 

the canon above cited, and many others, ftrictly defined 

the duties of their fucceflbrs, (fo that there ihonld be 

no more confufion of privileges in the adminiftration of 

ckrmica Oer. fplritual affau-s,) we find the nitBl atclipriesis, like their 

ITeoLim. ' ff|ote(iiscopal predeceflbrs, trajifgrelTrng the boundary line 

within which conciliar law had placed them, and at an 

annual rent {"/ub annuo pretio" — " pro certd pecunia 

quantitate") — flraoniacaJly purchafing of their diocefan 

ss. cc. Tom. bifliops a fort of epfsupal rank and judicial confequence: 

'»!'«». & CO), till at length, in the twelfth century, the councils of 

De^iinffK. Tours (A.D. HCLXHi.), and of Rome {A.J). hclxxix.), 

viewing the practice, as, at once, a burden and di%race 

to the church, and fubverfive of its difcipline, inhibited 

it, on pain of deprivation*. 

This, however, was, confeffedly, on the part of the 
biihops, an improper delegation of fome of the higher 
powers of epifcopacy to unlawful hands, at the price of 
a bribe ; and, on the part of rural beans, an ambitious 
attempt to enlarge the exercife of their privileges under 



(') The oripn of the abafe, and the inter&rence of the papal fee for 
its fufpenfion, are thna recorded by Pierre Rouvi^. in tns Sjloria Mo- 
nqfierii S. Joaruut Seomaet\fia in TYactu LmgmieTffi : — " JUuntu eorum, 
(foL tucanonim niialiuin) etfi initio fuit, curare pMiem agrfjlem, mino- 
rumqw tilulorum prttbyteroa ; tamen lajifit kmporit to proc^ffit, vi 
jurifiKcltone epifcopali parte aliquA av-geretur. Hie wwn e/i, quod m 
hoc Tabnlario Reomaenfi alibique pqfflm tarn erebra rcperiantur Ijtu- 
nomn de rebtu ecclefiaj^ai jvdicia et arbxtria, quaJuperionbtuJieciUit 
non tam/adQ occurnaU. Eo mrd progrejh e/l aUtfuando eorumpo- 
Ujta*, ut prater iUa, quee eroTit onUrdi nihii non atttoritaHi tpfoopaliM 
exercerent, condadd annuo precio epi/eopi jurifdictioiK. QtUB rtt cum 
Alexandre III. v^ii {^ non par^m peritadtfa, fordida, atqm eeti^ 
onen^, Jic ftmxit m ConciUo Turonenfi. ' Quoniam in quHn^fitam 

ptuHbui 
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a certain prejiation or payment, fimilar to that, perhaps, 
by which archdeacons, at one time, obtained an amplifi- 
cation of their powers. 

But that aitli^ttests, with their legitimate and ufual 
capacities, were fuitable fucceflbrs of bfllan bfs&ops in 
the weft, may be inferred from the fact, that, in certain 
diocefes, the former are expreflly ftated to have been 
fubftituted for the latter ; as the ptdolicalae were fublti- 
tuted for the ttoitpfscoiif of the eaft. In Ireland, for 
inftance, we learn, from the preamble to the conjiitutions w*rc'i Wertii 
of Simon de Rochfort or de Rupeforti, bifhop of Meath ^Hr""^"'"'' 
(^i>. Hccxvi.), that the legate John Paparo, cardinal R^,^mim. 
of St Laurence in Damafo, and legate from Pope Eu- ^^'fw^ 
gene III. to the Iriih, ordained, in a general fynod, held '™"' """' 
(^.D. ucLii.), in the abbey of Mellifont, or, as fome fay, 
at Kells or Kenanufe in Meath, — "inter alias Jalubres ecu. B.ttH. 
conjiitutiones, tunc et ibidem factas, ut decedentibus tbox- ''^ 
tptecopiSt et exiliorum fedium epifcopis in Hibemid, in 
eorum locum eligereniur, et fuccederent Bttjfpriabeterf d 
dioc^/ania conjiituendi, qui cleri et plebis foUcitudinem 

partibiu ncconi qmdam vd an^ifrtnisttti ad agmdat vica epifixpomm, 
fen archidxaconorum, et ttrmmandas canfiu cccl^fit^fliciu fiih annuo 
prttiofiatumttur, quad adfaeerd'Aam gravameTt, ttfuboerfionemjudi- 
dorum nan eji duinum redandare, id uUeriiu^fieri prohibemut. Quod 
£ quit de etetero fecerU, remaoeatur h clero : epi/boptu aulem, qui hoc 
fiifiiMuriL, et eed^fia/ticam jurifiiicfionem fud patitur d{fflmulaliojie 
peroerU, difiriclioTie canonicd perceliatur' . Ba refert can. Qmniam. 
Ne prcslaH mcetfiuu Sfc. Dt/iit, ui apinor, haud diu pqftea htec cor- 
TvpUla, fid tmaiitjiia mhilominiu mat/U juripBcUo, quam defiriiHt 
amcilium ColonitJife. ' Quqfdam atxtpimut,' inquit, ' impede ttntmt* 
nodtC quomi/mt pqffint €0aa, et jurifdiclionem Juam exercere, 
fyjudot Uberi ceUirare, et exceffu* corrigere, qui et ij^ itUelUgiaU fe 
rxeonwnaacationem &jure, et eanonSnu latam ineumre.' " 

^^ D,g,t,zed.yGOOg[e 
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gerant infra Juos Ihrntes, et ut ' eorum fedes in totidem 
capita betanaraam tutaliQin erigerentur &c" After which 
follows a copious lift of canons regulative of the tranf- 
muted ofBce, — all of them of a vifitatorial and infpec- 
SJhS*"*''' tion*! character, in order to the reformation of the 
church and clergy. 

And in the fcune country, according to Sir Henry 
Spelman, the title by which the lltan ratal was known, 
viz. torta, was derived, by a barbarous contraction, from 
-" CCoiba eminentioria loci fuit atqne idem 
qui iJtcantu ntralfs, pletiBntis, arcliiiirea&ster, feu ttiotepf- 
SCi^nui: ^ guo et nomen (barbard contractiorte) •cidetur 
Jbrtitus. Hibemici enim (literas h et f confundentes) 
eundem Conp*cb et CoftbAcb vacant. Cop pro chor, fAcb* 
et b«cl), pro pifc et bifc pronunciantes'." 

Jecnmi^^h^ (ij j^^, q^ remarka Wakefield, we are enabled to form a preUy 
c XIV. pp. iss, correct idea of du Rate of the ulrient Iiifh hientcby. Ireland waa full of 
^°^' cfranytMOfi, bilhgc or nnl illl^oft. la Meath diere were, Clonard. 

Dnleek, KdU, Trim, Ardbncau, I>ftndi»^lin, SUoe, Four, Skrine, 
Mollingar, Longfafeedy, Athnnry, Aidnnrchor, and Ballylongliort. In 
Dublin were. Swords, Lnfk, Finglat, NewcaAle, Tawnej, Salmon-Leap 
or Leixlip, Bny, Wicklow, Arklow, BallymoK, Clondalkin, TallaglH, 
and O'Mnrthy ; wlildi included the vwcal tttntnirt of Caftledennot and 
Athy. Tbele were all iwsl lUsnnUf ; and. of conrfe. twcsl %lt§, beibre 

**^'**'*^"**!- Ae year mclii. " If the number of m»l BiMwrfW," (ays Ledwich, " at 
pp. B2, B5. - , 

th^ firfl erection, and aAerwarda, In oonfeqoence of Pajtaro s regula- 
tion, could be difcovered, from recorda in tbe Vatican, or elfewhere. It 
would give ua tbe nnnber ef nnl fttf. The imral tanttxitf, in the 
common, are not correct, eUe I might ealily have adduced dton. Our 
biJhops, I fuppofe, mi^t have amoonted to abore three bundled." iSm 
alTo the Rev. W. H. Hale's Bffhjf on Tithet, Part ii. p. 53. &; fioU* 1, S. 3. 
( *) See Ware's Anti^uilUt of Ireland by Harris, VoL ii. chap. sxxv.. 
jrdMOiaptrf *>/ ^ Ccfba OT Corbtmet, Erenacb, or HerauuAt, &c. "Hie cmwr- 
V^T^w'hu '' °' '^^ ^ fuppofed by Ufher" (in a Dcfttile writlai on the fubject 

, .Coogk* 
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" Quos Greed cSottpfflcopos, hoc ^ certarum regiuncu- ^'^^'^J^ 
larum in qudUbet dicecefi Jpecuhtorea" fays the fynod of 
Augabui^, " alii archidiaconos, alii eicbifttib^ttxas vacant, 
m nojird ecclejid cathedrali, quo ad certtan dijirictum 
mcerms Augujiana civitatis adjacentem archidiaconi, in 
reliqud verd diceceji Iretanoinm rataUum nomine cenfentur." 

In the church of St. Martia at Utrecht, according to MoIu. j* Ct- 
Molanus, the firft of the fubdeacons, or the archifub- c.ziiii.p.sM. 
deacon, has the title of ci(iott|ifscotiiut, and exercifes the 
office of ardbipusIiBter or bean rarBl ; being not " ckori 
tttcanas," but " bttanos vmalls,—feu primus inter btcanos 
ntcales, quern LeodU becannm bccaiunim vocant." And to mkh mm- 
the iame root may be traced the c&ntf or diurofo of the p. ut. 
eaftem Maronites — the name by which the aTcfiptesbBttt 
or local parochm, according to Dominic Macer, is difiin- 

in MDcix.) ** to be tbe fame with ctintpifcapwt or KttfpipitKbi!t(r> was of a &• geb. SMi 
higgler dignity than the herenadi, canonically ordaimed priefl, and fteted »^^'eog^ 
m the modier-chiirdL He had aUb the lirft fiall in hia own chnrcb, and iDlH. 8i>inMtt. 
an empty ftall in the cathedraL The tonmunAan is called in the fcholar's 
certificate ^ven by Sir John Davis, pltfemtiK) quia plM axU/v^fiiciB 
prte^ having the faperinlendeDce over the reft of the body ; and fo he is 
called tn die (ud grand inqoiTidon ander the connty of Cavan, where it 
b bid alfo, that the pMunrUil or totbe ia the head of a larger sept than 
the herenacli, and Ibmetimes of fereral septs, and bath fometimes 
IcTcral herenacha fnbject to lum ; but that the bereoach was head of a 
finaDer Mpt, whidi only was fabject to lum. The herenach was 
admitted only to die firft tonfnre. and never to the priefthood. Both emit 
and herenach were anciently married men, till celibacy waa enjoined the 
deigy ; and we find their fons fncceeding to their offices \ and the lay- 
abbot in Wales was under the fame drcwnfiances. lliey were fnbject 
fikewife to the Infliap's vifitatioBs, to whom they gave a fnbfidy at thor 
CBtiaucc, and were diargeable with proxies and refections, and, like 
Otfaera of the clergy, were liable to feqneftration for canfe ; of iriikA 
Oiere is a precedent in the ardibiftiop oT Dublin's rt^p&wy, aa to the (j,00*^^lc 

torti, < "^ 
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guifhed ; to whom the bilhop, at the time of inftitution, 
gives the pafloral flaff of office. 

But this t^nrf or cftutofo, as he is called in the lan- 
guage of the people of that comitry, is rather to be con- 
fldered ah urban ecclefiaftic, on the authority of the lad 
Horiiteidf fynod of Libanus, quoted by Morifan in his Diatriba de 
''"na'Fii"' ¥'^'>t''I'8P»» than as connected with the villages. 
™<«nR»B^ The Maronites (who are chiefly inhabitants of Mount 
pp. 10, 11. Libanus), when they retained the ttioii(iistO|if in their 
towns and villages, eftablifhed peHotrnttac under them, 
but had no pirotopi^s as ple&fnin rorfonex, fuch not 
being required in addition to the rural cfrmmttitSBlOTK. 
^ifltojtopes obtfuned only in the epifcopal city — and 
there, one only, who was the biihop's vicar. " In eccle- 
Ji& orientali," fays the fynod of Libanus, *' eptfcopus in 
urbe habet vicaHvmy qui protopopa, piotopttsbster, aicltf- 
ptesb^tei, et h nobis t^xai appeUatur : in JtngttUs vicis, el 
pagis tftoitfiitoftn con/tituit: peifotrtatBS autem.feu di>- 

ctitit, in the govemment of Aichlnlhop Walton, ia hcocclsxiii."'— 
pp. 235-6. — See the Rev. W. H. Hale's Appendix to hi* Effay on TUfct, 
Fart II., containing an estract from Uther's nnpnblilhcd treatife on the 
Herenach, Tennon, and Corban landa, in the Lambeth Library. Upon 
theTe officen, ^ alio T. IX Whitaker'a Hijiory of IVhaUey, Book ii. 
chap. I. p. 42. " With what exactnela," fays he, after having' defcribed 
the peculiaritieB of the Irilh fonctionaiies, " do the feveral (Lharacters of 
tbefe kindred offices in the chnrch of Ireland apply to the titm of 
Whalley ! For, like the herenach, he had hmtorem vUUe ; like the jU- 
ixmif, he had patronage and jnrifdictioa over lereral dependent dinrdiet, 
together with a vicar and chaplain of his own ; and like the totban. Us 
function was hereditary, tenable alfo hy perfbns in inferior orders, and 
compatible with the married ftate." It does not appear, that this ano- 
malons pertbnage was a ratal ban. — In his perfon were united the 
rights of patron, incumbent, ordinary, and lord of the mamor. But it has 
not been fonnd, that he ever had a feal of office. ^ OoOqIc 
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cumnirsatons, aique bfsftataies ordinat, quorum cura eji, 
vicQS omnes, et pagos circumobire, el cunctos ad recta 
vita,JantEque doctrincE normam efformare. Horum autem 
dignitfu perpetua eji, quia per manus impofitionem tra- 
ditur, tameifi propter delictum Jufpendi pajjint ah (ifficio, 
et amoveri." The rarity of Morifan's Diatribe on Greek 
{iTOtopopM in this country will, I truli, defend my intro- 
duction of a few more particulars refpecting thefe Syro- 
Mu^)nite ecclefialtics at the conclufion of this divifion 
of my labours. I fcarce know where elfe to admit them, 
and they are far too curious to be entirely pafled over. 

In the prefence of the urban bifhop, neither the pro- 
topopi, nor the mral lifs^^op, nor the titramtUTSalor, exer- 
cife their functions : — their ufual enfigns of office are 
laid afide : — they neither bear the crofs in their hand, 
nor the mitre on their head, unlefs expreffly licenfed fo 
to do by the diocefan. But, in the abfence of the latter, 
the piotopope in the cathedral, and the cj^orepistopus in 
the country, on folemn days and feftivals, occupy the 
firft place in the choir, and wear the mitre — leaving the 
higher feat of the bifliop unoccupied. When all thefe 
oriental fub-dignitaries are convened before their fupe- 
rior prelate, the ixtjipxitit or protopope of the city has 
the precedence of the t!io»p{scopus, and the latter ranks 
above the p«(ottetila. Again, as to the eccleflaftical m°^f-^ 
ornaments alluded to — the protopope is the bearer of two v- "*■ 
crofTes, a mitre, and a paftoral llaff: — the ptifobeuta is 
not entitled to a mitre, but only to a crols, and a Ihep- 
herd's crook, in token of the commiflion, with which he 
is invefted, of fuperintending the diocefan flock, — for - 
be is a diocefan officer. The infignia of the tfioiepfscopas 
are the fame as thofe of the arcitprcsbstcr of the cathedral. 

LyCoogle 
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See tlie Rufiian documents of the g|{iptn)lix; and Dr. 
Brett on ^isiofS l&ufftagan, c. xii. pp. 230, feqq. on the 
cllOTtpfstO|if of Alexandria, Bohemia, &c. 

From Mr. Wharton, it appears that our tfionpfflcopf or 

v^°^' ^iiHtagans of the weft were allowed the bacuUu pafto- 

ai^'uLa *""''*' *"^ ^^- Anftis is of opinion, that they wore mitres 

4^P'l>{^,^9l. with aflit in the front, in order to diftinguifh them from 

the fuperior prelates. See the feal of the Suffragan Bi- 

ftiop of Philadelphia below engraven. It is probably the 

only feal of a bilhop in partibvs n>fideUum now remain- 

p'KS'^^'-- jjijj . and if fo, a curiofity of no fmall regard*. 

dli(«tVol.*ii. oj ' ^ ^ 

(') The leal b below engraven for the fake of exhibiting the inTigma 
of office c^ the An^ican dtortpifCOpvfl. It prefenta to out view tbe 
effigy of Bifhop Swillington in ponti^alUnu, Aanding in a tabernacle, 
with a heart in his li^t hand, and a crofs in his left. The coat nnder. 
neadi the flgnre ia, a fefle chafed with three peOete between three tons, 
and the infcription mns a . doini . Tom . spik . pRiLADBLPBiuicia. 

Tbomai Swillington, Pegge tells ns, waa prebendary of Stow in Lind- 
fey. In tbe chnrch of Lincoln, and appointed Auffugm to John Long- 
land, bifliop of that fee, with the title of PMladelp^a, July 15, hdzxxiii. 
The eiercUe of tua epifcopal fnnction was confined to tbe two udidear 
conriet of Iducoln and Leicefier. 



p. 301 lunii 
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Thb ouoin op Stow KKtal in Ei«di,amd. — Institution op 

PABIBHE8 AND PAXOOHIAI. CLKBOV. 



EFORE the divifion of parifhes, the endow- 
1 ment of parochial churches, and incardina- 
; tion of presbyters in country cures, it were 
', vain, of cotu^e, to look for trtans rmal in 
Eoglatid'. A few remarks, therefore, on thefe prelimi- 
naty meafiu'es, will neither be uninterefting, nor irrele- 
vant. They will aid us in our inrefiigation of the fpecific 
fubject of the prefent faction — the orifpn of the becanal 
office in our own ifland. 



{''y " Fox ■wapcixm paracia m aniiqui* rcdefia Jeriptoribu* H canotd- Bennwii cw. 
Inu conaBonait, territonum, ftdtm, five dUumem ad e^copttm perti- Caa.EecLPrim. 
Hottem ptrpetii^ fign^cat : 9110 fit^ /todii vox dicec^ h nobu vaigo 
w/arjtaiur, aded itt wmtfqi^fque ijtyooptu fuam habertt itapemiof, quam 
ej^fixtpdii mdoriiate gvbemabat." Bat, fnbfeqaeatly, it came to Ti^fy 
a fMrifA, as at prefent nnderitood ; in which fenfe it ia nfed by Tbta- i^^|^_^ 
doret, in hia epiiUe to IJeo H. and in the feventeenth canon of tlie oacn- Bf^ m. 
BNmic council of Cbalcedon. 8k P. de Marca dr C. 8. et I. Lib. 11. ^^^^ 
c xni. 3. Klfon's PerpetuaU Gmtoernemeni <^Chr\fia Church, chap. ii. Tom. 11. p.WT. 
Pl 1S4. Edit. MDxciii, and Slater's ^f)^Mr to Lord Chancellor King's £11- 
fwiry, Ac. pp. 31, feqq. (whidi, by the way, fo &r fatiafied his lordAiip, 
that be gave the aatbor fonie preftnnent; tbon|^ the diflenten eontinne 
to qnote faia lordrhip'a Primitiot Chr^fiiam^ a< if it ttad never been 
abondandy refnted, even to the coDvictioii of its noUe aatbor)— aUbyee 
Brnton's j&W«/. Ledunt, xn. p. 35». .^ , 

D,B,t,zed.yClOOgle 
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aw-^SS^ The vapoiKia was here, at firft, as elfewhere, the itol- 

^nat,f^5.tc Ktfaii (vide Suicer. T.E. in v. Siot'mjirti.v.) — the whole 

Kenneira Ca/i ^pi^f^opal difliict — ill whlch the biftiop and liis clei^ 

of imprvfiria- lived together at the cathedral' or mother-church ffo 

^i»rf«''' called, fays Panormitan, " quia ^ciit mater general, ith et 

»"«•*., Vol. HI. ecclejia bapti/maUs regtmerat," Tom. a. p. 73), and per- 

&»drtj tfpa- formed in one fpot the public offices of religion to the 

ttqq. ' ' ' congregated worlbippers of a whole diocefe ; or fupplied 

r^'<S4. °x. the few widely-fcattered chapels, field-churches, or ora- 

goe'ShmA, tories, in the more remote 'parts of the country, with 

pp.7i>,ni(|q. fpiritual inllruction and confolation, by the inllrumenta>- 

lity of itinerant priefts ; who themfelves, here and there, 

erected fuch local boufes of prayer, out of the means 

fupplied by the liberality of bilhops and contributions 

of converts ; whUe the munificence of pious kings and 

princes, in places of the greateft refort, gave being to 

cathedrals or diocefan temples. 

rf!SttJ™"'»7 Churches were, doubtlefs, erected here, foon after the 

'•'"'■ firft preaching of the Gfofpel' — probably in the firft 



Thi Defirlpihm (') " Thefe chorchea are called cadiedrall," fays Holinlhed, " Incanre 

ff^^^"' ^^ bifhops dwell at lie neere nnto the fame, as bonnd to keepe continnall 

refidence within thrar jarifdictions, for the better overfight and gonw- 

nance of the fame : the word bung' derived A caihedrd, that is to faie b 

diaire or feat when he relleth, and for the mol) part abideth. At the 

firft, there was but one church in everie Jurifdicdim, wherinto no man 

entred to praie, bat with fome oblation or other toward the maintenance 

of the paftor: for as it was reputed an infamie to paffe by anie withont 

TJlitadon: fo it vaa a no lefle reproch to appeare emptie before the 

Lord. And for tlus occafion, aUb, they were boilded verie hnge and 

great, for otherwife they were not capable of foch mnltitndes as cante 

dailie nnto them, to heare the word, and receive the facnunents." 

CoDksr'Kfccfr/t (<) To what particular BpoAle Britain is more inunediatel; beholden 

fain, ^ t. Cent. ^^^ i^ acquaintance with the trnths of Chridianity, it is faid to 

i.K^j.»,reqq. I CoCHjl«e 
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century : — ^for, though the earlieft teachers may have 

coDgr^;ated their auditors at croffes in the open air ; it 

is inconceivable, how Chiiilianity could be long and ex- 

tenlively received unongft the people, in fuch a climate 

as ours, without churches S or, at lealt, feme convenient 

boufes, or other places in the nature of churches, ap* 

pointed for the exercife of devotion. And we know, on TNtontui. <id< 

incontrovertible evidence, that, in the fecond century, ^^''^^' 

Britain had generally received the GSofpel — the " Sri- 

teambrum inacceffa Romanis ioca" were, in Tertullian's 

words, " Chrijio fubdita." Nor lefs certain is the infti- uoji'n cimnk 



tution of bijhops', priefts, and deacons, amoi^ us;— onatBrUoiM, 

cllI.^7l,fe<iq- 

be difBcnlt to detenmne. Bnt the evidence which proves thtit a Chrif- saOMtMon't 
dan dorch wu planted here by fome of the apoltles, and moft probably ^"^^^r 
by the great apoftle of the Gentiles, is a^uredly entitled to (p^ve conii- tiaiU, cb>p. xi. 
deration. Tlie reader, who may be defiroos of pnrfning the fnbject (too ^' ' *'*'" 
estenTive to be here incidentally difcofled), will find all he can require to 
eftablifh St Paul's clwn, in Bilhop StiUing^eet'a Origint* Britamacte, 
chap. I. pp. 35, feqq. ; Bilhop Bnrge&'s very learned " Tradt on the 
Origin and Independence of the Anaent BriHik Church," (2d Edit 
Liondon, mdcccit); "Bemarlet on the Wrftem TraveU of St. Paul," 
(London, hdcccxx) ; " A Charge to the Clergy ofSarum" (mdoccxxix), 
pp. 11, feqq. 

(') ProfefTor Barton fays, there is no evidence of Chriflians alTembling imtKratH 
in what would now be called a chnrch, before the third century. The ^~ xxiiT"' 
charge of having neither altars, images, nor temples, was brooght againfi ¥■ ili- 
them aa late as the be^nmg of the third centary. Still I think they 
nraft have had tmildings of fome kind or other for their reli^ons worlhip 
in Britain before tlu> date. Bede fays the Britifh Chrillians rejiored thair 
ehurdtei after the Dioclefian perlecntion. So that they moA have ezilled 
before that event. See Brett's ^ccoun^ of Church Govemmmt &c. p. 169. 
2d Edit 

(*) Hie Gonndl of Aries in France f.i4.i). cccsiv.) was attended by Uoji-tCkunh 
dvee Britifli UtAopf 0>Tobably the three metropolitaos of York, London, f ^jfTj^' 
and Caerleon ?), by one premier, and one deetam ; — all of whom Gate'* Chmk 

fnbfmbed, fj^^l^'' 
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whereby the form of church-goTemment was complete, 
and, fpiritiially fpeaking, the Biitifh church fully ella- 
bliflied. See Dr. Burton's ThougkU on the Separation of 
Church and State, pp. 3, feqq. 

Strong, however, and uninterrupted as is the evidence 
of a vifible church* in thefe realms, through, what is 

jlmMbt Cam. fab(mbed, or r&lher prefixed thdr names. " Utule fimvl em^iat," Atya 
Syued. ToB. 11, Bifliop Bereridge, " non epf/eopoi tandim, fid preAyltroi el dtaeonoi 
luirtfa'* iUis ^^ didnu Ale con/lifuftw <^, ac promde perfeclam eUam etxl^fiam, tato 
Sacra, VoL IT. ecd^fUtflicarum perjbnamm tuanero tdf/otutam." {Fide plan tn locoj) 
^fi^'^iltt IV amtatet of Britaia, at the time alluded to, were tUrty-tbree ; of 

V Y^b"*^ wUdi thir^ were in E^ig^and and Wale* : and Hr. Tomer thinka that the 
Tiii.pp.ss|feqq. ecdelialtical concenu of each civitat were regulated by a diocefan bilhop; 
over whom waa a faperior bifhop in each province, anfwerable to our 
metropolitans, thongfa not diftingnifhed with the title of archbilhops. 
Set Wharton de Epyhapii Londiittnfibat, pp. 4, 5. and Whitaker's Wfiory 
of Maneh^r, VoL i. R i. c xi. pp. 402, feqq. 
Msiili. WnAma- ( > ) '^K li^t of the Oofpel having been introdoced into Britain, wai 
580. never afterwards extingnilhed. When driven from the interior piovincM 

by die devaftoting fword of the pagan Saxon, the Knlilh churdi withdrew 
Amma iMi m n with its hierarchy into the &flneflea of Wales and Cornwall; and was 
Nie^n. Priml. ^'"^ exiiling as an a^ftolical, independent drnrch, (" «wronf^Ht," 
t*^ BH.O A **y* Bilhop Beveridge, ** mdU exiraneo epifccpo, fedfuo foU metnpo- 
L. I. op. xxT. ' Utanofiibjacen*^ when Angnftine arrived in the lOe of Thaoet {A.D. 
kT. e^xxiT. |,jgyij_ — jjgy more — preferving its integrity (or a century and a half 
and beyond, after die monk bad commenced, with his forty coadjnton, 
the labours of re-ccavertit^; the then heatfaenised inhabitants of the 
interior of the llland. See the bifhop of Sl Afaph's admirable annota- 
tions on the fixth Nicene canon; Boriafe's Stale of Chi0ianil^ in 
Conaeall, §iii. p. 340. AnSq. afCormoaU; Cave's Diffhia&m con- 
cermng Uie Oaoentment cf the Andent Chunk, c. v. pp. 24B, feqq., and 
Soames's Bampbm Lecture^ p. 453. 

The evidence of each facceflive age mod clearly proves, as ffifhop 
Bnrgefs has long fince (hewn in tua profound and accurate reTearcbes 
on the fubject, that Chriltiani^ was at no period eaUrpaled from Bri- 
tain. {See Pagitt's ChryUanographie, P. iii. pp. 6, feqq. ; JHe Conti- 
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called, the Britifh period of our ecclefiaflic hiilory, viz. 

the firft fix hundred years after Chrift — there is no trace 

of a parochial clergy in the modem acceptation of the ^*?p^W?J;. 

term : — nay more — ^for two centuries, or nearly fo, after fiau— <a»v, 

* MDCCIX. p-Sfl. 

tmoHce of Chrifiiamtg in Britaine ; and Roberta's Appendix, N". ti. 
Hjftar]/ of the Jncient BriUtA Ckurch ; and Bifliop Bnrge&'s TracU be- 
fore quoted, pp. 96. 125, feqq. 

In the firft centniy we have tbe preaching of the Oolpel in Britain by 
dw great apoftle of the QendlM — ILwAot — n^p>^ yttiftUK t' " rij ^J^a?' 
«BvraA^ «aJ EM Tf ATZEI — )ukhb«v»v ifSv^os ittov for ho^ium, no! p.S. 
EIU TO TEPHA THZ ATZEOZ E&eON — s.t.X. 

In the fecond— the pnblic avowal and protection of Cbriftiaiuty by B«^/taO-rf. 
Ladiu, a Britilh prince — " th« firft Chriftian king in tbe vorld " — Cuu't Omrof 
U.D.CLXVII.—CLXIVI.) — " called by tbe Britons *rt« gSixax, The ^S^ft^ 
Great Bri^tnefs." By whole meaug, undoubtedly, tlie Chriftian church <■■ ""■ 
in oar iOe (Stillingfieet'a Origiju* BriUmniem, chap. ii. p. 62.) was che- Omnwat, 
rilbed and advanced, thou^ not originally founded. For we cannot '^'■P-^U- 
awaid him tlie plenary prufe of Michad Drayton's mule, as — 

" That good kinir, to wbom w« «U«% owo ^!S^'*^ 

TUi happiaeli w« hare, Cbria onioiflKl (O know." , pl'wi' 

See Slevenlbn'a SuppUmcni to Benlham't JS(y, Remarks, pp. 145, feqq. SaUeB'i mut, 
" King Lndos." Hale's Primitice Church (f the Briluh i/to.pp. 106, ''^'' 
feqq., and Roberts's C&rontck of the King* of Britain, B. iii. pp. 90, 91. 
and note& 

In tbe thbd and fburtli, tbe Diodefian perfecntion — " omnSnu ferh ?|**' *-ftO-j*. 
(adtfua* Adttnaar aUpie immanior" — in which St Alban, our proto- HrarT^nUpg- 
marlyr, and Aanm and Jn£ns, " tegionvm urMr ctvet," and many ^.tiii. ' 

o(hen,fdl. 

In the fourth, die prelence of a deputation of Britifh bilhops at the Biuhui> Et- 
conndb of Ari«s iA.D. cccxiv.), Sardica {A.D. cccslvii.), and Arimi- tX'i. k% ^'i 
nnm {J.D. cccLix.) — " (he moft avonchable eridence," in FuUet^B words, a^B'Oini 
** of Chriftianity flowilhing in this ifland in this age" — Cmf. i*. bTit' 

" — When tiu primer chnich her oouacilt pleaTd U> call, Drayton'i Ai- 

Great BiitaiD'i biihopi thera ware not the leaft of bU, aHw'' *^ * 

Agalaft the Arlan feet at Arle* hmving roran, 
At Sardiea again and at Arimiaum." 

DiBii&d, Google 
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the landing of Augufiine and his companions in the Ille 
of Thanet {A,D. dxcvi.)) we are told by a high authority 
in thefe matters, Archbifliop Wake, " there were no fuch 
things as either parifh-churches, properly fo called^ or 

B«da B.B.O.A. In the fifUi, the fjnod of Venilam (agunlt Fdagiaiufin ; which, at that 

CC if'ii'Vf H ^^ '^ Bede'a language, '^Jidem Brilannorum ftedd pe^ commacuia- 

VoLi.p.i.ae. fwro^")— where were prdent, in addition to the Britjfh prelacy, Oer- 

■P' '**■ ■ mannB bilhap of Anserre, and Lnpos bUhop of IVoyes — ** Apqflolici 

patra," — " qui ad txmfirmandafa Jidem gratia ccel^lii Brilannai 

veneruni." See Smith's note ad Bedam, p. M ; Carte's General Uyiory 

of England, Vol i. B. in. in. pp< 182, feqq., and Dr. Hales's Pritrntirx 

Ckurch of the Britiah I/Us, p. 131. 

BBSxE.H.a.A. In the fame centnry— a fecond fynod, three years afterwards, againll 

Nennii fii/t *^ '^'"^ herefy, at which attended Oemanns again, and Sevems bilhop 

c S8. Vwiini't of Triers, a difciple of Lupus. When, likewife, die Inceftoous marriage 

firiim. ^.449. of ^^^^ VortigerD with his own daughter was condemned by the bilhop 

of Auxerre and the whoU British clergy m coondl alTembled. 
Ortefi Epiivmt la the fame century — two or more Irifh fynods recorded by Wlkins: 
jf as! m!™*' ■"•* others again, which the indnftry of Sir W. Betham has Utely brought 

to tight, held shout the year cccci. {Irish Antiquariaa Befearches.) 
CC.ii.B.ttH. In the filth, the celebrated fynod of Meneria— a general convention 
M.Mk^ of all the bilhopa and cle^ on account of the Pelagian controveify, at 

Llanddewi Brefi, under Archbilhop David; who removed the metropo- 
litan diurch from Caerleon to Mynyw — " ab urhe legiimuai adfuant 
PolyoBiioii, Mejteviam" — (" fmce, holy David's Seat" — Drayton) St. David's. See 
fesSl';?."^' Bale and Wilkina in CC. M. B. el H. Vol i. p. 8. nofc; StJIUngfleet's 
iMjtraiUmt. Qrigirut, c. v. p. 348 ; Raiun's England, Vol. i. B. ii. p. 43 ; and Carte's 
England, B. iii. iii. p. 1S6. Tyrrell's General Hilary ofEngland,V6l. i. 
B. III. p. 149 ; and Hoare's Giraldus Cambrenfis, VoL ii. R ii, c. I. and 
Jtawtatiom by Sir R C. H. 
iM'rf-'Jtfi'rf- *" ^^ fame— the fynod of Victoria, alfo in Wales, for the confirmation 
ton, B. I. CeDt of the acts of the preceding fynod of Menevia. (£e Giraldo Cambrens. 
L^gS«^^5^1^ de ViU S. David, lect 9.) 

Sto'^ff O^ In the feventh, the meeting of the bifliops or doctors of the Britons 
L.1I.CW.II. with Anguftine at Augullinaes-ac ; and at a fecond fuller fynod, when 
Vri!,^i?ac'&S ^^ Biitiib biftiopa (f^tem Britonum epjfccpi, et plures viri dtxi^^mi 
note ai spsi- morimi de fuMi^ffUno eorwn moiu^fierio, quod vocatnr lingud Anglanim 
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fettled priefls to ofEiciate in them," But this is rather 
aiTumed as probable than proved as certain. The Itate 
of the cafe I believe to be this: — The hiflorical docu- 



Barteomaburg, cm tempore Ulo IHiutoth dbbat prxfiij^ narrahir) SuiiiBiiReei't 

delivered their ever-memorable protell againft the Pope's authority, and pp^li^i^.' 

■11 coBumuuon with the choich of Rome : — when " the rude achlfmadcB, 

in ibe form of the derical tonfure, and in the day of the celebration of 

EafleT.obitisately Tenftedtheimperiotumandatei of tbe Roman pontic" 

So writes the infidel Oibboo. — We care litlle for the farcafm intended to 

be conveyed ; while the fact itfelf is fo fiilly acluiowledged. (D. ^ F. 

V. III. p. 624.) See the abbot of Bao^or's anfwer, refiifing fnbjeclion 

to Aoflin and the Pope, in Wilkins, CC. M. B. et H. VoL i. pp. 2G, 37 ; 

Carte's &igland,V6L i. B. in. xiii. p.224 ; Rapin's Englaiid,\6L i. B. in. 

p. 68 ; Tyrrell's £n^nd,VoL i. B. iv. pp. 160. feqq. ; and 7%e Chronicte 

tf the Khigt of Britain, pp. 175, feqq., and Roberta's note*. Upon whit^ 

anfwer, Nathaniel Bacon remarks — " This was the Britons' refolatioa, n^/lerieal A Pa- 

and they were as good aa thdr word ; for they maintained the liberty of ^^' W'^* 

QtOT chorch^/Stie hunA-ed yeart after tlus time ; and were tAe laft of all p. ii. 

the dmrches of Europe that |^Te their power to Jhe Roman beaO j and 

in die perfon of Henry dw ESghth, diat came of that blood by Tendier, 

tiejhfi that took away that power again." 

Bat, Mr. Johnfon fiiya, foon after Bede finilhed his EcdefiafHcal Hi- AneiaU ^ Pn- 
fto*y (4.D.i>c<Jxixi.), " dM WelJh aa well as Englifti became entirely -^^J^.f, 
Romanics ;" — while others, with more tmth, have held, that there is evi- V*- 
dence of the Britiih church having mtuntuned its independence of the 
fee of Rome as late as the year dcccciv. (Jee Collier'i Ckurchl^lory, 
B.in. p. 171), and even till the conqoell of Wales by Henry I. See 
Arcbdewxin Ooddatd'a fecond FifitoHon Charge to the clergy of Un- 
coln, MDCCCXX. p. 27, note, and again note p. 82. " Notwithlianding an 
infnlated &ct or two which mark commnnicationa with Rome, and even 
deference to it," fays dw archdeacon, " though not fnbjection, the Britiih 
chnrdiniay be ^d to have fnbfifted thronghont the Saxon times in the 
remote parts of tbe iflsnd, nor was it finally merged in the dinrch of 
Etagland till the conqnefi of Wales under Henry the Firft." See Bifb<^ 
Borgefif's note on BrititA Ordination, TVaclt on tAe Origin of the Bri- 
fUk CAurcA, Appendix, p. 318. '• In Ireland," writes Mr. Roberts, " it ^ ^Awina 
cODtinoed to the rdgn rf Henry II," Appendix, N". vi. *3l^^^ 
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ments are few that have come down to us, bearing upon 
»<id(iD'i/BA.4rthe polity of the ancient Britiih church ; and thofe few 
P.S4S.' ' ' ^ve us no reafon to fuppofe that the practice of this 
iiland, in refpect of its then imperfect church-economy, 
differed from what was uniformly received Uirough thofe 
parts of Chriftendom of which we have the heft tefti- 
^"""■j fl^ mony remaining : — in all of which, a fyftem of collegiate 
(j«f,PF.5i,fssq. union and miffionary inftruction feems uniformly to have 
Or'.fiM^'Ttt preceded the appropriation of preshyters to particular 
p-iio. cures — in accordance with which the bifliop and his clerus 

continued to live together at the cathedral, and to per- 
form the ordinances of religion there and abroad, as 
occalion required; until fuch time as the ecclefiaftic 
economy of the diocefe was matured for clerical refi- 
dence on endowed country cures. 'The latter point, the 
Britifh church, as dillinguilhed from the Anglo-Saxon, is 
fuppofed by Selden, Wharton, Inett, Wake, and others, 
never to have attained. At leaft, no evidence of the 
&ct, worthy of credit, has defcended to our times ; and, 
in the abfence of fuch, the general cuftom of Chriften- 
dom is applied to the BritiJh church ; which is concluded 
never to have had an incardinated parochial miniftiy. 

Still, auxiliary churches, or vilUcan chapels of eafe to 
cathedrals or mother-churches, were erected by the Bri- 
tiOi bilhops and mifllonary clergy> out of the contributions 

PanMalJntt- . (■) 1^ fiory of the paritk-prv^ of Cumpton, i.e. Long-Compton 
^uf ' ' in WorwicUhire, wuting on AttgolHne on his wHy to the conference trf 
the BritUh Inlhops in the lemoter psrta of Hercda, and communing of 
dM non-payment of tithes by the lord of the manor, ia rejected, with its 
niinculoiu accompaniment, as an abfurd legend; — indeed, were it, in 
all its drcumftances, true, Biftiop Kennett lenurki, it wuuld carry back 
parochial incumbetKy to a very early date. 

Digitized .yGOOgle 
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of the faithful, in different parts of the country, remote 
iTom the epifcopal fees. Of the fact of fuch erections 
no doubt exilis. They are, again and again, noticed in 
Bede and other writers, as well as the parent edifices. 
They are mentioned alfo in thofe moil authentic records 
of contemporary matters of church-hiftory, the fynods of 
the day, in the tomes of the councils of Great Britain and 
Ireland. To particularize feems fcarce neceflary. Let 
it fatisfy the reader, that ages before the Gregorian mif- 
fionaries and their Saxon converts began, " convenire, 
^allere, ware, mijfas facere, prtzdicare, et baptizare" in 
the much-vaunted church of St. Martin by Canterbury, 
the native Britons had erected that edifice — " ecclefia in 
honoremSemcti Martini antiquitils^cto," fays Bede, "rfwm 
adhHc Romani Britanniam tncolerent: " and there the B«6ibtm>Eiu. 
Chriftian Bertha, Queen of Kent, had been wont to pray 
with her chaplain, Bilhop Luidhard, and a Chriftian con- 
gregation. Ages before the Romanifls obtained their 
licence *' ecclefiat fabricandi vel rejiaurandi" on Britiih 
foil, the aboriginal "Jideks Chrijii" had conftnicted 
places of worlhip' in various parts of the illand; and, 

(') Many churches and parilhes ftill retain the names of Biidlh faints; RaaiKit'i d/a 
not only in Wales vaA Cornwall (where we ftonld expect to find them), ^^j^^X*" 
bnt in die bowels of Ekt^and, and in Hnntingdonfhire more, perhaps, whuJuri/fjil. 
than in any other midland county. The diarches of Evelham, Avolon ^.u BTiifcik 
(Stillingfleet'i Origimi B. c. I. p. 26), Man«hefter (St Michael's). Dover i ">- PP-MO- 
OaAle, and other places, are fuppofed to have been of Britifti origin, 
equally with St. Martin's by Canterboiy. See StiUin^eet's EccUj^fli- 
etU Ca/ii, Vol. i. pp. 135, feqq., and an tntereftin^ account of the An^o 
Roman Chnrch of Brizworth in Northamptonlhire, in the Britith Maga- 
2tRe, Supplement Dec mpcccssxiii. pp. 746, feqq. ; alfo fee Hart's Me- 
dulia ConeUiorum, cap. v. pp. 38, frqq., a valnaOle fynopfis, highly cre- 
ditable to its com|Mler. 
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when the Diocletian' "turbo perfecutionis" which had 
razed them to the ground, had blown over, the £ame 
■ mdigen<E had again reftored them — " progrejji in publi- 
cum Jideles Chrijii, quije tempore difcrimnis Jylvis ac 
dejertis abditifve j'peluncis occullaverant, renovani eccle- 
Jias adfolum ufque dejlructas, bqfiUcas fanctorum mar- 
tyrumfundantf conjlruunt, perficiunt, &c." 
A Dtfina<^ In thofe eiu'ly days, any pious prieft, who deligned to 
p. 80. *"" inftruct the country people, Mr. Wharton thinks, might, 
with the approbation and licence of the bilhop, build to 
himfelf a church — " a plain and humble conveniency of 
divine worfhip" — and therein, after confecration duly 
performed, might teach as many of " the neighbouring 
nifties" as chofe to attend upon him. 
syuAs, Pa- To fuch non-parochial foundations, the twenty-third 
B'ttH.voiti canon of the Irifti epifcopal fynod {A.D. cccclvi.), feems 
to refer — " Si guts pretbyterorum ecctefiam etdificaverit, 
non qffrrat, ■ antequam adducai fuum pontificem, ut earn 
confecret, quia Jtc decet" (c. 23), &c. And ftich were 
thofe of Dubritius, in South Wales {A.D. ccccxc.) ; whofe 
primitive church-eflablifhment, recorded in an anony- 
mous ittSb.^ of the Cottonian Library (flnce printed in 



IMtnefofPla- 
raliliei, p. 67. 



(*} Thou^ Confianttiu, Uie Roman governor of Britain at that dni«, 
bad an indiiiBtion to favour the Chriliians, yet it was not in his power 
to diapenfe with the Imperial edicts, and he complied Co fiir with them as 
to demolilh the churches. 

(*) lUs ancient author de Fundalione EccUjitB LandavenJU (who 
wrote ctmfer A.D. ucxx, as Wharton thinks) has been miiimderllcxxL 
Far from proving the divifion of dioceTea into parilhes, and affixing^ cer- 
tain pnelU to them, the 01^ only Ihews that the province of South Wales 
(Dextraiu Brilannia) was then divided into feveral diocefes, and biihops 
ordained in every one of them : the term parochia being the ancient 

ecclefiaftical 
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the Monatt. Anglican^ Tom. iii. p. 188), is cited by Selden, 
inhisHt^ory ofTythes — "VidensJancttuDubritiuslargi- ciM*..e.t- 
Jbmm poientum manum ergajibi commi(fam ecclejiam, par- 
titus eft difcipulos, mittens quofdam difcipulorum suoritm 
per eccleficLS Jibi datas; et quajdam fundavit ecclejias; 
et epifcopos per dextralem Britanniam coa^utores Jibi, 
ordinaHs parochm fuis, conjecravit." 

Thefe churches of the Irifli and Welfh archbilhops, b^ bhoa. 
like the earlieft of the Anglo-Saxon foundations of after- » siiiu.'.«i*. 
date, (witne& that noted by Bede " in villd comitis ct0uf- 
dam qui vocabatar Puch," who invited the bifliop of 
Hexham to confecrate it ; and a fecond " comtis voca- 
bulo Addi," confecrated by the fame prelate — fince called 
South and North Burton) circiler A.D.dcc, had fome 
kind of limits of adjoining villages or towns, and fo were 
in that refpect parochial : but the parocltia were limited 
only in regard of the miniftering presbytery, and the 
feveral fiinctions of the bifhop's chaplains—" epifcopi 
clerus" — fent, as occafion required, firom the cathedral 
or religious houfe adjoining, to preach the word and 
adminilier the iacraments within appointed circuits. 
Still, the lai^er provinces of the prelates being denomi- seidan'. mp. <^ 

BCcteTiaflical name of 8 diocefe. As for the fupply of country churches, 

this teftimony feems rather to imply, that it was performed by itineraTit 

prieflsi whom Dubritius Tent in their turns out of Ub own college. 

However, afterwards, when the Britons were driven into Wales, and ^nfd. p. ti9. 

were fblly fettled in it, that country being become populous thereby, 

they found it necelTary to divide it into parifhes, and to aflign priefls to 

them. For in the laws of Howel Dha, king of Wales, made about the ^>elmui. Cmcft 

year nccccxL, there is mention made of the houfe of the parilh pHeft, p."^. '"°' '' 

" domua Capellani mUee'' in every village. Although the divifion was ^'^'^"'^ 

evoi then fo imperfect, that freqaent fubdivifions were fuUequently ^Ta. 

mode ; as appears from the thirty-fifUi law of the fame king. ^'V'- f- *'^ 

^'■^ D,glz.d.yCOOgle 
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nated parochiee, thefe little diftricts of delegate miniftran 
tion affumed, it may be from analogy, the feme appella- 
whwton'i Dt- tion, being the contracted diocefes of fubordinate ambu- 
titi, pp. 63.rtiti. latory clergymen ; but not, ftrictly fpeaking, parifhes in 
the ordinary acceptation of the word, though fuch they 
have erroneoufly been fuppofed to be- 

While this primitive arrangement prevailed, in the 
nonage and immaturity of ChriHian difcipline and prac- 
Kenneifs Cafi tice, thc miffionaries difpenfed the word and facraments 
Hau, p. 3. abroad ; and, returning from their holy circuit to the 
TnaAntiquiii ccntre of unity, the epifcopal college, reported to their 
cuf.a^u.y.ii. diocefan the ftate of his ■xapoiKia, and the fuccefa of their 
evangelizing tours. So long, then, there was no call 
for the furveillance of local trtans, — the Chriftian flock 
either being habitual worlhippers coram epi/copo, in pre- 
fential communion with him, or conftantly reported to 
him by the delegated emiflaries of his college, the dio- 
cefan priefts. 

The duration of this Ample church-polity is not 
seW8n'.ffi*.qf exactly known. In the Britifli times it doubtlefs com- 
menced ; though little or no teltimony, as I have faid, is 
extant to declare the ecclefiaftical ufages of thofe primi- 
Bedc Hift.Ea^ tivc times ; and, after a period of pagan darknefe and 
UiT.cMvii. perfecution (which drove the ancient infular clergy into 
Wales and Cornwall), the fame economy again appears 
in the days of the Anglo-Saxons ; a commimity and col- 
I^iate life of the bifhop and his clergy being appointed 
for the model of the latter church by Pope Gregory at 
its flril eUabliihment; and the fyftem of itinerant preach- 
^"'^"^^ ing and difpenfing the word and fiicraments, by tempo- 
p.7«. rary minillers difpatched from the afTociated body, being 

tU^tSaici generally practifed when venerable Bede — "presbyter 

Digiz^.i., Cookie 
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exitnius meritia " — finilhed his church-hiftory (^iP. 

DCCXXXl).' 

Nay, it would f^pear, from his celebrated Epijlle to cuie'. a«,trat 
Archbyhop Ecgbert on the ftate of religion in North- kmd,\o].,. 
umbria {^A.D. dccxxxiv.), that thofe parts were almoft pp.s«,raqq. 
utterly deftitute of fpiritual affiftance, not only from 
biJhops, but from mifflonary presbyters alfo. The former 
not only neglected to vifit, in perfon, the villages and 
hamlets of the inaccelfible and mountfunous woodlands, 
hut fent no officiating minillers from the epifcopal col- 
lege, fupported though It was by the general fund of 

(') The nfage of the Britifti chvirch and people in rerpect of itine- htim H.B.Gwi. 
nncy, about the year ccccic, haa been already declared, in a patTage ' ■"'•'■'"'■ 
fdted from the §ti^ H^ry oflMtndaff. ■ " If any creiUt ia to be given whtrton's th- 
to the andent lioet and UgemU of the Briiith biJhopg and funts, Ala fi"" "•^ ^^^~ 
wu the practice at that time in the Briiith church : lliat the bilbops at 
diar cadiedralB, and holy abbots and doctors in feveral parts of the dio- 
cele, fhoold educate and maintain great numbers of priefts in a collegiate 
life, and prefide over them ; who in their turns llionld travel about and 
mftmct the lay ChrifUans in all the drcunijacent temtorieB; and that 
bdng done, return to the college, and give way to others to fucceed them 
ia die fame employment" But, on the other tide of the queftion, fie 
Mr.Whitaker's remarks in )um Hiftory of Manehejlfr, Vol. u. B. ii. cix. 
I IL, and alfo ijpi/i. Gilda. Scriptoru, xv. pp. 23, feqq. Increpalio in 
CSrrunt. 

Ib reference to the Ekiglilh Saxons {A-D. dclxi v.), itinerancy is point- 
edly Ihewn in the following anecdotes of our great eccleJiaDical hifto- 
rian — " Si qui* Jacardoium in vicum forte dnenerU, tnoi cojigrfgati in 
vtaan vicam verbum vita ab illo expetere curabant. Nam neque alia 
^l/i* facerdotHnu aid clerici* vicoi adevmU, quim pradicandi, bapti- 
jandi, iq^mot vj/Hatub, et {ut breviter dicam) animat curandi, cavfa 
fmt," And before, in the fame chapter — " vbicunque clericut aliquit 
out monacJnu adoemret, gaudenUr ah amnihua tanquatn Dei famiUut 
tttiperetuT. EHamfi in Hinere pergau imienirelur, accurrcbant, etJUxA 
ctnkt vd manu fignari, vei ore iUintfi benedit-i gaudebant. VerUt C CH~io\c 

quoqiir O 
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the diocefan tithes ', levied on the deferted diftricts — 

EpiO-v-Bta* " Audivimus enim etfama eft" writes the presbyter to 

A^. Eitti. his metropolitan, *' qui^ multa vilks ac viculi noftra gen- 

I. as. ' ^' tis in monttbus jint inacceffis etfalHbus dtcmqfis poJiH, ubi 

nunquam mullis tranfeunlibus annis Jit vtjus Antiftes qui 

ibidhn aliquid minijierii aut gratia ccelejiis exhibuerit, 

quorum tamen nee units quidem h tributis Antijliti red- 

dendis effe pqffit immunis ; nee Jhliim talibus locis defit 

Antijles, qui man&s impofitione baptizatos confirmet,'ce- 

rdm etiam omnis doctor, qui eos velfidei ventatem, vel 

di/cretionem bonee ac mala actionis edoceat, abfit." 

The archbifhop himfelf being unable to attend to all 

quoqite korum exhortatoriii ^iigen&r audttum pnebtbant" &c. And 

l.tb.iv.cxxvti. agiua eUenhere—" £rat quippe ntorii to tempore populit AagioTvm, 

vi venienU in viUavi clerico vel preshytero, cuncfi ad eju» imperitim 

verbwm auditun cot^uereni, libenter ea qua dicerentur oudLrent, liben- 

tilu ea qwB audire et itttelUgere poterant ^erandojiquereniur." 

H.E.a^.h.ui- Fac-ilities of local norlhip were then moH rare. Churches were very 

e.* liv "' widely fcattered. In the part of Northumbria, denominated Bernicia, 

(Northumberland and the South of Scotland between the Tweed and 

Firth of Forth) we are aflhred, on the high authority of Bede (A.D. 

DCjisv.), there was no church or altar erected — " nullum Jidei Chrif- 

tianee Jignum, ituUa ecclejia, nullum ailare, &c" — fave only dte cbarch 

of St Ofwald. In Deira (Lancafter, York, Weftmoreland, Cnmberiand, 

and Durham) no oratories, or baptijleiies, fave one be^ilica alone in the 

tnUa regia of Campodonum. For an account of the ftructure and mate- 

riab of many Saxon churches,ye« Tnmer'a IRJlory of the Anglo-Saxons, 

VoLii. B. XII. c. V. pp. 415,feqq., and Hsrt's Medtdla CondUomm, cv. 

pp. 3S, feqq. 

Kennetf 1 Caft ( ' ) While the neceflides of the cooatry were thus upon occafion fnp- 

il^^'T''' pUed, it did not alter the (late of the eccleliaftical patrimony ; which ftUI 

remained inrefled in the bifhop for the common nfes of religion, ai 

devoted folely to Ood and hu dergy. Out of the general fiind the bilbop 

gave to each officiating mimfter the dividend to which he wu entiUed 

for the fpiritnal duties he performed at the bilhop's mandMe. i 
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the miniflratioDs of religion in all parts of his vaft dio- 
cefe, the writer uiges the appointment of alfiltant itine- 
rant presbyters and teachers—" quia latiora Junt fpatia Eimii.t-^6. 
locorum, qute ad gubemacula tua: dicecejis pertinent, ' 
quhm utjblus per omnia dtfcurrere, et inJinguUs vicuUs 
atque agellis verbam Dei prtEdtcare, etiant anni tolius 
emerifo curHculo,J^fficias ; necejfariumjatis eji, utphtres 
ti&ijacri operis adjulorea ad/ci/cas, presbyteros videlicet 
ordinando, atque injiituendo doctores, gut in Jingulis 
viculis pradicando Dei verbo, et con/hcrandis myjleriis 
ceekjiibus, ac maxink peragendis Jacris bapHJmatis qffi- 
ciis, u^* opportunilas ingruerit, infijiant." 

At this date, then, we may conclude, the fyflem of 
millions from the epifcopal college, ill fupported as it 
was in certun parts of Northmnbria, was the only mode BinRbn-iSe. 
of propagating the truths of the Gofpel amongft the bS??!^"' 
unconverted, and fupplying the returning wants of fpi- "' '*" °' ""' *' 
ritual miniftration amongft the faithful. At leaft, the 
only material modification qf it (if modification it can 
be called) was in fuch parts of the country, as Chrif- 
tianity mojl prevailed, wherein, fays Bilhop Stillingfleet, suaiing^ieci't 
" encouragement was given for building churches, at a cJit,\or\ 
convenient diftance from the cathedral, and fettlmg a ° '"'^ 
niuuber of presbyters together there, which were after- whuwn-. d». 
wards called collegiate churches : — to which the great p. «. 
and devout men of that time gave liberal endowments, 
that they might the better attend the fervice of God 
there, and in the country about them." Whence other 
zealous intinerants, again, . ilTued forth upon the fame 
footing as from the epifcopal college, to convert and 
inftruct the circumjacent inhabitants ; and continued fo 
to do, as long as the miffionary fyftem of evangelizing 
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previuled — till, in ihort, the country was parochialized. — 
And when did this important innovation take place ? 

The idea of pariflies, viewed in the light of " diftricts 
bounded in regard of the profits from the people therein," 
ckMreh Hift. in Fuller's words, " payable only to a paftor incumbent 
short™"-.^ there," is inconfiftent vrith the community of ecclefi- 
aftical profits jointly enjoyed by the bifliop and his 
clei^ during the greater part of the eighth century. 
But towards its clofe, Chriltianity having rapidly ad- 
vanced, and " devotion," to ufe Selden's phrafe, " having 
a^^^M«x. grown firmer," the ellablifliment of proper parochial 
L^Ht-iCi/t cures was generally commenced by the bifliops* and 
^1S*]JX* kings ', in their refpective manors, and, more efpecially, 
by the opulent thegns ', the great landed proprietors of 
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Bete B.H.O.A. (') " BiriiHis epijcoptu Dorciocs Ac. . . . factit dedicaty^uf fcrie 
•'"^'"■"P-""-^, wm/y/^ ad Domimim pro giw laAore popuiii advocatU, nugravU 

ad Dotmnum." 

Whtukar*! (■) " Inter alia» qtuu faitricati ecclejuu, &c." Carta Ethelberti Re- 

^i^fli, Jte. *" ™ Monqfi. Anglican. Tom. i. p. 24. TTie earliell lay foimdatioiiR of 

churches noticed by Bede, are thofe before rated of Coonta Pnch and 

Addi (etrcifar A.D, dcc.) — but about A.D. occc. they i^pear to have 

been common, if we may credit the chartera of confirmation made by 

Bertnlph, Icing of Mercia, and others, to the abbey of Crowlond, on the 

authority of Ingnlphus. 

Bnniet'* A^ (') To Uus origin we trace the luAory of ptiTste patronage ; — the 

prMl"cfcm^* ■"■'"'""^ lords, having founded and endowed local churches out of their 

wam't4fffta*t. own private refources, obt^ned, in return fiir thdr liberality, the right 

of pfefenting to each a. competent paftor, approved by the bilhop, aad 

amenable to his jurifdiction, for inllitation and induction to the fame. 

8«me* (M Pa- And oar churches, to aU appearance, are flill, generally, prefentable to 

£IX '^rit' '■y ^^ '*ff"^ reprefentatives of the very parties who built them originally. 

Magmin; formally fettling upon them, refpectively, at the fame time, from land of 

their own, a dowry of glebe, and the tithes of their own eflatea. Set 

Dr. Bruton's Thought* on the Separation o/CkureA and Slate, pp. 7, feqq. 
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Sbct. n.] SisM Kutal {n ^tglanb.— ^arotfiiBl tiCIttgs. 73 

the Anglo-Saxons, who were defirous of the benefit of 
refident priefts, for themfelves and vaffals, on their own 
extenSve domains, and of having the Umits of the fame 
made permanent ecclefiaftical diviiions, within which 
they might partake of the offices of religion, without 
being compelled to have recourfe to a dillant cathedral, 
coQeg^ate, or mother church. Thefe foundations had, ^^S'^J^'^- 
probably, proceeded more rapidly, had it not been for the tmB. m. 
mania' then dominant of erecting monalleries (fo ftrongly 
animadverted on by Bede), which in many diftricts 
diverted the bounty of the rich from the more lalutary 
direction of parochial eflablifhments. However, by de- 
grees, each eftate and commenfurate parilh obtained its 
^propriate place of worihip — a fihal church fubordinate 
to the maternal temple of the diocefe, with a refident 
incumbent and difi^inct endowment of its own'. So 
much being "refi^rained from the common treafury of Whvton-iJb- 
the diocefe," and perpetually annexed, with the bifliop'a ua, p. w. 
lanction, to each new creation, as was fufiQcient for the 



(') King Edgar boafted thu he had erected fortj-feveii monaAeries. Tnrner'i AM. ^ 
(*) To the following beaudfiil cpifode of the Miftoriait of Craven, not nu,ToLi.p.39S. 
ioMpfOBte to tbe text at ttns point, the reader, T am fure, will readily grant 
die meed of approbation : — " I woold aflc," fays Mr. Whitaker, " whether, ThtlBjl^ An- 
at tbe fonndation of pariAiee, and for many centuries after, it were pof- ^anm^fCra- 
fible to devife a method of fnpporting an incumbent equally wife and <"« &'■ P- ^• 
proper widi that of a manfe, glebe, and tithes? — The paftor was not to 
be a Tagrant among bis flock ; an houfe therefore was to be provided for 
faiiD % be wanted the common necelTaiieB of life (for it was held, at that 
time, that even fpiritual men mail eat and drink), and money there was 
none to pnrchafe them ; a moderate allotment, therefore, of land was alfo 
retfnired. Bat the growth of grain, a process whicb demands moch care 
ftnd attention, wotdd have converted the incambent, as it has been well 
and ireqaeutly urged of late, ioto an illiterate farmer. It was proper, . . 

therefi,rel *-'OOgle 
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maintenance of&Jeparate officiating miniiler upon each 
demefne. This practice being generally received, at 
laft, an uniformity obtained in this innovation of paro- 
chial right. See Sir Thomas Ridley's View of the Civile 
and Ecclejiaftical Law, p. 216, note, and Whitaker's Hi- 
Jiory of Wkalky, B. ii. c. i. pp. 37, 38. 
^Bm^Mm. ^* **' ^^^^^ precincts were much larger, and caft 
"tbs** '^"^^^ fuch-like divifions in each diocefe, (the biihop of 

Worcefter thinks,) as, at prefent, conftitute our rural 
bcantfcs — varying in fize according to the difference of 
the feveral circuits of the founders' demefnes, — and vfere 
fubfequently fubdivided ; — but, whatever their magni- 
tude, there is no record of localized parochial presbyters 
attached to any fuch particular incumbencies in England, 
till after the middle of the eighth century. 

It is true, that the advocate of earlier incumbencies 

might allege the firft and fecond of Ecgbert's Excerpta 

in proof of fuch a notion. They, Jeemingly, evidence 

jDhnron'i&- the fact, " that parilh-churches began then to be built 

BccH,. ' " ' apace in the province of York," as Mr. Johnfon deduces 

therefore, that the ^ebe (hoald be relVrtcted within fuch-liuuta as iraald 
fuflJce for the production of milk, butter, cheefe, aoiitiBl food, and fuch 
other articles aa require little labour ; while the bread-corn, and other 
grain of the miniiler, Ihould be fupplied by the induflry of Iub p&rilhioners. 
And if the mioifter fed the people, as it was his office to do, with ** the 
bread that eudureth," there was an harmony, bb well as equity, in requiring 
that tkeg nionld feed him in return with that " which perilheth." But 
tlus primitive and pleafing reciprocation of good ofGces too quickly ceafed 
to be unirerfal ; and the common corruption of our nature will fuper- 
fede the neceflity of inquiring, whether the evil began with the fubtnc- 
tion of tithes or teaching. The declenfion wonld be mutual ; and law, 
not love, would foon become the mcafure both of the one payment and 
the other." — The Hyiory and ATtiiquitiet of tht Deanery of Craven, Ac 
Edit 2. p. 5. ^-^ I 
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from Can. i. — " Ut unuf qui/que Jacerdos ecclefiamjuam ccii.B.>tH. 
cum omni diligentid ad^cet, Sic." And the twenty-third, " '^'' 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-fixth canons go, 
^parently, to eflabUfli the &me point. But, it mull be 
borne in mind, that the date of this compilation is un- 
known. The vicar of Cranbrook places it A.D. dccxl. ; 
Spehnan and Wilkins, A.D. dccl. ; and others much later 
— as late as the tenth century. The truth, perhaps, 
may be, that, though the archbiihop, whofe name the 
Excerptions bear, was the founder of the code, about 
the time firft fpecified, his fuccefTors and others aug- 
mented, curtailed, arid tranfpofed its contents at difcre- 
tion ; incorporating many canons of the ninth and tenth 
centuries with the authentic collection of the firft ctma- 
nuerifis, Hucarius. So that this code of the province of 
York, as it now appears, with the many augmentations 
of Ecgbert's fuccefTors, (the work probably, as a whole, 
of fome learned monk of the tenth century,) is no evi- 
dence of the date of clerical fettlements during the 
archbifliop's occupation of that See {A.D. dccxxxiv — 
occLXVi). The rules are, almoft entirely, copies and 
extracts from cotitinental canons; which circumftance 
alone would render them inadmiflible as teHimony of 
our infular condition, at that or any other time: for 
they do not i^pear to have been ever received or ratified 
by any Englifli council. 

But, towards the clofe of the eighth century, we have 
other indii^utable proof of presbyters appropriated to 
particular churches. — In the fynod of Celcyth (^AD. 
DCCLXxxv.) it is ordered, " Omni anno injynodalibus con- cc. h. b.^h. 
veniibas ab epi/copis Jingularum ecckjiarum preslryteri, cm. i. 
qui poptilum erudire debent, de ipjd fide diHgentifimk ,nQ|e 
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examinentur, &c." And agdn, in a fecond fynod of the 

fame place (^A.D. dcccxti.)^ aU the ferrants of God are 

bade to affemble " perjingulas parochias injingulis gui- 

btifque ecclefiis," at the death of the biftiop, to chant 

thirty pfalms for his departed foul, and perform other 

ceremonies of falUng and prayer : — where, it would feem, 

pariflies limited as in later days, are to be underftood. 

Seiden'g Aj/}.^ As fuch foundations increafed, the neceility of fending 

itinerant priefts through the diocefes diminiflied, and at 

laft wholly ceafed ; — fo that we have no mention of them 

later than the fynod of Clovelhoe' {A.D. dccxlvii.) ; in 

the ninth canon of which, they are enjoined to a due 

exercife of their functions of baptizing, teaching, and 

vifiting, " per loca et regiones laiconim, qiUE Jtin ab epi- 

Jcopis provinciee infinuata et it^unclajimt, &c." 

CC.M.B.IIH. The inftituting of parifties, and proportioning of 

wotoiw Biihop churches to them, was certainly a flow and gradual work 

cAarw.MMcii. of mauy generations — feveral caufes and perfons con- 

"' fpiring to it — as Selden, Wharton, Stillingfleet, Wake, 

Kgnneu't »(/( and Kcnnctt, have abundantly proved. And, againft 

(jM(.pp.i.feqq. the authority of fuch writers, fo profoundly learned in 

ecclefiaitical antiquities, few, I ihould think, will be 

fflftoryefjfini- found to fubfcHbe to Mr. Whitaker's bold and gratuitous 

pJiTi.' ' affertion, that " all parifties were formed immediately on 

the Saxon converfion, or even etlabliftied previoufly for 



yrtauktt'tmji. (') 1'his Clovelhoe, where feveral councib were held in the eighth 
^'o'l^'^m' *°** ""'* •=*°"»"^ '^ •»*"* generaUy, but wildly, fuppofed to be Clift 
at Hoo in Kent It was certainlj in Mercia, as the kings of Merda 
were conftantly prefeni And it was plainly Glevum, CleTOm, or Glou- 
ceiler, bang Clon'a or Clove's Hoo or caftle, and Glonceder bein^ alio 
part of Merds at that dme. 

Digitized .yClOO^lC 



SecT. II.] Btana jRunI in lEnglanl).— Vmcliial tSUrgs- 77 

ages among the Britons of the provinces." See Black- 
ftone's Commentaries, Introduction, ^ iv. 

Leaving, however, this much-ventilated fubject — the 
obfcurity of which is not a little increafed by the dif- 
ferent interpretations of the word parochia — it will fuf- 
fice for us that a large number of parochial fettlements 
were ^pointed towards the clofe of the eighth century, 
and, by its completion, the ecclefiaftical divifion of dio- 
cefes, and " parochial limits of the parifhioners' devo- wi«rton'> ik- 
tions," were grown fufficiently common for the ordinary {j^p bs. 
inftruction of the people to be wholly left to the parijh |y«2I,Vtf^'v. 
priefis, and itinerancy entirely abolifhed '. 

How foon, after the organization of the rural clergy 
upon this new footing, arcf|{irt5ii|!teTS were appointed to 
overlook them and their flocks, it is difficult to deter- 
mine. Scope is afforded for the commencement of their 
infpectional fervices, in aidance of the biftiop, at the 
date referred to : but it does not appear, that they were 
called into being till more than two centuries aft:er. At 
leaft, no church-record affords any tidings of them within 
the writer's knowledge. 

In France, the firft foundation of parilh churches and 
ordinary cures was much earlier than in England ; and 
fo alfo was the fiftan atcfilprtstisK>rBl inftitution of higher 



(') Preabyten are often recorded in Domesday-book as refident, 
where there is no mention of cbnnjies, and are fnppofed to have ffiven 
titles to places fo circnrnftanced — as PriefVt-totDn or Pr^fton, S^rfiot, 
Prefi-mcA &c. : — in the fame way as kirk*, cAiircht*, or eccUJia, whrai 
fnch edifices were rare, gave to the favoured towns, or villages around 
diem, the names of Kirkby, Kirkkam, Omutkirk, EccUg, Ecela-ton, 
Ecda-haU, Sx. The etymology of Crofi-ton, perhaps, may be traced to 
fame cracifonn object of adoration. 
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antiquity in the former tlian in the latter country. In 
French councils and capitularies, mention is made of 
rural parifhes* and prieds in the fifth century, and of 
artlijiitsliettTS in the fixth. 

But, probable as it is, that the whole machinery of 
the GalUcan church-police ' would fpeedily find its way 
into Britain, from the conflant intercourfe between the 



Kanxuri/hiiq. (■) And in Italy, according to Mnrauri, parodual divifions were as 
Ti.Ml.ugjbqf! ^"ly " ^^ fourth centary, "Adjiecvlum vuigarit epocha quarlKtu 
praaptii pertiiut parmaarum, five ut appeliare Jblenau, parocJuarum 
lUvifto, el qffignata parocho cuicumqvf popuii portio regatda. Et 
primo quidtm in/HiutiJiitre parochi in urbibiu, turn in agrit, ut Ckrif- 
lianorum, multttudini in diet crefcetdi pajiorum prafenHum ope fad- 
ISu cmfvlerebir. Bapt^malet autem ecclejia procedetite tempore e^- 
mo£ ecclejite appeliaia Junt, quod baplijierium etjutbaplizatuii_fideU», 
antea uni urhit cujafque ecdefxa refcnatum, commuTte factum fiat cum 
niralibus quoque paroe/uaUbiu tccUfiii, ne in incommodum tn^an/nun 
bapHzandomm vergeret mmia faerifonlit dffiantia. AuroAum dixi: 
nam quod eft ad urbattat partxhiai, longi Jerau ii* facta ejl vema mi- 
niflrandi baptifmaiit. Nempe dim erai ctdcumque doitaU uwi bap- 
ii/malit bc^ica, plerutnque penet caihedrtdem,, ad quam deferre optu 

erat quodibet cioUalti puerot facrd undd lu/trandtu Ftebe* 

quoque nuncupabanl'ur parochiaie* eccltjix, unde ad not manaoit Jla- 

tiea vox Pieve. Piefri* quippe nomine oUm d^gnabatur cMtotioJide- 

Uum,fub una ftuxTdote pofda : qttofenfu etiam ditBo^ei interdhm oocur- 

runt appellaice plebe*," Sec With the firll part of this ftatement on 

Turalei parochite, Thomaffln alfo agrees. See hia Felu* et Nova EccU/ia 

Difc^ina, Tom. i. P. i. L. il c. sxii. x. p. 292. 

ThtamtkarUg (*} " "Riat there was all along, in thefe days, a very near affioi^ 

'priiKM over between the polity of Fnmce, and that of our own countiy, in its eccle- 

Sgit»it,lic. fiailical, as well aa in its ciril eltabliOiinent, might from many inftances 

evidently be made appear," &ys ArchbUhop Wake. See alfo Hales's 

Brt'ti^a^ ftimtfiwr Church of the BriUth IJU», p. 68; CoUtctanea Cambrica, 

N°. VI. ; and Roberts's FifitaHon Sermon, mdccoxii. nottt p. 20, and 

Appendix, N*. vi. p. 316. 
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two countries ; fuch does not appefu* to have been the 

cafe as to this particular department of fpiritual office. 

The fyftem of country ax^ifxtshvittxatn or littan&tn, 

with their attached fuperintendants, does not appear 

amongft us till the eleventh century — owing, perhaps, to 

the magnitude of our firft parochial divifions, and paucity 

of diftjnct congregations and incumbencies, which for a 

time called not for fuch appointments. Befldes — fuch 

as they were, they were vifited, every year, by the higheft 

ecclefiaftical officer. The bifhops annually " went about suiiinrf™t'i 
,.,.„. , . . , ■ i. ^"^ 'V". 

theur dioceies m order to an inquiry and correction of voi. i. p. us. 

mifcarrii^es," vifiting parochially every church, and 
manfe, and paftor, and flock. They vilited, indeed, be- 
fore the di^on of pariihes at all. The council of 
Clovefhoe, under Archbifhop Cuthbert, orders diocelans 
to vifit their parockiee (diocefes) once a year, and to 
teach the people of all conditions and of both fexes 
" utpote eos qui rard audiunt verbum dei;" prohibiting S.^:"-^^'."- 
all pagan obfervances &c. (can. in.); and the fame in- us. sis. 
junction is repeated in the council of Celcyth (A.D. 
DccLXXXv. can. in.). After the divifion of pariihes, an- 
nual epifcopal vifitations continued to be parochially 
made, as appears from the conjlitutiom of Archbifhop 
Odo (^A.D. DccccxLin. can. in.); " the bilhops going ^hnrpn's ec- 
about their diocefes every year, and vigilantly preaching mccoil/h. 
the word of Go4." 

While, then, church-difcipline was thus fupported by 
the diocefan in his own perfon throughout the whole 
parochia, we have no reafon to expect the introduction 
of any official deputies ; and none accordingly are found 
between the bifliop and presbyter with any office or 
jurifdiction in the diocefe at lai^. By degrees, however, 
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the eccleflaftical condition of the country changed; 
and the fpiritual government of the faithful became too 
arduous for one epifcopal overfeer or vilitor to manage. 
Pariflies, originally co-extenfive with the largeft manorial 
limitations — commenfurate, as I have faid (fee p. 74.), 
with our modern rural trtanties — were again and t^ain 
fubdivided ; till, at laft, they reached the comparatively 
fmall bounds, and multiplied diftmctions, which now, for 
the moft part, obtain. Every new proprietor, by grant 
or purchafe, of a partitioned lordftiip, was naturally de- 
firous of a new place of worihip', a refident minifter, 
and parochial circuit, proper to his own eftate — accom- 
modations, which the diocefan paitor liberally ceded for 
the advancement of Chriltianity. 

Thus with the diviflon of lordihips', churches and 

lotncbn-t Be- pariHies fimultaneoully multiplied. And, notwithflanding 

»TOcciTiii.<!.!. the refervations in favour of the Jeniores axle/ta — the 

"XVII. r. iL mother-pariih churches — of Edgar's and Canute's days, 

(whereby thofe churches, in cafe of new ones being 

erected within their limits, were entitled to two-thirds 

of the tithes and oblations of the elder parochia in its 

Jahnfan'i Ait- (') In Spain, uid Tome other conntries, no patroa can alienate an 
oJrA ff^^ advowfon, bat b; felling the manor to which it belong ; and ftiU, by 
IomJ, Pin I. our law, if the lord of a manor ^rant to another perfon his manor, cum 
Sei Kenileit'i pertinaitiu, the advowfon or patrona^ of any church or chorches, ap- 
/nfiiouriBtuM, pendant to that tnaoor, palfea to the pnrdiafer, or other grantee, though 

there be no eiprefi meotiou of the advowfon ; nay, though the words 
Paftoral Can, cum perHnotiiit be omitted. BiJhop Burnet &yB the feparating as 
^., ijjygXy advowfon or prefentatbn, and felling them off from an eflate to which 
p. Ui. the endowment was annexed, obtains in no other nation or chm^h than 

our own. 
Olnld. Cmb- (') " Eeeiejue verd }fiorum onoiet fere tot perfimat et participet ha- 

^WtUnftvi. *"*'' V"^ capitaiium virorum in parockid genera faerint." 
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fiiUeft extent), the daughter-churches, " by connivance 
of the time," became poifeffed of an equitable fliare of 
the parochial rights, and participated, at the fame time, 
in the temporal heritage of their parents ; that is, as far 
as the lands Otuate around the new creations were once 
tributary to the old, the latter were entirely deprived 
of them, and the fecondary benefices therewith perma- 
nently endowed — faving alone the c$ttrc&>stot to the 
mother-church, which was continued to her as a mark 
of fuperiority. 

Thence it happened, that in the reign of the Confeffor *«TBr««.t' 



found to modem ears, and fcarce credible after all the p.iss. ' 
ravages of the Danes in the ninth century') was a fub- 
ject of complaint : the new foundations, by the fubtrac- llecci^s. 
tion of large portions of tithe of the primary dotations. M.B.tiH.\oi. 
greatly impoveriftied the old parochial incumbencies— ''^ ■<»'>■ 
** MuUis in loots modd Junt tres vel quatuor ecclejia, ubi 
tunc temporia una tantum erat, etjic {decima Jingulorum 
facerdottim) cceperant minui." (A.D. mlh.) The mainte- johnfon'-A- 
nance of officiating priefls was much leflened from this- aamM «/&!§- 
additional caufe — that the clergy, having been in affluence ^iar-< e^.' 
while their larger parilhes were undivided, did not at ^^'•^■"'' 
that time exact their rights to the fiill ; and the lame 



( ' ) Alfred's interefting allafion to tliefe ravagw, in lu8 Pre&ee, while Tomer'i mt. <^ 
contraftiiig' the former and then Date of the kingdom, fhews the number nu,vS!r B. v. 
of well-fQrnilhed chnrrJies in the ninth century to have been condde- <= '- P-^^ 
nble — . ..." I aUb remember," fays the king, " how I faw, htfare 
t/iat every iMng loa* ravaged and bumi, that the churches through all 
the Englilh nation ftood full of velTels and book*, and alfo of a greM 
many of the fervanta of Ood &c ! " The chordies, at that lime, were, 
for the mod part, built of wood, and therefore foon deftroyed by fire, 
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being neglected were, in a great meafurei fubfequently 
loft : while, at the fame time, the very cantonment of 
the tithes amongft a greater number of poor clerks ren- 
dered their payment more necelTary. 
fi^'pi^ai. However, notwithfianding the complaints of the pri- 
PP.B8,99. m^y foundations, the fecondary ftructures advanced, 
gradually and progreffively, to the ftate of perfect bene- 
fices, and were invefted with diftinct glebe and tithes, 
^art from the mother-pariih-church, as the latter, in its 
day, had been portioned off from the cathedral endow- 
ment '. Before, or about, the time of the Confeffor, this 
innovation on the elder parochial divifion was com- 
pleted ; and the eccleflaftical bounds of parifhes gene- 
rally fixed, as they have fince obtained throughout Eng- 
land — (fee LL. Eccl. Edgar. R. cc.vi. rx. xv. Canut. R. 
c. xiii) — the diverfity of our prefent parifhes in fize ori- 
ginating in the endlefs diverfity of the feveral circum- 
ferences of the founders' poffeffions. 

To reduce and preferve the multiplied parochial cures 

within the pale of difcipline, we may fuppofe, that, about 

this time, a certain number of incumbencies or pttsti|>- 

UrattK were thrown together, and conftituted an BXt%i- 

piKMgi] Gtoff. pttRbBtiratt * — " diftrictus artj^fprtsbsttrf rtttalfs" — at Uie 

Oibrong Cbdra (')!■> hononr of the cuthedrol church, and in lokea of futyection to 
CT^i'vol'^r'"* i'lMt'wbifliop's fee, every parochial miiufter, within die dioceTetpaya to 
p.tTl. the bilhop an annnal penfion, called anden% fftrt lt tft u B : which ac- 

knowledgment IB fuppofed to have token rife Irom the eftablilhment of 
diflinct parUhea, with certain revenues, and thereby the fepantting of tlxde 
diliricta from the immediate relation they had borne to the cathedral church. 
Mr. Jofanfoa feems to confider the tattPcbrBfnim the fame ea tttnntHIcot : 
fee Atusieni and VrefaU Ckunh of England, Vol i. p. 15. 

(') Or the atcliiprc^iitnalc may reprefent Bithop StUlisgfleet's pri- 
mary parocJual divirton, a fection of the diocefe correfponding to the 

modem 
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fole and arbitrary appomtment of the biihop of the dio- sn-nunama. 
cefe; or, as population thickened, within the limits of 'ri»Li.'r.ii. 
the fame, and new churches arofe, that a certain number 
of contiguous cures, in claifes of /«»' or more (the eccle- 
fiaftical in this matter copying the civil Itate) were 
fevered o£f from the primary juiifdiction, and modelled 
into btamfts'; or, in other words, diocefes were broken 
into axi^ifitihyiUtatti, and thefe again remodelled into 
liecanatcs, and placed by the diocefan under the vicarious 
tutelage of trtans roral : who ftill preferved, in eccle- 
fiaftical language, the title of artjptfistt '. — " attftfprtBbp- »!<"•»■ * a«™ 
tetl dicti videntur Uttani" feys Morin, " ed ^uod atiHgui- £»«. xyi. c, A. 
tus diacefes erant per trtcanfas divifee, quibus praerant '' 
imftiiinsbgttH ; ut videre eft in eapitul. Carol, calr. c. in. 
T. nu Cone. Gallia." 



modem ratal QtBnts ; wherdn was originally one church — the matrui 
eeclefia — with its incombeDtmiiiiller; whofe huge pariOi was fabfequently 
ouloaed into minor pitdstnatnt ; over which the elder prieft piefided, 
■s the pltbnm# of the continent over his minont tiluU ; and continning 
to dweD at the principal town or place (the metrocomia, where waa the 
original matrix eeckfia), exennfed, ai mclb|itifllt, ecderiaAical rale over 
the whole jnrifdiction, drarches, presbyters, and people. See the note from 
HoHnflted, below. 

(■) " Within the diocefe of Worcefter," Biflipp Stillingfleet fays, " in Pt^aaivBcd. 
two luansfim of it, there are to be found in Domeaday-book above "*".«"■ 
twcsity parifh churches: in the Ocnszs of Warwick, ten; and in the 
tcnung of Kin^one, fifteen. 

(■) Rapin notes, that in the days of Alfred the lecular clet^ had Hyi.^B»g- 
taken polTeflion of the moualleries, from whence the monks had been g!^. p. lis 
driven b^ the Danes ; and lived there in common, nsder the direction of 
an cnl^iint 

(■) "As the nnmber of Chriftisna increafed," writes HolinJhed in lit 
D^cripUan ofBn^nd, " fo firft monaAeries, then finallie parifli churches, 
were bniMed in evetie jurifdiction -. trom whence I take our Oinudc 

O 2 churches ,_ C O O ^ I C 
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Some fuch ecclefiafiical arrangemeut as that alluded 
to, probably, took place in England about the middle of 
the eleventh century, if not earlier, in imitation of the 
economy long before ellablifbed in the Gallican churches; 
whence, in iMr. Whitaker's opinion, the whole of our 

'- fpiritual police emanated. Whether, however, this no- 
tion be admitted or not, there were canons enough of 
influential councils, bearing upon the office in queftion, 
to make known its utiUty, and pave the way for its 
introduction from the continent into England— witnefs 
the fecond of Tours> the Capitulars of Charlemagne, and 
the Pavian and Lateran councils, cited in earlier pages. — 
In the latter it had been expreffly decreed, (both at 

' Ticinum and at Rome) " ut Jtngults plebes a,xt^if%t%\>'^ 
teram habeant." Where the word " plebes" ThomaiTin 
remarks, much to our prefent puipofe, " plttrium paro- 
chiarum tractum defignai, guibus conjlat itnus trttanaius. 
Quot plebes, totidem debent ejfe atc&fpnsbstfrl, quifollici- 



lAnacb-ta to have their origiiull, now called mother churches, and dieir 
incorobenli vt^ytttlXi ; the reft being added fince the conqueft, either 
by the lords of ererie towne, or zealous men, loth to travell fBiT«, utd 
willing U) have fome safe by building them neere hand. Unto tbefe 
DfBiuric churches alfo the clear^ in old time of the fame OcailtrU were 
appointed to repaire at fundrie feafons, (here to recnve wboleTome ordi- 
nances, and to confolt upon the neceOkrie afiaires of the whole jurifdic- 
tion ; if neceOitie fo required : and fome image hereof is jet to be feene 
in the north parts. But as the number of churches increafed, fo the 
repaire of the fiuthfull unto the c&thedralls did diminilli : whereby they 
now bettime efpedallie in their nether parts rather markets and Jhops 
for merchan^e, than folemn places of praier, whereunto they were firit 
erected." Second Booke, chap. I. of the Aneiimt and Preftnte Slate of 
the Church of England, p. 136. Ste alfo Stavely's Hfft. of Churche* m 
England, c. vii, pp. 108, feqq. ; StiUingfleet's Ecel^. Ca/ii, p. 660. and 
the fourfold divifion tfchurche* there JtaUd tx LL. Caniui Regis. . 

h,Coot;^lc 
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tudmem gerant, non laicorum tantiim ^delium, Jed paro- 
ckorum. Shut epij'copus matrici praejl ecclejia, ita 
artiitptesbBterf prttjint plebibus, &c." By which explana- 
tion this arcj^fpTtsbsUial regiment is made to fall in with 
our then civil ftate as founded by Alfred ; — the confti- 
tntion of which is faid to have bellowed on the iirft 
reprcfentative of the BTClipifcsl*S office, in ante-Norman 
Englajid, the tiUe of betanue ; as the final claufe of the 
tame canon, " cuncta tamen referant ad epifcopum," (the 
bifhop being the author of the appointment) diftinguiflied 
it by the adjunct of " epifcopi" 

To purfue the fubject of the fiean tuial's origin no 
further — it is certain, that, in the year mlii., this then 
important perfonage appears, for the firft time, in the 
tomes of the councils of Great Britain and Ireland, 
imder the ftyle and title of Stcanus Spfstopf ' — in which ll. EdnrH. 
capacity he takes cognifance of the violation of the sp«iiiui. au^. 
peace within his Irinnrg, and, with the earl and king, *iMmci.E.A. 
receives a Ihare of the emendation or fine of £.8 
awarded upon it — the king having one hundred fhil- 
lings, the earl of the county fifty fhillings — " 9ttantts 
aiUetn tpiscopf in ci^jus Uceanatu pax /racta fuerit reliquos 
deceni' — which words can be applied only to the office 
of raial beans, according to the refpective diftricts which 
they bad in the parts of every diocefe. " There could ^,'^!^^" 
be no breach of the king's peace," lays Sir H. Spelman, s^-^f^ 
^offing upon this canon, " but it mufi alfo break the 
peace and unity of the church ; therefore, the biffiop's 
ttean, in whofe tKBtirs tlie peace was broken, had ten 
flullings for his part of the mulct or fine thereof." 

(') SfCniM tpiftOfi — "idem quivulgo iBitanufl lELutali* attl <iitit- ptmt.adDt^cmt. 
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Under the goverament of the Saxons the trtan niTa) 

feems to have had more to do with civil than fpiritual 

office, and, in that refpect, to have differed from the 

bftan aicJEiprestisttr of the continent of the lame and 

earUer date. When the art&ftirtsiijiUrBle was converted 

into the Otcanatc, and the artfipiicst into the titan, the 

office itfelf feems to have been fomewhat fecularized, 

and the officer made a fort of coimtry magiiirate. But, 

in truth, the notices of the Otan are fo fcanty, and the 

authority of the church and llate fo blended tt^ther 

among the Saxons, in fupporting the common interefts 

of reli^on and government, that we cannot pretend to 

explain the nature and extent of the particular duties 

that devolved on him in their eccleliallical polity apart 

sm WQkini, from their civil. As far as they go, the laws of King 

£<«i^s.Ed*. Edward and their additaments are authentic memorials 

Chargii,ik$ (\ believe — though Atterbury queftions, in part, their 

^J^**'***'genuinenefs) of the ecclefiaftical r^^e of the eleventh 

MDccTiii. century ; and I would that they were more full on the 

fubject of our inquiry, initead of throwing, as is the cafe, 

little light upon it ! 

c<dH/.£.^. The bean of thefe laws being called becanns epfscopf, 

c^ VIII. p. 071. "without doubt," BiihopGibfon argues, ''was appointed 

by the bifliop, to have the infpection of the clergy and 

people, within the diftrict in which he was incumbent, 

under him, and him alone." — But fo much is left to 

conjecture, as to the conftitution of his office, that Dr. 

oHgimajntu- luctt, drawiug a different conclu0on, is inclined to view 

c. Ill' p. 66. ' him, not as a localized functionary with a fettled diftrict 

of fupervifion, but rather as a fpiritual emiffary, like the 

archdeacon of that day, a diocefan officer, with occa- 

(lonal delegations of power from the bifhop, as circum- 
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dances required ; — a different perfonage quite from the 
incumbent bean taral of after-days. And yet, the laws 
of the ConfefTor, be it remembered, fpeak of the " IretBnns £^ Bivird. 
m ctijus betanma &c." as if the officer intended were in & s^^i 
immediate connexion with a particular btanrs, and not p. sot. 
a remote non-refident delegate, difpatched on emergen- AJ^iL^™' 
cies from the epifcopal fee. That he was a refidentiary c.le*Tm 
officer, again, is the opinion of Mr. Whitaker ; who views ^^^m^- 
the code of the Confeffor as a document that may be ^*^',?;."' 
reUed on, and draws from it a general inference that the v^'fp^n."' 
mtal bean was everywhere fettled. Mid the tuial beanrg 
everywhere laid out, among our Saxon anceftors — an 
inference by no means warranted. 

If the officer called " minijier epi/copi" in the tenth 
canon of the lame code be, as is reafonably entertained, 
the fame functionary as the " brtanas tfiitopi" of the 
thirty-firft canon, we have an extenGon of his powers 
from matters connected with the king's peace, to that of 
the management of an ordeaUtrial. Mr. Johnfon, how- Beeti/.iam, 
ever, does iiot ^ply the "bijhop's minuter" to the bean, •"■"'■"'*''''■ 
but to the archdeacon, " or tohatever qfficer the bilhop 
thought fit to fend." Who more fit than the local ordi- 
muy, the bean of the diftrict, in which the ordeai was to 
be held? Collier interprets the phrafe by the bijhop's Ecdi/.Huurg, 
{0cial. On the Anglo-Saxon ordeals, Jee'Vf'iQsxDs LL. '"'^' 
Inee, p, 27 ; Collier's EccUf, Hifi. qf Great Britain, B. iii. 
p. 231 ; and Tmner's Hijiory of the Anglo-Saxons.YoL ii. 
chap. vui. p. 266. 4to. edit 

I do not fay pofitively that the firit ruial ait^intsbeur, or 
Ittan, was not a diocefan emiflary of the nature referred 
to by Dr. Inett ; nor that the type of his office was not 
founded on the eaftem model of the fee of Laodicea ; 

LyCoogle 
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where the jurfolietita was fometitnes a rtsflrent tmatiit, 
Tometimes, and perhaps more frequently, an fIfiUTBnt 
coabtator of the urban biihop— after the d[)olition of the 
c&oitpfscopttS,who was the city-bilhop's previous helpmate. 
— There is every reafon to fuppofe the fifty-feventli ca- 
non of Laodicea known to the Anglican church at the 
time of the fynod of Celcyth ; in the fourth canon of 
cc.M.B.tiB. which it is decreed, " utjynodalia edicta univerfalium 
fex conciliorum cum decretis pont^cum Romanorum Ja- 
pius lectitentw, obferventur, et juxta eorum exen^lar 
eccleficE Jiatus corrigatur, ut ne quid novi ab aUquibus 
introduci permittatur, ne Jit fchyhta in ecckJiA Dei." 
w^ux?^i*» From whence it may be inferred, that the church of 
CM, IV. England received the whole body of canons and codes 

contained in the firft fix general councils, and, of courfe, 
thofe of the topical councils ratified and confirmed by 
Prefcee, asu. them (fee the fecond Volume of the Clergyman's Vade- 
Mecum by Mr. Johnfon), of which collection the Laodi- 
cean decrees formed a part 

The ancient church of our iOand had ever a great 
regard to the Orientals; as appears from another claufe 
of the canon juft cited, whereby it is enacted that the 
Englifti monks and regulars ihoutd ufe the habits of 
the Orientals. — So that, it is poiTible, our church may 
have derived the bfsitfng presbgtei^s office direct from the 
Eaft, inftead of receiving it mediately from France. 

The evidence, however, fuch as it is, of the firft Irtan 
rttial of Britain — the btcanus epistojpf — (whether the offi- 
cer be of Oriental or GaUican derivation) would, aflbredly, 
lead us to fuppofe him a local incumbent invefted with 
a capacity to vifit and correct defaults within his jurif- 
diction, rather than a mere diocefan mandatary. 

DiQitized^yGOOgle 



Skt. II.] BtaM leiicsl in lEa^bnA.— VnwttpUl 01ngg. 89 

In the kingdom of France, where the ecclefiadical SS??^"' 
records have been more carefully preferred, and our "■^'^t'-'' 
ecclefiaftical notices are more numerous and accurate, 
the trtans were, undoubtedly, not diocefan emiffitries, but 
local incumbents. " We fee them," fays Mr. Whitaker, 
" eftablifhed in their trianrfm, and making yifitations in 
them, as early as dcccl ; and, even feveral years earlier, 
invefted with a confiderable authority, and acting as 
ecclellaftical judges immediately below the archdeacon 
and bifhop." For this flatement Mr. Whitaker cites as 
his authorities, Hincmar. p. 716. Tom. i. Articles qfEn-v-^^- 
quiry made h/ the 9tans ; and Baluzius, c. 860 & 1123. 
Tom. I. I fuppofe thefe were the mod ancient examples 
which this very learned antiquary could produce. But, 
the reader will have feen, my refearches have been more 
fucceMul, and have carried back the oflBce in France to ^cgtom-ti. 
the^rt century — to the council of Tours * (A.D. dlxvii.) 
— a period when, according to Baronius, church-difcipline 

(') TTiere is a canon of this council of Tonn well wotth; of notice 
in diefe onr dayn, when the afages of antiquity are, IVom linifier motives, 
(b often mifreprefented with re^rd to the dilhribudon of church pro- 
perty ; — though Mr. Hale, in his admirable treatife " on Ihe /itppoffd 
exifiertce of a qvadriparlUe ajui tripartiie dfcj/ion oftithei tn England, 
for maintaining lAe clergy, the poor, and the fabric cf the church," and 
in hifl evidence before Parfiament on the fame fubject, has fet that fallacy 
at reft for ever, as ikr as regards onr own country : — to one of the reci- 
pients of the bonnty in qoeflion, the canon of Tours referred to applies 
— viz. dK poor. — So &r fiom the Gallican cAurcA having bem, at that 
time, alone bnrdtened with tlie poor, the coundl orders that the inha- 
bttantt of e»A pUcti, lay aad deruMl, ttioviA /upport their own poor; — 
" Ut unaqumipie cioUae paapere* et egenoi incoUit aiimentia cojigruen- SS.CCTom Tt. 
Hbtupafiaifrcujiduinviret,iUta^vicampre»bytfri,qu&ntcivt»omnet, '°' 
fiemn pauperem pafcant : quo jvei vi ipfi pavpem per dvitatei oHae 
non vagentar." (Concil. Tnron. ii. A.D. dlxvii.) -^-. i 

D,g,z.d.yC.OOgle 
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was very energetically fupported by the Galilean prelates, 
e^m'^ — " ^^ complwes S. epi/copos, gut praerant diver/arum 
¥11, cDi-TTS. provinciarum ecclefiis, vigebat magnoperh ecclefiaftica dif- 
ciplmi &c." Fftan attliprf sbgttts are there noticed, as in 
the fiill exercife of their infpectionary powers : and they 
are again and again mentioned, as I have already obferved 
in the firft branch of our inquiry, in the writings of 
Gregory of Tours, a Uttle before tiie date of the council 
referred to. But to return home : — 

Whether the btcanal office of the countttg was of much, 
or even any, higher antiquity in the Britilh ifles, than 
the eleventh century, I cannot difcover': — the proba- 
bihty is, that it was not The non-exiftence of a gene- 
rally diftributed parochial clei^ before that date, was a 
bar to its inititution. There was no call for the office ; 
CMc.Bc»hiB/i. and there is no trace of its exiilence. The duties of 
v<.i.i.i>.«). ' the continental Brc^pttsbBtet were thrown on the ordi- 
nary prieft of England by the feventh canon of the 
Dooms Ecclefiajiical of King Withred {A.D. dcxcvi), and 
oamjiibSd- by the iixth of King Edgiur's Canons (A.D. dcccclx). 
^kS'Sh!' From the former, it is clear, that the prieft was thought 
VoL I. p. U15. ^__ _,^____ 

VUtaker'i B^t. ( ') A naked tr&^tionftl account of an earlier ticsn is pn&rved io the 
f r^a?;^! ■ co'toiu memoir, the Statu* de Bladdmrnffiire. Hie ftory ftatea, that the 
Incombenta of fFhUechurdt tmder the XreffA (WbUcj) mote themfdves, 
and were nToally ftyled, not rectots, bnt Onitf ; of which the reaibn ia 
fnppofed to be, that, on accoont'Of the remote and ahnofi inacceffible 
fitoalioii of the place, entangled with woods and oremm with wild beafia. 
the tnihops of Lidifield devolved upon them a large putioa of ecde- 
fialUcal jnrifdidion, referring only to themfelvea the deciAon of certaia 
difficult and important caCea : that thia conAitntion remained for foor 
Pp. 39,40. hundred and ferenty yeara be&re the conqneft &C&C. Dr. Wfattaker 
conTidera (his eccleTiafiu: not to have been a ratal Hem. See Iobw 
remarks upon his anomalous femt-fecBlar character, in aii^eariier page. 
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to be under obligation to prefent offenders to the bifhop 
— ** Si Jacerdos irguftttm concubitum pemi/erit &c. :" 
and by the latter, fucb a prefentment is expreflly taught; 
— " Docemus etiam, ut guiUbet Jacerdos injynodo emm- 
ciet, Jt in parochi&fad nqfcat aliquem erga deum contu~ 
macem, vel qui in peccatum mortale tnalh inciderU, quern 
ad emendationem iacUnare nequtt, vel non audet propter 
Jecuiares." 

Had the lican of King Edward's laws, viewed in the 
character of a fpiritual fuperrifor of morals and religion 
(fuch as he was in his arc^^icsbsural capacity in France) 
been in exilience at the date of the Berghamftead 
fynod, or even the later Canons of Edgar, the duty of 
delating offenders &c. had, probfU>ly, devolved on him ; 
— fuch having been the accusatorial o£Sce of his coun- 
tertype of France, many centuries before the latter 
date, and more tiian a century and a quarter before 
the former. 

Again, the Laws qf fatisfaction for vioiation of or- cc.M.a.ttB. 
ders, of the aforeiaid King Withred {A.D. dcxcvi), recite " " '" 
the different Ecclejiajiical Degrees, and the fines or 
emendations to be paid by perfons guilty of violating 
them ; but there is no notice of any fimctionary be- 
tween the prielt and bifhop : nor does any fuch appear 
in the Dialogue of Ecgbert (A.D. dcczxxiv) ; one of the ^nfi. p. m. 
refponfes of which apportions the quantum of penance 
and price, inflicted by the church, for the miu*der of a 
bifiiop, a presbyter, a deacon, and a monk. If arch- 
deacons and aictprtsbstets were then in exiHence in the 
En^ilh church, they were not rated in the fcale of 
appreciation. The legiflative arithmetic, by which every 
perfon among the Anglo-Saxons was valued at a certain ^-> i ^ 



92 ®tifiin of 4* ®fffK. [Pakt U. 

fum, denominated his tntrt, took no cognifance of them 
by any fuch compenfatory payment. But fee the re- 
marks prefently following. 
?!e*^ v^ii "^^ learned author of our EccUfiqftkal Codex re- 
p-»^i. marks (Tit. xlii. cap. Tin. of rutal Ittans), that " the 

office is mentioned in the laws of Edward the Confeflbr, 
as an office of antiquity at that time." But I do not 
fee that the words of the particular canon referred to 
authorife the opinion that the office was one of long 
Jlanding, here in England, at the period in queftion, (if 
fuch be Gibfon's meaning,) though it was on the conti- 
nent of Europe. Indeed, for the reafons juil Hated, it 
probably could not have been. 
v^i^Ms'If^ But upon this fubject of the antiquity of the office, it 
M^ctnTii. may, in paffing, be obferved, (indeed I owe it to Mr. 
taT^/in'*' Brewfter, the author of the Collectanea Eccle/tajOca, not 
v*i**M8^ to pafs it over unnoticed,) that the " pi»(etttt» tfiitafi" of 
^.o.Miiwii. King Edgar's Laws Ecclejiajiical ("iii. de decimis) — the 
" sateibos epfstoii!" of John Bromton's text of the fame, 
— and the " piKposftus tfiicopi" of Canute's LawsEccl&- 
Jiaftical (viii. de decimis reddendis), may pqffibfy mean 
the liean roTal; as the terras "ptsfectus" and " pmpo- 
sftos" are often apphed to ttrtian btans, and may, by 
parity of conilruction, be transferred to bfcan alfo. See 
Ducuige's Glojfar. in voce Fre£po/itus, Tom. v, p. 759., and 
Wharton's Anglia Sacra,\o\. i. pp. 431. 44B. 559, for ex- 
amples. — Upon thefe tithe-canons of Edgar and Canute, 
and the officers employed in adminiliering them (called 
g^^.voiu. **y ^- '°®** " *^^ bifliop's deputies"), I £hall have occa- 
P-*^- fioD again to fpeak, imder the head of rutal diapteiK, as 

coattfl of (EDfittstfanftB for the recovery of church-dues ; — 
merely here fubjoining, that the more ufual interpieta- 
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don of the term *' lfitatfo%ltm S{>(sco|if " is the Bilhop's 
Reeve * : fee Dr. Brady's Glojiay, p. 59. 

As no precife time can be determined when the office Pandd^Axu- 
of roral bean firft began, and no writers have affigned the p 337.' 
caufe or reafon of its infUtution in this country, the Vicar 
of Ambrofden exprelTes a conviction that its very ex- 
ijlence is to be primarily fought in an imitation of the 
civO economy of the Itate. The parallel drawn of the 
lay and clerical politia of the day by this learned writer 
— in ecclellaftical antiquities dv^p iroMJiv dvrA^un oAAmv— """?''■ "'^ 
is ingenious ; but, in my opinion, however ftrong the 
analogy pointed out between the two, there are obftacles 
to the admiffion of the hypothefls that the ratal ttansiifp 
of the church originated in an imitation of the jurifdic- 
tion of the tithing-man of the flate. Still, the parallel 
is fo nicety worked out by Kennett, fo interefiing in its 
detmls, and fo pertinent to this part of our fubject, that 
I am induced to lay it before the reader in the words 
of the author; — premiilng, that he does not profefs to 
inveftigate the original inflitution and jurifdiction of 
Ttiial Scans beyond our own church and nation, nor 
attempt to extend the refemblance to any other coun- 
tries than thofe havmg the like civil government. 

" In the external poUcy of the Chriftian church," 
lays Dr. Kennett, " feveral ecclefiaftical offices of dig- 
nity and power were modelled" by the examples of 

(') Mr. Collier, in his verlion of the tturd canon of Edgar's Conftiiu- Stdtf.BtftBry 
tioru, tntrodnccs the Inihop Umfelf, inftead of his officer, aa tbe tithe- ^°'- ^^^ 
arbitrator, in conjancdon with the Iheriff and the parfon of the parifh. 
Of Canute's canon he takes no notice. 

(*) Thtis fpake the ferenteenth canon of the (Ecnmenlc Council of Rnih CMwL 
CbalcedoD,yu6,^ne — wJi itoXiruaMi nai htuoo-ioit rwroij kaI tw iKKKurmt- Z!tn, 
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places and perfoDS in the civil government. It was fo 
in the primitive * ages through the Eail and Weftem 
empires, where (as if the church by this compliment 
courted the favotu- and protection of the flate) the titles 
and pre-eminence of patriarchs, primates, metropolitans, 
and fome other dignitaries, took the rife and foundation 
from the temporal powers, that is, from their different 
exercife of government in cities and countries. The 
office of rawl btans was undoubtedly owing to the fame 
emulation of following the methods and forms of civil 
government; and therefore, as in this northern king- 
dom, for the better confervation of peace, and the more 
eaiy adminiltration of jultice, every him^ed was divided 
into ten diitricts or tithings ; each tithing made up of 
ten friboi^, each friborg of ten families ; and in every 
c^^'m^* ^^^^ tithing 'Jiatuerunt Jttfiitiarioa fuper quofque decern 
entmkMb,.. fritorgos, quos liecanoB pojienus c^peliare, AngUci vera 
Tienhefiob, i.e. copuf (2f decern';' which jultices, or civil 
lutam, were to examine and determine all lefTer caufes 
between villages and neighbours ; to levy the fines or 
emendations according to legal forfeitures ; to compofe 
all occafional differences, and prefcribe the meafures of 

HltrorpUdflN- (>) See Walafiid Strafao'i Coo^ratio ecdefti^Ucoryan onHnutn et 

Ecd^. OffMU, ficalarivm, in hia work ' He txordHa et incretnentia rerum eeeiefiafii- 

69^4.' "'* carum,' cap. 31 : alfo the nmning glofg of Hnratori upon the lower 

grades of ecclefialtic and fecular offices of the fame audior. In his AtUi- 

quiiaUt Medii Xm, mTertat. deciina, Tom. i. coL 519. (Editob.) 

(*} Caput de decern — Bnnnbil — Spdmaa. Margn, JmioU QUiffar. 
JtihaoL p. 248. See alfo Dngdale's Originet JuritSe. c. x. Court Ba- 
ron, p. 25. " BctznuS, Pnboroughed or Headborcugh." Tbt occafion 
of the lay-inflitatioii is given in full hy Sir Henry Spe&nan, from the on- 
giaal laws c xx. loc. ciL Gl^^&r. Jnsh^ol. — and tranllBted in The Jn- 
cient Govemmejtt of England, p. 61. (Editok.) ^ 
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Satisfaction ; and, for this puipofe, to keep their flated 
meetings for complaint and inqiiiry ; but to refer all cf„'ffft''^3s 
greater or more criminal caufes to the fuperior juitices, •^ »vidndu. 
or thofe who had. jurifdiction over the whole hundred'. 
So, in compliance with this fecular method, the fpiritual 
governors, the bifhops, divided each diocefe into treane- 
xits or titbings, each of which was the diftrict of ten 
parifhes or churches ; and over every fuch diltrict they 
appointed a litan, who fhould in like manner reconcile 
the differences of ChrilUan neighbours ; and receive 
complaints^ and inquire into grievances, and impofe the 
leffer cenfures of the church : and for this purpofe to 
hold their folemn cHapters, and prefide in them, and judi- 
cially determine all matters of leis concern ; but to refer 
the cognifance of all greater caufes, and fuffer appeals 
to the fuperior conits of C&rfstiBnfts, and fo on, to the 
fupreme eccleliailical judicature K" 

(•) " TV lords of ttie himdi«d, by the laws of Hen, I. 0.8., were to W,K.gR*.»i», 
bold their courts twelve timea in the year, t.e. once a month ; efpedally nf p.3^' 
« fnU tqipeannce wu required twice u year. So the bcSBtf bad thur 
fynods." 

" The like fiiiiilitnde betneen the earl and the biihop ; both thdr 
iriUmations valned alike in the laws of King^ Etbelftan; and two 
fbhiremoles every year, as two epifcopal fynods." 

(■) llie like office of Htm began very early is the greater monafle- ^^^f^f"^ 
lies, obfervea BUhop Kennett, efpedally in thofe of the Benedictine pp.su, reqq.' 
order; where the whole convent waa divided into decnries, in which die ^g»L S. Btmd. 
Vm or tenth perfbn prefided over the other nine ; took an account of MogaJHTe^iO. 
all their manoal operationB ; fnSbred none to leave their ftatioa, or omit B. lador. 4t 
their parucolar du^, without exprels leave; vifited their cells or domu- c. IS.^^' 
toiies every night ; attended them at table, to keep order and deoomm 
at their meals ; guided thnr confcience ; directed tbeir llndiea, and ob- 
IcTved tbdr converfaUon ; and for this purpofe held frequent chapters, 
wherein they took public cognifance of all irregular practices; and 
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" Thefe Slams were conftituted over fuch a number of 
churches within a large city, and were then called trecanf 
urbanf and bftanf ; or elfe over the like extent of country 
churchesi and were then ilrictly caUed becanf mralcs. 
And, indeed, the tithing-men in the ilate, and the (Uial 
trtans in the church, had the extent of their jurifdiction 
and the exercife of it fo much alike, that the one could 
he no lefs than a tranfcript of the other. And, there- 
fore, it is farther obfervable, that we meet with no fuch 
ofiSces as lural bcaRS in Italy or Spain ; but, I think, 
only in England, France, and Germany, or thofe northern 
parts, where the like cuilom in civil policy prevailed. 
And as hundreds and tithings kept their name, when 
they bare no longer a ftrict relation to the number of 
villages or people ; fo likewife the lural luanitits conti- 



AluTom 4fiiit. impofed fome lefler penances ; but fnbmitted all Uieir proceeding to the 

II. o^ . abbot or prelate, to whom they were accountable for thor power, and 

the abufes of it. . And in the lar^r bonfes, where the onmbeni amonnted 

Sytad. A^f^' to feveral decariea, the fenior btan had a fpeciai pre^niinence, and had 

pm. cuL as. fomedmes the care of all the others devolved npon him akme. And 

therefore the inftitntion of cHllflll'sl ttanil was certainly owing^ to this 

practice. When in epifcopal fees the tnftiopa difpeifed the body of that 

clergy by affixing them to parochial cures, they referred a collie of 

priefts or fecnlar canons for their connfel and afliflance, and for the con- 

ftant celebration of divine ofGces in the mother or cathedral chnrch; 

where the tenth perfon had an infpectiog and pTcfidiiig' power, till the 

fenior or principal btan fwallowed np tbe office of all the inferior, and in 

fnbordination to the bilhop was head or governor of the whole foaety. 

Hia office, as defcribed in Ae churches of Lichfield and Covmliy and 

St Paul's, was to have authority over all the canons, presbyters, and 

UBiiiA.A%gU- vicars; to give pofleffion to them when iaftitated by the hifhop; to 

Kk S41. 3BS. infpect their difcliarge of the cure of (buls ; to convene chapters, and 

prefide in them ; there to hear and determine proper canfea ; and to vifit 

all churches once in three years within the limita of their jorildictioB. 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



Sbct. IL] Wkamn Kunl (r CnsIaHt.— yacacfifal tJCIngg. 97 

iiued> when they loft their firft alliifion to ten pariflies 
or churches, and the diftrict of them was contracted or 
enlarged at the pleafure of the bifhop '." 

" Though fome btanrfrs do fiill retfun the primitive 
allotment of ten churches, efpecially in Wales, where 
the moft ancient ufages continue in the diocefe of St. 
Aiaph, the ttiattries of Bromfield and Yale, and of Kid- 
wen; in Bangor diocefe, the Seanrfis of Llin and of 
Llivon ; in the diocefe of LandafP, the lueanrg of Ulk ; in 
that of St. David's, the llianis of Emtin, have the pre- 
dfe number of ten pari(h churches. And feveral other 
teanifts, that upon their new divifion were made up of 
two conjoined, or three contracted into two or one, do 
now contain the number of fifteen, twenty, or thirty 
chmrches, according to the divifion fo made. As for 
inftance, the prefent titanx^ of Burcefter is made up of 
thirty-K)ne parifh churches : of which the one church of 
Ambrofden being excepted, as before the Reformation 
being in the luants of Codefdon, the remaining thirty do 
e^cpreflly anfwer the three dillinct tttanties of Curtling- 
ton, Iflip, and Burcefter, of which the two former were 
annexed to the latter." Dr. Whitaker, in his Hijiory of 
RichmondJkire,Yo\. ii. p. 210, notices that the ratal Stanre 
of Kendal coullfts of ten parifhes, and that of Kirkby 



(') " TrAum AngKte Begnum'' fays Dr. Cofin," ratiotu ecdfJu^/Hcie SmiJnglir 
n to junfdacHimit, dimdUar in duos archiepifcopatet provincia9 — Caii' 2^^2oflfca 
luarienjim el Eboraewifem. Uiraque provincia in fva» epybopaU* af.iy. 
ditee^et, Jinguiee propemoSim diace/h, prafertbn ipxee majora funt, 
in arcMdiaeonattit, quam^que quartatn partem <£acefii corUiitentet ; 
bnamxtH]!, quiina prtefiauniur nttaUs Dtcsni aniiquU ut^lftttftSUxit 
tton mul&m di^mUm, et comptedatiei pUnanqae Dtcrm parfecia*, <puu 
concilium Chalcedot\aifi RegumaUi vocal : &C." (Editor.) -^-. i 
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Lonfdale of the fame number : thotigh of the latter, five 
are in Lancafhire, four in Yorkftiire, and one in Weft- 
moreland, p. 276. See alfo Hi/i. of Manchefter, VoL ii. 
B. II. c. IX. p. 381. 

Plaufible as is this theory of the parochial antiquary, 
and true to the extent of atBbrding a fatis&ctory expla- 
nation of the nature of the local jurifdiction, and the 
probable origin of the name of lucan^ applied to the 
tenant of the artSfprtsfteterai office — an application, con- 
feffedly, fynchronizing in its date with the ftate-polity 
alluded to, or immediately fucceeding it' — it ftill ap- 
pears to me to have little or nothing to do with the rife 
of the fpiritual charge itfelf ; which, as identical with 
that of the niral attliiiiesbBtenfifp, is traced to a much 
earlier date than the fecular office of tytbing-man, and 
found where the latter never exifted. Lay influence 
may have modified the form and extent of the ecclefi- 
afiiical jurifdiction, but cannot be faid to have originated 
an office more ancient than its fancied archetype. 
Charge to ih. Accordingly, by Atterbury, when archdeacon of Tot- 
iuft, HDccviii, nefs, the fcheme of Kennett was objected to, as founded 
in error. " It is untrue," fays he, " that the inliitution 
of rural beans was peculiar to Germany, Gaul, Great 
Britain, and the northern parts of Europe ; hut alto- 
gether imknown to Italy, till the time of Cardinal 

Montori^Mi- C) 1^ ^'"^ °^ the inftitution of dvil bmtiiM or l)Ctan{> ia not 
vENLD^mt c^'t^y known ; on die continenl it obtained eulier than among ovr- 
Dedma, Tom. I. felves ; but no where for nearly (n hundred yean after CSuifi. On the 
anthority of Baloaiu, Mnratori places it at die clofe of the fiith cen- 
tniy — " pTMttu, ^t regionem lAvitaH fiihjeciam in cenUnoM et ttcmtat 
dmfiffe crt&tuT, fuit Chlotharius II. Bex Framcorum drdUr Anmm 
CAri/S Dxcv." 
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Borromeo'. The ground of that error was a falfe 
notion entertained by Kennett, that the Sean tural in 
the church anfwered to the tything-man in the (tate, 
and had the lame extent of jurifdiction ; which led him 
to imagine that that portion of a bilhopric, which we 
call a ratal bcanTS, was to be found in no countries but 
where the like civil dillribution into tytbings prevailed. 
I need oppose nothing to this opinion beyond the autho- 
rity of Sir H. Spelman, in that part of bis gloiTary which 
he himfelf printed ; where he tells us, that the mral 
tttantg anfwered (not to the fecular tything, but rather 
and more nearly) to the county hundred. ' Setanattts aioffar. atch. 
dicitur de portione epi/copatiis, centuriajeu kundredo ^.m!*""*"' ' 
comitates refpondenti, ettUtawt oUmfu^ofitd!' " 

Eeiually unfatjsfactory is the hypothefis of the bilhop 
of Peterborough to the accurate and penetrating refearch 
of Mr. Wbitaker, the HUlorian of Manchefter ; who, 
irom his examination of the lieanrUfi of Lancafhire, fhews 
" the folly of the inconfiftent relations, which have been mflory^Mm- 
equaUy adopted as true, — that beanrfcs were made in p.S9S* 
the church in order to correfpond with the tythings, and 



(*) Dr. KenneU and Dr. Atterbury rarely agreed upon anjr fubject 
But I beliere tbe latter is bere li^t the facts of billory are certunly 
againft tbe hypolheris of the bUhop of Peterborongb. We have found 
many inAances of this facerdotal dignity in Italy and Spun, in the courTe 
of oar inqniry : and, if the cafe were otherwife, tbe non-occorrence of 
the office ^n Italy at leall) would be readily accotuted for in tbe reafim 
alleged by TbomafliD, (for be feenu to agree with Kennett, aa to there F.itN.E.D. 
bong no fndi c^cktb in Italy) viz. tbe fmaUnefi of Italian bishopries, L^m'c Tixvi 
and confeqoent needleBsefs of fnbontinate Bttimal jnrifdictions. Bot, p- 7(M- m. 
in troth, ntftpcicMl or ttms were of eai4y inftitulion in Italy, though 
not exactly on die fame footing a* they were fubfeqneatly placed by tlte 
refbnning archbilhop of Milan. C' (^ n O | P 
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to agree with the hundreds in the Hate. The uniformity 
of the ecclefiaflical and civil tything is afTerted by Biihop 
Kennett. The famenefs of the beani^ and the hundred 
is affirmed by Dr. Warner. And both accounts are 
equally adopted by Dr. Bum in his Ecclefiajiical Law, 

But they are as wrong as they are contradictory." 

" This ftrange miftake," continues Whitaker, *' has fo 
far influenced Bifhop Kennett, that falfely fuppoOng the 
tythings of the ftate to have been inftituted by Alfred, 
and obliged not to make the copy more' ancient than 
the original, he therefore dates the ecclefiaitical tything 
below the age of Alfred, and aflerts the latter to have 
been in no kingdom that had not the former; when 
the latter was confefTedly in Wales, and actually in Ire- 
land, Hungary, Bohemia, and Poland, where the former 
never was." 

What, then, after all this hypothefis, contradiction, 
and uncertainty, may we aiTume to have been the true 
reafons of the firft rife and inliitution of this office in 
England ? 
Hc^n, There were many things, the Biftiops StiUingfleet and 
!*.'_, ^ Atterbury, with great probability, conjecture, which con- 
tributed to letting the archdeacons, and BtcfipttsbsleTS or 
total treans, into a part of the ecclefialtical jurifdiction*; 



(') The caufea that origtiutted Um brmi't arc^ie^^ in the Eaflem 
cbarch of Afia Minor, as aifigned by Boehmer, are worth notion^ — 
" {Cur periodeul/e tn/eiAift.) §xxni. Hoefacuio, xiar^ int^iinu tnalit 
P^jtaiit.Lin. fiotabili, q^cium )>edotltutanim m qvibuJSam ecclejiu dtmiun ittvalmt, 
Tom, III. p. S7S- turn quod epifcojA primarii propter quotidiana cumAriaToi td^fyiu 
.-- >. certamina, feri h /<diciiudint debUd vi/Uandi ecclefia* atiocamtfur, «t 
fynodU Mnc inde comocoHi inUreffe, ab eccUfid fud abf^ jvbertntur ; 
turn etiam quod quorundam provincia fiu diac^ jam latSu exUi^ 
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and thefe were, " the laying alide the tilortpisco)r{ in the Le<^'iJ^iy<>n 
Weilem parts," (of which fo much has been already •i>v, p-'- ' 
laid), " as taking too much upon them" — and the pub- 
lic fervices to which the biftiops, as the king's barons, 
were obliged under the Norman govemmetit. This 
preflure of fecular buiinefs, added to attendance at all 
ecclefiaftical fynods, occafioned' temporary delegations 
of the whole epifcopal jurifdiction to fome officers, and 
of certain parts of it to others, erected for this purpofe, 
from whom the bifhops preferred a right of appeal ; — 
there being, in the words of Jeremy Taylor, " no canon, Epi/mr^ 4f- 
or perfonal declamatory claufe, againll a bilhop giving wgrki<,voLvii. 
more or lefe of his jurifdiction by way of delegation." '' 
Nay, we may go fiorther; and fay, with Mr. Johnfon, Pre&cetoroA- 
tbat in the codes of the primitive and univerial church, "^' '' 
examples occur of every kind of fpiritual authority, 
exercifed by bilhops principally, being, on occafions, de- 
legated to presbyters, except that of ordination alone. 
See Capitul. Regis Carolomanni {A.D. dccclxxxiii.) cap. 7. 
apud Thomafs. V. et N. E. D. Tom. i. P. ir. L. i. c. v. 
p. 225. 11. 

From the conjectures of the cited bifhops of Wor- 

e^H, cuiJoUut ep^copi v^itatio annalU haudji^iciebaf. Hdc de cauid 
kmie partem munerU Jut, quod v^itatione fiequentiffimd explicatidum 
trot, mcariit quibuJUam cortcrtdidenait, ifui a mitu epj/coporum depen~ 
debant, omnia ad epyboptim refsrebant, et anetoritate epi/bopi per due- 

(') "It is probable," fays Lord Bacoa (romewhat oat of temper, SII'j '"****"■ 
feeming'ly, with tbele delegations of the hierarchy), " that bifhopa when ciuirek, Woita, 
they gave Aemfelves too mnch to the glory of the world, and became ^"^ "■ P' "*■ 
grandee* in tdogdoma, and great coanselloTS to princes, then did they 
M^ate their proper jnrifdictioni, as thinga of too inferior a natnre for 
their greatnefs 4c." 
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cefler and Rochelter, again. Dr. Inett in part diflents, 
ftardng a fupplemental hypothefls of his own, by no 
^vbi^I?"' "*s8Jis unreafonable. — " The reparation of the eccle- 
wSiJi'i ^Si fiscal and civil courts', and fetting up the conilftory," 
iitxx»r. remarks the author of the Origines, " made it neceflary 
to change the forms and circumftances of eccIefiafUcal 
proceedings, to introduce fuch new officers as were 
needful to convene and cite the parties concerned to 
attend the procels, and to execute the fentence; and 
that, the better to fuit the conduct of church afiairs to 
thofe of the Itate, and make this new eftablifhment to 
anfwer the ancient diviiion of the kingdom into counties 
and hundreds, the bifliops of England did, about the 
year hlxxxv, divide their diocefes into archdeaconries 
and Ueaniics, and, to fit theirs to the branches of the 
civil authority, took the archdeacons, the ttiban, and 
ratal Ircans, into a fhare of their jurifdiction, and fitted 

<*) Tbifl fepiintion whs made b; William L Bat belbra that period, 
and, it may be, from the firft introduction of Cluillianity, the bilhop, 
both in E^land and elfewbere, had a feparate conrt for matten pnrely 
fpiritnal, diftinct from the fecular conits. Una ia Ihewn by the t«Dth 
CC-M.B.tiH. tmfwer of 7%e Dialogue qfEcgbert M.D. Dccxxxrv.), in Wilkina; by 
m BM^"' 21ieE(«Z^Ml/BcZaic»o^HoelDdB,L.ii.c. XXVIII. (^.D. dccocxlhi.); 
and, by the feventh of King Edgar's Canont (J.D. dccccix.). Indeed, 
from die lattet may be inferred the exlftence. in the tenth centory, of a 
fnbordlnate ecdeTiaftical conrt inrefled with a delegate power from the 
Inlhop, the final referee of appeal. "DoMmuf eSam," fays Ei^ar'a 
canon, " vt nullum mgofium, quod inter Jiuxrdotet eji, d^erant ad judi- 
cium fteculare, fid compliant ac pacificeta iUud proprU illommfoeii, 
vd trarufertmt ad epifcopum, fi oput fuerit : " — which may be conli- 
Stt JatufoD'a dered as preparing the way for the " Ji0itia Epifeopi," tfae jnt^ de- 
^^t^' P"**** **y *'" biftop, or the biftiop'a fpiritnal law, the " ^taOM,*," or 
" iniiilian ipliKOjpi, cum clarieitfuit," of Edward the Confeflbr'a laws, Ibe 
fuperiniendant OT the rural clergy in ttwytn aflembled. ^ 
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their titles to, or rather borrowed them from, the 
diltrict they affigned them ; and that hence it came to 
pais, that the archdeacons, whofe courts were to anfwer 
thofe of the coimty, had ufually the county for their 
diftrict, and their titles from the diftrict in which they 
acted : and the names of tutal beantUx seem to be taken 
from the hundreds, and were, and generally are, the 
fiune to this day." 

It is not unlikely, Dr. Inett allows, that the perfonal 
fervices of the biibops, as barons, might have fome inilu- 
ence upon this affair in England. " But whatever effects oHg**" a- 
the laying afide bfllan hta^ops may have had in other ci>v->i>'ii>'i- 
weftem nations, there is no vifible reafon to believe that 
it had any influence on the Englifli church ; for that 
church was not founded till the inconvenience of the 
authority exercifed by the t&OTepfscopf was become vifible, 
and provided againft by the canons of the Cbrifbian 
church ; and that office was never received in England 
till after the Norman conqueft* ; axii then the introducing 



(') And yet Bilhop Lloyd of St. Afaph obfefrei, in hia notice of Pfttrlck'f AuBlftorieal 
oonverHon of the Iriih nation, his ordination of tiurtj bifhops, and a^S^xtni- 
Nennioi's tale (fee Scriptorea xt. p. 113. cap. lit.), whereby they lire hhhi^civ. 
increafed to three bandied and fixty-five &c., that " peihapa the meaning ^ 
might be, that befide tiiofe thirty bUhops nAidi Patrick ordsuted for the 
bilhops' fees, lie alio orduned as many MffragsH as there were twal 
timxbt$, in each of which there were agbt or nine parifti.^Tiefia, taking 
one Bmits with another, tf SL Patrick wonld fo &r conlblt die eafe of 
the biihopa, or the people's conTenienee, he mi^ do it withoot altering 
the fpedea of the charch-gorenunent'' Bat on Ifae tmtii of this tale of ' 
SL Patrick, yee Dr. Maniice's doubts in Ida Defenee of DuK^an Epifoo- 
paey in anfwsr to Clarkfon, pp. 153, feqq. ; alfo Ledwich'a AviiquitUi of 
Ireland, pp. S2,S3. and JamieTon's Jcoouni oflheAncietU CWdaet ^ 
lona, pp. 335, feqq. And althoogh Holiafhed fays of the office of "the 
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the authority of iwal Seans', was fo far from having its 
beginning from the ceafmg of the oflSce of snffaflBtiS to 
diocefan bilhops, that, in all probability, the general 
fettlement of BtciiprcsbgUrs, or ratal btans, and suffiagan 
bfsftops in England, were ufeges derived from the fame 
original and much of the fame date, and had their be- 
ginning from the feparation of the ecclefiaftical from the 

Tht Dtliripiilm MttltlKall ttsnt," that it waa " a calling not knowne in En^and before 
t.^cTniss **•« conqueft ;" yet both the chronider and the satbor of the OrigineB 
are, probably, miftaken. Of ibe exiflence of the tattlt&tal tTtXM before 
the conqneft there can be no doubt. And &e following paOa^ from 
Mabillon's BenedkUne AtmaU makes the tfloiCpiflcapat inltitution more 
ancient in onr illuid than has been generally fnppofed. " AToR longe h 
loco vbi futit SaTicti Pelri^ monafitrium extra doUatem CmUuarite, tn 
parU itidem orimiali, exjlabat vetMU Sancti MarUm eccUJia, uhi Auptf- 
timufidemJuamptvaiSu^erat. TjHc epi/coput, twriiif ^itfiiWfMt, 
ii^tiiulut fuit, qm vicet arcMepi/bopi abJeTiiu in omnSnu gerebai, et 
monachot fbi ex majori eccUJid, monachtu ipfi, in ol(/equium a/^undiat 
Idem Jblemmtatei in fide metropol\tan& ceUhrare filUtu, archidiaconi 
eUam Qj^Edum agehat, eUrieoi arckiepifcopojuhjecto* Gorripinu et enun- 
dant : cum prior fiu tttaimf majoru ecclefia eoi, 7111 in eccleJoM Jibi 
fiihdiiu degAant, corrigerei." AnntUet BeneiScHni, lib. x. sn. Tom. i. 
p. 874. 8m alfo AOa Baudict. fiecul vi. Pan 11. p. 656. note (a), 
from Oerrafins Dorobenuenlis ta Actu Port^cian Caatuar. cap. de 
E^gelnotho, and Battely's CaiUuaria Sacra, Pars iii. pp. 131, feqq. Oer- 
vaTefayBithat "/ormer/y the archbilhop of CBnterbnry had a c||«npi<m- 
fWi, who leAded in the chnrch of St. Martin without Canterbnry, wboft 
o£Gce npon the coming in of Lanfranc was aboliJbed, as we hear it was 
done in all parts of the earth." Decern Scnptor. coL 16&0. As Lan- 
franc came into Ekigland with William I., it is clear, the c^ottytMOj^ 
oflfee was of earlier date than the conqoefi. Lanfranc reAifed to con< 
fecrate any more bUhopa of St. Martin on acconat of their fcandaloas 
poverty. See Brit. Magai. Vol. 11. p. 345. 

(') Bfuiff raial exerdfed jnrifdiction in Normandy before the Dnke 
of Xonnandy became king of England. Se« Concilia Botomageii/it 
Prooincia, Part i. 
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civil courts, and the variety of caufes occafloned by the 
fubtilties of the canonifts, and the prevailing power of 
the clergy, which drew fo much bufinefs into their hands, 
as made it impoffible for the bilhops to attend all the 
parts of the ecclefialUcal jurifdiction. And, though fome 
advances were made towards this change, in the latter 
end of the eleventh, and in the beginning of the twelfth 
century, yet. It feems probable, it was never generally 
fettled in England, till the latter end of the thuteenth, 
or the beginning of the fourteenth." 

"At leall thus much is evident, that whereas neitiier 
the name nor the office of the saffragan bishops are to 
be found in the canons or hiftories of the Englifh church 
before the conquefi, and but very Uttle of them for 
above an age after ; from the latter end of the thirteenth 
and the fourteenth century, down to the Reformation, 
our hiftories are everywhere fall with their names and 
offices : and there is fcarce a regifiry in any biffiop's 
office, that does not afford us light enough to afcertain 
the names imd the powers of their refpective aoffiafian 
bishops ' and lutal beans." 

'* But whenever archdeacons and tutal Stans were 

(') Dr. Pegge, who dirdng^nies between ttwnp(9ra)pi and biniope in LititrtaDm- 
parlHnu m/idelium, faya the latter conunenced abont A.D. hcccxxv, '^L^'g^, 
and were inltitnted to affill archbilhopa and bilhops in large diocefea, and I?°i*^"i'^ - 
to perform all prelatical duties in exempt monafteries. The dioceTan Crwma;p.3C. 
biOiops, either for thdr own eafe, or becaufe of their neceflary abfence in 
embalBes, or attendance at court &c, procured them to be confecmted, 
to relide in their decMl. And the monalteries did the fame, making Tome 
of thdr own order bilhops by the ud of the Pope, and thereby keeping 
aloof from the jurifiUction of the diocefan. See A Lifi^ of tht J^nffragsn 
1Mi4mp« tn Bn^and, bj the Rev. H. MThartcm, in Fegge'a Account of ' 
jiiddagan*, pp. 39, feqq. 
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£fif/itp.6«. introduced/' he elfewhere adds, " we certainly do not 
hear much of them till the ufurpations of the biihops of 
Rome gave r^utation to the canon Iaw> and brought 
every thing into the con0ftory, that either was really, or 
could be pretended to be, fit for the cogniiance of the 
church." 

mf/sJ}." With all refpect to Dr. Inett, I fubjoin the fiict, that, 
at the firfi adoption of the bean laral in Ireland {AD. 
HCLii.), it is expreflly ftated that he fucceeded the tj&ot- 
tpfscopus: — the bfllan pttUttx and fuch as occupied 
fmaller fees being removed, the churches, which had 
previoufly been the feats of the prelacies, were made 
the capitals of Uanxlti, and aTc{i|>i;[est8 inftituted in them 
by the bifhop in lieu of tliartptotopL 

In the twelfth century, the fubfcriptions of ntral beans 
to documents »e by no means uncommon. Among 
the atteliadons of fome ancient charters connected with 

Hyi cfcrotttn, the trtanto of Craven in Yorklhire, Dr. Wbitaker noticefl, 

p,48l. Edit-S. . , ■* ~ J, , 

m the year mclxxxvi, a bean of Craven who was rector 
of Amcliffe ; and, about half a century earlier, the fame 
rural dignity and title, enjoyed by a rector of KettlewelL 

Hia.qfN«fia, A mral bran of Thetford in Norfolk is recorded by Mr. 

TsHo^t^qpet. Blomfield in the year hclxzv. But thefe are dates of 
yefterday, in comparifon with that aiOgned to the pri- 
mary becanal inftitution of the north of England by the 

iSft?'^"^ Hilloriaa of Manchefter : — " Greatly is the learned Bilhop 

p^i' Kennett miftafcen," fays the Fellow of Corpus ChiilU 

College, " in fuppofing the office of the archdeacon to 
have been lefs ancient than that of the bean. The one 
was juft as ancient as the other. As greatly miflaken 
' is he, in his attempt to magnify the antiquity of mtal 
beans ; when, unfaithhd to his own defign, he dates the 
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commencement of them fome time fubfequent to the 
reign of Alfired. And his antagonilt, Mr. Johnfon, has 
wandered ftill farther from the truth, in his contrary 
defign to lower their antiquity, when he reduces it even 
to the eleventh or twellth century. The luial tttan 
was conitituted at the lame time with the parifh prieft: 
and Lancafliire was partitioned into beanrrUx very early 
in the feventh century." 

The latter afleverations, be it remembered, fiand 
prooflefe in the hiftorical references of the antiquarian : sj^d. p.s»s. 
and glad as we Ihould be to difcover, there or elfewhere, 
evidence of the facts aflerted, we cannot but doubt, in 
the abfence of fuch, the exigence of lita'ns ratal in Eng- 
land at the period alluded to. 

The archdeacon, in my humble opinion, claims a 
higher antiquity here, than the ati&prtJtftstei: ratal. The 
latter spears not till the eleventh, or, at the very 
earlieft, the tenth century, — fuppofing, that is, with 
Brewfter, the ptatfectus epfscopf of Edgar to be the bean ccM.B.ttH. 
ratal {fee p^e 92). Whereas archdeacons had exiftence ^"^''p '"'• 
long before ; though the fort of jurifdiction they eser- 
cifed be problematical. By the one hundred and feventh 
canon of the Excerptions of Ecgbert (called A.D. dccl.), 
they are charged to fee that prifonershave relaxation on 
Sundays. But, this being an Orleans canon (A.D. dl.), 
and -added to the Excerpta we know not when, may be 
objected to as evidence. Not fo the great council of Bac- 
canceld, under Cynewulf, king of WeiTex {A.D. Dccxcvni), j^^p-in: 
where an archdeacon (Wilfredus) is the laft of the 
fitbfcribers. Mr. Somner notices feven archdeacons of dj^^«^*^ 
Canterbury in the ninth century : and, from the Laws of colb-hh. 
the Northumbrian pri^s, it is evident that the ofBice '*!j' 
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was then (A.D. dccccl) one of importance ; during the 
whole of which period we have no traces of the ratal 
bran's existence in our ifland. 
^caTom.vi. On thg continent, it is true, in the Gallican church, 
J.D. DLSTii. there are much earlier notices than with us : but no 
where, I believe, antecedent to archdeacons. See Bing- 
ham's Ecclef. ArUiq. B. ii. c. xxi. ; Atterbury's Rights and 
Powers &c. pp. 321, 322. ; atjd Brett's Church Gffoem- 
men/antf Gofemourf, cap, IX. pp.l80,feqq.; and, on the 
other fide of the queftion, whereby the antiquity of the 
archidiaconal jurifdiction is reduced below the conqueft. 
See Nicholfon's Preface to the Scottijh Hifiorical Li- 
brat^, pp. XXI, feqq., who doubts the authenticity of the 
fignature of Wilirid above referred to, and affirms the 
Northumbrian canons to be "yotinger ihan they feem 
to be, and borrowed from abroad ; being only drefled up 
(^ la mode d'Anglois) with Saxon penalties and mulcts." 
SaMAH^ The learned archdeacon of Carlifle is decidedly oppofed 
pnfhn.ji.zxii. to Atterbury's llatements in his Rights and Pffwers &c., 
voLufAt"! and roundly afferts, "that no archdeacon ever exercifed 
any jurifdiction in England till fome time after the con- 
queft ; that is, till the canon-law was eftabhfhed here :" 
— in which opinion, he is fupported by Bifhop Stilling- 
fleet But the antiquity of this office is not the object 
of our inquiry. See BiJliop Gibfon's Codex I. E. A. 
Vol. II. Tit. xLn. cap. viii. p. 969, of Archdeacons, andAlr. 
Nelfon's Companion/or tfte Fejiwals and Fafts, p. 387. 
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PART in. 

IStt Xlectfon anil Instftutfon of 9eans IfttiTal. 

SECTION L 

The Right of Election. 

proceed to a moft important diriflon of our Sa PtUdIi'i 
fubject — the authority by which ratal beans *c p. s. 




' are conltituted in the church — to 'whom do 
i they owe their primary inftitution ? — Upon 
this queftion their titular diltinctions in ancient councils, 
capitularies &c., will throw fome light, as &r as the ufage 
of the Weftem church is concerned ; while, in refpect of 
the Eait, it has been ag^n and again Itated, that the BtrmM sg- 
inftitution to the primary c^onpfstopal, and to the fe- Ann ' """' 



1 biihop. The ttOTtfiitafi, at firft, and the petio- 
tratac, afterwards, were appointed by the prelates to 
whom they were ancillary — the latter deputies being 
the iKBiis tarat of the Eaflem church. Nor did the cafe, 
effentially, differ in the Weft. Sharers, from their firft 
eftabUlhment, in the adminiftration of eccleiiafbic jurif- 
diction and difcipline, their names in the Latin church 
point out their minifterial relation to the bilhop, as the ' 
perfoD from whom their delegated powers originally 
emanated. 
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jAcc.ToBi.ix. On meeting with the defignations — " Epyboporim 
wuuni LL. mmijierii o^'«torei"(capit.iii.Ludov.Pii,.<4.D.Dcccxxviii.) 
^p-wt!" — " Epi/coporum miniftri" (Concil. Aqui%ran. ii. c. iv. 
cc.if.fl.ri«. ^,D. Dcccsxxvi.) — " Minifter," " Sacerdos," " Bccanus 
Epifcopi " {LL. Edward. AD. mlii.) — " 9ttBnf vel attif- 
fxtibsitni ad agendas vices epifcoporum" (ConciL Turon. 
can. VII. A.D. mclxiii.) — ** 3tcanf conjiituti fvb epifcopis " 
(Concil. Londin. A.D. jicc.) &c. Ac, in reference to ratal 
beans or arcj&ptUsts, we cannot hefltate to connect their 
sooihn'i B«A appointment and employment with the bilhop. Still it 
yiiLr.c.Ti.p.84. appears, from the earlieft records of the office that have 
come down to us, in the Weft, that thefe fiinctionaries 
were originally ch(ifcn by their own clergy, fubject to 
the bilhop's approval, and were only indebted to the 
latter for their cor^rmation — an act which he might 
execute or not, at his own pleafure. And when their 
inftitution had been ratified by the diocefan, they could 
not fubfequently be difplaced by him, according to the 
feventh canon of the fecond council of Tours (^A.D. 
DLxvii.), without the joint confent of the electors. Such, 
Dr. Field ^rt. at Icaft, IS thc Dean of Gloucefter's interpretation of the 
ss.cc.tom.y\. canon, " Ut epifcopus nee abbatem, jiec aniifpttsbsterani, 
«i.s3«. - j^j^ ontnium fuorum compretbyterorum et abbatum con- 
^lio, de iocofuoprafumat ^tcere, negue per preEmia aUtan 
ordmare, mji facto concilto tarn abbatum qu^ prasbyte- 
rorum Juorum, quern culpa aut negligentia ^kit, dim 
omnium presbyterorum con/ilio refutetur; " and he ex- 
tends it to our rural functionaries. See alfo can. xi. (ex 
fynod. incerti hci A.D. dcxvi.) SS. CC. Tom. vi. col. 1395.' 

(') Ttus canon alfo inhibits the appointment of BrtIlpT<n(M})ef'prAn»t 
(rimoniacally) both fpiritnsl and laical : — for femetinM* it feenu the latter 
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How long fuch a power of electing and continuing 
actfi^TUsn in office remained with vican or rural pres- 
byters is unknown ; — ^probdiily, for no long period : 
though the privilege of recommending to the bifliop, 
and, in fome places, even of nominating perfons eligible 
to the duty, has been permanently exercifed by them. 
Be that, however, as it may, it is quite clear, on the 
authority of Ifldore, that about the year ocxxxiii of 
Chrili, die atcH^nsIistetBl office of the countrs was elec- 
tive; the electors being, by delegation, the archdeacon, 
clergy, and people : " Si in plebibus ait&fpTCSfosUcf obi- Dtcni. p.i. 
erint, out pro aUquo reatu exinde ^ecti Juerint, orchidia- cxi. 
conus (fpeciali auctorUate epijcopi — wi/J hoc habeat de 
confuetuditie pr/^/criptd, gloff.) quantd ociiis pn^t/catur 
iU^, et cum clericis, et populis (al. prethyteris, in marg.) 
^us plebis eJectionem /aciai ; guaten^s dignus pajior 
domtd DEI con/iituatur; etdum ordinatta-, ejus providentid 
^a plebs cufiodiatttr." And the fame may be inferred 

were iuftitated : — " Ut aibatei, wl arttliprctfbsttti, aifgue ctdpd de eccU- SS.CC. Tom. vi. 
Jiq/Hco ma^fierio removeri turn deheavt : nee per priBtma nvUti* ahbat "*■ "**' 
orf atcltliptntbGtn ponantar. Quod ft quit facere prtefumpferii, com- 
mtanone prteetuT. JVecy<BcufarM antjfflflAutttijfononfttr. Fotfttanji 
tali^fuerU, quem pro merito petfona infolatium eoolejla pontifex necef- 
fanam tffe jwScet, vi fine gvt defeafione paneaaiii iili fe defettfare 
nan pt^j^nL" But laical arcKlpKB^sttrfl are forbiddea by the aineteenth 
canon of the council of Rheima before ated (.A.I). dcicsi.) — " TJt in ss.CC.Tota.vi. 
porocJUu TtuUui laieorum Btdtlfptt#i>Ster jn-«pi»iator: fed quifenior in '" 
^afi* rjfe dehet, ckficut ordmehtr." Aaifee alio can. xvi. (ne bttanstuf 
nunltV pro preUo eca^erantur) of the Cotmcil of Rouen (A.Ti. vcciir.) 
— ** JiuUbetntM ne fttcaiutuf niiBlitf ad temptt* vel in perpetuum pro CmuSia Unto- 
peamid vd aliquo preUo conferantur alicui, fumtjlattitum ^ m cond- ^^cSput i. 
Int lAUeranaifi et Turonof/i: etx qui contra Hoc venerint decernerUet, p-113. 
praler pcentu in cotkUHi comprehenfa*, juxta prteltUontm arbUrium, 
graoi ptend purtiendm." And can. ixiv. <^.D. hccxxxi.) p.lS& 
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from the council of Cifalpine bifhops, held for the fet- 
tlement of ecclefialtic difcipUne, at Pavia(AZ>. dccclv.); 
which admits the people as co-electors — (imlefe " elec- 
tionis cojifortium" mean no more than the prefence of 
the people for fufirage of pubUc teflimony, and not of 
formal choice)— and, like the council of Tours before 
cited, difallows the difplacement of atiliprfeflts by the 
bifliop, after inftitution, except for criminahty, or ill-ufege 
of the churches under their adminiftration — a curious 
exemplification of which is afforded in the concluiion 
SS.CC. Tom. IX. of fhe following extract ; " Sank remvoenda guorundam 
"* laicorum procaciias, qui hoc Jolo obtentu, qudd ad ela:- 

tionis confbrtium admittuntur, atclifjHrtsfistnte Jids domi- 
nari pne/iimunt : et quos tanquhm patres venerari de- 
huerunt, velut Jubditoi contemnunt. Hi igitur intra 
proprii Juris terminoa Junt redigendi, et Ji exlraordirui' 
riam dominationem in ecclejiis exercere pree/ump/crint, 
regid funt difciplind coercendi. Ipji verd qui ad guber- 
nandas plebes legitime provecti Jiint, nuUatenus d Juis 
epi/copi$ repellanlur, nifi aut in alictffui criminis reatum 
inciderint, aut eq/Hem plebes malk tractaverint, Tollenda 
eji enim prava ommno confiietudo, qu<£ in quibufdam locis 
oriri coepit : quia nonnuUi attHfttib^ttxi vel aUorttm titu- 
lorum cujiodes, Jruges, vel aliarum ecclefianaa reditus, 
ad proprias domos abducunt. Quidam vera aliorum pof- 
Jeffiones conducunt, ut in eis qua ab ecclejiis fuis malhjitb 
traxerunt recondant, &c." 

Such authority of election, exercifed by thefe parties, 
was, probably in all cafes, by fpecial permiffion of the 
bilhop ; as it is, wherefoever prevalent with the clei^ 
of the prefent day ; the diocefan poffelTmg a clear nega- 
tive on the election in the privilege of confirming or 
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fuperfeding it. And to the fame concefGon, originally, oibfon-. c**-* 
maybe alBgned the elective character of the urban or tu.xlii.<4p.' 
tattirtral Sean ; who, at his firft iniUtution, was nomi- ""' '' 
nated out of the college of presbyters by the bifliop 
aloDe, as his vicarious fuperintendant in the epifcopal 
church ; but fubfequently became independent of the 
biftiop, as &T as election went, and only beholden to 
him for a ratification of the chapter's nomination. . By 
which early grant, the urban aitbprfist's appointment was 
loft, in perpetuity to the diocefan : — not fo, however, the 
Irtan ntral's ; which, if at any time furrendered to an 
inferior conflituency, was generally again recovered at 
the will, and exercifed at the difcretion, of the bifhop, 
with or without archidiaconal, clerical, uid popular 
interference, at his perfonal choice, he having dejure 
" ^ejolejhip of election ; " although, in modem days, we 
have heard of archdeacons prefcribmg againft their 
bifhop in the exercife of this branch of his authority. 

Of the parochial laity, as joint electors, we hear 
nothing after this date ; nor is it probable that fuch a 
power, feeing, in the fore-cited Parian council, the abufe 
to which it was liable, was long entrufted to their hands. 
But archdeacons, having grown up to a permanent 
participation of other epifcopal duties, feem to have 
continued thence forward (viz. from the days of Ifldore) 
(harers alfo — by ^/u^?^dnc£, I Ihould fay, rather than 
right of office (for how could any archdeacon pre/cribe 
againfi his biihop) — in the appointment of ntral btans in 
many diocefes. For which intervention, more or lefs 
at ail times dependent on cuftom, an early fanction is 
alleged in the thirteenth canon of Hincmar's Capitula, 
addrefled to his archdeacons Guntar and Odelhard, 
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(^A.D. DCCCLXxviii.) ; wherein the archbifhop enjoins the 
latter oflBcera to proceed to the election of Bians with 
due confideration, and to conltitute them condiHonaUy 
in cafe of his abfence, — referving to himlelf the power of 
cor^rmation or derivation, as he might deem expedient, 
HinciMriaww, on being made acqu^nted with their choice. *' Si tittavxa 

Tom-I. p 738. n . n . , 

ss.cc.Tim.x. m imnijterto veftro, fays he, ** aut neghgens, aut muttua 
et incorrigibiUs fiterit, vel aliquis eorum obierit, non 
incon/iderati ttitantim eligite. Et fi ego in propinquo 
Jum, ad me illam electionem referte. Et Ji ego in lon- 
^nquo Jum,tittB.rmm ilium qui electus eft interim conftt- 
tuite, donee ad meam noUtiam electio ilia r^feratur, ut 
med cori/iitutione aut cotyirmetur, aut immutetur." 
ArnoipbiLno- A letter of Amulph, bifhop of LiHeux, gives the arch- 
E^fuiiiu. deacon the right of prefenting the atcfipriiKt to the 
biihop, who had the power of refufmg him inftitution, if 
he thoiight him miworthy of the ofBce : but, at the fame 
time, he could not proceed, againft the will of the arch- 
deacon, to a fecond inftitution ; " cOtn et in arckidiaconatu 
Juo aUus quodammodo archidiaconus arniq/catur.'' 

Nor was the bilhop's refervation of a wto upon the 
election lefs marked, in cafes where the clergy enjoyed, 
by cufiom or conftitution, a delegated power of choice. 
Witnefs in the church of Ferrara : where, though the 
" conjiitutiones" of the " parochi" of that ftate, con- 
firmed by the bifliop {A.D. mcclxxviii.), give to the 
fubject " eapellani" of the " parockia" the privilege of 
electing their own art^fpTtsIijitcr, or, as he is denominated 
'f-^^^M in the glofs of Muratori, " taput congrcsatfonfs pant^ocam," 
TOII1.TI. Ml. (provided, that is, they made their choice within fifteen 
days from the date of a vacancy by death) ; yet the 
ftatutes referve to the diocefan a veto on tnrefentation. 

i Coogk- 
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And, fuppofing the parochial incumbents, here called 
ctq>el]anes> not to comply with the iuftnictions pafTed 
" pro JUa congregationis regimine," in this particular, 
the elective capacity devolved on the bifliop — " quum 
at^iftt%bptt viam camis ingrej/usfuerit imiverfa, capel- 
Itmi injra qumdecim dies proximos futuros ardifptesbgUti 
electionem facere teneantur, ipjam electionem cor^rman- 
dam aut infirmandam nojiro domino Ferrarienfi ^ifcopo 
pr^/enlantes: aHoquin preefata electio ad ipfum dominum 
Cj^copum devohat." 

So great, however, was the afcendency tuid influence 
which archdeacons had attained in thefe ^^pointments 
in the twelfth century, and fo fubordinate the Iretanal to 
the archidiaconal functions, that in a canon of the great 
Ltttena council (^Z>. mclxkix.) under Alexander III., a».cGTo«. 
r^^Iative of the vifitatorial expenfes of tutsl tfeatis and can. iv. 
higher dignitaries, the former are fpecifically denominated, 
from their fubjection, " brcanf conjiitati Jub archidia- 
conis :" — which fubjection is repeated and made abfolute 
by the decretal epijlle of Pope Innocent III. (A.D. f^^!^- 
rnxs-vr.) — " g(iclifpresii5terf, qid i pluribus Btcanf nuncu- ^J^'i 
panlttr, (that is, ratal btans, Jbr titans of latftibral ciutc^cs cwvt A- 
zKre never Ju^ect to archdeacons — Dr. Brett) orchidia' <»p.tiiiVi8J. 
coni ^juryUktioniJe noverintjulgacere : and, yet farther, 

(') " Staimmui et prttap'umu quod oaaus pre^leri et tKtanf ss. CC.Tom. 
nitmlrt obediojit arcMdiaconU Jiiit in amt^nu Uaiii et hott^Ht, eorum ^"- "^ '"*' 
jura et ftoftra ohfirvent et faeiant obfervari. xiv. i. Statuia fynodaiia 
etxUfim LeoJia^t," A.D. mcclxxxvii. 

" OrdiitaUo vieof^itK deVytytoa evjut eccPia a/ppnpriatur ahbatia de W. K.gNl.inib. 
Tewkeabnry, mcccci- — Item dict\u viearwi et Jaccefforet Jiii inoemmt p.^i," '"* 
et uAiMunt unum tucanvm tntaltm ad deferviend. Ordirumu lod tn 
llccnutll de Powiett quoUens kujujmodi omit ad dictam eccCiam juxla 
eoij/ketwSnem d'eH brtaiurtutf evenire contigerU." Keg. OtrlL OoOqIc 

^2 "3'=^^^:' ■ ^ 
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confirmed by the reply to the queftion, " Utntm becanf 
rotates, qui pro tempore Jiatuuntur, ad numdatum tuum 
foUtm, vel archidiaconi, vel etiam utritffque, mjlihd de- 
beantvel dejiitui, Ji Juerint amovendi" ? — To which the 
papal anfwer is: — *' Ad hoc brevitir rejpondemust qudd 
cum ab omnibus, quod omnes tangit, approbari debeat; 
et cum commune eorian {i.e. of the biihop and arch- 
deacon) ttecBltns qfficium exerceat ,• communitSr ^ eli- 
gendus, vel etiam amovendus." 
^M^M^^ Though equally an ordinary, equally a prelate, with 
voi.ii. B.IU the archdeacon and biihop, the btan lutal of England, as 
p. 383. ^ell as the continent, was fubordinate and nunifterial to 

both — ^being early and repeatedly called the bean of the 
archdeacon and biihop. Wherefore the doctrine of the 
Roman refcript is transferred by the biihop of St. David's 
Pr«*ic«&, to his Provinciate: " Dicit Inaocentius," obferves Lynd- 
wood in bis commentary in v. tKcani nttales, " quddfunt 
perfona kabentes guadam officia communitir /pectantia 
ad epifcopum et arckidiaconum, et ided communitir eorum 
receptio et amotio pertinet ad utrumque:" — in another 
Ki.Titii.;j: place he calls them "liecanf temporales ad aliquod miru- 
tfliti. Jierium JiA epybopo vel archidxacono (al. archkpifcopo) 

L.m.T.xwi. exercendum cor^ftituH:" — in a thurd, " jw ^«6 archidia- 
Ui'-TU-ii-jto. cono quandoque certttm minijimum habent:" — in a fourth, 
w™*"***' « vkarU cp^coporum et archidiaconorum (al. archiepifco- 
L.11.T. L«j. porum):" — in a fifth, " mini^ri t&m ^nfcoporum, qudd 
"" ' archidiaconorumt {non tamen aliorttm ordinariorwn)." 
And to the fame purpofe fpeaks the gloflary of John de 
co»jt. d™. Athon on the Legatine conjlitutions of Otho : — " Xcta- 
aiKToiii.yi.faii. natuB roralM, et per confequens trecaitf ibi, praf^ti furU 
>o™»,p.io. ipforum archidiaconorum; Jed certh falvd confuetudine 
locorum t^m prafici debent Becanf taleSf ^udm etiam 
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amoveri, per epifcopum et per archidiaconum JtmUl de 

jvre;" — where, fays Gibfon, the claufe, "TaM confuetu- oaxi.e.a. 

dine iocorum" explains the glofs (^JkcundUm confuetu- "9-^»'-v-V!i- 

dinem loci') on the word ** communithr" in the foregoing 

conftituHon of Innocent III. See Sbumma ^flbistrfna, 

P. I. de ArcMdiacono. 9. fol. xzxviii. and Hoftienfls de 

Qffic. Arcltidyaconi, Tom. i. fol. cxvi. The latter of 

which commentators feems to hare correctly interpreted 

the text as of local and not f^na-al application — "Je- ^^^-^ 

cundwn confuetudinem Franda ' — in aUqtdbus ^lTjipw' 

eccle^ conjiitatmtur tales ttttanl per ^d/copum et arcfii- '^i^'rom.u. 
djfaconum community ad quadam qfficia ets commumtir 
exercenda. : nee injlitiamtur in aligud ecclejid nee confir- 
manhtr : unrnd qvaji mirdJieriaJes et qffidales/unt utriuf- 
que, et pro magnA parte non canjiituunhtr perpetud,fed 
ad tempus. UU ergd taUs veljimlis non eji eoti/uetudo, 
hoc quod ibi didtur non xsendicat Jibi locum." 

Nor does Atterbury's interpretation of the canon law vyuoiiM 
in reference to Englifli ufage differ from that of the cut^I/'tm- 
Cardinal, Lyndwood, Gibfon, and others. Ever flnce "■>«'^'""- 
the firiUcited letter from the Roman fee, the biftiop of 
Rochefter affirms, the archdeacon's authority has inter- 
vened, with that of the bifhop, (as in the diocefe of 
Exeter,) towards appointing lKan% ntnil ; except where, 
■by grant, compofltion, or cuftom unmemorial, things 
have been otherwife ordered; as the cafe was in the 
diocefe of Canterbury, where, thirteen years after the 

(■) "He tiroU commun," fays Les Lmx Eccl^iafliqnea de Pran^ce, jnalgft da Dt- 
" lei SofifBg Kntsnx dependent de Parchidiaare et de I'Mqut, gtii doivent ^f^^^J^ 
la (tin et U* d^Jtr conjomtement; (mait ilya de$ diocejii ou Pfoique ^ T3. 
. nommejetd let Mogn^ Kutnii ; d'autrei ou iUJont ^hu par let carh 
du Sa]|tniif , qui let pre/aUent h I'^oique)." ^ , 
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date of this refcript, a fpecial grant was made to the 
archdeacon of the injiitution and dejlitution of ratal 
lireans by Stephen Langton, the archbilhop, in the fol- 
lowing words — previoufly revoking his own official's 
somi»riy«j. appointment of them ftT con/uc/udin^ — , . . ."Statui- 
trrimry, P. I. mus ut arcmdtocom Cant, am pro Umpofe fuennt, Dttanos 

Ai^ddlx, No. ,..•,.. , 

LI. p.66. conjhtuant, et amoveant proftUE voluntatis arbttrto, prom 
meliils ciderint expcdire in Dioc. memoratd, et Jibi re- 
fpondeant Jiciit decet, cilm abfurdum Jit, ut alius eos con- 
Jlituat qudm is qui eis debeat pr<Eeffe, et cui refpondere 
tenentur, prt^fortlm cum ipfis (Ijecanfa) refercTitibus, cor- 
rigere debent {arcMdiaconi) caterorum errata." And in 
a perfonal grant to Archdeacon Hubert by Archbifhop 
Wetherihead (fumamed Le Grand), two years afterwards, 
N<..iix.p.es. ihe " injlitutlones et dejiitutiones ttecanotum" are conti- 
s'^£^^ nued ; but with the faving clauJie, " prakabito con/ilio 
BnWiActoiat nojiro." The archdeacon of Canterbury had not loft 
t^^^ this privilege in the latter end of the feventeenth cen- 
' tury ; — for it is faid, that when Archbiftiop Sancroft would 
have nominated ntrsl lieans in his diocefe, he was oppofed 
by his archdeacon, Parker. 
wc^^S^frT' Again, before the foundation of the fee of Cbefter, 
Vol. I. p. 3*. tiie archdeacons of Richmond and Chefter' (while their 
a?°«^t°*tt' J^^T^di'^^o" ^^ ^o prepofteroufly extenfive as it was — 
p->- each indeed having an unlimited ordinary jurifdiction in 

his own archdeaconry) could appoint their vice-arch- 
deacons and ratal llcans at pleafure, and remove them 

(') On the extinction of the two jnrifdictions, the endowments which 
bad been attached to them from the twelflh century were trantrferred to 
the eplTcopal fee, with this promfo, that there flionld Aill conUnne two 
Htular - aicbdeacons, with yearly Itipends of 501. each, out of Ibe tdd 
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without rendering a reafon. And to Ihew the irrefpon- 
fihle power of the archdeacons within their archdea- 
conries, the ttital Staiw conftituted by them could not 
be called upon to attend the archbiihop's courts, nor 
could aids be impofed, nor a church, nor clerk be fuf- 
pended by the metropolitan iVithin their limits. This 
is particularly recorded in the oltr Hfeger or V^nutiin of 
the archdeaconry of Richmond, in reference to that 
archdeacon : — " Item archinua panel fud auctoritate vice sibtrMittaii. 
arcmn et aecanoa m Jtto archmatu quo/cunque voltia-tt et tinMat. nee. 

- ■ ' f!St. pern lU- 

amoveoit ct dqtonet eot^ne omnt contradtcttone. FrtEterea ^/^dtae^. 
verd oice-^rchmus et bccanf non tenentur venire ad placita 
archi^pifcopi nifi Jponte voluertnt, &c." (_Ex tratyir^o 
Fet. Libr. voctUi t^c ollir %ti^x or Fotitiifci &c.) And 
the fame obtained with regard to the archdeacon of 
Chefter. 

But in Ireland, two years after the promulgation of 
the fore-cited papal epifile of Innocent III., we find the 
biihop of Meath ftill retaining, and enforcing, the exclu- 
five right of nomination to tutal atc&f|insligtctalts ; " co- ^f ^^J^^- 
cante per mortem, aut alio quovis modo aifli^tnbpUrBtSs 
officio, eligendus cjl per not, aut fuccejfores noftrotfuc- 
ceffbr, quia jurifdictionem fuam d nobis haurit." In the Pr-rdaraEa^f. 
diocefe of Melun {A.D. mcci.). Innocent III. continued "••mad. ad m^ 
to the bifhop the inftitution and deftitution of Seans- Pttniuouai. 
rural, independoit of archidiaconal interference, though EWhrioHs' 
the ruling deacons formally laid claim to it, " qfferentea d«^. 
gudd, eu inconfultis, non licet aliquem injiituere in tiita- 
atitn :" while the bifhop of Melun afflnned, on the other 
hand, that the appointment and removal of thefe offi- 
cers, throughout the diocefe of Melun, had ever been 
gnuited by the papal fee to his predecelTors. The difpute 
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ran high ; and the parties having aflembled at the 
cathedral of Melun, for the feke of fettling it, the 
pope decreed, with the confent of the bifliop and arch- 
deacons, " pro bono pacts" " quod raraica bfcanos MeU 
denjis epifcoptts, archidiacoms incon/uUis, pojit eUgere, 
inJlHuere, et mutare, fahd tamenJideUlate quant de con- 
fervando jure tarhidiaconorum corifueverunt prajiare." 
xfy ^i m' ^^^^ always ruled the point. In the diocefe of Poic- 
<■"- »- tiers (AD. mcclxxx.), Bilhop Walter inhibits the retire- 

ment of UtBns tutBl from office without his permiilion ; 
and therefore we may infer that he appointed them : — 
" Inhibemus attftbpxtsbisttxis et bitanfs, ne recedant abfque 
licentiA nojird : et tryungimus ei/dem, quod atUcqu^ re- 
cedant, Jcribant et nobis referant exccjfus factos contra 
«'"*''*v*i'"* jurifdtctionem ecclejiq/iicam." In Ireland, again, {A,D, 
l^'''s^' "cci^cxxx.) during the vacancy of the fee of Derry, Arch- 
Toni.i.i>.af9. biihop Swmn being guardian of the feme for the time 
being, conferred on Donat 0-Kerulan, one of his fub- 
guardians, the mral ItmntTS of Magthya, in the diocefe of 
Derry, to continue during pteafure. And, at a much 
later period, in Italy itfelf, (between the two oppoflte 
precedents of Innocent III. quoted from the canon law, 
refcript againli refcript,) Borromeo, the celebrated arch- 
bilhop of Milan, appropriated to himfelf the right of elec- 
tion, on the occafion of eftablilhing among his parochial 
SS.CC. Tom. clergy the fpiritual fupervifors termed i>(tBi:f( foianrt; 
whom he made amenable to himfelf alone, and amotive 
•nioni»fflD. at his will and pleafure : — *' Hi bfcattf voluntate ^i^copi 
rln. p'.ii! ' ab officio amox>trifemperpoffint; ac^ maU id admimftra- 
■ '"■ '' ■ verint, pcenas dent ^ufdem epijcopi judido" 
^u's^'sa. ^^<^ was their conftitution, too, in the archdiocefe of 
1^^'iL^n Salifibui^ {A.D. mdlxix.)— " 3RntaI« totianf hfida f^cojM 
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conj'ecuti cum autkoritai& officium et dignitatem, tales fe 
reddant, ut conceptte de ipfis expectationi, et fuo muneri, 
ac Jitorwn epi/coporum fatisfadant voluntati &c." And 
in our own country, about the fame date, the arch- 
deacon was entirely deprived of all participation in the 
appointment, luilels perchance he happened to be the 
ordinary (which alone the biihop was de jure), when he 
was capacitated to appoint. It was not to be fuppofed 
that our Reformers would have much refpect for papal 
edicts upon this or any other branch of polity; and 
accordingly, we find, that it was decreed by the com- 
jHlers of the projected Reformatio Legum Ekclefiq/ii- 
earum to this effect: " Betanatns quUibet artti^rtsli^ DtEcd^n 
untm ntstftanum habeat, vel ab epifcopo vel ecchjia ordi- at^m^^ 
nario pret^ciendum." But in the following chapter "De "Jj."^'' 
ArchidiacoTtis," thefe fuperior officers are enjoined to fee 
that the Bttfipiesbstcrs duly performed their functions 
(cap. VT. p. 96). 

In the provincial council of Cologne, under Arch- 
bifhop Herman (^A.D. mdxxxvi.), pro reforrnatione clerko~ 
rum et caremomarum ecckfia, the twentieth canon gives 
to the archdeacons the fole power of election and ad- 
miiCon : — "Archidiaconis nqftris incumbit, ne uUos irddo- ss. cc. Ton.. 
neos qfficiales aut becanoa tnialro deligant out admittant, 
Jed ad hatfunctiones viroa tant^m qffwnant, cum doctrind 
preejiantes, turn vita innocenlis inculpataqve, qui nulUus 
criminit labe notabiles,,qfficium fuum irreprehenfibililer 
exequantur" White, on the other hand, in direct vari- 
ance therewith, the council of Malines {A.D. udlzx.) 
enacts, cap. m. {De Sttanfs (iCStisttanftiim) : — " g(n(^tes- ss. cc Tom. 
bgtttf lataUa in Jingulis dicecejibna pro di/bretione epifco- ^^ft«-' 
porum ajfumanlur, quipojint pajioribua vi0, coTt/tUo, et '*' ' 
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exemph prodejfe ; et non pluribus preeficiantur ecclefiis, 
qudm pojfint commodh regere ; ac fint arbitrio epijcopo- 
rum amovibUes." But the caufe of this exc/u^t>e^urif- 
diction being veiled in the bifhop may be, as Ai^elted 
by Van Efpen, that the entire archidiaconal power had 
in Belgium mei^d in the epifcopal. 

To the latter learned canoniit we are indebted for 
the farther ufages of the Belgian churches in reference 
to the appointment and conftitution of this tmft : — 
£^^. pT' " ^^' ^0"*"* Belgii pafslm ohlinuil, ut non tantiem epi- 
'"^■''^■''■'■f-^/copi foil pro fuo arbitrio tittanati ruralM con/iituant,Jed 
infuper Ubertas eis Jit, quemcunque h presbyteris, quern 
hide qfficio meunmh judicant conventre, eligere; necjbkt 
(0c%um BTtJiipttslisUratAs uUi determmake parockia out 
dignitaH, vel benqficio ejfe armexum." 

" Similiter in poteftate epifcopi eji, di/irktum tretunormn 
vel extendere, vel limiiare; imd et unam beCBRfam _yfoc 
dijirictum arctijitesbeteiatus in plures divtdere ; out plures 
in unuta conftare." 

" V. Functiones quoque et poteftas Bttanoitim iconnmf- 
Jionejeu injlructione, quam ah epi/copis accipiunt, taiici 
dependent: unde in Utteris, quibus atc&fpns&stet niTalft 
conjiituitur, inferi con/uevil hac claiifida .- BXt^ipxtib'Stt- 
xnm diJirictAs N. te nominamus et depulamus cum facul- 
taiibus ktffttfmodi uxcblfxtsh^ttxis concedi Jblitia ac con- 
JUetisjuxta in/iructiones datas." 
strype^^mofc. But to retum to our own country: — In the year 
c. XXVII. p. 470. HDtxu, among the ecclefiaftical regulations then in- 
tended, one was, " That in every Ueanrs in the country, 
there may be conftituted by the biihop, one grave and 
difcreet prieft, to be aic{ifpresbBt« or ftCBnus miBlfe." 
Which act of conllituting, by the canons of udlxxi. 
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(Liber canonum &c. de arckidiaconis), fuppofes the pre- ^**iS^* 
vidus recommendation of the archdeacon'; " peractd spinwicu. 
vi/itatione, archidiaconus Jignificabit epifcopo, quos inve- UcUthe. 
nerit m guoque tuanatti, ed doctrind etjudicio praditoZf 
ut dignijint, qui' pro condone doceant poptdum, (*for 
preachers in thofe days were rare ' — Gibfon,) et prafint 
aiiis. Ex illis epifcopus poteji delectum facere, quos veHt 
ejfe Vetanos ruralis." 

To the bifliop the fame power of nomination is con- 
tinued by the fifth canon of His Mege^s Declaration S^^-^JJ^ 
concerning Ecckfiajiical Affaire {A.D. mdclx.) : — " ISxtaX 

(*) May T notice, at tins point, & /ormuto of the Romilh Chnrch in 
E^lnnd, of die time of Charles the Fati, by whidi, Richard Smith, 
tnlhop of Chalcedon, appomta his archdeacon, and gives him the power 
tf electing his own ticmM cnral ?— Hie original document is flated to be 
in St. Gregory's feniinary at Paris, by the author of The Church IGftary 
a^.&i^/anii (Dodd, I believe), whence Itranfcribe the following extract; — 

" Qti3 ver& clenu, etpopuhu tud folUeitudiTie, card, ac dUigen- 

tid, in vnf mrtuiU incedat, el bonorum operum fnietuM ubique pro/i- 
mineM, ioolumue vt lotiun di/lncfuin tmim femd fdUem infmguli* anmM 
in praprid perfi>ii& vifUet ; et duoi vel plure* pretbyterot, mrot idtmeoe, 
atqut iiUegrx et probatte vUte, in prtedicto difirictu tuo, eligat, qui mtt- 
mu tuianotnini roialfnm obeant in loci* itttra dt/lncfum fuum h U pras- 
JHttuneSt,pre^idqiieJint ToSamem tihicontinu& reddere de morHnuprei- 
bj/terarum:, et pradictarwm perjbnarum Uticarum intra ttrminot lui 
di/lrictut degentium, Jht commorantium. Quorum viroram, ita i U 
eUctarum, nonwia ad no> dejlinabu, ut, Ulerarum nojlrarum vigore 
approbationem, el eott/irmationem cor^equantwr &c." Fart vi. char, l 
Book III. art, iv. Record* of the Clergy, p. 152. 

(*) In the (Uocefe of Wincfaefler, the bran rural, annnaUy elected AUe^mfa^' 
upon the old fbnndation, preadies two vifitatioa fermons dnring his ourg*, 
year of (^ce ; and the fame coAom obtained in the days of Atterbaiy uoccriii. 
(archdeacon of TotneTs MDCOVm.), and ftill obtains, in the diocefe of 
Exeter: — probably, in both cafes, (bunded on this canon, which was 
interpreted as referring to VyUaiion fermons. ^ 
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Irtans, as heretofore, to be nominated by the biihop of 
the diocefe." WhUe in the diocefe of Kihnore, during 

Bnmefi Lift i^ the spifcopate of the primitive Biihop Bedell, the old 
cuftom, of the clergy electing their own ftf ans, returned : 

cc.M.B.tiH. — " Ul fecundum prijiinam et antiqtiam htffus ditBce/eos 
0. .p. . j^^ijj^gjr^njia con/iittUionem, in tribus ^na regtonibus tres 
tittant^nt, ab ipfis mnt^ris ejitfdem IrttanBtos eligendi, qm 
mtam et morea cleri jugi circumfpecHone cufiodiant, et ad 
ejafcoputn referant, ejtifque mandata acdpiani, et, quoties 
opus erit,per appdritoremtltanBt&i ad compresbyterosjuos 
tranfndttant." 

^"' p ess"' ^" ^** Proceedings in Convocation about Xlaul 9ean8 
(^A.D. MDccx.), the Upper Houfe feems to hare been 
unwilling to admit the doctrine of Innocent's refcript, 
fo often alluded to, but rather inclined to reltore to 
the diftrict clergy the priftine capacity of electing their 
own brans, fubject to epifcopal fanction alone. " That 
the clergy of every fteanrg, or the greater part of them, 
fliall chufe a perfon qualified" (i.e. *' beneficed within 
the trennrB, as rector, vicar, or perpetual curate, refident 
upon his benefice or cure, of the elder and graver fort of 
the clergy, and a graduate in one of the two univerfities 
within this province" . . . .) . . . . " who ftiall be pre- 
fented by the archdeacon or other ordinary to the bifliop 
for his approbation ; and when approved, Ihall be ap- 
pointed by the biihop under his hand to execute the faid 
ofiice for the term of three years, unlefe caufe fhould 
appear to the biihop for altering the iiaad term." 

The latter part of this projected canon was pertina- 

cioully refilled by the Lower Houfe, in their eagemefs 

to advance the privileges of their own members, by 

iuvefling archdeacons with the joint-power of difmilfing, 

DKiz=,i;>:, Cookie 



SicT. 1.] mibt Bf lEUttfon. 1S5 

as well as ^pointing, beans rural, according to the papal 
decree, and tiie glolTes of John de Athon and Lyndwood 
on the legatine and promndal amjiiiutiont : — or, at leaft, 
they would have carried, as an indifpenfable amendment, 
that the archdeacon's confent fhould be firlt obtained, 
before the biihop proceeded to the authoritative act of 
difplacement 

On the continent^ ten years after this convocational 
war about the inrf-ljetanal conftitution in En^nd, the 
council of ReufTen iflued the decree following, without 
noticing in whom the right of electing ntral ptotopris- 
bgtcra 1^ ; but appointing them paflors of the pallors of 
their luanrfrs, and correctors of lacerdotal faulty and fail- 
ings, perfonaUy or by delation to the biihop, as the head 
of their jurifdk^on. " QMoniam ftotofitib^tttovxm (beta- c«i< 
nomm Ttiialfum) off/dwm gravius eji, quitm exijiimatur : ' ~ 
monet Jimcta fynodus, ut ii tantum ajfumaniur, qui xelo, "^g,^^ jf 
pietate, doctrind, et eruditione ceteris pnelitceant, exjkcu- ""-Ma. 
laribw Ji idonei inter eoa fuerint ; Jin nanus ex regula- 
rUms. Ipji verofecum cogUeni,fe ejfe con/iitutos pqfiorum 
Jm diftrkt&a pciflores, edque de causd, mji ipforum defediu 
corrigant, vel ad epifcopum deferant,fuoqite qfficio accurate 
fungantur, cateforum cmimas de ipforum eHam numibua 
requirendas efje." 

As to ttrtanal appointments in modem days, the fame 
confuetudo locorum, as we have above referred to, has 
much influence over them. There is no general rule of 
election and inftitution. Every diocefe adheres to its 
own cufioms. In fome places, the mandate of election aomnef>Ani.ef 
proceeds, by the biftiop's grant, from the archdeacon *^i»*-*^-*"'"- 
alone, as (to quote from our infular ufages) in the 
diocefe of Canterbury, and, at one time, feemingly,. in 
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that of Lincoln (/ee, in the g^^nUifct, " a^nonitid qw/co- 
paHs arcHdiawno facta de fumpttbtu btcano tmali ailo- 
candis:" — in others, from the bifhop and archdeacon 
Auartmtji w- jointly, that is, from the bifhop through the archdeacon, 
KDccviii. as now-ardays m the diocefe of Exeter', where the cleigy 
y.tt.p.a._ 'are the actual electors: — in others, again, from the 
bifhop alone, as in the diocefes of London, Bath and 
Wells, Norwich, Oxford, Winchefter, Gloucefter, St. 
David's, and Salisbury, — in the latter of which the office 
is, at prefent, on the authority of our venerated diocefan 
himfelJF, entirely dependent on the perfonaljurif diction of 
the bilhop ; — the archdeacon having nothing to jlo with 
the appointment, except fo &r as the bifhop may deOre 
him to mention the names of clergymen eligible to the 
duty ; — which has been occafionally done by the rural 
presbyters themfelves ; — but in neither cafe with any 
power of nomination, as an official right. Such Ukewife 
was the conftitution of the office in the days of Bifhop 
Ward, and alfo in thofe of Bifhop Fifher, in the diocefe 
of Sarum. And yet, to fhew how much the ufages of 
the church have varied, at different periods, in relation 
to the economy of this office, even in the fame diocefe, 
we find traces of an oppofite cuftom to that now pre- 
v^ent, in the early conftitutions of the fee of Sarum. 

(■) '' Falumut etiam, ut Utawtui Plympton fuMl ah anti^uo JbUt et 
atUeniicoJcripto bonm memoria I. Eton, ep'i pladm et mdiua trJUUur 
eccl'ite de Plymptott remaneat, itafdlicrl ut clericut per le etfucceJpiT^ 
tuM ri Cfxnontcoa ca-chd'o ToUoTotB qui pro temport fiurit prejadetur, 
et coram biraiurtfls per eum Jyfcipiat — <{uod ep'tu et t}u* qgiciaia 
repelleruU Uioi qui per vot fuerirU prefentati nuUam pronhi habeamt 
pot^flatem." Inter prtoilegia moiu^lerii de JVtmfon. Ten^. IvdH 
priorv. Kcg. ^plimton ^Jlb. Not 0llb. tOflt. Kennett'a Par. ^nl 
V. Ik p. 353. 
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In the Confiitutionea facta in plena cap'lo eccl'ia Sarum in Dua. ofmuaii. 
fe/io AffwnjA. B. Virg^ms, anno HCcxxil., this claufe occurs : <v»d w. k. to ' 
"IBrcanf ^am ttttalw de communi con/enfu d'ni e'pi et 
arcMtCorum injiituantur et dejlituantur." And in the 
canon " dc titamis injiituendig," of the Alia ConJlitvHones cc. m. b. n h. 
Mpdii Sareiberienfia Epifco^ {A,D. mcclvi.), is the fol- ''''' 
lowing injunction : " Statmmus, ut cum tfttanl raiales ido- &, i. nh&d 
net ab arc/udiaconis fuerirU mjiitttti, nobis et fuccefforibua p.n.jicJ^. 
nofiris prcBj&aentur ad fairamentum corporale prtBjifm- 
dum:" — clearly Ihewing, that, in the days of Bifliops 
Poore' and Bridport, the inftitution of toeana tutal was 
partially, at leaft, a matter of archidiaconal concernment 
in our diocefe. Nor, indeed, in that of Winchefter', has 
the act of ^pointing been always with the biihop, to the 



('} Bifliop PooK drew np a bod; of conJiUuiiom at adiocefanfynod, CoViai'i EaL 
fnUeqaeDt to die year hccxsii, for the regulation of bis fee. TBey are g^i^ a. v. 
divided into eig^ity-feven canona ; of which the penultimate commaads p- **"■ 
the ardideacona to take care that the laws are duly obferred ; — to give 
C0|uea of them to the TUtal btantl, who are to tratifcribe them, and fornilh 
the recton and vicaiB within their predncta. 

(*) la the diocefe of Wincbefler, there are, at prefent,two fonndatlonB 
of ntisl ttait)!, the old and nao — the latter inftitnted a few years fince by 
Kftiop Snmner, and appointed folely and eiclnfiyely by his authori^ 
(fie RyftnDii, WiruAefter DocumenUy — the fonner of ancient Handing 
and pecnUar conlHtntion ; whereby the clergy are empowered to elect a 
parfim, at the archidiaconal vifitation, to fill the nominal office of iMan 
rami, and to preach at the two fabfeqnent rifitations of the archdeacon 
and hiOiop's commifTary (in Snrrey). But the office is in fact, Archdeacon 
Hoare infoniu tne, a mere nnlUty, except for preaching ; for which pur- 
pole the election is annoal, and the bean changed. This andent foun- 
dation, thou^ thus limited by ufage, it is ezprellly provided by the biihop, 
if not to be affected by his new Bf)pointmeut lie latter is general 
dirongfaoat Hants and Surrey : the older inftitution, on the authority of 
Archdeacon Bayley, obtains not in Hants. 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



1S8 mtaim ttOt XiMttittnion. [Part III. 

exclufion of the archdeacon ;. though in the prefent age 
the latter is no party to it: — for in tiiefynodal conftitu- 
cc. M. B.rtit. tidns of Bifhop Woodloke (AD. mcccviu.) it is fUpulated 
*' qudd de catero, tbm becBlti, qxi&m afparUores eorvm, per 
noa, out qffidalem nojirum, arcfddiaconum, vd officiaUm 
eorum, conanurdtdr eliganiur, et amovetmiur ^miUt^ com- 
munitir per eo/dem." 

Indeed, fo good a cafe of feeming right to a participation 

in the appointment of Ijtans nttal generally, in England, 

ini^ttrin do the aTchdeacoDs put forward, that Dr. Cowell in his 

A c "f^on* ItUerpreter, and Dr. Godolphin in his Repertorium Canonic 

e. Til, p. 53. cum (the latter, copying the former), have compofed their 

definition of trean ntral in accordance with it— ^influenced, 

no doubt, by the papal refcript of Innocent III : — " A 

per/an having ecclejia/iical jurifdiction over other rmtdjler* 

and parijhes near a^oining, a^gned unto him by the bijhop 

and archdeacon, being placed and difplaced by them." Stilt 

it is the writer's firm conviction that no archdeacon can 

lay legal claim to co-electorfliip with the bifliop ; whofe 

office dom it is de jure to appoint beans nttal in his 

diocefe. 

In the moft recent revival of " the ancient ufe of 
Ifcans tntBl" in England (viz. m the diocefe of London, 
where, while I am writing — December mdcccxxxiii — 
they are juft appointed), the act of appointment was ex- 
ercifed by the biihop ; but the btans are to ajfiji the 
archdeacons in the execution of their office, and to act 
in fubordination to them ; which teems to be, in my 
humble opinion, as judicious a mode of rendering the 
inftitution of lKan» mtal efficient, without the rilk of ren- 
dering it offenfive to the intermediate functionaries, the 
archdeacons, as can be devifed. 
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" Although there are inftaoces, in times pail aod pre- AHwmiu Pn. 
fent, of the clergy electing ttenna among themfelves," fays SwS^bi^ 
an anonymous author, " yet confidering they are to sr«.p^iV«i- 
correfpond with their bifliop, to act many things in his 
name and by his authority, and to be accountable to 
him, it is but meet he Ihould have the choice of them, 
as for the moft part he formerly had." 

" The wife election of the tiean rural is a m^ter of the 
greateft importance, and requires the greateft care ;" 
for " he muft be one that fincerely loves God and the 
church, and hath a tender regard to the fouls of men. 
He muft alfo be fUmilhed with found learning, and with 
dexterity to manage men and buflnefs:" — *' the peace 
and fafety of the church, the (topping of herefle and 
fchifin, the preventing the growth of popery, and chiefly 
the recovering of decayed piety among the people, 
depending on the judicious appointment of this officer." 

"If all the qualifications requifite cannot eafily be 
found in every trcanarp, yet it is neceflary to go as near 
them as poflible ; but efpecially to provide men of clear 
reputation for unblameable behaviour, and of difcreet 
zeal for the honour of God and advancement of religion." 
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SECTION tt 

€Ik ^ttlio)) of iiDttiMtiai). 



iVING done with the right of election and 

appointment of Irtans rural — in whom it pri- 

marify refted, and in whom by delegation — 

we naturally inquire, in the next place, how, 

or h/ what method, were thefe officers inftituted in the 

church * ? — by oral declaration, or by formal commiflion 

iiijcriplis? — If by the latter, are any (uch formulae of 

inftitution known to antiquaries 1 

After afflduous fearch — not in the archives of public 
libraries, nor in the manufcriptal records of epifcopal 
muniment-rooms, (for I enjoy no fuch opportunities of 
inveftigation,) but in printed books of eafier accefs and 
perufal — I am compelled to reply, to the beft of my 
belief, that none have been ever given to the public of 
a date antecedent to the fixteenth century ; and it is 
faid by a far higher authority in thefe matters, the vicar 
of Ambrofden, that none exift in manufcript. At leaft 
Dr. Kennett replies to the biihop of Lincoln's quellion 

(') It were abfmd to think of recovering' any aathenUc inllrameiits 
of inlHtution uf the EaDern OtanK tvral— the prriiriinita of Afia Minor, 
or of the fubfequent (ibI[|){ or pTala]ia{iBticti- Bui fie Goar. Euchol. 
GrtECor. p. 271. and again p. 277. and note p. 287 ; nlfo notes to Dr. 
Priaulx'B Brief Account £c., for a fbrm of ordination of a prola|Ui]pa)(. 
Qu. Was this form nfed at the ordinadon of bttan as well aa mtfean 
ptoto)iopte ? 
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upon this point, that he had met with none in the courfe 
of his refearches ; — " As fiirr as my prefent thoughts can orm. mftmb. 
reach," Kennett vnites, " I believe the rutal tctans were Par^hMAnii. 
long appointed by the diocefitn without any fonnal com- ^!'8m,3st."' 
miifion infcripUt, and invelled in the office by the deli- 
very of the common feal, which at the death of each ttras 
was returned to the bilhop, or committed into cuftody 
by his order, to be ^ven to a fuccefTor at the bifliop's 
nomination." 

Oral declaration or nominatien, and tradition of the 
bctanal feal, feems to have been the ordinary way of 
inftituting beans ntral in England ; and this, probably, 
at the times of epifcopal vifitation. Had there been f*^'^ 
deeds of commiffion, heretofore in ufe, they would have 
been found in fome of the dioce&n regifters' ; but there 
is not the leaft intimation of any fuch, in an authentic 
form, to the very time of the Reformation ; — at leaft, in 
reference to tteans rural, ftricUy fo called : though many 
formal conveyances' occur of the tnanibif of the coiut 

(') White Kennett particalarly notices, that no deeds of commiffion 
are leen in the wortiiy Dr. Hntton's moll accurate collections from the 
rolk of H. WeSa uid B. Orofthead, bifhops of Lincoln, nor in thofe of 
Wah. OrejofTork. 

(*) " Prater JahoKnet ecd'ia Cant, mmifter Aumiti* — dUecto JiHo Eaan^u, pag. 
magiftro P. mtpa- XutKttSt&t eccVia beatie Maria de AreuhuM Ixmdon. 
ct^odifaivlem — tSUctumJiUum mag'rum Rogerum de Rothewelle de- 
ncun w^ervm m eccl'id B. Maria de Ara^nu preftdmu* tn Bccnratn 
— t>oA«t foandamut — utjigiilttm QeutnxtAf eidem Rogero UbereUt. Dot 
apud Favrefham ix. eo^ Ootob, A.D. mcolxiix." By which It feems 
idtun. that, upon the deceafe of the bran, another clergyman waa made 
fceq)er of the Jial, till the ardibiOiop appointed a fncceflbr, who had 
Geifiii of his office by deUvery of the itaAfial without any other delega- 
tion in writing. Which nominalioti and traafinittiiig th« feal waa Ae 
ordinary way of inftituting ttttsi tItanK. _, 
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of arches, in the archbifliop's regifters, — an o£Bce hereto- 
fore attached to the rectory of the church of St. Mary- 
le-Bow, or B. Mariee de Areubus — the incumbent of 
which was once nirsl or urban btan of London— t{ie btan 
of tiCiirtetianfts* — having under his peculiar diftrict the 
churches exempt from the diocefan, and fubject to the 
archbiftiop's immediate jurifdiction. 

The non-appearance of formularies of liecBna[ inftitu- 
tion in diocelan regifters, while they abound in the 
archiepifcopal, is accounted for by Kennett in his JUs. 
™jg^ letter to the bifliop of Lincoln : — " The bean of the 
arches or peculiars in London kept his cuftomary rights, 
and obtained fome new prerogatives, becaiife there was 
no archdeacon to reftrain him : whereas in other ordi- 
nary tatanetfest, the refpectire archdeacons had fo crampt 
the authority of ratal beans, (nay, in fome diocefes had 
extorted from the weaker biihops the power of confti- 
tuting and removing them at plefdVire,) that I prefume," 
lays the antiquary, "there was no great folemnity in 
appointing men to execute the declining office, com- 
monly beftowed by verbd rtommation and Audition of the 
feoL" 

Wherever there was express dellgnation by torit or 
patmt, it was in the ufual form of the ordinary's dele- 



OngMn|» i>^ (') " E" eattrU in vrbe Londinenfi pataew,'* fayi Onghton, " jamdSi 
Itgamnm,!. XL fitentnt tt ad/^ extant numero tredteim,Juh jvrifdiclionU ptcvUari* 
priviUgio, d^ftincta et omnind txemptte ; qua nempi ^vfdem ^aoefiai 
^yisopa nuUatet^ Jubjaeeant, Jed ipJ\^mo metropoHtano, qui ordi- 
nario, immedia^ JubjectiB remmietU ; quorum una ejl Ula parockia 
Sancla Maria de Arcabns, U hahehabir qwtfi pracipua," &c 

*> Ob arcuaiam bqfiUoom,in qttd,prt> iribu«aIi,Je4ere/olAat,Xttimmi 
de Arcufm*." -^-. i 
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gating any other official or commiffaiy, mutatis mutandis. ^-r^^^La 
And White Kennett acknowledges it as probable that |;^^";,^ 
there may have been fliort iniiruments of conveying the ^.fj^'^'^ 
oTdinaiy troft of tttBit tucal, though not remaining upon '"■>■ 
record*. Be it fo, or otherwiie, antecedent to the epoch 
referred to by the learned author ; many fuch documents 
have been met with in diocelan re^flers, fince that 
event, in England, and a few fhort formulae of institution 
of tieans on the continent (one of which has been already 
quoted,7eff p. 122.) are feen in Van Efpen, /. E. U. Part i. 
Tit. vr. cap. i. p. 29. 

On the twenty-fourth of May mdli, Bifhop Bird (the *"***^J||^' 
firft prelate of the new fee of Cheller) granted the office S«. crib. 
of ntial bean of Kendal, Lonfdale, and Catheric titanrfts, 
to Thomas Bland for life (" durante vitdfud mturaU") by 
patent, {fee the document, with feveral o^ers, in the 
jOlipeitttix — Ckefier Documents — N°. i.) Thefe patents, 
as foimuke of inftitution, are curious, and have never 
before been laid before the public. From them it ap- 
pears, that the principal r^iftrar of the diocefe did not 
interfere with the bccanal jurifdictdon, but that the titans 
had fepiurate re^ftrars of their acts appointed by the 
bifhop. {5m glpptnttfi N°. ii.) In mdcxv ', the office of 

(*) It is certain the next facce^or to Peckham, ArchbiOiop Win- Keiont^tMf. 
deUey, made a Htm at St Mary Arches by thefe eipreft letters-patent. 
— " RobertttM Cant or. epfu» diltcU) Jiiio mag'ro Henrico de Nqffington 
eanonico ecd^ia Line. JalvUm. Offldam ttuiutnt eccVia Beatie Mariie 
de Anvhut London, aan fid* juribut et perUnaiSii unvoerjit, et exerci- 
tium jurifiUctioni* e3uf3em — (ibi committitmu per pr^Ut—daL apud 
Otteford. 3. kal. Jun. hocicv." 

(■) At the preTent time, tbe whole titttraal jnriTdiction is exerofed by 
die commiflary of Richmond fan officer created hdili, bnt whoTe patent 
doM not appear tiU twenty-fire years after the foundation of the see, C^*,-.,-.,^!,, 
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ratal ttta'n of all the Ijeanrfes of Richmond archdeaconry 
(fave only Amoundernefs) was united with that of com- 
miifary, and granted by patent for life to Edmund Main- 
waring and Mark Pickering (fee Sifftnlfix N°. v.), andfub- 
fequently to Jofeph Cradock (including Amoundernefs) 
in MDCXXXVi, who continued patentee of all the tretanatra 
at the time of the Reltoration in mdclx. Confirmations 
of other fuch patents appear in the acts of the bean and 
chapter of Chefter of later date, all parties acknowledging 
the feparate jurildiction of the titam rural (fee Remon- 
Jircmce of the bean and cfiapttr, and Aitfwer of the MJhop, 
A.D. Mi>CLXii, ^ppenbfx N". vtr.)> and cautioufly preferving 
it in the fucceffire particuhur and general patents for a 
century afterwards. 

Theire anciently obtained in fome diocefes a cuitom of 

fwearing beans rural to the obferrance of certain atticbs 

at the time of their inftitution ; of which the firft notice 

I have met with is in the feventh canon of the Meath 

cc.M.B.tiM. Con/iiiutions (A.D. mccxvi.). to this effect: — " l/t m ad- 

VaL L u. 547. , X. , — • . n i ^ i i- 

twjjione da offiaum jurametihan prtEjient de jidea exeeu- 
Honeftd officii. Item de inqtdrendo el praferUcmdo nobis 
et qffidaUbtti nojiris notnina et cognondna omnitim et Jin~ 
gulorum infra fuot becanatas, qid pubUci et tiotorie defa- 



fiHi. Sittlg(t HwA, pp. 34 & 63), and sichdeacon of OieAer, the notl 
buniitK being all veiled in them ; sod. by right gf the andent o£Bce of 
Dtan nual, thdr jarif^ctioa is coofidenble, thongh the archdeacoDs of 
Richmond and CheAer, aa (ruch, have no jorifdiction whaterer — that is, 
in thdr archidiaconal capacity alone — the tame having been furrendeied 
to the crown at the inftitntion of the fee, and vefted in the bifhop, who 
has not thou^t fit to give to the archdeacons any jorifdiction, and they 
are entitled to none by the charter but what he chooles to befiow on 
them, with the falary of 50/. to each. r~' i 

D,glz.d.yC.OOgle 



Sect. II.] ^RdtMft ef iMtiWtioil. 135 

mati out v^emmt^fu^Kctifunt de aUquo crindne aut in- 
famid,per auctorttatem nojiram jntniend. et corrigend." &c. 
See hereafter, under Vifitatiorud diUiea — ^.18.3^. Part iv.. 
Sect. II. 

About forl^ years later we read of the facrammtum 
corporate as being taken by triBitit rutal of the diocefe of 
Salisbury, on their prefentation to the bilhop; after infti- 
tution by the archdeacon. See the ConJUtutiones alia 
of Giles Bridport (^A mcclvi.), can. rfe tietanfe inftt- cc.»i.B.ttH. 
tuendia: and on the nature of the corporal facrament 
(*" Tactit corporaUtir facrofanctis epangeliit in publico 
eorporaUtir fidteant facrartmUa." Conft. Siculae, L. i. 
Tit. Lix.) 5w Ducange Glojfar. Tom. in. col. 684. 

The obligation of an oath, I have no doubt, continued 
to be impofed on thefe officers fubfequently, though the 
Condlia Magna Britannies et Hiberma of Wilkins afford 
no record thereof till the provincial Scotch council of 
Edinbui^h (^.D. hdxlix.); wherein it is enacted, " quod ccub.hh. 
iKCanf ante /ufceptionem fm qffidi Jwent de JideU ^ua c^.xi'iu 
admimftratione in omnibus" &c., as hereafter cited in AiU, 
under vijitaiion duties. 

In the patent of bran rural of the beantfra of Kendal, Sf Mppnbi;, 
Lonfdale, and Catheric, to Thomas Bland, A.D. mdli, it k». i. 
is faid, " Tibi in virtutejuramenti tui coram nobis de qfficio 
pradicL JideUtkr exequend. in hdc parte prtHs pr<sfiit. 
damut et concedimits," &c. : and the oath is again referred 
to in the biihop's Charge to the titans, A.D. mdxcit. ; but. Ditto ciiargt, 
as if it ceafed to be exacted, the words occur in no fub- 
fequent patent. 

The Rouen 
the form of thi 
the diocefe of Evreux (A.D. mdlxxvi). It appears among 



The Rouen collection of councils prefents us with ccRahmg. 
the form of th& tatcanal oath, as it was adminiftered in p ses. 
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the ftatutes of the fummer fynod, under the title " de 
Stcanis Iftaralflins;" and is thus introduced — " Ne 
Jrujlrit lex etjiatutum detur,Ji nemo Jit qtd obfervet, cc/ 
objervari in nqfird ab/entid procuret, pratxpimua tretanto 
vt tanqudm ex altdjpeculd projpiciant in omnee, acfido- 
lithr deferant delinquents et contumaces : m quern Jinem 
damns ip^s potejlaiem cttandi quofcunque fine alio num- 
dato _^Kcidi, et prohibemus ne conniteatU, vel cum ullo 
pretio interpofito ' tranfigant fuh pcenA erga nos perfitUa, 
et perjterii in deum contra jyramentum, quod omnibus fyno-, 
dig vdumus ab illis in nofiris manibut fieri et rcnovari, 
ctffus ht£c efi forma exfiimtxs canonibw fumpla — 

■^go N. bKanus de N. (uto per dbum vivum et heec fancta 
evangelia qudd amodo in antea quidquid novi, aut audioi, 
out pofimodum inquifitwus fum quod contra voluntatem 
DEI, aut rectam Chijiianitatem in IttianBtu mihi commiffb 
factumfit aut factum erit,fi in diebus meis evenerit, et ad 
cognitionem meant pervenerit, aut indicatum mihi fueritf 
Jynodalem caufam ejfe et ad minifierittm domini met epi- 
fcofd pertinere: qudd nee propter amorem, nee propter 
timorem, nee propter pretium, nee propter parentelam, nul- 
lateniis celabo pradicto domino meo epifcopo, aut ^us mijfo, 
cui hoc inqvirerejujferit, aut ejus offidarOs. Sic me DKus 
adjwoet et luEC Sancta Dei EvangeUa." 
mimttstt^ We have recorded the admioiltration of an oath to 
Tr^^Sii*, "^ the titans total of the diocefe of Salisbury by Bifhop 
**' Bridport in the middle of the thirteenth century. An 

oath was alio adminiftered to them by Biihop Ward in 
the latter part of the feyenteenth century. The Articles 
of Enquiry drawn up by him (foon after his inftallation) 
for the ufe of the tacans ratal of his diocefe are yet extant 
in his Common-place Book, and are headed, " Officivm 
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SccaRontin Itnnilftim ad quod juramento q/iringendi" 
See ^fftntix, Salisbury Documents. 

From the form of the Irtan's oath, fet down by the n^ptritr.ca- 
diligent Dr. Godolphin in his Repertory, as in old times p*-(2s.) 
adminiftered. the then authority and jurifdiction of this 
rural ofiBcer in England may he fufiiciently underfiood. 
The exact date of the inftniment I am unable to afcer- 
tain. It is in T^n fought for in an authentic Ihape ot jBwmtupT^. 
earlier publication. The duties enumerated are found ^m^^XX- 
difperfed through ancient councils, hut no where fo ""''* '" 
compendioufly and formally drawn up. Nor have I met 
with any genuine form of lictanal jurament in actuid ufe 
in modem days, except in one diocefe of England. Go- 
dolphin's is to this effect : — 

Sttfdes mfRfstmtt to Bnral IBeans. 

*' i, A. B., bo stoeat, diligently and faithfully to execute 
the office of bran ratal wiUiin the beants of C. 

*' 1. I will diligently and faithfully execute, or caufe to 
be executed, all fuch procelTes as fhall be directed unto 
me from my lord bilhop of E. or his officers or minifters, 
by his authority. 

" 2. Item, I will give diligent attendance, by myfelf or 
my deputy, at every conflftory-court, to be holden by 
the fiUd reverend father in God, or his chuicellor, as 
well to return fuch procefTes as fhaU be by me or my 
deputy executed; as alfo to receive others, then unto 
me to be directed. 

" 3. Item, I will, from time to time, during my faid 
office, diligently inquire, and true information give unto 
the &id reverend father in God, or his chancellor, of all 
the names of all fuch perfons within the faid tttanis of C 
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aa fhall be openly and publickly noted and defamed, or 
vehemently fufpected of any fuch crime or offence, as is 
to be punifhed or reformed by the authority of the faid 
court. 

" 4. Item, I will diligently inquire, and true informa- 
tion give of all iiich perfons and their names, as do admi- 
nifter any dead men's goods, before they have proved 
the will of the teffcator, or taken letters of adminiliration 
of the deceafed inteftates. 

" 5. Item, I will be obedient to the right reverend 
fother in God, I. bifhop of N., and his chancellor, in all 
honeli and lawful commands ; neither will I attempt, do, 
or procure to be done or attempted, any thing that Ih^l 
be prejudicial to his jmifdictdon, but will preferve and 
maintain the fame to the uttermolt of my power." 

cc.M.B.tta. In the Refolutions of the Upper Houfe, confequent 
on tiie Report qf the Committee of the two Houfes of 
Convocation about 3SluiaI 9eans, {A.D. hdccx.), no oa^ 
was propofed, but it was ordered " that A Ptq>er of In- 
Jiructions from the bifliop ftiall be given to every ratal 
ttean, without fee or reward^, directing him how and in 

(') If we may believe the violent &nti-epifcopal Biithor of" A SAort 
FiOD of l&e PrttlatictU Church of England^' there was once a cnQom 
of exacting a fee on the adminiftradon of the oath of otBce t» ttxM 
nxA. Anumg the means of epifcopal aggrandizement, it ia there al- 
leged, with no good intent towards onr apoftolical faientrdiy, tiiat one 
AOuriyieKi^ fonrce of wealth to prelates was — "By making ttttiU Htnut yearel; 
cL^!^^ (where they be) iu every Xntmn i — and for the oath taken, fome pay 
I^Hj, HDcxLi. 8t.6d.QrK noble, bat no benefit to the Otinuit at all, but to execate 
Seei^.Om^ bUhop's mandates." 

Hfport, At prefent, I am not awftre that any payment ia made for bis com- 

pp. SIT, 518. miffioa by the fttm niiKl of Ikigland, except in the proviaoe ot York i 
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what manner to execute that office ; and that every litan 
ibaXl/oiemnly promfe, in the prefence of the bilhop, or 
any other perfon appointed by him, to execute the fiud 
c^ce according to fuch inftructions, to the beft of his 
iWll and power." 

Such may be faid to be the general uiage at prefent 
in the diocefes of Great Britain and Ireland, whererer 
ratal Ixtans exifi. Some fort of inflrnment palTes medi- 
ately or immediately from the bi£hop> his official, or 
archdeacon, to the ttean, inveiting him with fiJl powers 
to execute the truli, for a definite, or indefinite period, 
as the cafe may be ; and, at the fame time, inflructing 
bim how he is to perform its particular duties. In Ex.Epiji.ju^ 
ComwaU, where! am informed "the office has nersr(?) «Sab^~' 
been discontinued," the ancient cultom of adminiftering 
an oath, at the time of inftitution, yet.furrives, with 
other primitive peculiarities connected .therewith. The 
office is there, as it was in Lyndwood's days generally 
in England (fee the next fecHon) annual The bifhop's |" Bppww, 
mandate paffes firom the vicar-general and commiflkry of no. i. 
the diocefe, under his official feal, to the archdeacon — 
" char^g and commanding him to moniffi, or caufe to 
be moniflied, all the clergy of his archdeaconry before 

where, in the Ufl of fees tftken in the exdiequer and prerogative coorta, 
appears " Comm^onfor a ratal littn, f». Ad. (Judge) S». (Reg^firar)." 
Bnt in parts of that province the QcianBl ofRce is one of conlidenible 
emoLnment, and held by patent for life (tiz. in the archdeaconries of 
Qtefter and Ridunond), fo that the fiutetionary may well pay for his 
commidion. See Table <f Ftei &c. X°. i. be^ning " For buftnefi cer- 
lifitd by ratal hcaw : " — btant raral in general hare " no eormngt-in," 
and therefore had need have no goingt-^ml, beyond what they nnaToid- 
ably Incur in the fulfilment of their ordinary dntiea of parochial rifita- 
tion, and attendance on the citationB of their diocefaa. .-. . 
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him afTembled on any competent and convement day 
and place^ then and there to elect, and nominate, one fit 
and convenient clerk of each beBntg, to be the btan ntcal 
of each litanTC, within the archdeaconry for the year 
enfuing : — and giving him free power and lawful autho- 
rity to adminifter in due form of law to each and every 
of the btans nttal, who fhall be elected in purfuance of 
the mandate, the ufual and accuftomed oath for the 
fiaithful execution of their refpective ofllces" — to this 
effect :— 

" Tim %iaH stDtar well and truly to execute the office 
of a btan tural within your tri anere, for the year enfuing; 
you fhall diligently, in the year, vifit all churches and 
chapels within your beanei^, as alfo all parfonages and 
vicarage houfes ; you fhall make true prefentments of 
fuch defects as .you fhall find therein, and alfo the 
defects of books, ornaments, and other utenfils and fur- 
niture, belonging to each church or chapel ; you fhall 
either, by yourfelf or deputy, faithfully execute, or caufe 
to be executed, all fuch procefTes and mandates as fhall 
he fent to you from your ordinary, and make true re- 
turns of the fame. — So help you GIod." - 

Till within thefe few laft years, the oath was ufually 
adminiflered, immediately after dinner, at the table 
where the clei^ dined, on the occafion of the arch- 
deacon vifiting the refpecUve beancfcs of his jurifdiction 
— holding, that is, his fynodal vifitations in each — (the 
time felected for the appointment, under the epifcopal 
mandate, as moft convenient for the afTembled clei^ to 
elect their beans rural) ; but the prefent archdeacon of 
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Cornwall (the Rev. John Sheepfhanks) thinking it more 
decorous to hold the election and adminifter the oath, 
when the clei^ are called over, at the altar, after divine 
fervice, that courfe is now conftantly purfued. Jnjlruc- *» Wf^mij;, 
tions are afterwards delivered to the bean for the execu- No. m. 
tion of his office, with a Book of Forma for making his 
prefentments ; copies of which are delivered to the 
churchwardens, who are called upon, in the fubfequent 
year, to anfwer inquiries as to their conduct in dif- 
chfo^ng fuch prefentments : — and this is done, before 
the archdeacon, in the prefence of the beans tnial. 

In the ^jipenUfx of documents will be found numerous 
tables of initructions for beans tutal ftom the ninth cen- 
tury downwards to the prefent time. They are culled 
from authentic fources in print and manufcript, and may 
be relied on for their authenticity. 

But before I conclude this fection on the fubject of ™J;_^J"^ 
the inveftiture of beams rural, I muft again cite the «^' ^°^- "■ 
iSVi. letter of White Kennett to the biftiop of Lincoln, 
pregnant as it is with much pertinent and fenfible fug- 
geftion to the point. " If your lordfliip doe not think it 
fu£ficient to ordain mial beans by oral declaration at your 
times of vifltation," writes the vicar of Ambrofden to 
Biihop Gardiner, " but to give them particular commif- 
Jiont to authorize them (whicli indeed will look more 
folemn and authentic), your lordfhip may ufe a fhoit 
and general form ; fuch as one of the foregoing, (/ee 
pp. 131 — 133) ; or fuch as is now commonly ufed in 
creating an official or furrogate; or fuch, mutatit mu- 
tandis, as now conftitutes a dean of arches. Or elfe 
your lordfhip may have a new form drawn up, which 
(hall decently mention the good old cultom, and the 
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benefits of relioring it, and fo del^ate the perfon to 
exercife the office of litan of Cfiristfanfts Tvithin fuch a 
known btanetB, without fpecifying the acts or bounds of 
his authority ; becaufe thefe muA. be Utuited or enlarged, 
as the prudence of governors fhall direct, or indeed as 
the iniquity of times will bear. For at firft, my lord, the 
archdeacons and officios, &c. will be jealous of them, and 
will create dillurbance, if there be any feeming trefpafs 
upon their accultomed rights," &c. 
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SECTION ni. 
Vbt Bunrtion of <M(Ue of Bnm* KkuI. 




f whomfoever beans ratal may have been, at 
I different periods of their hiftory, conftituted 
I and appointed, and in whatfoever way, the 
[ office itfelf has generally been, and Hill 
continues, in moft diocefes (as we have already hinted), 
of a temporary nature, the powers with which it is 
invelled by delegation being revocable at the will of the 
delegator.— " Huralfs aubifttibsttt non dignitas eji," ^Miyjucc. 
fays Richard, "fed Jimplex ad epifcopi voluntatem revo- Tom. m. p. as. 
cabile officiutn." 

This precarioufnefs of title is implied in the paffages, 
already cited from foreign canonifta, on the removal 
of litans rttral, when occafion required it; and it is 
expreffly aflfirmed by our own Lyndwood — " eorwn qffi- PnmhHoLUu. 
ctum e/i temporale et non perpetuum" — differing in that nrnt. 
refpect from the Ittfanal dignity in cathedral, collegiate, 
and fuch like churches, " auibus perpetud inlUulantvr" ^ '■ tu. n. 0. 
— " Sunt hi bttanf temporalet ad aliquid minijierium fub 
epi/copo vel archidiacono (al, arcMepifcopo) exercettdum con- 
Jiituti ; — nee ftabent mjiitutionem canonkam tanqudm in 
benepdo." — And again, " quolibet anno mutantitr Irttant, i- ".• til ?. gi. 
etjitml novi." To the fame purport writes John de Atho, 
in his earher glolUiry on the Legatine Con/iittUiona of 
Cardinal Otho, in the canon " ne caufs matrimontaUs 

Digitized^yGOOgle 



14i4 l^mion anil Xx«titvtim. [Part ID. 

judkibus ingyeritis committantur; " — " non tji perpetuut 

gi.faKc*bK«nf. (fcil. ttetanas niralfs) etjie confuetudinem prafcrib&-e non 
pqffet,—fed eji amotivus ab <ifficio ad nutum fvperioris, 
cjffus tJi minifter." And once more the Bifhop of St. 
David's, on the fame point of prefcription — " cum taU$ 
'I- toetanf nitaU* ' non Jini perpetui, et quicquid faciunt, Tton 
Juo fed alieno nomine faciunt, etiam raiione confuetudinit 
pnEfrribere non poJurU" 

Similar was the intended regulation of the office in 
the ReformeUio Legum Ecclejiajiicarum — " Munus aulem 

■HL Mil. «. T. e;&$ (arci&fpreBbjiteif ruaifranf) erit armuum" But in the 
Proceedings in Convocation about l&nxal IBtaiu, in the 
reign of Queen Anne, the period of IricanBl tenancy, 
recommended by the Upper Hot^e, was three years ; — 

ccKAjifl. "unlefs caufe (hould appear to the bKhop for altering 
the faid term ;" — or, as the latter claufe was amended 
by the Lower Houfe, — " unlefs gretA caufe fhould ^ 
pear to the bifliops and archdeacons having jurifdiction, 
or to the bifhop where there is no archdeacon baring 
jurifdiction, for difplacing them fooner." 

p«ti.p.iTB. True, therefore, it is, as remarked by the Hiftorian of 
the Antiquities of Canterbury, that tutal fteans were " ge- 
nerally amotive, and removeable ad nutum conjiiiuenti*^' 
— but there have been exceptions to the rule. 

In fome places, by virtue of cnftom and the grants of 
bifhops, they enjoy a perpetual jurifdiction, fubordinate 
only to the bifhop and archbifhop; — they are ' 



OMM'iOarf./. (') Which was the reafon, GibfOD obferres, why the Teali (be tttnK 

nfj^n^^ nual had for the due return of citations, and the difpatch of fnch bnli- 

mt.p.sn. nefs aa they were employed in, had only the name of the office (and not, 

as other feals of jniifcHction, the name of the pegrfbn alfo) engraven on 
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epi/a^ et archiepi/copi" and have power of acting by 
Uiemfelves or deputies. Of this nature are the beans of ^^'h^' 
Shoreham, Croydon, and other the archbifhop's pecu- JSr.'iTsi.*''* 
liars ; who have archidiaconal jurifdiction under the 
archbiihop, and are fubject to him alone. The official . 
principal, vicar-general, or commiflkry of the archbiihop, 
have no concurrency of jurifdiction in thefe bcBndes ; 
but appeals lie from the bean to the official principal, 
and they are fubject to the archbiihop's vifitation by 
himfelf or his vicar-general. 

Under the title of Setanf rutaUs, modem writers alfo. Bum-, ^f. 
fometimes, place the beans' of Battle, Backing, Middle- p-"^ 
Aom, St. Burton, GFuervj/ey, and Jersey, all of whom are 
perpetual, and in our days are more correctly called 
beans of peculiars ; though feveral, or perhaps all, may 



(*) BadU ot BaiUU—De fieOo— u an ancient Qnitqi of Suflex, a 
pfi'^M" jnrifiUctiotk mlhont a cJu^ter. See Dn^dale's Monqfiiam An- 
glieamm. Part xix. p. 239. New EiSL 

Bocking'm the head of Ae ardibifhop's pecolian in Eflex utd Snflblk ; 
firar of whidi are fitoated in ElTex, and three in Soffiilk ; and all fubject 
to the Dtn of Bocking, as archiepifcopal oommiiraiy. Set Honnt*! 

Eff'M. 

MidtBehatn is a collegiate dmrch in the gift of the crown, with jnrif- T.D.WUtikar't 
diction, pTivilegcB, and exemptions, animpeacbed and andiminifhed to y^**™*^™' 
the prefent day. "Rie btan has the probate of wills, and fome other 
lights of ecdefiaftical jurifdiction within his paiifh, together with a court, 
aa offidal, and a feal of office^ " 1^ panx^ clurdbe hath beene, as 
fun wene," ftya Leland, " a collegiate chirdie. The parfon is yet 
cwilled the titan of Iffidleham. Richafd the 3d lay at itt, and colle- 
giated die chirche there, but Henry the 7th toke the new coB^e laud 
swsye." 

St. Bufiaa enjoys its tMtsnal dignity immediately under the crown ; St Boriaft'* 
the Xun exerdling an independent jurifdiction in all ecdeliaMcal antHM^jiB- 
■nntteca within the pariAi and its dependencies. He is rector, and entitled aw, p. ST. 
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have fpning originally from tftanx rutal. Indeed, Sir 
Henry Spelman so thinks with regard to some of them : 

L — " Sunt etiam in rure," fays he, " tretanf pauculi, nuBi 
collegio pr^Jecii, Jed jurifdicttone quSpiam gaudentes, ut 
bccanuK Croideni<£ in comitata Surna, betantw de Beth, 
i. SSatttlj in comttatu Caniii, Sic. Videntur €x nitaUntn 
Uf tanocum genere Juijfe : quod hinc ab ^ufcopo, illinc ab 
archidiacono, vel exhaujiutn omnind eft, vel priftinojplen- 
dore denu datum." 

',, But to come to less equivocal tieanx: — In the diocefe 
of Norwich, the continuance of lieans raral in office feems 
to have been perpetual, and their admilTion more folemn 
than elfewhere. For, in the time of Archbifhop Witlefey, 
while that fee was vacant, collations to feveral ratal 
beantfts occur (whereas in other places they are called 
admiffions only) ; and, in an ancient metropolitical vifl- 
tation of the fame diocefe, the firft in every btants is fuch 



'i. Bvrian : where alfo a viTitaticm court ii held in 
his name, chnrchv aniens fwom, and nilk proved, &c. "nie appeal from 
his court is directly to the king in conncU. Three prebends were attached 
- to this royal peculiar from the Conqueft downwardB ; bat before die 
Reformation, tun and prebendaries had deferted St Beriana and her 
flirine. " Ther longeth to S. Btiryttu a htanc and a few prebendarys," 
fays Leland, " that almod be nether iher." Leland's IHn. vii. 127. Ttm 
andent fanctuary, witb its titular IM an, has not much, alTuredly, in com- 
mon witb the conftitation of an ordinary ratal titcxiurtt. 

The ttantiea of Guemfiy and Jtrfey prefent more points of refem- 
blance ; and, on that account, I have felected from their canoiu atid con- 
/iUuUotu eccl^/itfflical of the reign of James I. fome few r^ulationa of 
the tutanal office, its character and fnnctiouB, as then appointed in thofe 
remote parts of the <^cefe of WindieAer. Thefe cKtracts are diftribnted, 
Mtber as text or foot-notes, nnder the varioufi heads to which they 
^^ly. See Falle's and Morant's Jerfey, and Berry's Guen^ey. 
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an one, perpetuus btcanns'. To which may be added> 
fays the bilhop of London, what we find before, in the 
r^gifter of Archbifliop Peckham ; who commands the 
biihop to fequefter " pr&ventus omnium bttanatiroin, in 



( < ) On Ifae conation of Henry Goldwelt to the Umt^ of Cranwich in ^ S^Mt. 
Norfolk, ibii mjomction ia entered : " Et epifcopiu virtate obedien&e, 
JirfiAiir i/yunxit ottmSnu etJvngvUi abbatibut, prior, rector, near, cu- 
raii*, ^c. tarn clericu ?u^fn laicit per dicL ^ttnurt. quod Henrico Gald- 
wello btcmo perpetuo eorum, obe£ant pari&r et iitiendant m ommbuM 
UctHt, catunact/qne mandatM." 

The Ittan of Roddand-Toft in Norfidk exerdfed joriidictioii ova BlumeO^t 
tfairtj ledOTS and vicars befides the three parilhea within the bonods of y^l^^ 473, 
tns own incnmbency : he was, as well as the other \UKwt, Mr. Blonwfield Vi^ n. op. M. 
tells nft, collated by the bifhop. All the Iltsnti(# had pecnHar feals ap- 
propriated to them. They were not temporary, or durante epyhopi bene 
ptaoito, bnt perpetual offices ; and were often refigned and exchanged 
Sot other preferments in the chorcfa. Mr. Blomefield gives a lift of the ToL iv. p. 03. 
ItunMof Rockland from j^.D.MCccxv. to .J.i).iicccoxcviii.; of tbofe of gjs.' ^ 
Thetfiud from A.D. hclxxv. to A.D. mccccxx. ; of Cnnwich from 
A.D. MCCcxT. to A.D. MDix. ; of Brecdes from A.D. mcocx. to A.D. 
MccccLXTi. ; of Hingham from A.D. mcccvil to A.D. hcccclxvii. ; of 
Norwich dty from ^.D. hcgxvi. to ^.D. HDxrx. ; of Homiliart orHnm- ToLni. pp.M. 
ble-yard from A.D. hoclvi. to A.D. mccccxlvii. ; of Deflwade from VoLTui.pp.iBI. 
^.D.MCcxvi. to A.D. Mcc»cxcviii. ; of Bedenhall from .^.i). ucccxxvi. y"",^ i,,^ 
to .i4.D. HDixxiv. ; of Bnmhamfrom.^.D.HCCxviii. to.<4.i).MCCCciciT.; '" 



of Blofrdd fivm A J), mcclvi. to A.D. mcccilvii.; of Fincham from J^^'-ff-^'"- 
A.D. Mcci- to A.D. HDXvni.; of Repps fiwm A.D. mccciv. to A.D. VoLxi.p.l«. 
Hcccxxiix. ; of Lynn from A.D. ucccxv. to A.D. hoxliii. ; of Holt 
&om AD. Hcccxvm. to AD. hccccxsxix. ; of Brifley from AD. mccc 
to A.D. HcccoLii. ; of Broke bora A.D. hgclvi. to A.D. Hccccxxxvi. ; 
of HUcham from A.D. hcccxiv. to A.D. mccgxlix. ; of Flegg from 

A.D. MCCLVI. to A.D. MCCCCXLV. 

About AM. MoxL. the luial )}raitlini came all into the bifhop's hands, 
and their jnrifdictions into the archdeacons. Bang valuable preferments, 
they wen taxed for thnr annual profits to their refpective itttti in the 
Norwich taxation. 
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gmbus Bttanf, et injacerdotio conjiituti, non faciunt per- 
Jbnalem rejidentiam^ ." 
T.nwwioer'. AgMiij — If the anomalous perfonage, so fully and 
fei, B. II. c. I. amufingly defcribed by Dr. Whitaker, under the title of 
^ bean of Whalley, can be conMered a ratal litan, we have 

an example of the office being hereditary. But, clofe 
as this ftrange perfonage approximates to the corban of 
Ireland (in being compounded of patron, incumbent, 
ordinary, and lord of the manor), and aware, as I am, 
that Sir Henry Spelman views the corban as the coun- 
terpart of the lican ratal of England, I cannot fublcribe 
to the accuracy of the opinion which would confound 
thefe eccleflaftics under the feme general character. 

A lefs doubtful exception to the office's limitation, 
the paftor of Great Budworth affords, in the notice 
"^•Ojg^ beftowed upon it in his Defenfive Doubts^ hopes, and 
reqfoni, for refufall of the Oath, impqfed by the Jixth 
canon of ffte late Jynod—" In this diocefle (Chefter), the 
bcBius for many yeares pafl have had a great part of 
epifcopaU jurifdiction fhared among them," fays John 
SfJIft^S.^^ Ley ; — " and this, by patent for lives or yeares, from 
the bifliops, allowing fometimes larger, fometimes lelTe 
authority, unto them." — Which flatement I find con- 
firmed by a manufcript Ictrger in the pofleffion of Mr. 



BUtilK-Joh. 
DrokBiwtfbrd 
tp'L B.W. 



(') Bifliop Keuett's 0lt. addidons to his own copy of hia Patvchial 
AttUqmtiea dte the following extract from the regifier of John Droken*- 
ford, bi/hop of Bath and Wells {A.D. mcccix. — Mcccxzix.) 

" Mcccsiv. 13. kaL Oclob. Job. de RooleDiam ad qfficuan xK^iprtf- 
bjltmtUK m eccVia de Pokyuj^ton femtndumformam ordinationi* dieti 
ttttifXt^lfinKAt qui peMi d'num nmanet ad prefenL d'na Aliam de 
KdoviI dkUe eeeeia et m^ifxtiisttxttAtl patrotut." 
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Ward, the prefent deputy regiftrar of that diocefe, who 
kindly granted me permiflion to confult the fame. 

Though in the year hcc, it is clear, that the ratal 
)U8ia or vice-archdeacons, as they are often denominated 
in the %t1istX'ho9b, were remoTeable at the will of the 
archdeacons, yet, it is prefumed, that, at the time of the 
erection of the fee of Chefter (out of the furrendered m*.%«vr. 
jmnfdictions of the two archdeaconries of Richmond and n!:Tb,r«qq.' 
Chefter) the nuel lieans held their offices for life ; as 
they, beyond all doubt, fubfequently did. At the period 
alluded to, ntral beans were fubfifling, and did not fur- 
render their functions as the urchdeacons did, but con- 
tinued (as before placed by the archdeacons) in their 
refpective litanrits under the diocefan biftiop of the new 
fee ; who deemed it expedient, from time to time, as the 
trttanatts dropped in, to continue to perpetuate them by 
patents for lives' ; the titani being ftill poflefTed of the 
I^e fubordinate jurifdiction which they had exercifed 
under the archdeacons; — a jurifdiction obtained by long i^<im,p.e. 
cuftom, dilUnct from the ordinary jurifdiction of the 
diocefe; and entitled to independent actuaries, regi- 
fb'ars, &c. of its own. 

The engraving of the name with the ofBce on tiiejeal l^^^'^/^' 
of the nwal beans of Manchefter, Mr. Whitaker remarks, ^^- ''±''- 

pp<S91-^598- 

of itfelf proves the appointment to have been there Jbr 
life: — indeed the fame perpetuity belonged to it, as to 
tie other bccanatts of the old archdeaconry of Chefter, 
of which it formed a part — a perpetuity, which, the cited 

(>) See the evil ef thia fyltem of patatlt /or Iwti, as practifed in the 
dioceli! of Qieller, in the etlate of that diocefe in the lime of Bilhop 
Bridgeman, printed from the §tLi. Xftgn-Vook. SpptntlU of doco- 
menU of this jft^ N,°. vi. 
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hifiorian affirms with his wonted pofitivenefs, imiverlally 
attached to the office at its firft inftitution '. 

In the archdiocefe of Salzburg, it feems, beans mcBl 
■ were wont to hold on beyond the bifliop's pleafure, " ita 
utjtbiperfuadeant,fe eo qffkio, etjurifdictione, ob quam- 
cunque caujant non pojfe dejlitui: " — to counteract which 
uncanonical notion, the fynod of mdlxix decrees, that all 
elected beans fhall appear before the ordinary for infti- 
tution, and afterwards perform the duties of their office 
to his entire fatisfaction, as the condition of their con- 
tinuing to hold the fame ; — " Qua in re," concludes the 
contlitutioni, " neque alicui^t irguria, cum ktfftt/cemodi 
munera, mera fint epyboporum <iffiaa, quibus futs pro- 
videre ac confulere debent ovibug, Jibi H Jpiritu ftmcto 
commit" 

In fome places, where our rural functionary enjoyed 
a perpetuity of tenure, (and fuch, we are told, was the 
conftjtution of his chaise not unfrequent on the conti- 
nent, and at firft, perhaps, in many diocefes of Great 
Britain,) it is said, that he was diftinguilhed by the lels 
common title of plebsnttK ' — " A regimine plebis" — a title. 



p«adli,Ni>.iinl ^^"^ remember to have any where feea. Bat it is at leaA qnefiiooable, 

whether it was not for life. Not fo that of the Infhopa m ftartSnu in/l~ 

delmm of En^and. Their commiflion, at and after the Reformation, 

waa revocable. 

DutiatBigUt (*) U[>on the nature of this title, BiHiop Stillingfleet aSirda light, at 

%^yil'in.' '* o^>l^«l '^ England Toon after the firil InltitutioQ of « paroddal 

p- Ul< deigy : and ftom him it would appear, that the pl^taittifl of thofe days 

was not the fame, effentially, as oar Dean nital of after-days, however 

identified in the columnB of gloflaric^raphers. " l^ieie were fome 

cnret," fays he, " which had dupels of eafe belonging to them ; and 

tbey who officiated id them, were called copeUani, and had thur fnb- 

filtence 
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which> Filefac thinks, originated in the days of Pope Lu- 
cius III. (circa annum ucxxxxi.)* as fynonymous with 
partecus : but very many perpetual tttanK ratal were not 
pUtiani, and very many pUtianf were not btan« tutal. 

The tenn plebanus is of very rare occurrence in our 
Englifh councils, (indeed I remember to have met with 
it only once or twice); but in Tufcany, the Sbttntma Sbfl- 
besttina notes that the " attbifxtth^ttx mxalls communitir P«r. i *«r(6h 
eUcitur pU&antis alibi Betanos." And, from the treatifes ™J^^ ^^ 
<rf Aumiftin Barbofa de Canonicis et Dignitatibus &c., volh-a. ' 

^ . ,, MSCCLXIII. 

and Ferro Manrrique de Pracedentus et Pralationtbus 
Eccle^Jiicis, in Spam alfo, the title of pltbanns is com- 
mon amongft the canonifts. " yiebans," fays Johnlbn, 



fiftenee out of the oblaiiaiu and obreattona, and were ofieo perpdual 
and prtfenlaHve. And where the incambenla had feveral chapeh of 
eafe, and only afliftanta to fapply them, the canon law doth not call them 
netortt, but plAani ; who had a Tort of pecnliar jnrifdiction in lelTer 
matteTB ; bat ftill they were under the bilhop's anthority in vilitaliona 
waA other ecdefialtical cenfnrea, becaofe the care of the whole diooeft 
belonged to tum jure oommuTti, &c." And here let me add, that fome- 
what of Mm diaiacter may ftill attach to the Xtm raial abroad : or why, 
otherwiie, woald he have to perform, among" the duties of the yltbaniitt, 
Aat of preaching and teaching tn eetiefid pUhansli, (aa the mother 
dmrch of fubonUoate danghter-chapekO impofed open him by Galga- '^q'J ^" 
netti on the anthority of the cooncil of Trent, in fefs. v. de r^ormat. otm) d* fur* 
" ntllfjptnibstn verd ntaltl pre$l>}/terorum, et laicorum pUbania fiite Tu!™ii''ttJ3li 
euram gerit, contra tamen decretum epifcopi nuUI ortimare potejl. — Sed VtMia*, 
et ipfi, et aUi ojimet paroohialei, net curatat ecdefvu kabenie», thm in f^no. 
cmtojibw, tpiAim in via* per fe, vel <Uio* idoneoi, ft UgHinU impede 
JuerMy did>u$ faUem domiToeu, f^que JbUmKilm*, plebet fibi com- 
nAga»,pTQfuA et earum capaeUate pi^caM fahUaribui verin* : docmdo 
ea, qua /hire onailnu neceffarivm ^fl ad faluUm, annunciandaqtu eit 
CMR brevitale, et facilitate JirmomM oitia, qux eot dedinare, et wtuiet, 
quatfeetari oporteat, ut panam teterttam evadere, et ad^Um gloriam 
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" are the fame with besns itttsl, only fome lay that they 
were perpetual." 5aC.M.B.rfH. Vol. m. p. 73; Tho- 
maflin. V.etN.E.D. Tom. i. Part. ii.L.i. c.t. p.226.vui. ; 
and Dr. Whitaker's H{/?. o/* fFhalky, B. ti. c. i. p. 42. 

Whether iemporary oi perpetual, the ^pomtmeat to 
the office of trcan ratal was on no account to be fimo- 
niacally conferred : — " Jnkibemus" fays the fourteenth 
canon of a Farifian council {A.D. hccxu.), repeated ovro- 
\e|n in the fixteenth of the council Rouen (A.D. hccxit.), 
" ne btcanams niaU% ad temptu vet in perpetuum * pro 
pecunid vet aliquo pretio aUcui conferantur,^cutJlatutum 
eji in concUio Lateranenfi et Turonenfi. Eos gut contra 
hod venerint decementes, praUr pomat in conciUis com- 



coT^equi vaUani," 8k. Ste the leanied remarlu of Hnratori, in hii 
feventf-fouitli diflerbUion, AnIiquiL Med. JEvi, Tom. ti. od the eccle- 
fialtical incombents termed plctatn ud >ntlt^(rt|tn( — ud a Bnll oS 
Pope Alexander III. (A.D. mclxtih.), Tom. vi. coL 423. ccmfinning to 
B pirtnt the fubject chnrc^es of his pUboMtt : and at p. 44 1, one of 
ArchbiOiop Anfelm of Ravenna, confintung to an attj|)|pn^]ttn hiti 
fnbordioate capells &c {A.D. jIclvi.) 

(*) Defplte of protubiloiy canons, certain rents were andently pud 

Sf xsptnHr, W ^ vaxtl ttttntf of Cheflcr to Uk Inlhops of that fee ; as ^pean from 

QbOimPatMM. itie followliig clanfe in one of thdr patents, " JImfi&ndo niiUIoMMU 

oMTuiot redditu* ex dictU Qtuaatihiil amunUi no6it et fiteeeffbfibui 

nqfirU dtbilo modo et tetaporibut amfii^U : " and from the fame, or the 

like clanfes, in all other ptOeiOi of the ntsl XuxM ■■ — ^tn fbme of which 

the fam payable is particnlarly eKprelTed. The rents amounted fiimwriy 

only to 241. 10*. Sd., 611 about two bnndred yean ago ; when the value 

of money having advanced, the bifhops advanced diem to lOOJl, the 

Dr.ABA««*i fom they had to pay to their ardideacons. Snch a refervatlon of an 

^^'^a!' """"^ payment out of die bn«Ml jitnfdl<^n, although, in comntoa 

peiui Ittgiflr. cafes, it would be a forfeiture of the office and the power of granting tt 

^Mo^- C^- (jaj ^^ ji^^ 5 ^ g ^„_ VI.}. being here founded on ancient cuflom. 

does not place it within the prohibitory flatute. 
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prehenfaa, Juxta pralatorum arhitrium gravi ptenA pkc- 
tendos." And the eighteenth canon of a Spanilh coun- 
cil (incerti hci circiter A.D. mccxvi.) enacts, *' cum artfif- ss. ca Tobl 
ftt%bpttxsitWifpiritualemJttrifdictionemhabeant; d^ftricti 
prohibemus ne ax^tftahisttxtHxa Jttb aliqud pert^one ad 
termmum alicui concedatur," 

The ofiSce of bean rural, now-^t-days, in England is 
generally held durante epifcopi beneplacito. But in the 
diocefe of Exeter it is an annual appointment, and in 
that of Winchefter it is the fame, in the inftance of the 
older inflitution (ftill nominally kept up) ; while in the 
new foimdation, under Bifhop Sumner, it is of unlimited 
duration. 

There are reafons, in the writer's opinion, why lieanx 
ratal fhould not be fo often as annually changed. To 
&y nothing of the improbability of all the clei^ of any 
Veants being equally well qualified, and equally conve- 
niently placed to fulfil the duties of parochial vifitation 
(for where the o£Sce is annual it is ufuaUy by rotation), 
it is fcarce poflible for any bean, however well fituated 
with r^ard to the parifhes fubject to his infpection, and 
bent upon performing the duties of his ftation, to be 
really ^cient of much good within fo fhort a period of 
fervice as one year. He may infpect and order repairs, 
without doubt, but there is little chance of his feeing 
them executed before his fhort-lived authority will have 
expired. In many cafes a fecond and a third parochial 
villtation may be required, to infure the completion of 
neceflary alterations and reparations by churchwardens 
and others: and how can this be effected upon one 
confiftent plan by an ever-changing fiinctionary ? 

The Ittan ratal Ihould be appointed for an indefinite ^ 

ii.yC.oogle 
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period — that is, for as loi^ as the bUhop may think fit 
to depute to him the tnift — which will genially be as 
as loDg as the Bean is refident within the jurifdiction, 
and performs the duties of his calling to the latis&ction 
of his employer — quamdiii/e beni gefferit. 

In fome cafes it is neceflary to divide ellabliihed ratal 
beanrfes into two, three, or four jurtfdictions, according 
to their extent, and to allot a fuperintendant to each, in 
order to fecure the full advantages of parochial vilitation 
to every chiirch and manfe, with as little trouble as pof- 
fible to the bilhop's vicarious infpectors. But whatever 
the extent of fupervilion, whether over ten, fifteen, or 
twenty pariflies (few jurifdictions contain lels than the 
firft or more than the laft number), in every inftance, 
the o£Bce will be more efficiently exercifed, if it be of 
unlimited duration. The circumfcribed period of his 
officialty deprives the annually-elected btBn of the great 
inducement to vigilance and activity, which die more 
permanent functionary enjoys in the confcious certainty 
of being able to carry forward and complete any required 
meafures of amelioration by his perfonal agency. 

The evils of the annual fyftem of election and change 

are pointed out by Dr. Atterbury in his archidiaconal 

Charge to the Clergy at Totnefs ; and wherever the 

officer is fubject to yearly mutation, the advice of the 

archdeacon is worth attending to, as it fuggefts the only 

means of paUiating an acknowledged imperfection — 

^ert^^r- "When Sean* rwal are chofen," lays Atterbury, " it 

^^lij were to be wiflied that they would, as foon afterwards 

^^^^ as conveniently they can, fet about the work, without 

>«L II. ' deferring it, as they too often do, to the very tame of the 

expiration of their office ; when they have neither l^ure 

I ,Coot;^lc 
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nor inclination to make due inquiries, or, at leaft, due 
prefentments upon them; but fatisfy themfelves with 
the promifes of the refpective perfons. Incumbents, to let 
things right, ivithout having time left fufficient to obUge 
them to perform thofe promifes ; which are made again, 
pediapB, to the next btan tural, towards the clofe of his 
<^ce alfo, with as little effect as they were to the former : 
and thus dilapidations and the decays of churches in- 
creafe without end and without remedy." 
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PART IV. 
^fit personal jFonttfons of "Ktms Hiiral. 

SECTION t 

Introductohy Suuhary of Pkrsonal Duties. 

F the per/bnal duties of the oriental titan ntta] 
(if we may fo call the Laodicean impio- 
dBTTHi — the fucceffor of the xopEmzaonoi) 

we have faid as much, in our preceding 

pages, as the brief notices of his office in the records of 
the Eaftem church will warrant. Referring the reader 
suom Dccu- to Part II. § I. ]^. ZJ,Jegq. of the prefent work — to the 
BevBrofr^fw- notes annexed to Dr. Priaulx's Brief Accotmt &c. — to 
p^TB, feqq. Suiccr's T. E. in voce — and to Balfamon, Zonaras, Ari- 
' '' ' ftenus, Jultellus, and Beveridge ad Can. lvii. Laodicen. 
— ^for ferther information refpecting the oriental officer 
(whofe character is no otherwife known to us than by 
the canon of his primary inftitution, and the commen- 
taries upon it), we will proceed at once to the parfiyttal 
Junctions of the occidental Iftan, as exhibited in the defi- 
&<iPMtt. fti- nitions and glolTes of our ableft canonift, Bilhop Gibfon. 
'^ ' '^'*' and the authorities cited, or referred to, in his Codex of 
Ecclefiajiical Law. 

Thefe defcriptions fummarily difpatched, we wiU 

r, I I Coch;^Ic 
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afterwards take up the canons illufirative of the office in 
detail — collected^ with conOderable care, fi:X)m the whole 
' range of European councils, church-hiftories, and other 
authentic documents — and digefted and arranged upon 
fuch a plan as to afford the cleareft and fulleft mforma' 
tion refpecting the vijitational, Jynodical, and other mul- 
ti&rious branches of the bean ratal's perfonal duty : — 
noticing, in our prc^refs, any occafional points of refem- 
blance between the eaftem and weftem ecclefladics, 
which a more particular examination of the betansl duties 
of the Latin church may call to our recollection in the 
glofles of fcholiafts and commentators on the cftoitpfsti^al 
and pnfobeatsl of the Greek. 

"The proper office of a ratal Bean', however confti- cocUxi.b.j. 
tuted," lays Gibfon, " was the inaction of the lives and vol u. p. wt 
manners of the clergy and people, within their diltrict, 
in order to be reported to the bilhop." In the body of 
the canon law (already cited in the Latin, in Part n. § i. o^-Ong.ii. 
p-43.) it is fo defcribed; and, in Dr. Field's verllon of«-'*- 



(■) Hie perTonal rank of the ittial KttftfxtfiiStn funuB & queftbn, 
feemiiigl;, of difficult folodon to the cBnoniAa. After k brief eipoli- 
don of the opinions of others, Michael Ferro M&nrrique, a Spuiilh 
canonift,thuinirorves it ;— " flttfli^lrtlttrri mxtltffeu^thml Scuntur TncMvd* 
^ m aliqud dignUaUjaUem largi, gtiamji comientum avt cottegium mm ^p^^^f^ 
kabemii; fed JoSmi pldtem fitam el derieot ^/itu, quibiu prteftnt :" — M ^ hfi i cti , 
his realbiu being — " qitHi tales n^fbftt^bfitti haberU, qti^em juri/£e- pp.s8,3^4a 
Uonem, nedum m/olicUudine et cvrd divinorvm ei pltbania, twritm in 
reiaauMmdo epi/copo, et ad ilium referenda ameta, ipia in jdebibiu 
aedderinL" Inafmach u they are " prttjidet et prtelaH et ordinarii et 
pqffbni mmara negoHa deeidere tanqu^m judice* habattei juriJSio- 
Hmum, et graniora referre, ergd poftH JUnt in aUquA dignilate, &c." 
Laftly, tondiing precedency, he fnbjoins, ratal nitipTittftt "tanquimpng- 
lati prtecedttnt omnei in eccleftu plebtijiug, tHam rectoretparDeMaUum." 
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Cbimiflimtf' ^^® fiune title, in the following terms — " That each divi- 
*rMmiii. ih ^°" °^ ^''^ people of God in their feverall limits have 
*w- ^^ their artj6jw8tigMr, who may not only take care of the 
JjJ-";- rude and ignorant multitude, but may alfo with contt- 

i?;^ifc!"'*' ^"^^ circumfpection obferve and looke unto the life and 
N.E.D.7.{. converfation of the presbyters, which dwell in the ieffer 
pp. 2!s, f<^q. titles, and fbew unto the bi£hop with what diligence each 
M. ac B. h. I. of them performeth the worke of God. Neither let the 
'*' ' bi£boppe contend and fky, that the people committed to 
his charge need no ait^pteslistn, as if he himfelfe were 
able fufSciently to goveme the lame; becaufe, though 
he be exceeding worthy, yet it is fit he Ihould divide his 
burthens, that as be is over the mother church, fo the 
8Ttgpu8bst£is may be over the people abroad, that the 
ecclefiafticall care ftf^er not, or be not too weake in 
any thing. Yet, notwithftanding, let them referre all 
things to the bilhop, neither let them prefume to order 
fuiy thing againft his liking and decree." 
g^J^^ The like defcription of the office is alfo found in liie 
Ejd«M«tMi- Reformatio Legtan, of which 1 quote Bifhop Kennetfs 
' verflon — forefeeing that I Ihall have occafion to cite 
PandiiQijna- mauy claufes of the Latin text in the fequel : — " That 
pTm' '"■ every licBnets ihould have a ratal attliiiiestiBtcr appointed 
by the bifljop, or by the ordinary of the church, whofe 
office fliould be annual ; who, as a watchman, Ihould 
continually fupervife the presbyters, deacons, church- 
wardens, and fextons, that all of them difcharge their 
refpective duty. Who fliould inquire of all idolaters, 
heretics, flmoniacs, bawds, whores, adulterers, forni- 
cators, perfons who had two wives or two husbands, 
forcerers, witches, calumniators, blafphemers, fodomites, 
drunkards, forgers, and pe^ured witnefles in teflamentary 
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caufes> and all violators of the ecclefiaftic laws, and the 
injunctionB of the hiibop. And fhould hare authority 
to cite before them and to examine all perfons fufpected 
of fuch crimes ; and then within ten days fliould return 
in writing to the bifhop or ordinary of the place the 
whole matter of the accufation, whether by public fame> 
or attefted by the depofition of witnefTes, or juftly fu- 
i^>ected. And if any perfon refufe to come to him when 
duly cited by the apparitor, he fhall be cenfured as con- 
tumacious. Sec. And within every fix months the faid 
ntal bean fhould inform the bifhop or ordinary of the 
place, how many fermons had been preached in his 
ttanne within that fpace of time." 

" And where, in the plan that was under confideration ^','^^i„_ 
mm. uDLxii," cMitinues Gibfon, "the fame duty is laid e^viii.p.»Ti. 
out, it is expreflly added, — But the faid bean not to deter- 
mine any thing in thqfe matters." 

" This report to be made to the bilhop concerning 
the manners of the clergy, and people, rendered them 
vecejfary attendants on the epifcopal fynod or general 
viOtadon, which was held for the &me end of infpecting 
in order to reformation : and they might on account of 
the informations given by them be fometimes called 
Tejies Synodales ; but not, I conceive, excluflve of the 
Tejies Synodalea properly fo called, or that thefe fuc- 
ceeded the nual btans in the office of detecting (however 
thofe things have been affirmed); fince they have no 
fuch title given them, in any canon or conflitution, that 
I have met with ; and it is alfo certaui, that the calling- 
out the Tejies Synodales at fynods, was in practice, long 
before the declining Jiate of the ratal tteans." (See Sec- 
tionin. Editor.) 
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£tt. Ednrd. 
Coattlk.e.St. 



" But however, at firft, the office of tntal btans was 
merely inj^tion ; by degrees they became poflefled of 
a power to judge and determine in fmaller matters; and 
therefore, upon the forementioned rule of the canon 
law, (quoted entire, with its glofs, in earlier pages, from 
S^' m?nm **** council of Pavia A.D. dcccl.), at the words omcfa 
e.iT. EBiToa. tamen rcferant ad epifcopum, the glofs defcribes the im- 
provement of their power by cuftom, prater minora, 
qua ipji aiCJ&fprcs&Bltti detenmnare pqffwU, cum habeant 
ordmaritunjuri/dictionem : — which is, in effect, the fame 
conltitution that we find in the laws of Edward the 
CJonfeffor, concerning the Decemvir, or the Head-man of 
every tything, in the iiate : I/ii inter viUat et vidnot 
catyat tractabant, et /ecttndum forigfacturat emendationet 
eapiebafU, et concordationes fadebant, videlicet, depc^ctda, 
praHi, mtffibui, et de litigationibus inter vtcinoi, et tRnu- 
meraUbui hiffufmodi decertationibus, qua humanam Jragi- 
litaiem infejiant, et earn ince/pmtir oppugnant. Cum au- 
tem caiffa nu^ores erumpebant, referebantur adfuperiores 
eorumju/Htiarioa, &c." 

" This then was the ^onAng office of ttiral tteaiw,— 
To infpect the manners of the people and clei^, to 
determine lelfer matters themfelves, and to report the 
reft to their ecclefialUcal fuperior*. But, as to other 
branches of power (fuch as inductions, inqiiifitions, de 
^SSSdluM^ ^*^^ PotronatiU, cultody of vacant benefices, trial of 
Hj^^vd.11. caufes by delegation, and the like) which have been 



T^ tiH^''aO. *' ea^efi^/acontm fm dyirkt&i pafiorett ipfanmqtu parotAxantM 

Editob. mce-epi/aopo dincHani inUndere ; vi vd igfi difectui eorrigtuU, vel ad 

ffltnw ejHfccpum de ommfriu pUni inflrumU." ~ 
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placed to their account, as branches of the offxt; in thefe 
they feem otily to have heea ocmfionaBx/ employed by 
their eccleflaftical fuperiors, to whom they fwore obe- 
dience at their adndffion. And therefore the faying 
that they yrerefotnetimes em^oyed in fuch matters, would 
have been lels apt to mi/lead the reader, than the repre- 
fenting fuch duties, wherein they were but occafionally 
employed, as powers of right belonging to the office." 

" It hath been alfo affirmed, that parochial vi/ttatioru 
are part of the office : and it is true, that where the 
Lcderan council determines the retinvM of vi/itors, and 
allows to archdeacons five or feven horfes ; it is added, 
9tcattf conjiituti fub epifcojns (al. ip/is, in marg.) duobus 
eqtds contend exijiant : but I may venture to fay, that, 
though the faid Laieran canon is transferred by the 
bulk into the 'Canons of the council of London, ann. mcc. ; 
yet in all the Provincial and Legatine Conltitutions, or 
the glofTes upon them, there is not the leail intimation 
of their being parochial victors, or their having any con- 
cern therein ; which work, by the whole tenor of them, is 
fuppofed to belong wholly to archdeacons, as the legal 
adminiftrators of that branch of the epifcopal jurif- 
diction." 

Hitherto Biffiop Gibfon and hu authorities. — But, 
perhaps, it will not be going too far in the humble col- 
lector of thefe notes on the betanal offfu of ^t tountiB, 
to fay, that the learned canonift, in the foregoing ftate- 
ment, is at iflue with other antiquaries, and poffibly 
miflaken. 

It is difficult to fay what were permanent powers of 
right, and what of temporary delegation. Strictly fpeak- 
ing, the former were very few ; and, fuch as they were. 
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perhaps, more extenfively annexed to the oflBce on the 

continent than in England, and in forae places here than 

in others ; and fo feeming contradictions may be recon- 

j" ISw: ciled. " Circa hac aliaquejura et officio axt^ifxtib^ttxomm 

trim, pirt ;. notandum, illaplurimum ex confuetudine, et injiructionibtu, 

p. SI. ■ feufacultatibus, qiuE axcbifttib^ttxli injingulia ditBceJibut 

dari confueverunt, d^endere et variari: aded ut ex con- 

Juetudint out decreto unius dicece^s quoad Jimilia ad alias 

dicectfet ordinarii non ItcetU inferre." 

^Jp^tf ^^- Somner acknowledges the undejined n&tme of the 

PMi I. pp. 17J, oflBce of beans rtttal. " Their jurifdiction," fays he, " for 

ought that I can find, is not fo certain, nor particularly 

laid down any where, as it can be faid to be, of this or 

that form, or to be thus or thus bounded out. And 

therefore as they are generaUy amotive, and removeable 

ad nututn conjiituentis, fo is it arbitrary to the fuperior 

that ordains them, I fuppofe, with decency and order, 

what charge or buDnefs they fliall undergo." 

Be their powers what they may — we judge of them 
alone by their exercife; and however fubordinate our 
rural ordinary may at all times, and in all places, have 
been, the great machine of eccleflaftical difcipline having 
been principally conducted and applied by his agency in 
country diltricts, he mult be viewed as an important 
perfonage in the by-^one days of his plenary jurifdiction 
— ^fuch as the following pages wUl ftiew him to have once 
polfelTed at leaji by eplfcopal commiifion. An officer to 
whofe perfonal vigilance, fubordinate to, or a part from, 
the archdeacon, as the cafe might be, the bilhop con- 
figned the vicarious vifitation of the rural cantonments 
of his diocefe — the fupervifion of the clergy therein as 
to manners and function — the detection of vice — the 

h,Coot;^lc 
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%>port of churches and ecclefiafUc&l manlions — and the 
care of all things which concerned the public worlhip of 
Almighty Gfod — cannot have been other than a moft 
influential member of om: rural church-police, while 
capacitated to fulfil and actually difchai^ng fuch grave 
and vital duties ; and, in the ratio of his then importance, 
an interefting fubject of antiquarian invelligation to mo- 
dem ecclefmftica. 
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SECTION 11. 

Parochial Vis[tatio 



begin with an effential breinch (as the writer 

believes) of the bian luraPs perfonal functions 

— the cardinal duty on which nearly all the 

reft depend — parochial vijttation : — Never at 

V'i"ea ^°y period, according to the compiler of our Codex of 

^vm"i72"' *-*"*■"* ■^'^"'» <^d the raral artftprisbBttr attain to the 

right of parochial vt/ttatton ; though a parochial victor, 

by epifcopal del^ation, he has ever been, in every Chrif- 

tlan country, from his Jirji eftabliftunent to the prefent 

time. 

jnr. B«ief. " ^xt%i^xt%\fQitxi% ^vc tittaiifs luralfbus incumbert curam 

Tit.Ti.e.p.v. parockiarwn fuorum refpectivi dijirictuum extra dubium 

""■ " eji" Van Efpen obfervea, '* adedque jus eft artftfpreatiBtetfe 

vintandi duAas parocMcts, quotiis id neceffarium cut utUe 

videbitur, ut debitam parochia notitiam habere gueant." 

%al v*"so7 " Touching the power and authority of thefe ortliiites- 

bBlers," fays Dr. Field, " . . . . they were twife in the 

yeare to vifite aU the churches within the limits fubject 

to them, to fee what was there amifle, defective, or 

weake, that fo they might either reforme, fupplie, or 

ftrengthen the lame." 

Aiuuiuiiif$ Iff "'By cuftom warranted by law" Mr. Somner writes, 

p»rt I. p. (74 " many of them had a kind of jurifdiction * to vijit their 

Reprrtar.Caam. (') Dr. Godol[diiii eaumeralea the feveral officers, to whom.onder the 
( ^^ t' |ss ) ^"inp, the due execution of ecclefiBfticBl laws is entrafted. and who ** are 

I C.OOQIc to 
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btaniB, and to inquire of crimes and de&mations hap- 
pening in the fame, efpecially by the clergy, and to take 
cognifance thereof; correcting, for the fmaller offences, 
by themfelves ; and for the reft, referring them to the 
fuperior, the bifhop, namely, or archdeacon, at the next 
fynod, chapter, or vifitation, reporting unto them what 
they found, like as did the Irenarcha and Jpparitores of 
old, their ftotorta to the magiftrste." 

" They had power to vifit and hear caufea," fays Mr, ^„cint<ad 
Johnfon, " and a fort of authority, latterward, to correct tft^hMd. p. i. 
delinquent clergymen, but not to proceed to cenfure, &c." "■"'"■ ^ 

Such an opinion, ag^n, in modem days, the learned am, £,tgK. 
civiliMi Dr. Andrews expreffes :— " They had by law the ^^^^''■ 
right of vifitation both of the laity and inferior clergy. ^^''^^ 
In fmaller matters they had a right of jw^ing ; but in 
thofe of a higher nature, they were to refer to the bifliop, 
and to follow his directions. They had an ordmartf 
jurifdiction within their btanrfes : their attendants at the 
time of vifitation were reftrained, and their demands of 
ftrocuratUms regulated by the canon law." 

This early capacity, by Bifliop Kennett alfo denomi- F^oeUaiAnti- 
nated a right of vifitation, and ftated to have been long ^^Sl' ^"^ " 
retained, and exercifed ex confuetudine over all the 
churches, as well as clergy, of their Sianrds twice a^year 
(for all vifitations were at flrft parochial), Gibfon,as I 



to make mfpectioii into the manners of each particolar diocefe — the 
duacellor, commiffttrieB, Brcbdeacons, c^dals, and Otmn ntnl." And 
then (S5) he faya — " for the government of the chnrch, and correc.ion 
of ofifeuces by the afine^d (^cers, vt/Uatioju of parifhee and diocefes 
weK allowed, that fo all poQible care might be taken to have good 
order k^ in all places of the diocefe." Set alfo Molanna dt CanonicU, 
L. u. c. viu. pp. 15S-9. 
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have faid, altogether denies to beans niral in EngUnd. 
ctd€*i.s.A. "In all the Prornndal and Legatine ConJiitutioTU, and 
p. eTs"''*"*"^ the ghffia upon them," writes the canonift, " there is 
not the leait intimation of their being parochial vifitors^, 
or having any concern therein." 
d^,f^. Here, however, Mr. Whitaker afferts the bilhop of 
pp.384.as4. London to have made "a great miftake ;" for that the 
rural Irtan, as the ordinary and prelate of his treaneiB, like 
the archdeacon and bilhop, perfonally xA/ited every bene- 
ficed clei^yman and church ; and, like them, had a right 
to a procuration from each, or one day's entertainment 
for himfelf and his attendants. And aflbredly, unlefs 
invefted by the bifhopwith a mjttatorial capacity^ in fome 
fenfe or other of the term, rtttal beans could not have 
performed their duties of infpection in aidance of their 
fupreme head, the urban diocefan : — acting in whofe 
name, the primary objects of their office was to examine 
the demeanour of the clei^ and the conduct of the 
lai^, and to promote the important interefhs of religion 
in both : and the fecondary, to infpect the ftate of the 
firucture, and the condition of the fiimiture, in the rural 
churches ; and to keep the eccleflaftical houfes in good 
repmr. 

CCM.B.eiH. (■) Archbifhop Peckbam TeemB to acknowledge diem as parocAitU 

"■' '^ ■ t>i^tor* in his letter to AnUn biJhop of St. Afs{>h {A,D. uccLUStv.), 

hereafter quoted. He orders them to be procured for by the recton 

and vicare of die diocefe. 

Pmrhidal. Mb. In Lyndtrood'i glofs npon tha words aiU ordauuH in Archfaiftiop 

p,i24. """ Sbatford's mfUation conftitution (A.D, hcccliii.), Itral itmt we not 

excluded, tbon^, it mnft be confeflied, they ai« not named. Tlie glof- 

fograpber writes — " archidiactmit aquakt, d iTtfmoret eit" — whkb 

expluiation will idfnredly admit tttaiuil uDinatini. See the HeUfa Con- 

llitationa, iv. v. vi. beyond. ^ 
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"Cum atcSfpnsbpleri omnibus pa/ioribus et ecch/iaJlicU /•^■Bedp/t. 
fid dijiriclius Jyperintendere, et invigilare debedht," fays TitYi.«p.iii. 
Van Efpen ; " attendere guoque, num nihil in parochiis ^ 
fibi fu^ecHs, ad earum debitum regimen el cttram animo' 
rum fpectans negligatur; nihil evidentius, qudm inter 
prinuu att&fprtsbstetoniin obligaHones, ejfe paroddarum 
jibi fubjectarum exactam, et frequmtem vifitationem, qtd 
mediante in notitiam parochiarum venire, et corrigenda 
corrigere, aut ad epifcopum corrigenda referre queant." 

I am inclined to believe that they were parochial vi- 
Jitors of very early days — eftabliftied, in all likelihood, at 
the abolition of the t^ortfiiscopf to this department of 
office : — nay, as ptifoliealEe, with whom, in earlier pages, |^^?5L£s 
we have endeavoured to aflimilate them, they were ^ '"■ ""^ 
effentially vi/iton — " epifcoporum vkarii, qui regiones Coj^i.e-a. 
tpifcoporum circumibant et viiitabant, auctoritate quddam toLil^w. ' 
epifcopali, qud etiam defectw emenddffe, et alia qua vijita' 
tionum necejitaa pojiulabat, pere^ffe videntur." Vi^lu' 
tion was an attribute of their office even before it was 
delegated to the principal deacons ; who, under the title 
of archdeacons, at their original inftitution, had no rela- 
tion to the rural diocefe at large, but only to the epi- 
fcopal fee. 

But that rnral trtans or Btct^nsbsKn, or even ftiio- 
tfitttat, ever parochially vifited their fubject churches 
otherwife than by exprefs or implied permifflon and 
authority of their diocefan, I am far from affirming :-^ 
indeed, there is not a tittle of evidence, that they ever 
ezercifed this, or any other branch of duty, except as 
epifcopal delegates " in fubftitution and vicarage." So 
true is it, as aJTerted by Richard, that rural Bnii(insbsit», jnais/ucc. 
beans rural, and fomncous bicats, act not, "m''^ per cum- Tomui. p. m. 
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mijjionem, quee ad epifcopi nutum reoocari pote^ ;" hke 
their archetypes the ttEPio&Emi of the eaft^ of whom 
Boehmer fays, "Hi vicarii d nutu ^fcoporum d^ndebant, 
vmnia ad epi/copum referebant, et auctoritate epifcopi per 
ditece/in circwnibant." (loo. citat.) 

In this delegate capacity, presbyters acted as bistta- 
tores at a very ancient date, in the Weftem church, as 
they did under the title of periotrettta in the Eaft See 
Routh's ReHq. SacreE, Vol. in. pp. 34S. 382 ; and notes to 
Priaulx*s ^reiiHsc, N°. xxziii.* The bifhop had power 
^£cc.Ti>ni.*i. granted to him by the fourth council of Toledo (A.D. 
Dcxin.), of invefUng presbyters or deacons, vicarioufly, 
mth the exercife of parochial vifiaUon: — every diocefan 
being, by himfelf or deputy, obliged to m^ ammalfy all 
the churches and parifties of his diocefe. " Quod fi ipje 
aut languore detenttu, aut aliis occupaHombua trnpUcatus, 
id cxphre nequierit, presbyteros probabilea (probabiUs 
vita. Burchard. L.i. c. lxxxyii.) aut diaconos mittat, qui 



(') According to th« decree and direction of the Toledo Conndl, 
" we IbnU fiad," fays Dr. Field, " thftt tulhopa hindered by other em- 
ploymenta, ficknefle, weaknefle, or age, fo that they could not go in 
perfoa to Tifit their churcbei, fedt fome of their tMifi preAytert or 
deacouB, bnt efpedally the chiefe deacons, to performe the worke of 
vifitation for them, becanfe they bong the chiefe among (he deacons, 
which are bnt chnrch-fcrranta, were more attendant aboot them fi>t 
difpatch of all publick bufinelTes, than presbyters. Hiefe chiefe dea- 
cons, or archdeacons, at firft they fent onely to viftt, and to make report, 
bnt not to fentenliate any man's caufe, or to meddle with the correctiDg 
or reforming of any thing ; but afterward! in procefle of time they were 
authorized to heare and determine the fmaOeft matters, and to refbrme 
the lighter and lefTcr ofiences : and therefore in the connceU of Laterane 
under Alexaader the Third, it b ordered that the archdeacon Ihall not 
give fenlencc agunfl any one. Bnt in the councell of Khoane it is 

appointed, 
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et reditua bq/tlicarum, et reparationet, et mmiJiratUium 
vitam inquirant:" Can.xxxvi. — "which is th6 original," 
fays Bifhop StUlingfleet, " of the archdeacon's vt/itation; " a^ c^ 
and, I would add, of the "Otan tnral's, in the Latin church. 

The council of Chalon in France protects the paro- 
chial clergy from the intrulion of civiliana in the cha- 
racter of vi/ttor» (at variance alike, fays the canon, with ss.cctoiu.\u. 
eftablifhed cufiom, and canonical regulation) unle& 1^ 
cially invited by the Brtfi|imiisltr of the diftrict ; — which 
would indicate that the local clergy were, there and at 
that time, fubject to the latter's peculiar and exclufive 
infpection under the diocefan bifliop : Can. xi. In the Dto^ctpu*. 
fame office of perfoftal mfitation Rhe^non affociates the uo. vm. ' "' 
atcfiiidest with the btlhop and archdeacon at a later date. 

Agreeing, then, with the bifhop of London in his 
unquali6ed negation of all power in ratal beans to vijit 
de Jure (if fuch be the author's meaning in the above- 
cited paibge) independent of the diocefan, at leaft in 
England (for to the canons and cuftoms of his own 



appainted, that the aichietuxm and K^fxtllbsttt thall be fore-ninnen 
to die bifhop, and Aiall refonne the lifter and fmaller things they finde 
to be anufle." * 

" Hence in time it came, that archdeacoiu much nfed hy bifhopB, as 
moft attendant on tbem in the vifitation of ibeir chnrches, and reforminp 
Tome fmaller tUforden, at length by prelcription dbymed the correction 
of g^Tcater thingt, as having of long time pnt themfelves into the eier- 
cife of fach authority. And thus the deacons, or at leail the chlefe of 
them, the archdeacons (irhich at firll might not fit in the prefence of a 
presbyter, bnt being willed by him fo to doe) in the end became, by rea- 
fon of this their employment by the bifhop, to be greater, not onely than 
the ordinary presbyters, but than the artJtipttilbstnK dtemletves." &c. — 
8m Bifliop Mark's Charge to the Clergy <f Peterborough, iincccKxin. 
pp. 16, feqq. ' ^- i 
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country alone Gibfon alludes) j we will proceed to 
adduce, in chronological order, fuch memoranda of 
vi/itational meafures conducted by tlt&m tUTal, as the 
councils of Great Britain and the continent prefent; in 
order to fhew the important fact, that they did mfit " by 
fubftitution and delegation" under the fanction of the 
church • — beginning with a curious manual of inftruc- 
T^^Tc^L *^**°^ *** Iwans — (" C^ittila quibua de rebus magi/iri et 
ss^c^^a^ ft«ani perjingulcu ccclefiaa inquirere, et epybopo renuntiare 
coi.3, feqq. debeotit") (cotn HincmaT, archbifhop of Rheims, bearing 
date A.D. dccclii. — the earUefl, I beUeve, on record for 
regulating lurf-betanal inquiries by vi/itation. From this 
document, which the reader will find in the Sifftnljii, it 
is evident that rural Irians, eftabliibed in their trranries, 
made annual parochial vyitatiotis in France, in the middle 
of the ninth century : and, from the obhgation impofed 
on them to deliver yearly in July their vi/itational returns 
to the archbifliop, may be inferred the vicarious cha- 
racter of their infpectional journeys. 
Boehmsri/u Qut of this Rhcmifh formula of the middle of the 

Ei^UJia/i. Pro- , , , - , . . 

(j/im*. Lib. III. ninth century, probably, fprung the more copious m- 

i «xv. fbructions of Rheginon towards its clofe — " Injiructio de 

his, qua in mfitaiionibus»ea:lefiarum ejnfcopwn vel ^us 

minijiros per vicos, pagos, et parochias fua diieeefeos m- 

(') The power of the diocefan bilhop to delegate to an^tAstntf 

nital his vifiiaiorian right of parochial iofpection, as ofien aa nuy be 

expedient for the doe conferration of the chorchea and manfes of his 

diocefe, cannot be doubted— when he can do it (o any prttbyter-rardl ; 

{Cammiffiopn — and the fame is capable of fodi a commimon of tiifiUttitm. "Die 

rtSfaNV" bilhop of Chichefter anthorifed two clergymen ^A.D. hdclxxxti.) to 

iTonCarf. viftt every dinrch, parfonage-boufe &c., within an archdeaconry of hia 

* diocefe, and to make their return to him, or his vtcaFf«tenL 
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qtdrere otim oportuit." The latter table is fuppofed by 
BaluziuB ad Reginon. p. 533, to have been in general ufe 
in Weftem Europe ; though the abbot of Prumia com- 
piled his Difdplina Ecdtfic^ftiea, more efpecially, for the 
German churches. 

The celebrated councQ of Rome under Alexander III. ss.cc.r»m. 
(A.D. HCLXxix.) writing expreffly on the fubject of vifi' an.'iv. AtaaL 
tation, and confirmed by our own provincial council of scHpt-^Bt- 
London {AD. mcc), under Archbilhop Hubert, and by *"" 
the Legdime Conjiitutiotu of Cardinal Othobon {A.D. 
HccLEVui.), fets a limitation to the <oiJitatorial retinue of 
nttal tnsnn, as well as that of fuperior church-dignitaries; 
— " Qaocirchjiatuimus gudd archiepifcopi paroc/iias vifi- 
tantes, pro diverjitate provinciarum el facultatibw eccle- 
jiarum, quadragmta vel quinquaginta evectionis numerum 
non excedant: cardinales verd viginti quinque non exce- 
dant (thefe are omitted at London) ; arckidiaconi quin- 
que autjeptem; trecanf, conjiitutijiib ipjis, duobus equis 
exijiant contenti." And why Ibould the canon be thus 
reitrictire upon the latter functionaries if they never 
vifited parochialh/ ? " His omnibus," fubjoins Thomaffln, k m n. b. d. 
" jus erat vifitationis et procuradonis ; " and to all alike l. ti. c'liim. 
is forbidden, in then* retinue, the * accompaniment of ' ' ^ 

(■) Three yean aAer this coondl of Lsterva, tlie following curiooa colBer^ EeckC 
indnlgence to the BerWhire de^fy wm iGiied by Pope Alexander :— ^%t^Xii 
"ALEXANDER PAPA CLERICIS, H-niise. 

PKR ArcHIDIACOMATUH BeBKBBIRE COMSTITfaTIS, 

iNDULQBT MB Canes, vbl Accipitreb 

Arcbidiacono bxhibeant. 

" ALEXANDER EPI8COPV8, Jinut fervomm Dti, dUedU FiUit 

Ctericit, per Arc/uditKonaium Berk^e cwi/ZiAriif, SaluUm et Apt(fto- 

licam Benedictionem. 

".^.yCoogle 
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hounds and hawks, frequent appendages of dignity in 
thofe days, both in lay and clerical life : " nee cum eani- ■ 
bus venatoriis et avibus prqficifcantur,Jed ita protxdant, 
ut non guajimtjua, fed quee Jefu Chrifti queerere vide- 
antur: nee furr^tuofas epula* quarant, fed cum gratia- 
rtan actione recipiant, quod hone/ie et competentir fuerit 
iUis mini/lratum" And to archdeacons and tntal iKsas, 
in particular, exactions on the clergy are firictly inhi- 
bited in the fequel of the fame council — " Archidiacom 
verd,Jive bttanf wdlas exactiones, vel taUtas^ in presi^f- 
teros,fioe clericos exercere preEfumant." See Boehmer 
" de cenjibus, exactionifms et procurationibus" in Jus 
EccleJiaJiicumProteJiantiumfToTa. ill. Lib. m. Tit. xxxix. 
§ CI. p. 633. 
All thefe vifitors, as above ftated, were allowed their 

" Cum nobit /tt, quamquam immeritu, omnium EccUfiamm cura 
commi/^ ; Jkut Q^cii no/lrt delnto, cogtmvr promden ne Jabditijkpe- 
rioribiu debilam Tnemdiam fubtrahant tt hononm, ila quoqiu vofumut 
pracavere, ne a major^ut JUbdiii vaUatii itidAile pragraeoii; ea 
proptfT, qttieU v^a pabma Jbliciiudine provi4knie», auctoritate eofrtt 
Apoftolica indulgemui, ne Cane* vd AccipUra JRCHIDIACONO 
v^iro cogamira eshihere, nee mm jAiriet, quamfimel in anno redpere, 
tUTie ei per diem vnum et noctem neee^bria miniflraturi, eumjeplem 
tatttum eqailaturit, et perfoniM toUdem, et tribuM fermaiUbtu pediiSnu. 

" NuUi ergo hominum Uceat fumcpaginam noftra conc^anu infrm- 
gere, vel ei au/it temerario coniraire. 

" Si quit auiem hoc oMemptare pr^/umpfirit, iiuiignatianem Ommpo- 
letdit DEI, et beaiontm Petri el PatUi, Api^ialanua e^ui, fe nowrif 
incarfurum. 

" Dot. LaUran. viil KL. MarUi. 

" FiUtferidi ctioritfian." 

(') Tallia — " Cen/ka vel tritaUmn qaod vtrttlm exigUMr." Spdnun. 
Glf^ Areh. in voce. " ExacHo, impt^Uio" — Ducang. Gfq/i. M.et I.L. 
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cuftomary procurations, originally in proriilons, but fub- 
fequently in pecuniary compofition'; the churches to 
be vi^ted having the privilege of withholding payment - 
unlefs the duty of vi/itation was duly performed ; " ctmt 
procuratio aUud nonjit," feys Peter Quivil in the Exeter y\*'-^-fiJ'- 
fynod (A.D. mcclixxvii.), " nififuJientaUo vifitantU" To 
the like purport a continental fynod of the fame year 
(Staluta SynodaUa Eccle/ia Melden/is (A.D. hcclxxxvii.), 
in its twenty-fifth canon, writes—" Proktbemus ne arc/d- Thtjmr.Atm- 
diaconi vel betani nttales aUquas exigent procurationes, cimT 
ni^ fcgihW vifitaverint. ProM>emusJiib ptenAfufpenJiorus 
fvbdUit eorum, ne foltatU procurationes, vel aHqwd loco 

(') Vilitatioiial procim^on beciune grndaally fo fixed and certain, VhUaker't H^ft. 
that it vaa freqaenUy redeemed, or diaaged into a pecuniary payment, ^^i „ p.'jgy 
obferves Mr. Wlutaker, as eariy as the year ucc. ; and has long fettled ?",^5^^ 
into a politiTe Itun. It was very wifely appointed at firft, as a provifion V. ii. A.D. 
for the maintenance of the ordinary and his attendants during the time ^ 
of riHtation, and to preclude that natnral fear of expence which might 
abridge the fteqoency, and contract the particularity, of this ufeliil exer- 
tion of difcipline. Bat tins end is now anfwered no longer. The firft 
departure from the defignation reduced it into a pecuniary payment. 
Cuftom foon afcertuned the particular fum. And the lowa'ed value of 
money haa rendered the latter infigoificant It b no longer fnfficient 
fbr the pnrpofes, for which it waa ori^nally impofed. And the very 
nfefii], the parochial, vifitation has therefore contracted itfelf into Uttle 
more than a formal and hafly one hy Otsntticjt. Vifitationa are now, 
fi>r the moft part, fynodal, and not parodual — in confequence of the 
Ttfltor BvaiHng himfelf of the indulgence which the law grants in fpecial 
cafes, wbere every church cannot be conveniently repaired to ! " et fi SatJ)ecr.li.m. 
commodi vel idtfyiu difictdtaU acofdere ad unamquamque Tionpoteriti -^^ '^ - 
de j^ribut loot ad unutn ctmgruufn deriau tt laicoijbtdeat convocare, 
ne in iUit vifitatio pq/tponatur." From this indulgence, and the great OlMbii'i Ctd*x 
extent of diocefea and jurifdictions beyond what they originally were, c^.m. p.8S8. ' 
grew the cuftom of citing the de^y and people to attend tafitatioTu at 
'particular placee. See (Hbron'a note ad can. lx. {A,D. hdciii.) 
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procurationis, m^ legitimi viiitantibus. Ita cum reqid^ti 
fiKrirUfuper hoc,fi opus fuerit, fidem faaaiafacramento, 
ne preedicti archidiaconi pel becanf numerum in Latera- 
ntnfi condiio conjiitutum exudant. Et moderataa Jbciant 
expenfas, ne longi temporia victwn brevit hora cor^umat.'' 
And another fyood at the fame place, in its ninety-fourth 
COL906. canon, de procuratione ietanotttm — "praajntnus presby- 
terit onadbus ne rec^ant bccanos ad procurationes, n^ 
cum duobus equit ; quod Jiconirarium faction fuerit, contra 
preabyterwn et bctannm graviter procedemus." 

Reftrictions are indifcriminately pafPed on archidia- 
conal and ttrtanal vijitations by the councils of the day ; 
— that they be not onerous to the clergy in point of 
expence ; wbUe, at the lame time, it is enacted, that, at 
faT&^w'ft!^ all events, they be performed. So, that of Le Mans 
™™^^ (^.P. MccxLvn.), in its canon de officio Setanoniin, orders, 
^^'fjTQm.vii. «'^lietan( quamlibet Jihi fubjectam ecdefiam vifitent atmu- 
atlm perfonaliter et prioratua : et Ji procurationes co/tt- 
er'ml omittere, nuUateniis tamen vifltationem otmttant." 
ss.cc.Tom. That of Saumur {A.D. mccliii.) not only confirms the 
nn.fiii. canons of earlier fynods, pertinent to thefe matters, 
obliging the fimctionuies in queition to an obfervance 
of them, hut particularly, and by name, forbids to ratal 
aTtti{ii;(csts the fubftitution of officials in parochial viola- 
tion, perfonal miniltration being their bounden duty. 
^^lsmT '^^^ canon de qffitio ai(6f|ire»bBteTi)rum of the fynod of 
""■""■ Clermont {A.D. MccLxvni.), fo corroborative of tiie viji- 
tatoriai power, and declaratory of the points of inquiry, 
to which the attention of the treans was to be directed, 
claims our fpecial notice : — " Statuimus, ut wct^ifxtshptii 
quamUbet JiU ft^ectam ecde/iam vifitent annufOim perfo- 
naliter. Et Ji procurationem omittere voluerint, mJlor 
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tenua tamen vifitationem omittant. Item inqmrantfunatiarii 
de omTiibut notoriis : etji quid tjl qitodfcandalum generet 
ibidem in populo, fint cUro, et quod per Jt non poterunt 
corrigere, nobis vei qffidali nofiro reftrant infra mertfem : 
ut fecundum rtlationtm ad flenam inquijttionem defcenda- 
mut, et corrigamus,Jicut nobis videbitur expedire. 

" Item qucerant, utrum axlefiit vel prioratibus impojtta 
fuerint novee tmpmfiones ab abbate, tet ab aUo aliquo, 
abfque confenfu nofiro. Et^ invenermt, nobis rentmdent 
fidtUthr abfque mord. 

" Item prffcipunus, quod aitiifprf sigtiri, quandd procu- 
rationes recyiiunt, duorum equorum numerum non excedant, 
prout in Lateranenfi et in provindali condlio eji Jiatutum. 
Etjt excefftrint, procuratio denegetur." The canon then 
proceeds to prohibit them meddhng with judicial caufes 
without fpecial mandate, on pain of excommunication ; 
or uttering interdict or excommunication, except by the 
authority of their fuperiors, &c. 

The fynod of Saintes (A.D. mcclxxxii.) forbids all 
pecuniary compontion, (which had, indeed, been pre- 
vioufly reftricted till i^er vijitalion performed, for fear 
of abufe), and enjoins archdeacons and arcfiptfests to be 
fatisfied with two fercuia by way of proviflon, to fojoum 
with the vijited only one night, and to abftain from ex- 
tortion of every kind. That of Liege (ji.D. mcclxxxvii.) ^at sgntd. 
orders, that no allowance whatever be made to the lame <mfii, <m. vi. 
perfonages "ratione vifitationis, mji ad eccle^as fpedaUUr 

y\i\ta!a.oms causd venerinl vel accejf'erint." " et ss.cctam. 

cum arcfndiaconi vel becanf tutaUs vifltaverint," fays I"', m. &«' 
another canon of the fame church, " et ad aUquam eccle- Antcdet toiIi. 
^fiam pervaierint, qua vifitanti perfe ad aHqua nonft^dt, 
tunc duas vel plures coniungant, et eas una die vifitent> et 
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tunc expenfaa ilUus vifitationis tdt iftfis ecdefiis vifitatis 
pro rata ci^uflibet recipiant, nee aJiquam pecuniam ab ip^ 
cedents habeant, qttam quod espenfes iUiua vifitationis 
JUvantur." 

CC.M.B.IIH. ' In the diocefe of St. Aiaph {A,D. hcclxxxiv.). the 
"''' ' tuxBl beans or local officials are ordered, by the letter of 
Archbiihop Peckham, addrelTed to the diocefan bilhop 
and clei^, to be procured for by the rectors and vicars 
— "betaiws verd ratalts eel ojiciales locales volumus & 
rectoribua et vicarm procurari, nifi forti ab iifdem pro 

cc. M. B. et B. TKceJJitate aliqud intitentur." See also the Chichefler 

V0L1.P.6B0. gyj^j^i Statutes of Bifliop Richard de la Wich {A-D. 

PmimiaL MccxLvi.) — Archbifhop Stratford's VifitaHon Canon A.D. 
MCCcxLii.) — Lyndwood's glofs in v. aUi ordinarii; and the 

i*<ft»r.^wc- " In/iructio IBEtanatum tarn in curfu vifitationis, qudm 

C01.M6. extra" in the Statuta Synodalia Eccle^ Melden/is \a.D. 

McccLxv.), in our glppenljfjc. 

But the moft important of all documents, in corro- 
boration of the vijitatary capacity of tnral beans, or, at 
leaft, fecond only to the quoted canon of the great hsr 

cc.M.B.ttH. teran council (A.D. mclxxix.), is the "Con/iitatio Bene- 

■''■ dicli PP. xn. ft^ier procurationihus vi/itanHum" (AD. 

Mcccxxxv.)— wherein, among the procurationt of other 

j(*nroa-. Bed. ecclcfiallical victors, thofe of mral beans, " out in alt- 
qmbus regionibus Brtiif|itesbBtttf nomnantwr" are autho- 
ritatively regulated and ellablifhed,— 'the feme being in 
England the Aim of ten turons, at the rate, as the Pope 
informs us, of twelve turons to the floren of Fl6rence 
(4«. Ad. Spelman in v.). The pafl^e is fo explicit on the 
fubject, that I extract it : — " lUud quogue, quod orchidia- 
conia fuperitis duximus ordinandum, locum habere volu- 
mus in betanfs, prapojitis, aliifque perfonis ecclejiafiicit 

h,Coot;^lc 
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Juperi^ non exfrejjis, qtubus vifltationis offlcium et pro> 
curationis recepdo ex privilegio apoJiolicfB fedis, vel de 

jure, feu de confttetttdine, competere dignofcitur: Betanfs 
tutalfbag dumtaxat excepHs, qui in aliqmbtts regionibus 
aotl^ttsbstnf nomintaUur ; m-ca quos, in receptiotu hu- 

jujiaodi procurationis, id quod Jiatutum ejt de aliis atcflf- 
piesbgUrfs, volumut objervari." 

Nor are their vi/itationtd dues forgotten in the plan 
of reformation, compiled by the bifhop and chi^ter of 
Liege {A.D. hccccxlvi.), and confirmed by Pope Ni- 
cholas V. Two new fpecies of perquifites are there 
allotted to out titans of iBixii^anit^, entitled cathedraU- 
cum and obfoniwn ; but they «re to be fatisfied with a 
quarter of the archidiiaconal dues : — " A'i; Qtianf (t^iii- ss. cc. Tom. 
HaRflatam" (called in the next claufe ' Uttanf laralrs') ''""- 
"Ji^ colore vifitationis Jieto, vel illiua remiJ}ione recount 
de fui» quartis capellii pecuniaa annuas, nifi perfonalit^ 
vifitaverint, el cum effectu. Et tuncjient corUenH quartd 
parte illiua, quod archtdiacotiit pro integrd ecdeJicE viflta- 
tione debeiur. Et idan voUtmw obfervari in foluHone 
obfomi et cathedratid ipfarum quartarum ci^llarwn dicti* 
itanis faciendd." 

Before we finifh what is hitherto unnoticed, in coun- 
cils of later date, of the infpectional duties of Otans ratal, 
we mufi recur to the famous Iriih ConftitvHons (firfi 
pubMied by Bifhop Wilkins from a iSlSb- in the bifhop 
of Clogher's pofleffion) ; in which is feen the fidleft 
account of any of our infular councils of the duties of 
atdifpttsbstttal mfitatum, as exercifed in certain parifbes 
of the diocefe of Meath, during the epifcopate of Simon 
de Rochfort {A.D. mccxvi). 

The fourth, fifth, and Jistk conjiitutions particularly 
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fpecify the fubjects of examination at the annual mfita- 
HoTu of inial attftptititt; omitting altt^ther other 
vifitora of every denomination. 
cc.M.B.tiH. " IV. Ut anJEl^nslijitetf quotannU, et fapi^ Ji t^tus 
'*''*' ' fiterit, perfonshter vifitent Jiatum et condationem omnium 
ecclefiarvm infra ftioa trctanatttg; etji qua eccU/ia rt^>ara- 
tione indigcat, hortentur gregem Dominicum ad earum r^fa- 
rationem, actaque vifitationis ad not in proximd Jynodo 
tra^mitti curent. Vidcatd etiam an domw pqfiorum et 
a^eUanorumJintJarttetecta; carrvptelatmorummpopulo 
rtformare Jiudeant, et Ji quas ahfttrgert nequecait, ad 
Jynodum dioeefanam refsrattt, ut de m emeadandia cton 
concUio cleri deliberarc pctffit. 

'* V. Item ut procure/a JideU inu^criptvm ed not in 
Jynodo tranfmUti de JicUu et conditione Ubrorum,^ vqfonm, 
vejiimentontm, et aUorum omamentorum et JtqteUectitium 
in ecdefiia infra fuot Irttanatttt, et de itr rejiciendis, quoties 
espedit, jiatuamus. 

" VI. Curent infi^}er pcmitentias canomeaa h nobia vc/ 
iffficia^its nojiris impofitat delinqumtibut debiti, et ed, 
qua deeet, folemiatate peragi, et perinqjUri in ecclefiit ir^a 
fuoa limites, quibui ^tjt cum presbyterii parodaaUbua m- 
ttrjint, tanquam tejiet, ut qud hunaiitaie et deootione 
pKnitentia laiorUnu defunctifunt, teftificare po^nt." 

The eletentk conjiitution, copying the Lateran canon 
ah%ady cited, inhibits " exactiones vel talUaa : " — from the 
fi^uent repetition of which interdictory claufe in the 
councik of the time^ it is manifeft that, both here and 
abroad, our anifvints were wont to tranigrefe in that 
rel^t. Indeed, it was to COTrect abufes of this kind, 
before the ilTuing of the Lateran edict, that a cKtain 
number of vijitora were appointed, under Henry II. 
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(A.D. MCLXx.), to an inquifitorial tour through the dif- 
ferent counties of England, and inllructed *'to enquire, Dr.BndT-i 
in every bilhopric, what, and how muchj and for what i<i^|p.»f~ 
caofe the archdeacons, or niial titans, took of any one ; 
and the whole was to be written down : " or, in the 
words of the origihtJ chronicler, " qtdd, et quantunu et J^'^J^^ 
qud de cauj&, archidiaconi i>el Sttanf x-njujii etjine judiao x-coLwa" 
ceparha — et hoc totumjcribatwi" — for, at that date,thefe 
officers of the churtih held their judicial couMb of Chrif- 
tianity, occaftonally, at the times of mjitation. 

From the &ct of the ilTue of this comrailTion of in- 
quiry, oaifi^cioTti are, at leaft, excited of the purity of 
^e BttJifptesiistitBl character here at home : but in the 
Gallican church, the charges are pofltive and highly 
criminatory of the vi/iting axt^fxlt*0, — loflng nothing of 
their heinoulnefs in Ley's amuflng verfion of the original 
anecdote of '* the zealous preacher in the councell of g^'^f^ 
Riiemes'* — who " complained that the attHpttflisicr went "•'^^""-^ 
about in mjiting of hia circuit, felling all fortes of flnnes, 
murder, adultery, inceft, facriledge, perjury, and thereby 
filling his purfe ; the fwne whereof coming to the eare of 
the bifhop, hee fends for him, that hee may have a fhare 
with him : upon demand he denieth, upon deniatl they 



(') Indeed, in very eariy days, it was arraigned — the latter part of the ss.CC.Tom.nL. 
feconddiapter of the lecond council of Aix-la-Chapelle (^.D.dcccxxxvi.) "^ ^'■ 
eondenuu the avarice of an^pitAjltnil and other epilcopal ferrants in 
in fbnttli canon : — ..." Comperimtu quorumdam epf/coptynim mi- 
wfin; id ^ t$ntpi«tdpO«, attflipttAstno*. et art^diaconM^nonfoGim 
tn prttb^em, fed etiam in pkbibiu parochia fwe avaritiam potnu exer- 
eere, qtihrti ulUUaU ecclrfia/lica dtgnUaii* infirvtre, popuUqw faUM 
eonfiUere. Quam TtegSgentiam, immd eorutn esecrabUe ac damnabile 
eupi^latu vitium onma in commune tbinoep$ miandum/taiuimtu &c." 
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wrangle : but at laft. hee knowing that if the biihop be 
againfi him hee mnit forgo his gaine, hee yieldeth him 
a part : and fo, faith that preacher, are Herod and Pilate 
reconciled againlt Chrift." But let us have the original 

sermocufufiiam — *' ^tttifxtibottt cifcutt obedtenttam /tbt credttom : et ut 

ad Cut- t% Cone, "^ 

^^J^^\ tf^oi jaccum fuum, traatt Jangmnem ju/twn. Vendit 
738- Tom. iL ti&j^ Aomtctdui, odulterta, ince/itu, fomicationes, Jiicri- 
legiajjtetjuria; et ufque adjummum imfiet maniicamfuetm. 
Famd igitvr volante innotefcii epi/hapo talis quteftiu; tl 
accerfito aitt^itsbsuro: *Da rmhi,' inquit,* partem meam.^ 
At iUe: 'Nihil dabo tibi.' E contrh ejnfcopua: 'Si rum 
dederit nafU,' inquit, 'partem meam, auferam tibi omnia.' 
Fitque aUercaiio maxima, et propter avarittam^ difcordia. 
Pojieii vero aicllfprtslistti revolvent fecwn, qudd auctoritate 
epifcoj^ fungatur potejiate iJ2d, et quod fine gratid ij>fius 
nihil pojit ; perversi converfua : ' Peenitet,' inquit, * me, 
accipe partem tuam, et infuper de med quod baupladtum 
fuerit; ' et recondUantur. Heu! fieut Herodes et Pilatus 
recondliati/unt, et Chriftiis crucifixiu ejl ; fie nihilomm^ 
ifii reconciliantur, etpauperea ChnQi/poSatt/unt" 

This was, indeed, in the language of the paftor of 

jiffii^ Great Budworth, " lafliing out beyond their line ;" uid 

p.49. ' if there were any chance of a recurrence of fuch abufes, 

" either by the connivence, or by the corruption of the 

bifhops in later times," it is well "that the aicIipnvbBtrts 

have had lefTe to doe, and fo done leffe evU*." 



Stijpc'* ^nMii (') To check theUkeabnTes in the vifitational drcuiu of commiilariea 

tai!yal!T^ «ad offici&b, Bithop Fre&k foggefls the propriety of inrtitating Imru 

P. It. p. flM. mtsi or ftnptlhUinlUinH within the diocefe of Norwich {A.D, hdi-xxx). 

Of the vifitations of the former he fays — " What, felling of the people's 

fins, wldioiit any regard or conJideration of doty at all; what ""**'™g 
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Return we now from thefe corrupt practices Of our 
predeceflbrs in office, (and, criminal as they were, they 
fUll ftiew the refponfible vijitatorial character of the 
perfon exerciflng tiie functions of arcfl{ir{t»t, and are fo 
&r to the point,) to the period at which we fufpended 
our inveftigation of the perfonal duties of btans rural, for 
the fake of reviewing the Meath canons. 

In the eccleiialtical councils of the fifteenth century 
(to proceed chronologically), the fame inhibitory claufes, 
as we have before cited from earlier councils, continue to 
be applied to archdeacons and rural beans, relative to 
procurations. The council of Tours (^P. mocccxlviii.) 
enacts that there be no payment without due previous 
vi/itation. " Archidiaconi, &xt^ijfxti\i^\Ki, Betanf, et alia ss. cc^^m. 
perfona ecclefiafiictE de jure out confueiudine ecclejiaa ajt.ix. 
vifitantes ^ non dcbUi vifitaverint, ntfiil perdpiant &c." 
And the provincial council of Angers of the fame year 
again places the greedinefe of beans and others in procu- 
rational matters under reftraint : — " Prohttemus n& *^ ^''■^'^"i 
catero dijpenfatione hgitimd fvper hoc ceffimte, arckidia- 
coni, Bic&fprESbsttrf, becanf. ultra imam procurationem 
rcapere und die. Jive unum locum vifitatum, Jive plwra 
ttiam loca vifitare Jufficeret, ad procurationem integram 
per/blvendam, quoque modo prtEfumant ; nee etiam ji non 
tfe^d^vifitabunt, guit^tfomperc^Hant." See alfo 4/9'^'uiir 
ConciL Conjianti&njis, L. v. c. ir. {A.D. mccccxvi.) 

The " amfiittUio" of Cardinal Campegius " ad remo- 't/yn^**- 



of venUcta for money ; wh&t manifitld corruptions and briberies are nfed 
by abafe of regifien ; all the whole country, with detellatlon, feeth. And 
Iberenpon mod men, by d>e Kbnfe, do utterly contemne aU ecdeliafticBl 
government." 
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vendos abufui" (A.D. hdxxiv.) ratifies to tural trtatu an 
authoritative iofpection of the property of the ohuroh in 
the following claufe : — " Domot quoque,Jiatdofque dotalet 
bcneficiorum collapfoi in/iaurmU poJfeJfoTM, qumtum n©- 
eejitas pojiulavertt, reparaiaquc m delntd Jiructurd am- 
fervent, a per archuUaconoa et btcanoK rntalts^ a« alios, 
ad quos de Jure vel cen/uetudine fpectat, ubi negUgeniat 
Jverint, per JubtraUvmem prot}<aiiuam, authoritate nojird, 
arctiHi comptllantur" The fame in^ctional duties are 
impofed on rural brans in the lAber Synodali^ of the 
hifliop of Sees {4-T>. Mnxxiv.) — " Qitdd ^ngulU menfibua 
bccanf rUTBltx habeant vifitare fvos Qrcanatits, ce/w, cru 
mirm, et exee(fu$ fubditarvm inqvirendo. Quddqve eccle- 
Jtarum rectoret dejitorum parochianorum deliais et excef- 
fibus publkis et fcandalojig ^os betanoB informare Jiu- 
dea$U,fub pemd 50 foHdorttm Turonen/ium. Qui Itttiinf 
not et eccle/iam nojiram ep^copalem Sagienfan temdnia 
^biprtefixis informare ten«butUur." 

" Item valumus eofdem QetanoB (ut meliua crimna, co/tw, 
et exeejfus fubdxtorwn eognofci valeant) in qu^bet vifita- 
tione ad minu* interrogent decern perfonas fide digntu, 
not(Unles et omni exceptUme m^ores, de Jiatu et regitmne 
nojirorum fubditorunt in eodem toco manentium : etque de 
pradictarutn cotyHtutionum, et aliarum per not ant prte- 
deceffores nojiroa conjiitutarum obf^vatione." 

The fynod of Augsburg {A.II mdxlviii.), in its ferenth 
canon, orders aitfiytcslititm to vijtt parochialty twice 
a year; and whatfoever corruptions, fpiritual or temporal, 
they cannot perfonally correct, to prefent officially to 
the bilhop at the epifcopal fee, if urgent, or at the next 
following diocefan fynod, if there be no danger from 
procraltination : — and this they are to do in obedience 
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to their oath. Moreover, they are fpecially chargedj in 
their viJitaUonal progrefTes, to fee that no images or 
pictures be erected in their diftrict churches, without 
the previous permiffion of the bifhop ; and to collect all 
heretical works, and imcanonical Utui^es and ordina- 
tions, and to fend them to the bifhop without delay. 

Plenary power of vifitation is granted to niTBl brans ^ifimatbHd, 
in the German churches by the Formula Reformationis p- ss. 
of the Ikme year, under the head de Vijitatione: — " St' hdxltiii. 
canf ntialts, territorii,feu regiunculiE fua eccle^iu Jitigulia 
quibufque armia vifitare debetU. Ad hoc cnim negotium 
in partem Jollidtudima epycopaUi vocati funt." Indeed, 
they are tied down to the fame form of vtjitational 
inquiry in their feveral fubdivifions of the diocefe, as 
the bifliop in the whole : — " Af* hanc formam vifltent 
guoque, et inquirant, ac panitentiam hgungant archidia- 
coni et bicanf nttaltx infuis regianculis; gravtora verd, 
et qua perfeipfos emendari nequeunt, referant ad epi- 
Jcopum, et fynodum epifcopaUm, publico Judicio fubmit- 
teada, eorum enitn vifitationes parva quadam et particu- 
larea funt f If nodi, Jynodo nuffori fub^ectte, etfecurtdum 
ejus judicium dirigenda." See alfo Si/nodales Conjiitut. 
Arboricenjia Dieecejis {A.D. mdl.) Statut. xxxix. CC. Ro- 
lom. Prov. P. n. p. 289 ; and the Statutes of the diocefe 
of Lifieux, in the lame collection, p. 481. 

As victors, again, they axe acknowledged, in the pro- cau.Rtts. 
vindal Scotch council held in Edinburgh (J.D. mdsiix.), "'^' ' 
whofe duty it is to fee that the diefs of the clergy be in 
all refpects canonical — "fuper quibus per ^nguhs ttttn- 
nos in eorum TiAtationibus, et^ quia fuerit, jiat diligens 
inqui/itio, .&c." (can. iv. de vejiibus clericorum). And 
again (can. xiii. de vi/itationibus) it is decreed, 
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" Qui^ nonnunguim publici exce^iu, tlun nu^ores qudm 
minores, per Betanos et i^os vifltatores occultari et di/H- 
mulari dicuntur, ed qudd pecuniarioa quajiua it concu- 
binariis et adulteris accipere non _6rubsfcant,faciendo eot 
in tali feeditate Jbrde/cere, qtidd Irttanf ante /tycq)tionem 
Jiii qfficii jurent de fidtli ejiu adminijiratione in omnibus, 
et cum excejfus mqjores eorvndem amwiiffhriis dt^eriml, 
non priOs redpuaUur ab eia, quimt ilU denud Jurati 
jverint, qudd omnes etjingulos ejxejfus mqjores, tampub- 
licos quhm pnvatos,^bi per affifcu et inqtdfitionet utro~ 
bique delatos, abfque gratid et favors, prece vel pretio, 
nullit penitua omi^s, commiffbriis tradant, qui Ji reperti 
fuerint in prtEmiJJis cuipabiUt, perjurii, ana0oma officii, 
et aliia arbitrariis pcenia per ordinarium infiigendtM Julga- 
ceant ; et Juper hoc Jbliciti inquirant commiffarii, proOt 
domino ordinario Jiint refponfuri :" and laft)y> in a coun- 
cil of the fame province {^A.D. hdli. confirmed A.D. mdlix.) 
1 jf. B. n H. it is ordered (can. xiv. de clande/iinis matrimoniit, et btm~ 
. ' ' ^ ' nia, e/ regijiris curaiortm) that the Iftant tntal of the 
province " m fuis vifttationibus diligentem indaginem 
faciant, et deficientea ad commiffarios referant" &c. ; and 
they are farther noticed in the eighth and ninth canons 
in the fame capacity. 

What vifitatorial jurifdiction the tnial btaiu of the 
diocefe of Chefter enjoyed during the exiiience of the 
unlimited ordinary powers of the archdeacons of Rich- 
mond and Chefter, and while they were within the 
diocefe of Lichfield and Coventry, it is now impoffible to 
afcertain : but fince the foundation of the new bilhoprick, 
nSpixnNi:. many of the intf-Utianal patents granted by the bilhop, 
enii. and confirmed by the bean and chapter of the cathedral, 

appear in their books, and fome few of the patents 
therafelves. ,-,, , _ j, ^ OoOqIc 
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From thefe it would i^pear, that much of the furren- 
dered jurifdiction of the old archdeacons was delegated 
to the licans ratal (all having merged in the bifliop by the 
charter of foundation) ; and the archidiaconal right of 
vifitaHon continued to furvive in the vifitational powert 
of the beans rural ; who, whatever they may have done 
in earlier days, certainly, after the change of the ecclefi- 
aftical T^;ime, being armed with an epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion by virtue of their patents and the ufage of the 
archdeaconries, as vicarii epifcopi, vijited their tttamtts 
twice a year, convened before them the churchwardeiUf 
received their prefentments, and corrected upon them 
all offences eccleflaftical (incefl, adultery, and fome 
others excepted), and proved the wills and granted 
adminiftrations of all perfons whofe effects amounted 
not to 40/. (knights, efquires, and clei^men, excepted) ; 
and» in cafe any perfons whatever fubject to their vifita- 
tions refufed attendance at them, the deans proceeded 
againft them by ecclefiaitical cenfures, in the fame 
manner as the bilhop or his vicar-genend does upon 
an epifcopal vifitation. They were alfo entitled to the 
ufual places of judicature for holding their visitations ; 
and if they were obliructed therein by any perfon fub- 
ject to their jurifdiction, they might admonifh, and, upon 
non-compliance, excommunicate. For the oath of cano- 
nical obedience is not perfonal to the bifhop, but to his 
jurifdiction, and extends to an obedience to the ratal 
Ueans who act by his authority. 

It is probable that the beans polTelTed thefe powers ab ^J^^^^/j. 
antiguo; for, in a patent granted to a chancellor of the ""SV"-.?^ 
diocefe only twenty years from the firft foundation of 
the fee, after a general grant without exceptions, there 
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is an additional one made to Mm of the place of ntial 

btan of three tuTal bcsnries, to do all tilings which ab 

antiquo belonged to that office," fpecifying in detail thefe 

vtfitaiional duties. And again, in the document drawn 

up at the convention of the bilhop and beans ratal in the 

Stt stppmMf, palace at Chefter, A.D. mdsciv., the btianal power of viji- 

mAu, No. III. tation is dillinctly fet forth, and the particulars thereof 

enforced in the way of order or monition from the dio- 

ce&n to the inial brans. 

1^ cawu The rural btan of Chefter (for the twelve bcantfes are 

ijDcocxxiiL now confoUdated) continues his vt/ttatton-ceuri {A.D. 

dnia, p. 181, MDcccxxx.) for fwcaring in churchwardens, proving wills, 

and granting adminiftrations, where the effects axe under 

40/. And over the eight beanrfcs of the archdeaconry ^ 

Richmond, an officer bearing the title of commi^ry 

prefides, invefted with the btianal jurifdiction of tefta- 

mentary matters, vijitatvmal duties &c.*, but in which 

capacity he vifiU paroehiaU^ does not exactly appear. 

Ejufi. p. ISO. Mr. Ward, in his evidence before the ecclefiaftical courts* 

commiffioners, " apprehends that he viiJiU paroehialfy, as 

commil&ry.** 

stmad.TrUe<it. The council of Trent continued to mal btans the 

e*p. III. power of vifitation under certain regulations, eftablilhed 

eoL 1S8. in their twenty-fourth feffion : — " Jrchidiaconi, tHtani, et 

alii w^erioret m ii» ecclejiis, vbi kacten^ vifitationem 

exercere Ugitimi ctmfueverunt, debeant quidem tiffumjAo 

Nolario de confenfu qn/cojn deinctps par /e^bg tanttkn 



Bee^. CaurU (') It w cuflomary in the diocefe of Chefter, before epifcopal vjfita- 
^f™^' P' *^- tioru, and preparatory thereto, for inhibitionM of the ratal Btan of the 

archdeaconry of Chefter, and of the commiflary of the archdeaconry of 

RichmtHid, to take place. 
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ibidem vifltare:" and they were to tranibiit their vi^ta- 
tion-acts, inquUltions, and all other inftniments, to the 
diocelan bifliop within a month. The particular objects 
of attention to the vijitort are pointed out, as being, to 
preferve found orthodox &lth, to expel herefy, to fup- 
port morality, to correct vice, to exhort people to reli- 
gion, innocency, and peace ; and, as occaiion might 
require, and prudence dictate, to promote the general 
interefts of the Chriftian community. From the perfons 
vijiled parochially, throughout their refpective diftricts, 
the officers were not to receive any thing but " firugall 
and moderate diet, which might be ^ven," in Brent's 
verfion, "either in kind or money; yet fo, that if there iTunyuiru^ 
was a cultome in any place not to receive fo much as p.7B«. ' 
thefe, it was to be obferved." 

The Cambray council (A.D. mdlxv.) bids the trcant of J&ccTom. 
CbrtotfanftB ("litCBnf twa\t% guos ®Iir{s(ianftat(s appel-'^y- 
lant") to vijit their diftrict fchools every fix months, or, at 
le^, once a year, and diligently to certify the ordinary 
of their ftate of difcipUne. Indeed, it appears from Zy- vu Ef^Jnr. 
pseus that a concordate was entered into between the p>rii.''nt.xii. 
bilhop and the archdeacons of the diocefe of Cambray, "^'"^ 
that neither ihould perf(mally vijtt, but that the beans of 
C&tfstfanftB ihould be the viiitatorial reprejentativea of 
each, by mutual agreement. 

Accordingly, in the Acts of the diocefan fynod under ^[!^^"°^' 
Archbifhop Maximilian (A.D. hdlxth.), the vijitational rci- s- «, ■■ n' 
duties of the Bidiprtsbsters or Ittvat of the parochi are 
thus laid down ; — " Cap. i. Cum attibiptesbBtttf munwjit 
ecchjiarwn quarundam/oUcUudinem genere^ Vifqita^ Jingu- 
lari quddam annud vifitatione recagnofcerc Volumua et 
mandamw, id quekm diligenti^mi advigOmt ne quid in 
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illis ecclejiis defit, quod ad dminum qfficittm profud digm~ 
taie peragendum requiritur." " Cap. ii. Cum autem deus 
in/pirUu et veritate adorandusJtt,foliciti eliam prafpidant 
btlBltf nojlri in eccleflanim viiitatione. An non irr^tfe- 
rint in eaa aliquajuperjiitiofa et vana, in etO'emoniis, pro- 
cejjiombus, peregrinaiiojiibtu, imaginwn et reHqmarum ac 
Jimclorum veneratione, quibtts mentes Ckrijiiana h-^ncero 
Dei cuUufensim dimoveri poffint. Ubi verd hifftifmodd ali- 
quid compertum habuerint, volumui nobis nojirifve vicarm 
quamprinuim denundari &c." 
cmi/uiiii. el The fynod of Salzburg (^A.D. mdlxix.) orders the ap- 

saaJbm-g. pointed vi/ttatores of the diocefe to folicit all the infor- 
a^Ti.''p.'3io. mation they can from the archdeacons and niral titans, 
p.^'* ' in furtherance o( their genera! parockied tnjitation / and 
then proceeds to fey, that the fpecial vtjitaiions of thefe 
inferior officers are not thereby fuperfeded ; but that 
they are to be executed by them notwithftanding, and 
the refults of their inquiries to be laid before the fupe- 
rior vifitors within a month. Moreover, the council 
enacts, that the rural beans themfelves fhall be vifited, 
and examination made " de illorum qfficiia, an eifdem 
Jatttfadant, et quomodo, an Jint ft0cientea, folidti, pru- 
dentes, expediti, et julii, vel if^ti/H, avari, mttnerwn cu~ 
jndi, pcenas pecumariag in^nentes, perfonarum acccptores, 
deUcta non pumentes, fed diffimuJantes,juJiUiam et eEqtd- 
tatem petentibus morem non germtet, et ad id genus cdia, 
qtta adfe fpectatU, praftent, necne." 
ss-caTon. The Malines council (^A.D. mdlxx.) promulgates the 
Trent decrees refpecting vi/itation generally; and orders 
that ratal itata, where they were not in the habit of 
vijting churches, fhould be immediately invefted with 
that power ; — the bilhop taking care that thedr procura- 
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tions ("/ub/idia vi/itationis") (hould be fufficiently remu- 
nerative for the labour and expence of vifitatiort; and 
that whatever was immoderate in the way of charge 
upon the clergy, fhould be corrected. 

The ftatutes of tiie diocefen fyuod of Ypres {A.D. ^^^ 
mdlxxvil) ratify the like capacity oi vifitation to btans ■nt.Yii.cxiii. 
of (SjbTtelfanftSj on the au^ority of the Trentine fathers ; 
— the biihops delegating to their rural deputies the r^;ht 
of vifiting the churches of their btanrfet on fuch years as 
they themfelres are imable to vijit : on which occailons 
the tttoiu are to follow the rules of epifcopal vi/itation 
laid down by the council of Trent — the fubttitutes acting 
in the name and by the authority of their employers, 
and bedng Mly capacitated to carry forward the whole 
rotational inquiry into the conduct of church-officers, 
the condition of church ornaments and utenfils, the Itate 
of church-&brics, parfonages, &c. For all which vica- 
rious trouble, it is decreed—" Ut in nulld parochtd etiam m-^- ^ 
^ minima Jit, ttttanttjecimdiim pra/criptajiatuta vifitanti, 
detttr infra octo aut decern Jluferos : in nulld autem, et'iam 
maximd, accipial ultra dalerutn vel coronatvm : in mediis 
verdjervetur mediocritas, kabitd ratione laboris et con- 
fuetudinis" Any extraordinary labour is to be paid for 
in antra procuration. See alfo Stat. Synod. Dicec. Vprenf. 
(A.D. Hocix.) Tit. III. cap. vi, and, particularly, in the 
documentary Epprnbix, ^e extract from the Decreta et 
Statuta Prima Synodi Duxcefantz Brugen/is, A.D. udlxxi. 
De diver/is tucanontm (SitTfstfanftaiEs qfficiis. The duties 
of viJitaHon are there fo minutely detailed, I have thought 
the document worthy of being copied. 

A few years later, Charles Borromeo, m the fifth ss.ccT<,m. 
council of Milan {A.D. mdlxxix.), impofed on his Vitaxii "'' 
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Joianef the infpection of the rural cleargy, their churches, 
church-fiimiture &c., by peijbnai viJitaUon and exami- 
nation, conducted according to the items of the following 
manual of inftructions : — The Jfoianeoas Ffcan are to 
inquire — 

" Qui parjxhorum in primis sielus in amma- 

rum/alute procitrandd; qua in facrametUii miniftrandia 
Jedula diUgentia ; qu^m freqmna in ptt/cmdis tjerbo Dki 
fideUbua q0ciumf qtuE dtniqut in onmibua parochialu 
mtmerig partibus vigilantia, quaoe qffidnitat.-^-QueE po~ 
puii in ChriJliajU2 caritatit aperibua exerdtatio, qudnt roU- 
giojua ftjiorum dientm eutius, qudm pia m tccle^ con- 
verfatio, qua in doctrina Chrijiiarue JcAoUg JrequenHa .- 
turn de alii* piit fodalitatibus difqwrant, turn denique de 
reliqiid omni yufdem popuU difdpUnd, et in cid domirU 
progrefu. 

" Poji vidaant, qui Jingularum eccUfiarum, prafertim 
parochialium Ji<Uus, an ^ qua injiaurationem de/iderant; 
an debito cuUuJraudantur f anjaoria veJHbus,ornamenH9t 
fupellectiieque ecdefiajiicd, ad cuUum neeefarid, in/iructee 
Jimt; an denique ulld ex parte incuUa. 

" Pqfiremd an fi tUigua/unt provmdtUium, diaoefano' 
rwnquc fynodontm decretal edicta, vifitalumum p/rafcHf^at 
aUave epifcopaUa jujfa, qua execulumem non haheant ; 
quid item impedimenii, out diffifCuUatia, aut denique cat^ie 
Jit, quomobrem eorum executiom non fit locus, &c" (See 
aUb on JFotaiu«)» Ffcats, their qualities, and inqta/itoriai 
duties, the council of Rome under Benedict XIII., SS. 
CC. Tom. XXI. col. 1864.) 

^fun, the council of Rouen {A.D. hdlxxxi.) orders, 

in Its twenty-feventb canon, that tuans tural follow the 

canons of inquiry there copioufly laid down for epifcoiMil 
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Ttfitation, " et vifltationis it fe facta infra menfem ratio- sa. carom. 
nem reddent epifcopo, et d^Jiiioncs tejiivm, ac integra 
acta d exMbere tenebuntw." (CC. Rotomag. Prov. Part i. 
214.) — ^and the like charge is impofed on them by the 
councU of Tours {^A.D. hdlxxxiu.), S8. CC. Tom. xxi. 
eoL 850; and of Malines {A.p. hdctii.). S8, CC. Tom. 
-XXI. col. 1462. — the latter pubUfhing certain heads of 
inquiry for the ufe of die artitpititbcttrs in their mjita^ 
tional proceedings. 

In the feventeenth and eighteenth centuries we find Laid<M n. 
the &me tmft continued to them. In the Spicil^um p. iss. ' 
Eceleftqflicum of Lunig, thefe precepts tae recorded as 
g^ven to betanal vijitors of JuUen and its furrounding 
difirict(^i>. vncii.) — " 9itanf exigant AJcabinit etjtt- 
ratis tabellam SOrog^ ^rttul (A.e. Jpecificalionem deUctarum 
jtidici denuntiatorum) aut copiam avihenticam. Ut viri 
xeloji et integri in Jidt fcab'mi fynodaltt eligantttr. Ut 
communia ptmcta et iaierrogdoria Jcabinis communicent, 
fiiper quibttf tenebantttr facere inqtti^titmem et dare irfor- 
tnationem." 

Ach^ter of the diocelan fynod of Ypi«s(^i).ifDcix.) siat-Sgnd. 
prolongs to btans imal the vi^latorial powers they en- m^TiuT'^'^ 
joyed by the earlier fynod of HDLxxrn : and a fubfequent ''^'' 
councfl (A.D. HDCxxx.) makes them downright inqtdfilors 
into the manners and habits of the rural clergy, the 
employment of their time at home and abroad, their 
ftudies, hours of confefllon, &c. &c. ; all which th^ are 
to pry into, by the mofl fearching perfcmal vi/itation. — 
The f3mod of Antwerp {A.D. hdcx.) confers on them the sm. sgMd. 
fiillefl vyttational authority ; and l»ds them lay their acta p.3»-B9. 
vi/itatiom* befcHre the bilhop — ..." Vifitantibos verd tu. 
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rcvererUiam et q^^entiam ad exeqitendam commiffionem it 
nobis ififunctam txhibearU," (ays MirseuSi " ct Ji aliqua ad 
reformationem aut bonum ecclefia facientia fcicaU, bene- 
voli Jiiggerant." See alfo Ordmationes Joannis Maldeii 
Ep^. Antwerp. (^A.D. mdcxxx.) 
'i A chapter of the fynod of Bois-Ie-duc (A.D. bidcxii.) is 
> exprellly dedicated to axcbifxetb^ttxal vifitation: — " ^rc&f- 
pTesbsUif,7eu trecanf parochias Jibi commit cum Xenodo- 
ckii», capellis, et con/raternitatibus, qffumptofeuan notario, 
vel/allem aliquo preahytero, quotannis /ecundUm injiruc- 
tionem illis dandam, autfioritate noflrd vifltent, etc de vitd, 

Jide, et moribus parochorum./acellanorum, cujiodum, ludi- 
magiftroriim, adiiuonmi, ac gubemcUorum mmfa Sancti 
Spiritus, reliquorumque incolarumfefe diligent^ mformeTtt, 
ac advertant, an piisfundationibus, eleemofynis, et oneribus 
benefidorum et offiaorum ecclefiajlicorum laudabUUirJatif- 
JUiX, itemque tttriim ecclefiis r^iaratione egeant, et ceemeteria 
beni occltyh Jint .- nee /acramentalium et ornamerUorum 
ecdefia, atque Jcholarnm vifitationem prtrtermiKonf &c." 

A canon de ti/itatione of the council of Bourdeaux 

(^A-D. HDcxxiT.) aifociates our tntal artliprtsbBUis with 

other ecclefialiic tcjiea for the more effectual conduct of 

, parochial inquifltion. — Cap. xxi. — iii. " ^ictliptcabgUrJ 

feu Irccanf in Jingidis dwetxfihus conjiituti, jugi circum- 

Jpectione mores clerkorum,Jiatum et ordmem parocMarum, 
ac etiam laicorttm, follkiti ob/ervent et prq^iciant, deque 
its omnibus Jingulo qitoque menfe epifcopum certiore,m Jit- 
cumt. Et ne propter attllfjpttStiBtetal&ft diJiarUiam minus 
officio fm) fatisfacere po^ffirU ; inciffu/libet aitflipnsIlBttrBtds 
tractu, duo rectores aut pturei pH eccle/iq/ii(d tejiea ^nodo 
dieecefand ab ordinario nominati et electi, artj&^tesbgtctis 

feu litcanfs a^ungarUur, qui zelo regimims eccUfiq/iici 
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a^ammaii, Jidtdd invigilent, et ordinariutn Jlatia tttt^o- 
rUnu, dejiatu, condUione, et txceffibus ktgtf/inodi axttifxti' 
bQterBtfis certiorem faciant : pojintqite ordmarii ait&{|ins- 
bgtette, Iretanis, et 'tefiibw fynodalihua inqutfitionum feu 
v^ormationum corificUndarum, Jint alioJpeciaU mandato, 
facuitatem, quo citius quacwnque ntia purgentur, ct euncti 
m ordinc amiineantur, concedere : quas inqui^tionet et 
aliat probatumes ah iifdcm perfectas, teneantur offidales 
reapere, et ex iydem ad alia Juris remedia procedere." 

The fynod of Saint Omer (A.D. mdcxl.) writes — *«.%«* 
" 3etanf m viMadombua fuis fcJiolas non pratermittant, Tu.xTtit.c.11. 
(tdJjnguUafemeJiribua vifitent, et accurate inqtdrant, ftc." 
— That of Namur (^A.D. mdclix.) admonifhes all anjbptes- vut^ga 
fc^ttis, " Ut camaltt vilitationes obeunies, et aliha dilt- "TU-ytia^n. 
gentdr inqidroTit, qtabua rebus pq/iores fe impendant, ut ^ 
fi <pto» otto deditos r^terennt, ne nihil agendo male agert 
difcara, eos acttonibus ecclejictfiico honme ^gms incum- 
here, et per bona opera cert<an fuam vocattonem facere 
procwent &c." The fame duties are impofed by the 
fynod of Bruges — " Sedttld inquirant aitfifprestrpttrf in 
Jids villtationibus de vitd, doctrind, et moribus curatorum 
et aiiorum presbyttrorum ; ac praceptorutn feu magijlro- 
rum; et a^jut Jint qualitatu,^fidei, et nommis ac fofrue." 
And the fynod of Ypres l^iflates with the lame degree Titvu. «>.ri. 
of latitude and particularity. <vi«iviD 

The lateft inftnictions to bean« rural of the diocefe of 
Malines enforce vifitation — " Utpoiiffimam officii fui par- 
tem, viiltationem curent Bttfifpi»I>Bltri, feduld, accurati, 
et cum timore dei perfieere, tt pr{EC^)ui invigtlare, ut 
altaria et /acramentalia, ij^aque tempta nitida fercentur, 
pafiorefque ^tfi, quoad obligationes et functiones Jma pafto- 
ralet exacHJwi et diligtntes, an quojiudio, quove exercitio 
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otium pellant. Quare non plurei uno die vifltabunt eccle- 

^iixi"' J""' 9"^^"* commodi pojfunt." And farther — that timely 

and feafonable rep^rs of ecclefiaftical houfes be attended 

to, and their fabric not allowed by gradual decay to fidl 

into utter ruin and wafle, the fynod decrees — *' ^rcfif- 

pntbgterf, vbi ipjis id Juris ex conftietuditie cotnpettf, domos 

pq/lortm et benefiaatorumjingulis anmaferid vifltent ; et 

qttandd eas reparatione indigere advertent, earn mox fieri 

tnandent et non obedientes denuncientur epybopo, eel ^U9 

vicario generali, ut ad debitai reparationes faciendtu, 

prout Juris et ratiotUs fiKrit, compeUantur, et pro pr^eta- 

ritd negligentid etiam puniantw '." (Tit. xxu. c. Tn.) 

^/tato-ag. "%ts IBoEins tit la CfiKtUnte tt rtwattt," Cays the 

p. »2. fynod of Bayeux (A-D. mdclxii.). " aurora Join de fairt 

une fois fan les vifites de presbytires, de dreffer lews 

prods verbaux de VHat auquel Us les trouoeront, et let 

mettront atcx greffet de nos q^ialitez. Sec." 

Dicr.sm^ Agtun, — the Synodal Decrees of the archbifliop of Co- 

Htmr.AriM^. logne (A.D. MDCLXII.) ordcr— ^" Ut de pq/iorum, vice-pq/io' 

c^>.i.ii.pM3. rum diligentid, et eetatis tenerioris prqfectu nobis con- 

af. QiB^.-nt-Jiare pqffit, Irtcanf lutalcs quoties vifitant, convocatd Juven- 

A.D. MDcL. tuit breve examen caiecheticum mfiituant : quidquid verd 

memorahiie contigiffe notavennt, in Acta fuarum viiita- 

tionum no&is ^. . . . exhibenda referant ;" — andfubfe- 

quently the fame injiitutes detail the points of inquiry 

to be particularly attended to by the beans vijiting their 

parochial clergy. Sec Part ii. Tit v. c. vi. ii. 



AUtra^flola (') Id the pafioral letter of die -Belgian primate (Ai).HDGc.> the 

S^fclolfcSI' '"*6p''«<W '^^ charged " Ul dUigaitiora magijque exaciat per diflrictut 
Arth. tUtUi*. fuoi injiituant vifltatioiies juxta earmidem vifitalioDvm inttnvgaioria 
''^ typue£ta&c" 
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Our next examples are adduced from the Anglo-Gallic ''^T^p^ 
ifles of Jerfey and Gtuemfey — which were anciently, we Swjww*.- 
are told by an anonymous author, two tnral Beanrfts of ^M. ' 
the biihopric of Conliantia, in the dukedom of Nor- 
mandy, and their fole vi/itors in church afi^rs, their 
refpective beans, each poiTeffing the bme power as our 
chancellors and archdeacons at prefent- enjoy. Nor ia 
their eccleHafUc conftitution otherwife altered in modem 
days, than that they are members of the diocefe of Win- 
chefter; having been annexed thereto foon after the 
RefcHination'. Their jmifdiction was then fettled, fera hvBb'* z^^y 
were appointed to the trcans, and a revenue ellabliihed ; mdcxuvh. 
but the functionaries themfelves were then, and fijll 
remain, accountable to their dioce&n biihop for the due 
performance of their vijiiatorial charge, Uke the corre- 
fponding officers in England. 

The duties of thefe btaas rural, in refpect of vifitatvm, c^«rta »y 
are tJiius exprefled in the twenty-third rule of M^ canons ^^iif>,No.i. 
and conftituUons ecclefiaftical granted to the ifles, in the '' 
r^gn of James the Firft : " Xe Xogrn accon^gni de 
deux ou trots mini/ires vi^tera une fois en deux ans 
chaque paroiffe en fa perfonne, et donnera ordre qt^U y 
ait pre/ike fc jour de la vifitation, ou par Joy meme, ou 
par quelqu'tm par lay aj^inti ,- etje /era la dite violation 

( ■ ) King John had it in contemplatioii to place the iflands nnder the B«rtj'a Hift. y 
dioceTe of Exeter; and Henry VU. actnally procuied the Pope'i But) fg^**' 
jbr placing them withia the jnrifdiction of Saliabnry ; wluch he cancelled, 
and obtained another for Windiefter. But this lai), thon^ evea 
entered in the then bilhop'a rafter (Langton), never took e^ct; and 
Queen Elizabeth at last fixed them in that lee. The Bnll of Pope 
Alexander VI., for transferring them from Conllance to Winton, may be 
Teen in Falle'e Appendix, N". IX. p. 195. 
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pour ordomier que toules chofes appartenantes h tigUfii, 
aufervice de dieu, et adminyiraHon dea facremettS,Joifent 
poitrveiies par les farveittans, et le temple, cimiHSre, et 
maifon presl^Hriale foyent entretenues et repariea: et 
auffy recevra information des dits furveillant (ou Jaute 
it iceur hjaire leur devoir) du minijire, de toutes ojffknces 
et abus qui feront ^ riformer en attcun, Jbit mini/ire, 
Riders de I'igUfe, ou autret de la parotjps; et recevra 
le dit bos^n pour la dite mfitaUon 40 fols de la rente du 
Bwtj^Htfi.^ Thripyr & chaque fott." — Equally extenfive are the 
p. Ml ' powers beftowed on the ttian of Guemfey in the com- 
miflion of Biihop Brownlow North to 9tBn Durand, — 
" in his ftead, authority, and name, according to law, to 
vt/it the churches and other ecclefiaftical places, and the 
clei^ and people fubject to his jurifdiction &c. Ac" 
^^J^^- f Indeed Dicey fays, " The lieaiut of both the iflands pre- 
tend that their office carries with it aU del^ated jurif- 
diction, without any need of pennifiion or conuniflion . 
from the bilhop ;" and if fo, they are vi/itort de Jure — 
nay, I have been told, that they can pre/cr^e againft 
the bifliop ? 
ffrifaSrtSn Towards the clofe of the feventeenth century, Bifhop 
■on^ Mif ®®**^ Ward of Sftrum invefted his btans tttral with con- 
burj Doeim™/.. fideiable (^(o/tono/ powBrs ; aa the following /ormula of 
inftrtictions indicates. They were authorifed — " 1. To 
view infra Setanatttm — churches, chancels, paifonage and 
vicarage-houfes, hofpitals, aknshoufes, churchrhoufes, and 
free fchoole8,yemf/ in 6 menJibus,faUem in anno, and to 
prefent decays to the Bp or chancellor." 

" 2. To obferve — parfon^ vicars, curats — as to conver- 
sation, performance of duty, conformity to laws, diligence 
in reading fervice, adminifterii^ facraments, picnching. 
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catechifing, preparing for confirmation, marryeing &c" 
— " churchwardens, as to performance of duty— fchole- 
malters, as to teaching and catechifing fcholars, bringing 
to church on Sundays and holydays ; and to acqudnt 
the Bp, if amiis." 

" 3. To examine differences, and compofe or delate to 
hp, reports of fcandalous offences conirh Leges EccltJ. " 

" 4. To execute or cat^ to be ea^ecuted mandates, 
orders fent immediate ab eptfcopo, medtante orchidia- 
cono." 

" 5. To acquaint Bp if any conventicles, diforders &c." 

"Md. hofpitals — terriars — regifters of chriftenings, 
marriages, burials." 

In the couTOcational proceedings about rural Ifeanx in ^^: "• B.ttu 

*^ ^ ToL IV. p. 043. 

England (^A.D. hdcck.), the fecond refolution of the 
Upper Hovje fuggefts the propriety of a canon declara- 
tory of the vi/ttatorial capacity of lrean« rural : — " To 
enquire into the manners of the cleigy and people, to 
vijit and examine the Hate of parochial churches and 
ch^>els, with the chancels of the fame, together with the 
ornaments and utenflls thereunto belonging, as alfo the 
manfers of rectors and vicars, and all ecclefialtical en- 
dowments &c. &c." To which refolution the hower 
Hot^e deflres an amendment to the effect that rural 
beans Ihould be firft " duly commi^oned by the bilhop or 
archdeacon, or other ordinary," fo to vt/it : — indicating 
thereby that rural beans have no fuch power by virtue of 
thdr oflBce ; and anticipating, perhaps, that the exercife 
of it, as a ' matter of right, independent of fpecial com- 
milBon, would interfere with the privUe^es of arch- 
deacomL While, at the fame time, the Lower Hot^ 
acknowledges the obligation of rural beans to execute the 
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conimiflion of vijiting parochially, whenever enjoined fo 
to do by fuperior authority. 

So the matter at prefent refts. No conffcitntion has 
ever been drawn up to ratify any part of thefe Proceed- 
ings of Convocation ; — which, of courfe, leaves the rarf- 
ttetanal capacities juft as they were before llie royal 
mandate ilTued. 

Two documents alone, on the topic of becanal vi/itation, 

remain unnoticed — the one domeltic — ^the other foreign. 

eiw-^o-te^ The firft is a claufe of Bifliop Gibfon's publiihed Inftruc- 

*'is5o"&« '*""* '° Uutal iBiana of the Diocefe of London: — " The 

LpDdDD Dten- Jean taral is likewife, as occafion fliall require, to infpect 

■calf In Vpptn- 1 ' K^ 

>(;'• the churches, chancells, and chapels, and the boufes 

belonging to the parfons and vicars within his dilirict, 
and to give information of their decays and dil^idations 
to the ordinary." 

With the foreign canon, we clofe our long catal(^ue 
of authorities ; — and worthy of particular notice it is, as 
reviving the eaftem title of protopttfl^Btci in application 
to the bean lutal. It is the ninth canon — de pioti^nt- 
bSteris, fiot Iritanfs ntialfibiut, of the council of Reuflen 
Hmfl 5|wpi. aj (^.Z>.) MDCczx.) — " PrtEtcr «(, qua (t f<mcto Jjfnodo ad 
ten. ssi '^"' qfficiwn ptottptesbBteri Jpedare coti/iitutwrt eji, ut fiOicet 
diligentir r^erani ad ordinarios, f quoa decretorum^no- 
daliunt vioUUortSfJi quot officii parocfdalis negligetUiora, 
f quos popinarum Jreguentatoret, percufforet, out ali&s 
Jcandalqfos, fve preabyteroa, Jivt latcoa, fub fud JurifSic- 
tione compererird ; illud omnind addaidum cenfidt debere 
COM epytopo, eel alteri vijitatori afjifl&re perftam Irecana- 
tum, ut ijfum de Jiaiu ecd^arum, et morUtus mmifirorum 
mftruere pojjint." 

" Ir^uper teneantur vifitare pr<^itm tretanatntt armo 
rr I I Co^.lQlc 
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Jub/equenti vijilationem generalem, non Jblum, id de t», 
qtuE modo diximtis, ac de ceeleris, qua: contmentur in 
in/iructione generali diligentir inquirant; vertim etiam 
ut decreta, et reformationes ^i^dcm generalis vi/itationis 
exequutioni mandari curent. In obeundd hSc vi^tatione, 
caoeant, ne qjtid prorsHa acdpiatU, aut cxtorqueant, prater 
victuaUa pro fitd, aUerii^que domejiici perfond, ac duobus 
eqtd*; alioquin prceter pasnas, quaa Jlatuit fancta fynodus 
tituhfexto gravijfimi ab epifcopo puniantta:'' 

That we have adduced evidence enough, in the many 
pages devoted to the fubject, of " a fort of vi/ttatoriau 
capacity," in rntal Utans of ancient and modern days^ 
the reader will readily acknowledge. The capacity can 
be no longer doubted. The church, in her conciliar 
decrees, has >acted upon it for more than a thoufand 
years — ^nay — ^from the 6rfi inllitution of the office in 
the eaft and weft, with little or no interruption, to the 
prefent hour. Tedious though the enumeration of au- 
thorities be in proof of the fact, I could not otherwife 
have eftabliflied a controverted duty of the laft impor- 
tance. While endeavouring to do fo, I have cited many 

* items of bttanal fervice connected with and performed 
during vi/itational progreis, and thereby have added fome- 
what to the reader's knowledge of the perfonal functions 
of the cttial atttptftstlooli. 

But, whatever may have been the priftine character of 
that power, when thefe now humble functionaries were 
linked with archbifhops and cardinals, and their retinues 
made the fubject of canonical limitation throughout 
Weftero Europe, as we fee they were — if it ever attained 
to the dignity of an ordinary jurifdiction (which on the 
continent it feems extenfively to have done), it was only 
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locally and partially fo in England, and, for the moft 
part, of fhort-lived exercife. Not fo the archidiaconal 
power of vi/itation ;— this, like the tftcattal, originally a 
delegate jmifdiction emanating from the hifhop, becune 
by continual grants an ordinary one, and eventually 
almoft (in many places, quite) extinguiihed the other*. 
See Van Efpen Jur. Eccief. P. i. Tit. xii. c. i. § vi.; and 
Boehmer Jus EccL Prottjlant. L. i. Tit xxm. de Offi- 
cio Arcfudiacorti, Tom. i. p. 545, feqq., and L. in. Tit. 
XXXIX. Tom. III. p. 578. 

But here it muft be obferved, that the near of Am- 
brofden, who confiders the antiquity of btans ratal greater 
than that of archdeacons, looks upon the former as the 
earlieit rightful parochial vi/itors under the diocefan 
bilhop, and fuppofes them to have loft their privilege of 
PanMaiAtti- vi/ttation ID thc way following. " When archdeainns 

p.3«a ° ' — — ■ — — ~ 

EaJ^/taftieai (') BtsM ctinl in HO cafes, I believe, v^U pecnliars. Eran tufliop's 

^^i^'' Pecoliuo ue not vffiied by tbem. In the diocefe of Exeter there m 

P- es, ttdrty-rix epifcopal peculiars, wMch itie vjfiUd by no bMM fMral, and 

are indeed fo &r exempt from the jnriliiliction of Ihe bifhop Mmfflf. 

^,-Tr>t^ that he nerer vijiti them, even in his triennial viTitalioii. Parochial 

^V''" \ dmnjies within peculiiirs are generally in moA wretched condition. 

: I Snch jnrildictionB IhonM be aboliflied ; difcipliae can never be fafluned 

efifactnally, while they esiit. In Ihe IMbbij) over which the writer pte- 

fides, there are three of diefe ecdefiaflical anomaliea. To one of whidi 

dtere ia, probably, no cotrnterpart in all fkiglsnd ; — it is a parilb wherein 

a Roman-catholic peer is both lay-rector and lay-bifhop, and ^points, 

or not, aa he dioofes a flipendiaTy chaplain over many bnndred Protef- 

tant fonla. The chmdi is minonfly dilapidated: and its dooia have 

been clofed agtdnil the chnrch-going popnlation for neariy twQ yean 

(S«p^ MDCCCixxiv.) — See Bifhop Bomet's account of the origin of thefe 

blemilh^B of our Ecdefiaflical Ck>alUtation, in the IBfiory if the R^or- 

mation. Vol. i. Book iti. p. 522; Vol. v. Book vi. p. 634. Oxford Edit. 

HDCCCXXtX. 
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grew up to be vicars-general of the bifhop and ordinaries 
in the diocefe, then they afliimed to themfelves fo much 
of the vijitatarian power, that the ratal beans could no 
longer t^t, but in fubordination to thefe new mailers ; 
and as a mark of inferiority and fubjection, they were 
allowed to go their circuit with two horfes only, when 
the archdeacons might have five or feven. This depen- 
dency and limitation of power reftrained the mral tteans 
from the deOxe of being victors j and therefore, to eafe 
themfelves of the trouble, and their clergy of the ex- 
pence, they let fall this jurifdiction by confent, and left 
this neceflaiy care of all the churches folely to the arch- 
deacons next under the bifhop : " whofe right and du^ 
it now is, according to the conftitution of the church of 
England, to infpect the churches and chancels, with the 
ecclefiaflical houfes and polTeilions, in the feveral parishes 
within their jurifdiction. To which Gibfon adds, as a oargitaiiu 
&rther iUuftnition, that it is i^&ie pttrochial vi/ttatioiu, ^^hm-' 
and not fuch vifitationt as are now held by archdeacons \. lo. 
(which feem to be only the remains of the ancient 
fynods) that our ecclefiafijcal laws ordinarily mean, when 
they fpeak of archidiaconal vifitaiion ; and that it is on 
account of the fame porocAto/ vi/itations, and not of thefe, 
that the archdeacons claim and enjoy their procurations. 
Such vi/itatums as are now held by archdeacons, are 
more like general dbapters of the clergy, anciently held 
by the Total tteatu, in their refpectiye liranrirs ; at which 
the con^tution of Otho required the archdeacons to be 
often prefent ; and they being fuperior to the ntral btans, 
in point of jurifdiction, grew by d^ees to prefide over 
them, and from thence to have the fole authority in 
them ; — that authority palling, by a kind of devolution, 
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from the mtal Ireans to the archdeacons. See alfo Codex 
I. E. A. Tom. II. p. 969. Tit. xlii. c^. viii. 



When, however, their own power of parochial vi/ita- 
tion was thus, in Kennett*s phrafe, interfered with, it 
appears, from an epiftle of Robert Grofletefle*, bilhop of 
Lincohi, to his archdeacon, that the Utaas of tfit tMCRtt^ 
were ftill employed to convocate the rural cleigy to 
'V'*^*"^ epifcopal mjttations; — " Vobts mandamus btCBnM ardiidia- 
a' "il'^a '^"'"''^i' vejiri pramoneatis, ut prompUJint ad concocaadim 
p.ii.p.3«. cor€tm nobis pradktog rectores, vkarios, etjacerdotes loeU 
et temporibua quibua eis mandab'mus, ne in pradicando atd 
aiUa exequendia qutE ad noJlrumfpectarU o^fdum^ incenta- 
mus impedimentum." — This duty they had fhared with 
archdeacons, probably, from their firft inftitution :— for 
in the feventh century the arc&tTfni or the archdeacon 
are charged, by the fixteenth canon of the council of 
Rouen (A,D. dcl.), to be perfonally active in the per- 
formance of fuch preliminary meafures, and to prepare 



ffmwl Wwffft (') la Hxeaxlj Alii cUt i^Enqmry at Fyitation(,\heeartix&,indeei, 

SS^OTi?^' ^ *^ conncilB of Great Britain, fave thofe of Hugh de Welles, J.D. 

la^a^Uo i» Mccxsx, lo his Brdtdeacono, CC. M. B. et H. VoL i. p. 627), addrefled by 

^^ thu learned prelate to his church'ofGcers (feemingly, from the leading 

article, of laical character), the firft is — "Oe mtd orcAiiitaconi etjiiit 

fanulia." The fecond— "»r Dwanl*" (mtal DtAM) "qualiterfe ha- 

htatA in i0cnijm*" And in the general Inqu^iowM de cUricu et laid* 

of the year iicci.iii, recorded in the fame annals (p. 325), there is one 

item of eiamination " De vUd et hontjlaU orcAu&iconOT-um, ttranoniin, 

et dericonan qui minijlrant in ecd^tit, et de mini/in* etfamvU* per- 

Jimaram et aliorum : " and another, " An tuianus el aJA co^jpiraiiotum 

JverirU ante adcetdum eptfcopi" — p. 326. 
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the clergy aod people for the arrival of their diocelan 
paftor in violation. — " Cum epifcopusjiutm cUeece/m circuit, ^j*^ ^ ^■ 
archidiaamui vtl artflfptttllBtti:, cian praire debet uno out s*t r«idmi. <& 
duobug diebus per parockias quas vifltaturus eji, et plebe lll^T Jm! 
amvocatd onnwictore debet proprii paftoris advcfUum, ei cip.xc.p.ii. 
vi omnes, exceptit infirmis, ad ejus Jynodum die denomi- 
natd impratermifti occwrimi. Et omnimodis ex autori- 
UUe 98. canomtm pradperc, ef tidnadtir denundare debet, 
quod Ji qw eAfque gravi necejjiicde dejuerit, proculdubio 
H commumone Chrijiiand Jit pellendus. Deinde acdtis 
fecatm presbyteris, qui in illo loco feroitium debent exhibere 
qtybopo, quidquid de minoribus et letioribus caufis corri- 
gere potejl, emendare fatagat ; ut pontifex ventens nequa- 
qudun in facilioribus negotOs fatigetur, aut Jibi immorari 
ampU^ nec^e Jit ibi quHtn expet^a Jifffidat. Ait emm 
Dominus ad Moifen de hi^uftiemadi cooperatoribua, ' ut 
tecum' (inquif) 'fujitntent onus populi, et non tufolus gra- 
veria ;' et beatus Joannes Baptijia adventum Domini prce- 
currit pradicando dicens :. ' Pamitentiam agite,' &c. Et 
Ueriim, ' Parate viam Domini,' &c." 

Laftly, the diocefan fynod of Antwerp under Mirseus 
(^.D. MDcx.) decrees — " SBttanos mxaUi prtEmonUus h -nt kxi*. tap. 
nobi*,Juos paftores moneai iti epifcopo vifitatau"o, omnia " ■"■ ***" 
qua ad Tifitationem jpectasU, praparent ; eifque in earn 
rem mittai injiructionem h nobis prafcnptam." 



In the ninth century, ratal anliptfests had the honour 
of enterAiintng- the biftiop on occaflon of his vifiting for 
parochial confirmation : — when, it will be feen, the 
council of Pavia {A.D. dccclv.) catered moft liberally for 
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the epifcopal gueiU and retinue : — " Statuhnut, Tie ejn- 
Jcopi, guandd pro corifirmando popuhan, parocfdas circum- 
eunt, anibfpres&Btetos fitos gravent, ut htffti/modi difyfen/H 
contenti Jint : Panes centum, fi-ijlringas^ quatuor, xfini 
fcxtaria quinqiiaginta, puUo$ feptem, &oa qidngiuiginta, 
agnum unum, porceUwn unum, annonam ad caballos mo- 
diosfex, ftenum corr.' tres {font corbes), met, oieteait cera, 
quod Jt^kit" — 'a &ir allowance of entertamment, it 



(') Pr0ringM~^mtteai aitojiificmga* mAJrefcmgia* (fee S i r mon di 
note ad capituia KaivH Calvi et Juce^onan, p. 8.)— tii^ were young 
pIgB, not fackiDg-pgs, bat of lar^r fize, u Sinnond and othen explain 
" pomtUu majoret, nojidam tamen ji^i mcremenH." Vwj are men- 
tioned by ffincmar, in hia Capituia to bis arcbdeacons, and by many 
othen. " Vadiamu (el aJii) fcrt^am aduitam ezponuRf," ^fles ^»e]- 
man ; " nam el nojiri {inquit Vadiarau) vettatom porcum Jilo^^-etm 
mmiculum out advltum fiifiMittg vocant," Gl^ar. p. 260, in voce 
Fr^citiga. 

(') " Corr. corbii or corbtu — met^ra JrumentaHx Jpedet apud Bo^ 
nnuet^et Ralo* &c." See Dncange Glojfar. Tom. ii. coL 580-81. in 
vodbiu oorbi* — norbtu. 

(') In hu umotAtians on the SompOtNt of Bolton (a folio of a thon- 
fand pages, banning in hcgxc, and ending in Hcccxxv.) Dr. Wbitaker 
has noticed {.lEftory of Craven, p. 399 — 2d EdiL) the eoormonB ex- 
pence of parocMai vyUaHon aa then conducted, ^le fnm diarged, ae 
expended oa the archbilhop's reception at Bolton, wonld have been 
foffident, the biftorian fays, for two hundred men and horfes. Nor will 
that be ibongbt extravagant, when it b nnderftood that In AJi. uccxti, 
an archdeacon of Ridunond, on bis vifttaHon, came to the priory of 
Bridlington, with a trun of ninety-IeTen horfes, twenty-one doga, and 
three hawks. Dogdale's MonafL VoL il p. 65. See ^hry of fF&ai- 
{ey,p. 171; and Hoffinan'a Xrenoon, in Voce Procnratio. Another article, 
relating to the arcUepifcopal vi/Uatitm at Bolton. i« eitremdy cniioaa — 
" In prdteadd et futjure equorum et eaman lytd A'ep'i xt. qr. aoen," 
Dr. Whiteker thinks this prelate hunted with a pack of bounds, !n hu 
progrefs from parilh to parill) ! See an extract from an indulgence of 

Pope 



San. U.] Van^l ^riitotim. 

muft be acknowledged, for man and horfe — contldering 
that the eccleflaftical legiflators, then in fynod affemUed, 
had the relief of the aicft^itsItstRal hofts in view, when 
paffing this canon of limitation. 



Pope Alesander to the clergy of BerUhire, before quoted under vifita- 
SoHol du&t from Collier*B Appendix. Hie writer pofTefles a cnrioiu 
Me compend of vijitatimal dtUUi, eodtled tkattxlut t* VMtaiiaaiiw 
ffiM^IftuV, per R. P. AtOionium (Dopping), Ej^copam Mideri/im, 
^D. MDCKCTL — Dublinii hdoxcvi. — which throwa fome Ugbt on vifi- 
(otional dutit*, u exercifed by DtBM ntnl and other ecclefiaffiical 
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SECTION m. 

SvNODicAL Duties. — fCnttt* j&SMbalM. 

coniequence of the report, which tfeans 

axal had to make at epifcopal fyno^ of 

he ftate of rehgion, and the conduct of the 

lergy and laity of their btanrCes, they were 

necejfary attendants at thefe. general vifitations of each 

diocefe', appointed at ftated intervals for the whole- 

Anti^iu$of fome purpofe "of infpecting in order to reformation." 

p. 176. ' And thence, in the opinion of Somner, Kermett, Alter' 

Parochial JnH- 

•pMet,voin. bury, and others, they were dellgnated Tcjies Synodala 

cbar^ at Tat- — from the information communicated by them to the 

HD«:viii. fynod, as witnefTes : — but not, Gib/on fu^efls, to the 

vbl"^"'*"97». ^X'^l'^'o^ of the j^woda/ witnejfes properly fo called ; of 

Tit xLii. c. IX. whom Archbifhop Edmund's twenty-firft conftitution 

cc.M.B.itH. (.^.A Mccxxxvi.) thus fpeaks; — " Sint in guolibet beta- 

VoLi.p.637. '^ , , •' . .^ , , ^ ... 

nattt duo vel tres vtrt, deuh haoentea pr<E ocutu, qta 

exeeffiis publicos pralalorvm, et aliorum dericorum, ad 

mandatian archiepyhopi vel Qiis fetalis, ipfit dentm- 

cient .-"— and who had been, nine years before, inftituted 

ss. cc. Tom. by the council of Narbonne in thefe words : — " DifiricU 

cu. iiv. ' mandamus, ut ab ^tfcopis teftes fynodales in JmguUs 

injiituantur parochiis, qui de hareji et de aliis crimm^us 

Tkt Cmfry (' } Herbert fays of the country parfbn, that " he obfervea vyUaiioni, 

f^m^ '' "* *'"'' "'^"B the"*! makes due ufe of them, as of clergy comieilt, for ibe 

benefit of the diocefe." ^ 
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' manifeftia dUtgerUir inquirant, poJimodUm epi/copis quod 
int>enermt rdatvri" 

Thefe were the \x{iBJteratoretfyru>di or tejiet fyrwdcdet ^^nt^ 
(from whence, fays Staveley, " our Qwe/?-nien, who are En^md, cb^>. 
to be aiding and affifting to the churchwardens, are called sfliiiii^fl«n-i 
Side-men, i.e. qwt/i Synod-men") — not fuccefTors of the voLi.piv' 
ninil beans in the ofiSce of detectmg, after the latter had 
b^un to decline in authority, as affirmed by Kennett ; 
but, on the contrary, employed long before (" te/iibus amImiu cc. 
fynodalibus arc6tp«sibetet{ aia iTKanl vxxAti fu^kcti funt," T<im.iy.p.!08.. 
lays Richard) in the duty of laying informations before 
the bilhop in private at the epifcopal fee, or publicly at 
fynod. On which latter occalion, it was cuftomary — at 
an elder date than the Narbonne and Cuiterbury canons 
— as early, indeed, as t^e days of Hincmar — ^for the s*, waami 
bifhop aiTembled with his clei^ and laity in council, p. 711 "' '' 
'*poJi congruam allocutionem," to appoint certain " matu^ Dtenu r. it. 
riores, honefiiores, atque veraciores rnrot," to give infer- e.Tii.-«.a' 
mation upon oath^ concerning the manners of the 

(') Can. xTi. " Jura6un^ teitesfyaoAaleB, vel JaUimJidem loco jura- sa.CC. Tom. 
mend pu&unl m h&cfwmd. Prim6, quid per totum annum ujqve ad ""■ **'■ '*■ 
Jjptodum proximam dUigenier mquiretU, Jimplicitir tamen de piano et 
abjipte vUd jurifdictitme, qua cotrectionu et reformatumit tkm m cUra 
quhm iapopulojmt Tiecfffaria : et quid iUa^fidelUeT referent in amciiio 
provindali et Jjfiiodo ep^agmH praxime ceUbratuHt, pojiqahmjverint 
requifiti : ii/uraTio$, adutterot, concubmariot notoriot.feu man^e/bu, et 
quqfaaiqtK man^ejli et pvbJic^ deUaqueniea, tarn in clero qu&m in 
populo, quot debUd ad ktec adhiiiitd diHgentid, perqtaftoerint, d^erre et 
daainiiare,quandd^ipeT hoc reqidfiiifiterint, denunUare noR omittenL" 
See ConeiL Satiiburgenji, ann. hccocsx, cap. 11. ; aUb the tide de Ttfii- 
bm Sjfnodalibua in the fonrifa council of Milan (A.D, hdlxxti.), cap. tt. 
5S.CC. Tom. xsi. coL 296; — and the fame title in the cotindl of Avignon 
iA.D. MDxciv.), cap. IV. S8. CC. Tom. xxi. coL 1331; and of Rome 
{A.D. MDccxxv.), SS. CC. Tom. xxi. col. 1898. 
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people within the diftrict of fuperviflon '. 

aa. oc Tow. About' the title of thefe primitive fecular mtneffes, then, 
there can be no doubt. They are ezpreffly denominated, 
by the council of Salzburg and others, t^e* pubUd Jiix 

Be^noo-Ub. It. ^nodaltu. In Rheginon's jirttc^ o/* ^n^utry, they bear 
the title of luccanf: "Si inwiaqudqucparoc^'OtamiJmt 
per vUlat conftittUi viri veraces et deuh timentet, qui 
cateros admoneant, ut ad eccle/iam ptrgant ad mattUmas, 
miffhm et cefperas : et nihil (^>eris in diebw fejlit faciant. 
Et Ji honan qtdjpiam tranfgreffus fuerit, prUbytero an- 
nuntient ; ^milUer et de luxurid, et omni opere prtvoo:" 

as.ccT<m. and the Dcune in an early council of Rouen {A.D. dcl.), 
can. XV., the words of which have been already adduced, 
in a note at the beginning of the l^otEC. 

To the circumitance of the names brang identical for 
the lay and jpiritital police, and the duties, as appears 
from the cited article of inquiry, fo much alike, may be 
attributed the erroneous application of the title of tcfie* 
fynodalct to our fpiritual beans ; (who were not merely 



Such ptdeatmenU of the fiate of the chnrdies, deigy, and people, 
within the dlocefe of Samm, by f3rnoclAl witnefles, Mr. Boocher infbnns 
me, occur in regnlat feiiea In the epifcopal regiRry daring the fifteenth 
centoiy, and paiticolarty in the year hccxxt. In fom« few tnftances the 
prefentmenti alfo contain accoonts of tbe lands and titles belonging to 
benefices. 

(') At a later date, they had to give an account of the conduct of (he 
ntul Ocnw tbenifelvea — " Ihi (In fynodo dioecefanfl) digatOur teflei 
fynodales, Jiee per bctntatMf, Jiee aHutuB ad arMrium epijhopi, qid 
omrd exc^tione majora txptoreiU m lotd diac^ per paradat Jingulo- 
rum, atque eliam eirckidituionoram et Dnninum actions, de quibuM m 
pnximdjjfnodo ejtifeopo remmHtMl," And, probably, the like reference 
to bnna rani may be intended in Archbilhop Edmund's confutation, 
before quoted. 
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were clerical fupervifors with confiderable jurifdiction)— i 
a nufUke firib made by Lyndwood under the guiduice '' 
of an Italian caooniA, Joannes Andreas. See Card. 
Hoftienfia foL cxis. ^fi^r primo Decretalium, de Officio 
arcii(iir(»6BUri — " raJngul^E plebea &c." Johnfon's Ec- 
cUf Leaos, Addenda &c. J.D. mlxit.; Boehmer Jus 
EccU^q/i. Protejiant. Lib. ui. Tit. xzxix. ^ lxiii. feqq. 
" an teJlcE fynodales amferendi cum ftxititivxxis ?" § lxv. ; 
and particularly Bifbop Dopping's of Meath Tractatui de 
Vifitationibna EjU/copalibua, cap; xxi. pp. 48, feqq. 

Though we look in vain for any canon or conilitution 
of the churph beftowing on trtanjt raral in general the 
title in queftion, ftiU, m point of function, they were 
fynodal witnejit at the epifcopal fyuod — as well as the 
lay-officers above mentioned — informing and attefting 
fuch diforders of the clei^ and people, as, during their 
previous viiltations, they had obferved to be meet for 
epifcopal interference: — " Dum violent bctanf fffidum staiataSfad. 
teJHtmifynodalium eccercentea, inquirantfumnuxrU de noto~ ^mii/b. /■ 
rOt criminibuB et fcandalu efti/3etn loci, tdm clericorum vt^^ja^i. 
qudm kacorum: et quod per fi corrigere non poterurU, '"'•'*"■ 
tpi/hopo referant infra menfem, ut fecundum eorum rela- 
tionem ad plenam inquifitionem defcendat ^tifcopus et cor- 
rigat, id viderit expedire." And, on one occafion, it 
feema, they were appointed with laymen to the office m 
fact, aoAfhared wUh them the title of tejiea fynodaiet for ^ cc Ton. 
the time being. Such a nomination of beans rural ', attft- 



<'} ffilhop Freak, in hu p^wr on n»I Otm* ot JwptrmtatdanU, &yB arm-tJuauOt, 
the; an lenned in the law T^ Synodalet ,■ but this is a niftake. }[^|' ^*^ "' 
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pxinu, and trtans of (BitHnianits, occurs in the fortieth 

canon of the council of Paris {A.D. hccccxxix). 

&rir/'ui?i/"' ^" ^'^^ diocefan fynod of Antwerp (^A.D. mdlxxti), the 

J^_' Titxvrn. niral Irtansf are invefted with the capacity of appointing 

tejies Jfnodales by Francis Sonnius. — Seeii^ that vice 

had vaiily increafed, irom the want of fufficient detection 

Dtec^T*"^ and expofiu-e, the bifhop commands his trtans — " Ut in 

''^F^"^ Jifigulis parockiia conjiituant duos viros honejios et zeU^oa 

iittndu, p. in. tejiesjynodales, qui concubinarios, adulteros, clericorum m- 

vqfbres ac percujfores, i^vrarioa,contracti^qu6 iUtdtos exar- 

cmtes, et quacunquc crimina ad noftram corredionemjpec- 

tantia quotannta coram ipjis ttttanfs out aliit ad hoc nobis 

depidandis exponant, vt hahUd inqui/itione pq^t contra cos 

procedi ad emendattonem." 

The duties of treans raral, abridged as they are in 
modem days, approximate very nearly to thofe of the 
rural tcfiea of old ; though, in the by-gone days of the 
former's plenary jmifdiction, they far furpaffed the jaro- 
toreajj/nodi in the extent of their commillion. 

But to return to diocefan fynods — whence has inci- 
dentally arifen this too long digrefllon on tefies ^nodaUi, 
their origin, duties, and likenefs to trtans ntral. 
^vfiqfiieai The canous of the church vary in their injunctions as 
to the frequency of holding epifcopal fynods (fliU exifting, 
Bilhop Stillingfleet tells us, under the t^pe of moce&n 
vifltations') at which litans ratal, heretofore, made their 
atteftations and prefentments. Once a year, at leaft, 



(') At Uie time of die Refbrma^n under Henry VIII. the fubnifGoii 
of the cler^ made all diocefan meetings to be execntive vifitAtions, no 
longer legiilative fynoda : yet, when the clergy's fnbmillkni wu repealed 
under Qneen Mary, the (hocefan power of legiilation retamed; and in 
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fuch a conveDtion of the clei^ under their dioce&n _ 
(tiie moft ancient form of fynod, though not the moft p. h. l. m. 
dignified) was aflembled. — " Atmis Jingulis epifcopus in Dant.'v.i. 
fud dicBcefi fynodum faciat de Jids derkis, necndn abbof e.x»""'' 
tibui, et dt/cutiat alteras dericos et monachos." 

At this council of the diftrict, the ratal btans of Eng- Pam^uajnti- 
land were rightfid coadjutora for deliberating on the t »«-' 
affiiirs of the church : and, when duly conftituted, the 
fynbd conlifted of the biihop as prefident, the catgetrial 
tuns in the name of their collegiate body of presbyters, 
the archdeacons as deputies or proctors of their inferior 
order of deacons, and the ntial tftans^ in the name of 



that leign, Bonner and other bilhops held fynods and framed conftitu- 
tlong for their refpecdve diocefes. But now that fubmilTioa has returned 

(') Dii* piocaralori^ dtaracter of AtxM mtsl, at diocefan fynoda in wuUna'a Dffir- 
Bwglwn^, did not go to the extent of fnperfeding the attendance of the ^f'^-^"'^^' 
parodiial clergy ; who, in additioa to the UtanK and archdeacons, if they cc.ii.B.ttH. 
had benefices wittun the diocefe, were obliged to perfonal attendance. " ' '' 
tC howerer, at any time, the incumbent clergy were prevented attending Sua* ^ihe 
on (he biihop by lickneTa or other caofe ; on fuch occaTions, we may ^ ^ st^!^ 
■^trffrrftand, die erchdeaoona and nital ttanf were empowered to act fc»' PP' 33, reqq. 
them ; — a coftom wUcb obtained more particularly in the German fynoda. 

In the diocefe of Saiut Omer, it waa particularly decreed {A.D. SioLSjptad. 
MDLixxui. — mcxi-) that aU pallors fhould be perfonaUy attendant, jj^ ^„_ ^ „, ' 
Tbey were not to be excofed on the plea of parochial dntiee, fimeralt, f- m- 
or maniages ; nor were the fttni# to admit any escufes as jufliiying 
abfence, till, on convictioa of their neceffity or probability, they had pre- 
feuted them to the bifhop for examination. " Interim et pro fe et pro 
fui tSftrictiu pafloribiu rejpondeant, adjint necne, ahfiiUet nominent tt 
feripto tradant," And the like was decreed by the diocefan fynod i^ Siai. SrnoJ. 
Yprea {A-D. xdlxxvii.) ; lady abbefTee alone being excnfed, cufioma- ji,j™'™^ 
rily, from perfonal attendance, and allowed to depote their confeflbn p- 9. 
and chaptoinH inftead. 
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the pfu-ochial clei^, as the proper delegates and stand- 
ing reprefentatives of that hody, to confolt with the 
bifhop upon all matters connected with the church and 
Mt^iTSw! its local difcipline — " Vt qua ex ipforumjudkio refhrma- 
CML xTui. /lone gpnf Jiahere compsrientur, communi conjilio emendcnr- 
tuT," And fo on the continent, in Bel^um and the 
iws^p^-nt. joining ftates, Van Efpen reports, "Generality vocari 
iTui.c.i.p.105. capitutum qtijhopale, reverendog dominos ahbaie», abbaiiffiu, 
prapojitos, axtbittah^ttns ntralts, priores, priorijiu, ca- 
terofque omnet, qui dejwc vel cor^uetudine Jynodo diace- 
fan<E interejfe debent." See alfo Statuta S^nod. Dkecefim. 
Yprer^. cap. ii. (^A.D. hdlxxvii.) 

The number of thefe fynods in each year varied, as 

above ilated, at different periods and places — once — 

twice — thrice — no general rule prevailed. Once, however, 

Sgmod. Bafi. may be faid to have been the tnq/i Jreguent ufage — " Ad 

ss.'cc.'T-xn. minus femil in anno, ubi non eft confuetudo bis anmtatkn 

celebrari." But, in the uicient formulary for holding 

a^ct^curn *'^*°' '° England, the order is that they be convened twice 

^^ht" ^ y^^'^t ^^^ ^^'^ Wake afferts to have been the mea- 

fure of them here ; though the common direction of the 

canon law, with which Lyndwood agrees, was once only. 

SS/jft^^ An epiftle of the archbifhop of Rouen (circa A.D. 

P '■ '' 'h' * MGCLXxx.) de Regtdarium Pfivilegiis orders every metro- 

<an. ii. poUtan to hold a provincial council, annuaUy, " nonjblum 

de epi/copit, veriim etiam de capittdis catkedralium et aU- 

arum ecclefiarum, abbatibut exempts et non exen^is, 

necndn de trttanfit rntalftitiii et alits ecde/tajiicit virii deom 

timentibut et peritiam habentibus litterarum; ut communi 

omnium conjilio, cum dictum negotium omnea tangal, da 

eommuRis et utilis eligaiur ad obviandum periculis, et onw 

profequendi negotium ab onmibus/t^^tetur &c." 

I I CocH^lc 
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nJu. Jtcrm, 

{AJ). MDXxiv), before referred to, bids the celebration of p*"- 
an epifcopal fyood by each diocefan biihop, "^ngulo 
anno Jaltitn cum pottoribua pr<E.ltda, tiecanfs TttlBlfbus, et- 
rijqut dignis :" — but the Formuia Reformatioim {A.D. F-rm-s^Km. 
HDZLTiu.) under the head de Ordinum Ecdefia/iicorumjyLpf.'thX. 
Qffidia, recurs to the olden cuitom of twice, — enjoining 
all ecdefiafUcal officers, whether archdeacons, c^orrpf- 
sapf, atcdptesbBtcn, or beans rnt al, "fynodia ef^copaUbua 
itUereffe, r^enre, et ejgxmere illic/uaportiuncula^atum 
«t ttrtH cumpartibut amfulart ac decemere &c." So alfo 33.cc.TaaL 
the council of Cologne under Adolphus (^A.D. hdxlix.) : 
" Bis quotamtls pro veteri more." And the latter alfo ^j^jf*** 
prefcribes that the trtanx and their co-attendants Ihould p.«is.' 
have their ezpences paid by the perfons whom they 
reprefented, and grants a power of compulfion on non- 
payment :—" Stcanf collegiorum accedentet adfvnodum nimtaa.r.ti 

'^' . . „ .. . ,. - - » . ... -^ ^ f A iirJD.Tom.ll. 

proJtoM cotUgus tn reltgioTttf offcto et dtgnuatfifud con- p.ii.L.iit.c.79. 
fervtmdis : et ttttani rniBlrv p'o fute regiuncula parochOs 

DEO utique mHitant. Nemo verd tmlitat unqtiitm fids dif- 
pendiu: Proptered.^atuimua,utpronumerodierum,qttibus 

concUiitm dwat, cffnfercml becBtifs^^ collegia, et parocM 
Jvbfidxa in fumptua, quot neceffarid faeere debent, ahfque 

omm tergiverfatume." 
The fynod of Cambray' (A.D. mdl.) leg^ates for the 



(') Atadiedlo the report of the proriiuaal council of Cambrmj (.<4.D. JdmCaneU. 
MDUv.), >M the nunea and title* of eighteen ttital ttcatf— " n^iytt^ jh^l!™^ '*' 
tctni feu IHcani 0^]ttfnt(tBd^ tHacefu Cameracer^, Gim jmt quhm 
curatovm,^iorumDniniatnumr«^c(M>Jfiomtntfru*.-" and othen, again, cc.Rettm. 
ftppesT in the mafier-roU of namea. " t&m de jure qudm de ctn^ittu- ^*^^'-^,i 
ifine," prefent at fynod in the diocefe of LiTienx. L ^If i ^ t^ il l. 
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£^^*^ treotnal retinue on the occafion:— " QuUibet ttecantw pro 
fwr«fli/:p.72. j-g^ gf duobus facerdotibus fvx bttanatto, quinque eqvis, et 
qudlibet die, pro quotibet equo,fecundiim dijiantiam locorum, 
octp grojjis tvrontnjibus regalibus Jii contetaut, vwtiendo 
adfynodum, et remanem ibiddm, quoujqui eomputiu trtta- 
■a,fHVLXR Jint finiti, et per unam diem tUtrti: nifi de mandato 
Domini Sec. diutiUs remanere debeani." 

In the diocefe of Ypres in Flanders, it had been cuf- 

tomary to hold two annual conventions of the dignified 

and inferior clergy in the cathedral church; but, in 

conTequence of divers inconveniences experienced by 

the parochial clergy in attending a fecond time, it was 

decreed, under the fanction of the lynod of udlxxvii, 

that the btans alone Ihould be obliged to a fecond at> 

tendance, at the joint expence of all the clergy, in the 

iMi. %iad. bilhop's palace : — " De rebus reUgionis, et dejiaiu eecle- 

Titi. cp-v. Jiarum,fni8 et paftorum fuorum nondnUms cum ^ifcopo 

communicaturi : necnon declartUuri, Jt qua d\ffictdtatet 

poji novijjimam jynodutn Juborta fuerunt, quee comtnodi 

m/5«6 ad aUeramJynodum diffhrri non poffvM : atque ctiam 

audituri, qua ipfis ex offieio proponi continget," &c. 

Atwiri,ss.Ro- A privUege of confolidating the two meetings, {^ain, 

p.isi.^.a' ■ into one, on the united authorities of the Tridentine, 

Lateran, and Bail) decrees, was ceded to the difcretion 

of the bilhop by the council of Rouen (A.D. MDLxxxiOf 

in expectation of a proportionate increafe of care and 

attention to the duties of the fingle feffion ; which were 

ss. cc. Tom. provided for by exprefe canon : — " In ijffia archidiaconi et 

cc'bmbwu^. trecanf raiaUs de curaUa tbm prafentibua, quian ahfentibut, 

p.tis.c^'xsu. ^ifcopo debent reddere rationem, et omnia in vi^tatione et 

calendis audita et comperta referri, examinari, acjudicari, 

coLTis- et Jiatuenda publicari." And the fame precept iqipears 
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in the canons of the cotincfl of Rheims (^A.D. mdlzxxiii.) 
— and of Saint Omer of the fame year : — the latter of Dterti.ssnaL 
which fynods enacts, "jOtcanf, quibujcimt asUe et poji im.cip^iT. 
Jifnodum de toto duece/is Jiatu et bono, agendum nobis tji, 
mtUuriua a&JinX, et uno atgue altero diefynodi dUmprceve- 
ttiant, et quid its faciendum Jit, d Tiobis pojifynodum man- 
data acc^Jit." 

But of the frequency of holding epifcopal conventions 
we have feid enough ; — a few extracts explanatory of 
the ttecanal duties in connexion with them, and we have 
done — ^referringthe reader, who may be defirous of more 
detailed information, to Van Efpen de Synod. ZHeecef. &c. 
Part I. Tit xvra. cap. i. p. 105. and the LHrectorium Sy- 
nodale of the diocefe of Colc^ne publiihed by Arch- 
biibop Maximilian, :4.D. hdclxu. 

In council affembled, the Veans delivered to the pre- 
flding bifliop their acta bfflftatfonfs, attefting the lame by 
oath ; and otherwife informed him, orally or by letter, 
of the temporal and fpiritual circumftances of their re- 
fpective bitanatts — partictdarly delivering to him formal 
pr^entitienta, inJcr^Hs, of aU that was amils in the rural 
difljicts under their chai^ ; and availing themfelves of 
the opportunity of paying the feveral taxes due on ac- 
count of the parochial clergy to the diocefan ; of which 
impofts, as we fhall hereafter fliew, they were the official 
collectors. Such was the ufual routine, " in obedience 
to the oft-repeated injunction that bade them to be dili- 
gent in their delegate, refponfible overfeerfhip, and to 
report every thing to the bifhop." But when the matter 
of their prefentments was urgent, and required imme- 
diate epifcopal interference, they waited not for the flow 
formality of the periodical fynod, but went at once with 

D,nlz,d.yCOOgle 
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their complaint to the bifhop in private, and received 
his inftructions thereon '. 

Even monthly* reference to the bifhop (under the title 
of " the ordinarie") is ordered in the Gloucefter Iiytmo- 
caM.a.ttH. tiont of Cardinal Pole (A.D. m&yi.)—" TotaJmgt the 
ctergie, can. ziv. All prefentments are commanded to 
be thus often laid before him, or his chancellor, by the 
bean imal, the churchwarden fupplying them to the 
latter : — " That every btanc do fende all the prefent- 
ments, tfai^ fhall come to his hands, to the ordinarie, or 
his chauncelor, montheUe uppon pain of contempt." — 
which prefentments are, by the fame Jr0unctiont, "Touch- 
mgc the laitie," can. xvn., ordered to be dehvered by the 
churchwardens into " the handes of the btan of the 
Ueantfe, as they will avoyde the dauAger of peijuxie, and 
forfeting of theire recognizances." 

But to go back to epifcopal fynods of earlier times, of 
the economy of which, as well as the concern of toeans 
mral therein, the fee of Ai^burg offers an ancient and 
very interefting example. 
' In that diocefe, St. Udalric, a canonized laint of the 



■t (') 'Dob muibnnity -of reference on tbe pKrt of tnnit nttal to dw 
,, bilTiop, &t his fe«, or at vifitadoa, or fynod, U InTuiably obferved by 

continental conncila of the fixteenth and ferenteentb centimes : — witneCi 

tliofeofAngabaTg(^J). HDXssTi.uidHDSLTni.); ofCunfat«y(jl ZXusl. 

AnduDLXT.}; of Malinea ( J J), hdlxx.) ; of Melon (^.D. mdlzxix.); 

<rf Bheinu (A.D. mvmnt.) \ of Accioi (^^. mdlxxxv.) ; of Rooa 

(jLD, mdcxxviii.) ; and ioanmemble others. 

(*} Tbe Otan rural ia ordered by tbe B^ormatio LL. JBcdef. to Uij 

Ids prdentmeid before tbe bUbop or ordinary " ii^ra deeem dia m 
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his aniiptesiistefx, fuch places for his fynods as vere BoaoMtiA* 
leafi liable to civil interruption ; and there, in fecluded m/i. lSTui. 
conference, to make ftrict inquiry of the attendant arc^ fmrnLTm. 
priests and btans, into the itate and condition of their «i'iS!iiuion.h 
fubject churches, the morals, and religious obferTancesp.4siD.8o. 
of the inhabitants, &e. — " Congregatis ante ft, cUricu, 
uxt^ifxab&tto% et trtcBnos, et optimos quoa inter eos inve- 
mre potuit, cauti interrogavit, quatenHs quoHditmtan dei 

ferviUum ab da impkreturt et qualitir illis populusfubactua 
ex eit regeretttr in Jludio prcedicandi docendique, quan- 
tdque aadeld infantes baptizarentur, infirm vijitarentur et 
ungerentw, defunctorum etiam corpora guantd comptiffione 

fepulturis traderentur, oiduis et orphania in univerjia neaf- 

JiUdibus fubvenirent, quantoque Jitidio in hofpUibut et 
advents Ckrifio nUniJirarent, ji Jitbintroductat mulieres 

Jecum habmjfeni, et inde crimen fiypidonis in^rent; Ji ctan 
canibut et acc^trUnu venationes fequerentur, tabernat 
. cau/H cdendi vel bAendi mgrederentur, ^ turpesjocos m 
tifu habtretUtJi ebrietatet et commeJfcttionM fupra modum 
amarenttji rixis et coniention&na et amtdationibus defer~ 
virent; Ji nupriif fecidaribua intereffent; Ji aliqtd eorum 
rmttijieria indecentia in confuetudiJte haberent: Ji per 
ialendas more anteceffbrumjiiorum ad locaJitUvta conve- 
nirent, ibique foktas orationes ejplerent, fuqfqite ecdefias 
ad tempus revtferent: Ji obedientiam eorum magiftrta pree- 
buijfent, et in toto fuo minifterio devoti d apti manere 

Jiudmjferd, RefponJionA autem de interrogatis Jactd et 
ratione oeritatis perceptdjiantibus m rectitudme dtddjfimx 
confolationis gratid gratificavit et ut demceps & normuld 

ju^itia ne deoidrent, fuavi colloqmo admonuit, erroneos 
autem per devia incedentes Jratres dignit terruit corr^ 
tionibus, et, tU pojiea coryiteta vitia omitterent, pracepit." 
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Sach were the interrogatories put to the aflemUed clergy 
by the fainted prelate of Augsbui^. 

The next century affords a very copious defcriptioD 
of the formula of holding a diocefan fynod, in the year 
Hxxii, at Salingeftat in Germany. It has been copied 
' by Van Efpen^ and tranflated by Dr. Field. But the 
interrogatories of St. Udalric will fuffldently explain the 
concern of beans latal therein ; — and to his long cata^ 
logue of inquiries may be added another of prefentments 
of a later date ; which the bifhop of Padua has left \ia, 
(bearing date A.D. uccLXXXiv, m fynodo apud S. Hij^to- 
lyttm) — chaining the clergy, generally, to make known 
to their btan» in fcriptia, within a month, all perfons 
obnoxious to the defects and crimes enumerated therein 
as meet for acculation ; and the beans, on their part, to 
lay the iame before the bifliop at fynod, on pain of grave 
puniihment. — The catalogue, below g^ven, contaii^ 
many curious items of impeachment '. 



(') " Accofandi fnnt drca infra fcripta." 
" JBiJiaU d^eeiut et culpa, crimina et articuU, dt qwbtufioU derici 
fuiK&et tuscufandi; eontra quo* poterunt comprcban: abfenla h capi- 
luh tarn pltham, qvam noarii ; item ab/hUe* & Jiat hent/Sdu ; item 
mKoU ad ordi^ie* et non vemenkt ; item ordmaU ab aSU ej^ecpk ; iton 
cohabitantet man^tfii ; item concu&mo* in aliu domOnu htAentet pub- 
lid ; item (abemani, lufore*, et dim diffbtuUe vUa. Item tirrici ta- 
hemat in Jiiia dom^nit hahentea. Item plebani, qvi vicarvM fiioi JUJH- 
nent eohabilare. Item eltrid ufyrarii, oTttic^alorei, tt anUptam 
tntmetam pro notd mutuanU*. Item tUcUm^, et qid ubmttirfiiyH 
fRonetd et argenio. Item qui pengritiM, at igtiotoi reci^mii tn /boiot. 
Item quijacramenta ecdejite venduat, et /uper remeSu decedentiunt, 
coKDenUoTWmfatiunt, antequam fepeUaiur dtfiaicttu. Item qui prop- 
ter augendum cm/Um eoi^iuium anument idoneot ab eecl^fiU et ii^f^ 
tmaU mmiu di^not. Item qui deoimaa et procenhtM, five rt^tuM ecole- 

fiarum 
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So copious are the articles of mquvry, juft introduced 
into our. text, from the canonized Udabic of Augsbui^, 
and fo foil the. foot-note of deiatable crimes and defect* 
of the bifhop of Padua at St. Hippolyte, that it is fcarce 
neceflaiy to offer uiy farther illuitration of the natiu-e 
and character of the fynodal prefentments of Utans xtaal, 
from later councils. We will fill up the gap of inter- 
vening centuries with a/ewonly of the many preferitabU 
fads, offences, &c. of other churches, culled from their 
documentary and conciliar collections; and will add, 
from the fynods of Milan, Colc^e, and ReufTen, in par- 
ticular, the laft authentic memoriaLs we poflefs of the 
connexion of UttMi ratal with epifcopal conventious ; — 
coDcludiDg our extracts with a few notes on the coftiune 



fammjuarwn l<AAi conferunt, quibut imp^tentm ecdefite d^mtdan- 
tur. Item capeUain eajhrorum, vUlarumJeu civitatum, qui mm vtaiuni 
ad capUula et cotaxtUut. Item apajlata et de apt^lafidfy^eeti. Item 
fui interdicti,Jii^>etffi wl exeommumctOi ctUbrmierunt, vdjk ingeffenitd 
£eittii. Item qtU voluniarie laicot Jibi con/tUumtt adoocatot. Item 
qui in foro fecuiari prafwnuiit adBOca&a q^cium txercere. Item ha- 
benUt plitralitattm baie/unorvm. Item 9111 corpiu ChriJH et chrifma 
JiAJideU ct^flodid turn refervanU Item fine nwn^iro cel^ranUt. Item 
rcli,;*^^ fine UaenHd ejrifaopi pl^i regentei. Item plebard qid Juat 
aUit locaiU eccUfiat, et vicaria* qffumunt regendas. Item diiapida- 
torei fiiarwn eccUfiarvm. Item gut fymoKLOfk ordine* vel 6ene/£num 
Ji^ieperUTtL Item iUtgiiimi habeidei haufida cam curd anitnarum. 
Item gut fine hvoe/Vturd epijcopi et ii\ftituHone cononicA toUefiai red- 
pmit, atque regunt. Item qiU per fiibdiacoTOim vel tnantim pUbufiuu 
in viatico et oonf^fflomt procurari permittutU. Item gtti exoommuni' 
caiot, vel interdi^os redpiuni ad eccUfia/Hcam fipultaram. Item qui 
Jine Ucaitid nofird in ortUoriU vel eccleJUt non canfecraiit, vel violatit 
vdjfiu cdehramA. Item gut tn ctemeteriit non cmf/ea-atit vel violalit 
pemuttitnt mortuoi fipdire. Item qui fiibpUaUaloret fimt et antici~ 
patoreM. Item tranfgre^ti omnium pradictonim/tatiUomm." 
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and behaviour of thefe officers, when m attendance at 
them. 

Thus writes the fynod of Cambray (J.D. mdlti.) — 
DKTttaJnHqM " 3ttan{ omnium ufurariorum mantfeftorwn et excommu- 

SifwkU Camera- *' . T- ■ v, A 

e«itA,iiDL.p.T}. nicatorum per annum et diem, tottitsjm otcanBtns nomma 
et. catifas excommunicatorum m fcheduld deferant anno 
qttoUbet adjynodum vel computum &c." — *' Iterp referant 
nmnina preslnfterorum omnium qui in fai» tfctanattbas iilo 
anno obierunt, ut infynodo a^oharUur &c." 
KAopFnok-i " The ttean tatal or »tt])tr(ntentiaiit," fays the bifhop of 
^ilL% Norwich (A.D. mdlxxx.), " fhall make faithful, careful, 
BB^vSLifc and diligent inquiry, not only of every miniiter in the 
A^^^i. ^tanvs, but alfo of every man of account j which may 
either be profitable or dangerous to the ftate, in tiieir 
fevend parilhes. And eshibit their names, according to 
every feveral Ittanta, in a fair long parchment fcroll, to 
the bifhop, or his chancellor; to remain with them, 
or either of them : giving advertifement from time to 
time, of their amendment, or waxing worfe and worfe. 
Whereby the Inlhop fhall be able to cut off any mifchief, 
as it firft l^ringeth forth ; and be a moft notable inftni- 
ment of advertifing and preferving the eftate. Befides, 
by the authority refldent, and as it were overwatching 
the behaviour of the neighbours round about, all fhiaUer, 
ufual offences, as fwearing, dnmkennefs, lewd, lafdvions 
talk, and ftich other enormities, which are as it were 
entrances into the more grievous and enormous fins, 
may be reftrained and puniflied. Which now are jefting 
matters, of iinall account." (See more m loco — where 
Freak propofes that the titans fiiould fit judicially on 
delinquents, as alHftants to the bifhop or chancellor in 
fynod affembled.) 
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The couacU of Bourdeaux (AD. HULxxxm.) impofes ss.cc.T«m. 
on toeans nitBl the Jynodical duty of making known to 
the diocefan all meant benefices, the names of non-refi- 
dent clergymen, and thofe who, being pofTefTed of bene- 
fices, are not ordained prieils, within their reflective 
jurifdictions: and the like canons pafled the coimcil of ^n^ceLitor. 
Narbonne, a^. xxvni. (A.D. hdcix.) 

The fynod of Lifieux enacts (de trctants) " Ut per p"^^^ 
cedulas fuas in ^ngulis fynodis ^fidelitir — nobis referant, jwf.u. 
aut vicariis noftris, qui Jint curali non re/identes, ubi ^ 
morentur, et de cati/S/ua non re/idencia, ac de eorumdem 
curatorum vicariis, fi et quandd fugrint A nobis appro- 
bati Sec." 

The fifth council of Milan, under Cardinal Charles CMfl.ratm. 
Borromeo, records the ordinary duties of rural btans ^cc. Tom. 
(there termed *' 6(tat(f foiantf ";, and thofe which more "d.u "° 
particularly fell to their lot at the epifcopal fee, on 
occafion of a congr^s of the bilhop and his clergy — 
*' Citm fynodaUt dies propi ad^, bfcatff foranef pridU 
iUius ^ei adfint Jitmmo mane in adibus epifcopaUbiu ; 
eoque ipfo die quamprimiim epi/copo nomina, et cogno- 
vuna tradant, eaque ordine deJcripta,Jacerdotumt et ckri- 
corumjingulorum, qui adfynodum conveniunt, ac rursHs 
abfentium caujis JigiUHdm item defcriptis, quamobrem fy- 
twdo non adjini. Idque prater qfficium legitimtE excu- 
fationis, quam, qm abfunt, epi/copo qfferre et probare 
debent." 

In the following century to Borromeo, Mazimihan i 
Henry, archbifhop of Cologne (^D. mdclxii.), com-"^^ ciiiTl 
manded his beans nical to perform the like duties four 
days antecedent to the afPembling of the diocefan fynod ; 
at which each ratal trcan is ordered to deliver in a 
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j»»b«M«Bi- formal document to this effect : — " Ego N.N. pq/lor in 
N. btcanis QtlnfsiEanftatfs N. ^a^ archi^aconatu N. com- 
Jiituta, habeo fub meo decanatu parockias numero N. N. 
inter quas aliqua funt Jiliales, videlicet N. dep&idens A 
matrice N* item N. dependens h matrice N. capellas N. 
parochia N.Jicut ex anUquis documentis c(mJiai,foboere 

coryUevit ad taxationem . ... ad dedmationem 

et ad cathedraticum " 

Laftly, the council of ReufTen {A.D. mdccxx.) fumxnoDB 
uus smie- annually a diocefan fyood upon the ufual footing, — " m 
Taiii.vi.«>t,3so. qtid, collaii* epifcoporum cumjuo clero confiJui" iays the 
fynod, "JiaiuarUur ea, qua pro commwiiori totiut diiece/tt 
bono Jiaiuaida videbuntur, et caveator, ne, qua beni Jia- 
tuta futU, temerentur ;" — and then it proceeds to the 
duties^ more efpecially, of protoprntbguix or xual licans 
in connexion with this convention : — " Ad Jynodorum 
dAoc^anananJructvm uberiUs a^equendum fxotnfxa^tnit 
fioe ttecanf, qtdbus id potijimi incumbit, ac etiam parocM 
infud, vd vidnd parocMd difptciant, an it, qui cwam am- 
marum gcrunt, re^deant, et JollidtS Jidelimn faluti invigi- 
lent : an infairamentit /ancti winijirandit, in rudiunit ac 
puerorum ad dodrinam ChriJOanam inJiituUone, caterijq$te 
o^ciii ctara parockialis diligentirfe pneJiBnt ; an eccUfi^e 
J'anctte tecta jint, ob/erventur, ac ornamentti, etjacrdft^ 
peUeetUi congrui inftruaa; an ea, qua injynodo prooin- 
ciaH decretajimt, obferuentw, tiitn quoad internum, quAm 
quoad externtaneccle/iarumjiatutn. Inquirant, an popuiuM 
eolat diea fejiot, et frequent conveniat ad divina offida / 
anj^unia obfertetjiatutit temporibua ; an aUquiJtntJaeri- 
legi, blaJjAcnd, excommunicati, /cMfnuUid, ac dt magid, et 
fuperJHtione ftt/pecti, eaque omnia ad ordvnarium fcripto 
deferant ante^nodum dieecefanam, ut ti> off>ortuni moHa 
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medeatur." See Van Efpen Jur. Ecdtfiaji. Univ. Part i. 
Tit XVIII. pp. 106-7.— on the Milanefe and other dio- 
ceian fynods. 



On the above and all other occaftons of clerical ^A Sgnad. 

Bpyenp. Altrt' 

gathering, it behoved tiie artj^rftsM or beans turBl ' to imt. a.d. 
wear their proper canonical veftmeats, as the albe, and '^o^- f- '' 
Jiole 0T/aaf—"'9ttBWi ®|it(»t(8n(tat(8 /ofwfam j^»wdum p.' ii.i-.j".c»p'. 
iatreni albit et Jioiis," feys the councQ of Arras {A.D. 
MccccLV.) — and the parocJu ■(according to the Cologne' 
canons of A.D. mcclxxx.) were to wear their fuperpelli- 
citan or furplice aione ; — which garb the fuperior fonc- 
tioiuaies were to fee duly obferved by their inferiors. 
Indeed, it was, in general terms, enacted by the Jy nodal ^t-suiMia 
Jiatutes of the fee of Autun, that the atc(|iT{Mls fliould ^^. n^. 
be attentive to the habiliments of their fubject priellhood c 474. 
— that they were fuitable to the occafion — "Caveant 
anb^esbstcri ut eorum ftibdUi veniarU ad Jynodum in 



('} TV die& ofmral tmnil at thdr own cAopter-niMtiftf « U elTewhere Awiw. L. iii. 
noticed. It was alTo the fnljecl of ecdefiaftical regnlalioii on ordinary ' ^ 
occ&Tiona — " Omne* tlttani nralM decentir ineedant in habitu ckricaH, 
tt cappit clati/u vtanturi" — where Lyndwood tells na decentir may gLinj.dtetHttr. 
refer " adformam, longitudinaa, brtt)itiUem,ftrietUudbiem, vel ampB- 
fittfiaeai veftium." Aa to colour, red and greeo were fbrbidden, alTo 
liripea and pard-colonn. But we have not infomuUion enough in the 
glob upon AoMte oterieaU, to atdre our fimctionaries i* rif miiv ^ gLiai. hMia 
Tvi iii^aXrr ;— and therefore we leave them with a hope diat diey neither 
drefled too fmart nor too mean — " nee nimu JvipdU, nee Twnu /or<&- 
du t^i^tu." On cappte elaufit fee before ; alio Macii ISendencon, 
p. 121. in \.cappai p. 563. in •t.Jiola; p. 601. in r. ^perfuUioeum. 

(■) KtluttK brCMli m Uxo^/nodi oompareantfuiie ruhru latiorHnu" — Dktcter. Syn- 
fays the Synodal Director}/ of the archbiihop of CcJogne, A.D. iinGuui. ctim. JM^ 
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|**^^"m- kabitu competenti," The Liber S^nodtdis of the hifhopric 
P.4SMT.' of Seez (^/>. HDzxiT.) impofes the Saate garb on all, 
without diAinction of grade — " Ut eortan qvSihet refpcc- 
tioi habeani et deferant unum caputium honeftum ctim cor- 
netd, tuniccmi talarem ac longam" &c. — under a pen^ty 
of forty Turonefe ftiillings for difohedience. The fynod 
Dienu3ptoi. of Toumay (AP. HDLXXIT.) adds : " UiJ^utd ct riyijy- 
""^^^ ' ' noiwfn irUrent, t^ue ad finem permar^urit aiquc auditvri 
quidquid m eo Jiabilietw et con/iituetur K" And the 
¥'if°^8t^ fynod of Lifieux prohibits " Nc tunc per axle^am cog-en- 
^^L€t^ tur out ambuknt, nee in ed eottfabuUntw,'" ftc. 
AiLccTon. Both priefts and art{i|itfests were to conduct themfelves 
398. with becoming circumfpection to and from the conven- 

tion, that is, going and returning by the road : (/*ee OC. 
Rotomag. Provinc. P. n. p. 78 ; Pracepta 9ctBnfs^ &c.) ; 
and while in attendance at the epifcopal fee within the 
ccJutM^r- province of Rouen> they were to be lodged and boarded 
p.iM.8bM.s. at the palace of the archbifhop and the houfes of the 
prebendaries ; or in the abfence of fuch accommodar 
tion, (which had been long difcontinued in the year 
HDCZZViii.). it is enacted^ " Que duxun liogcn fera Section 



(<) Bj a oonci&ir order of the fee of Ami (.^l-D. HCGCCLT.), entided 
" De eotiiumaad non vnuentfuffl ad^fnoehun vd miii&t ddn& rectdat- 
liam ah eddem" — ttmn TunI are eiycnned to biing with them to die 
coDTentioa HieJjfTioial eor^HtutiofU of the diocefe ; and, b^>ra leaving 
the aflembly, to exhibit them to the Inlhop or hia mpreftntatiTe, on pain 
of excomnranication, and fbriehote of ferty (hiUings to be applied to 
piona life*. 

By the pncepi* addreOed to the tnM of the ^ffovince of Rouen 
{A.13. 1ICX3ZLV.), they are bade to cmrect their fynodai infimcSom 
accordii^; to the dtxntt of the prorincial connol, and to fee that the 
copies held by the preabyten are corrected. 
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(fune maifon rigyli^e, pour s'y loger avec Ua cwcz de 
fon bogmnt, et y prendre fa rifection." But, in a later 
fynod of the year mdcxci, it is deemed enough, " Qu'ils ^rffd. p. ii». 
{les curez) aoertw-ont le tfOTttn tttral des logemeru qu'Ss 
avroHt choifia dam la ville pettdant le Jynode, ajin qu'il 
pwffe les trouBa" aisiment, en cos que nous ayons befom 
d'eux," faya the archbifhop, " pour rigler let qffiiires de 
leura igl^ea." 

The ancient' fynodical honour of besns rtiisl in Eng- 
land is fhared, in modem days, between the chwrch' 
wardens on the one Hde, and the reprefentativea of the 
parochial clei^, termed proctors, on the other; — the &<aiiif«i«i. 
fonner being the grand inqueli upon every vifitation, «o,ai. 
the te/ies fynodales of their refpective parishes, bound on 
oath to prefent all offenders or violators of the laws of 
the church; — the latter (nominally) reprefenting the 
diftrict cle^y in convocation, as heretofore the rural 
trans reprefented them in provincial and epifcopal fy- 
nods. " While the tatfittrral beans and archdeacons ftill ParoM^Jti- 
keep their ancient right of fitting in convocation," re- p-su. 
marks Kennett, " the rural btans alone have been forced 
to give place to an arbitrary election of two only for 



(■) TSl ihe rebellion {A.D. hdcxli.). we are told by Desii Prideaux, Oir*cMiiiH tt 
" lUocefMi (jnoda were kept np in the dioc«fe of Norwich, and bU the nhEditp.lTB.' 
clergy of the diocefe conftantly met at them every year — that is, the ^ ^^T^'lL 
clergy of Snfiblk at Ipfwich, and the clergy of Norfolk at Norwich. In ^yjgmdte.Nor- 
which fynoda the tumi ratal, having prefented whatfoevef they ^^J^^^^^"' 
found defective, either in the manners and duties of the clergy, or in the 
reparation of the chnrch, diancel, or minifter's houfe, in every parifli, 
witUn thrir refpective tltanrirt, care was thereon taken of rectiiyinj^ 
whatfoerer was amifi her^." 
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' every diocefe, inllead of one by Handing place for every 

Anaigfi cc. In Francc, however, on the authority of RJchard's 

wT^'iSi- Analyjis of the Councils, rural art!)|irfe»tB were honoured 

not long fince (during the eighteenth century), in the 

archiepifcopal fynod of Paris, with a dignified ftation on 

the left of the archbilhop, where they were aflbciated 

with the tat&ettral attgprfests. .And in the diocefao 

sm^"/!^'' ^y^*^ °^ Salzburg, annually held throughout the pro- 

^'tt'^''m' ""*^^» ^^^y ^'^ appeared in neceflary connexion with 

bifliops, or their reprefentative commilTarieB, conilituting 

local church-conventions. Nor were they overlooked, 

p"' f^vr?'^ according to Van Efpen, about the fame time, in the 

c.i[V^ioB. epifcopal fynods of Belgium. 

In fome few of our Englifh diocefes, wherein the office 
of btan niral has been revived, and is fuftained with 
praifeworthy alacrity and zeal — the diocefans co-operat- 
ing with their rural delegates in rendering the difcharge 
of the brcanal duties as efficient as poffible to church- 
difcipline — a faint imitation of the epifcopal fynod of 
elder times has been introduced with the beft fuccels. 
The prelates of the fees alluded to, annually, or oftener 
if occaflon require it, invite the Hearts of the different 
tttanetfe* to a friendly conference at their refpective pa- 
laces ; and, while there entertaining them as welcome 
guefls at their hofpitable boards, difcufk with them the 
general condition of the ecclefiaftical cantonments of 
their diocefes — receiving from the hands of the lltans 
their acta vifitationis (or articles of vi/itational inquiry 
duly filled up), pr^entmeiUs, &c., and advifing with them 
' Ut qucE ex ipforum jvdicio rtjormoiifmit apw 
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habere compericjitur, communi confilio emcndentiir" Such 
is the ulage, I am happy to fay, of the diocefe of Sanim, 
conunenced and zealoully fupported by the venerable 
and learned BHhop Burgels ; and the like, I believe, 
obtains in the diocefe of Winchefter — examples of pri- 
mitive practice well worthy of univerfal imitation '. 



(') The Reformatio LL. EccUf. would have reftored the ancient epi- 
fcopal fynodB in each diocefe : — See the fection " De eoAefid, el miniftria 
gut, itbirumque q/^ciu." " Cap. iix. De Jynodo cvjiuUbet epifiopi in 
fud t&ocefi," This and the fonr following chapters conttun many ufefol 
and practicable fng^elHoiis, in cafe of their revival, at any time, by the 
cfanrch of £n^and> The time of the annual convention wbj to have 
been notifled by the bifhop to the rural clergy by the inftramentality of 
the tvial tfnttt — " jMT ftftanoK run fparjbi" — elfewhere called " «Kf'- 
pwAstm nutticrai." and " Dicmt ninltK." See cap. V. 
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SECTION IV. 

Supervision of thb Laitv. 



CHAPTER L 

Pbefatohy Abbanqement. — SupERvisAL OP IiAiCAL Ofpencbs. 



JI the numerous, I fear, wearifome extracts, 

which have been adduced in corroboration of 

the controverted vi/itational duties of lltaM 

mral, and thofe undifputed ones, which, both 

in Great Britain and on the Contiftent, they performed 

at epifcopal conventions, many items of their pe^mal 

ftmciiona have been incidentally, but briefly, touched 

upon. 

The object there in view was not to anticipate, or 
fuperfede, a formal clafllfication of individual duties in 
fubfequent pages, but merely to illuftrate the vijitatorid 
aerkd. fynodkal capacities of the officer, — not to particu- 
larize and explain every item oi perfonal fervice, but fuch ' 
only as were neceffiirily performed at vijitation andjynod. 
A large number have reference neither to the one nor to 
the other occafion ; and the/e remain entirely unnoticed. 

The canons and obfervations. therefore, now and 
hereafter to follow, propofe to fpeak of the loiter, that is, 
of the whole, range of perfonal dutiea in detail (faring 
vifiiatumal andjynodical attendance, &c.) — whether per- 
taining to the maintenance of church-difcipline in the 
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perfons of the laity or the clej-gy, or to the ^neral fup- 
port of external decency and order in the ecclefiaftical 
concerns of the country. 

The fubjects alluded to will, collectively, occupy the 
remaining fections of the prefent divillon — Part iv. ; and 
will be diitributed in the following order : — In the ^Ji 
fiction we Ihall place the obligation impofed on our rural 
tensors of fupervifing the parochial laity — of inquiring 
into, and fupprefling, all laical profanenefs and immorality 
— and of performing certain pttrgational, exordjiical, 
cateckiJHcal, funereal, and tejlamentary duties towards 
Uof-members of the church. To the ficond head (though, 
in point of number and importance, panunount) we lliatl 
aflign the fervices of trtans ntral towards the parochial ParocMaiAnH- 
'^gy/ whose manners and miniftrations they werep.s99'' 
more efpecially bound " to infpect and cenfure." La/ily, 
we fliall confider, under as many feparate fections and 
chapters as the great variety of the fubject-matter may 
require, the refldue of the ptrfonal functions of beans 
ratal — thofe, namely, of a mixed minifterial character, 
bearing both on the clergy and their flocks — which were 
performed by treans rtiial, as public functionaries, under 
the authority of the hierarchy, for the general fupport of 
church-difcipline and good order, in the rural diftricts of 
each diocefe. 

To begin, then, with the parochial laity — whom the 
canonilis in general conflgn to the fupervifmg care of 
beans rtttal — " IBetanf ruralea," fays Van Efpen, " laicorum At. £«*/. 



obferves Molanus, in his gloifarial remarks on the fynodal > 
confiitution "zitjingulaplebes, &c.", does the law exact, <^ 
" Ut atctlfpresftfiteri vifitent pajiorea et parochiales ecclejiaa. 
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fed etiam ut quales oves pajlores haheant, cognofcant et ad 

PanehMAnH- ept/copum referont" Over all the inhabitants* of every 

p"ss"' village, within their jurifdictions, writes Dr. Kennett, 

tttan* mtal exercifed a ^neral infpectian and fuperinten- 

dance; and, if any Chriftians lived in any open and 

fcandalous fin, the luani were bound to reprove their 

ofience, and admonilh them to repent, as they would 

anfwer it to God and the church. This power was 

entnifted to them in their per/imat capacity, indepaident 

alt<^ether of their tfiapten ; and very important it was 

in preferving the peace, and aflertiug the dii<^line of 

the church *. 

M^ck^'^ The church, by her cwions, interfered, at an early date, 

Bookev.psoT. ^ fuj^rt of att^ifttit^Utul government over the la^y 

■ — ^the mperUum vulgut of the oft-cited decretal of Pope 

GT^;ory — enacting in the forty-fourth canon of the 



(>) Hie commiSioii of tJie pniotnite and tmiH of the Baft extended 
to dte laitjf u well u de^^. lliey equallj fapervifed tite fpiritiul and 
taorvl condition of all ; and by correption, admonition, and encourage- 
ment, as need was, helped forward the falvation of all. See Bal&mon'i, 
Zonaraa's, and Arifienas'H glolTes on the fifty-feventh canon of the conn- 
cil of LiBodicea, in Bilhop Bereridge'a PandecU, Vol. i. pp. 479-80 ; and 
PriaiUx's Brief Aceouid oflAe Office <f9tm ftlfsL 
Pegfra'i Lifi tf (*] He fbUovring anecdote from Pegge'a Biography of Kihop Gnat- 
m«^ur^<- j^^ jhewa the fact of their interference even with the dril authorities, 
where the latter violated the difdpline of the drarch, its rif^ts, and pri- 
vileges. — " Roger de Lexinton, itinerant juftice, and his afTociatea, held 
pleas of blood on a Sunday at Lincoln {A,D. hcczlvi.), aad H. die 
ntri hrnt— tittam* einittiniUxti*— told them ' it was a tUng dut 
ought not to be done : ' npon whidi they gave lum opprabrions laagnsge, 
flint np the door of his houfe, and feized on his effects, with fome Isndi 
which he held in truA for his nieces, and fome goods of his Telations, 
for the king's nfe. Hie bifliop of the diocefe, when he heard it, wrote 
to LexinlOD, ohferving to him, how flrsnge ]l was, thai men of ^r 

refpectable 
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council of Auxerre {A.J>. dlccviii.), " Si quis ex/tBcula~ ss-cc-tme. 
ri6ut injiitutionem aid commonitionem axtbifttshisitxi fui, 
contumadd faciente, audire dijiulerit, tamdiu H limin.ibu» 
fancta eccUJtee habeatur extraneus, qvamdiH Han falubrem 
in/Htutionmt adin^lere non Jiuduerit. Jjift^iir et mulctam, 
quam glorioJiffimM domimu Rex pracepto Jiio injiituit, 
Jif^ineat." And, yet farther to enforce the jurifdiction of 
BtcliprUstK Tttial, flie invefted them with a coercive autho- 
rity over the perfons of lay-cffinders — " Videat attfifpres- tiioii««ii. v. ,t 
tiBtn," fays a capitulary of the year dcccv, " ul diligen- p. h. u i. e.y. ' 
tiffimd cxamincdifma conjiringantyr,; fed tali moderations ^' 
fitU dijirictio, ne vitan perdant." 

On the abolition of the cfioiepfstopf of the diocefe o{cc.M.B.tiH. 
Meath, and the tranfmutation of the poorer epifcopal '' ''' 
fees into the heads of niral attbifttih&txatti, it was 
ordered by Cudinal Paparo (A,D. mclii.J, and repeated 

refpcctable characters (honid pniiifh a man for inforniing them of whU 
waa jnA and ri^ ; and it certainly waa bnt juft and ri^t, that pleas of 
blood oof^t not to be held on a Snnday ; fince the canons directed that 
tbe day Ihould be kept ho^, and forbad that markets niould be held, or 
pleas profecuted, or any perfon be adjudged either to death or puoilb- 
ment, upon it. He tcmi, he faid, onght therefore to have been com- 
mended by them, and rewarded, for cautioning tbem againfi finning, 
i&UwT than pnnilhed ; and wonld have been culpable himfelf. if he had 
not apprized them of their fault. Hia lordftiip, in tbe cooclufion, be- 
feeches and intreats them to have regard to the Sabbath of the Lord, if 
they were defiroos of being tme and obedient fooaof Chrill the legator, 
and lua fponfe the drarch; and, if tbe matten reported to him were 
tme, that they wonld redrefs than ; remembering, that, fuppofing tbe 
ttra had given them ofience, it waa not thdr bnfiaefs to pnnijh him, 
fmce, according to the law of Qod and the canons, the perfonal faults 
of clergymen are not to be animadverted on or pnnilhed by fecnlar 
judges; nor would the diurch ever fuf&r ecdefiaflical liberty to be fo 
■qjured and infuited." 
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by Bifliop Rochfort (A.D. mccivi.)— " Ut BTcf|fpi»t>9tni 
de future injiituendi non folum perpetuam et perjbnalan 
refideniiam faciant, varum etiam cleri et populi injra 
Umites fuorum ^ttsnaiWimfolicUudinem gerarU." A few 
years kter, in the diocefe of Clermont, the BitkpittibBtrTS 
were charged to inquire in their perfonal vifitationB 
^t'^mUIb' "JummarH de omnibus notoriit ; etji quid cji quodjam- 
<Mi.viii. dalum generet ibidim in populo,^DC dero &c." 

To aid trtans rtnal in obtaining information of offences 
committed by the /a% within their precincts, the clergy 
themfelves are commanded by the fynod of Saints (A.D. 
MCCLXxz.) to lay all grave foults before the ttan of their 
diltrict ; that he, again, may certify the archdeacon, or 
^ "^^IT" ^''^^P ^^ *^® Coxae — " Peecata notoria de qu&ua Jcandor 
<»"■"■ lum in populo ge7ieratur,jigntjic&nt facerdotes tiecano, «1 

tmanw arcMdiaeono, vel epifcopo : jdji forii per eot JiiA 
fopiia : — timentea ne ptenam incurrant, Ji per alios fcan- 
daJum deferatur :" — if the bilhop became acquainted with 
offences irom any other than the {^pointed Intimate 
fource, the . negligent parties were to be fubjected to 
canonical punifhment. 

On no account were the beans, in their infpectional 
and correctional capacity, to accept any pecuniary com- 
pofition for crimes amenable to their jurifdiction ; either 
for the concealment and fuppreflion of them, or for 
inflicting lefs feverity of punifhment on the criminals 
than their tranfgreflions merited, — and this on penalty 
of grave puniihment and removal from office. Such was 
the decree of Walter de CantQupe, bilhop of Worcefter 
cc. M. B. M H. (A.D. MccxL.) : — " Nee ftetanf pecuniam recipient pro cri- 
' ' *** minibus ceUmdis, et otnnind ftqjprimendis, vel remffiiis 
puniendit. Quod & bttanf fscarint, ab officOs mnoti, gra- 
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outs punumtw." Nor were their apparitors, if guilty, 
allowed to go onpuDiihed : — " Appea-itorct etiam iKcano- 
niai,j{ crimina celaverint, per qfficialem epifcQpi gravity 
puniantur." 

Again, in the Ratisbon eonjiitution of Cardinal Cam- HniwnwVc<- 
pe^o for the reformation of eccUfiq/iical tdnifet {A.D. p.4i& 
MDxxiv.), the beans are cliaiged not to connive at crimes 
that ought to be denounced, not to wink at violations 
of the ordinances of the cardinal, " ob pecuniam ultrd 
oblatam, aut altcrius rci gratid, fed potiiLs ad ptenas de 
Jure vel confuetitdine debitas contra delmqtteTttei, pro de- 
licti quaUtate et <iffieiifui debiti procedant, &€." 

But what were the offences againft religion and mora- 
lity, on the part of the laity, which conciliar law placed 
under the furveillance of oar rural ecclefiaftics, and 
commanded them thus honeftly and refolutely to de- 
noiuice? — AIL tranlgreffions without exception were J>»eAtbaa, 
fubject, according to the canonifts, to their cogn^tono/ boa, aififM; 
jurifdiction, though not to their correctional cenftire : — 
fee QTapftnlar ^ffnntHoiw, Part v. § ii. c%). iv. 

To the queftion — What offences were fo fubject ? no 
better reply can be made, thim that they were the fame, 
for the moft part, as the crmet and perfont to be parti' ^^^'iP^' 
cularfy prefented by the eedUtd or acon(mii of modem c«M|i.«acw. 
days, at epifcopal and archidiaconal vifitation-courts. 
Thefe, according to the Canons and Conjiitutions of the 
church of England (A.D. mdciji.), are, adultery, whore- 
dom, inceji, drunkennefs, Jvoearing, ribbaldry, ufvry, and 
oihtT uncleannefs and mciednefs of life ; — which are 
enumerated as vices which churchwardens, quefimen, or 
fynod-men (vulgarly called ^defmen) are faithfully to 
prefent to their ordinaries. And in the preceding 
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n%^Vr"^ canons of A.D. mdlxxi, we have " adulteros, fomkariot, 

fcrtSl!" ' "^ incejios, ebriofoi,juriUores, hnonea, vfwariot, &c." pointed 

out as perfons ripe for the church's cenfure. 

Of fuch offences and offenders, and many more than 
are named in either of the quoted tables, bean* niral 
heretofore took c(^^lance, as the extracts already ad- 
duced under the heads of vi/ttatiomd aad JynodMcai duties, 
and the after-cited canons of foreign and domefiic coun- 
cils abundantly demonftrate. Like the churchwardens, 
too, the titans were concerned in fuppoiting the outward 
ianctity and reft of the Lord's-day ; and — yet farther — 
in granting difpenfations from the ftrict letter of the 
law, when circumftances rendered it necei&ry to depart 
from its rigid obfervance — a power never entrufled to 
the lay-guudians of the church. 

The Canons and Con/iitutions, by which our church 
is now regulated, were framed from elder codes, in the 
year udciii. ; at which time the ntrf-^ecsnal office (for all 
ufefiil purpofes of fpiritual government) was virtually 
non-exiftent in England. So that the lay-wardens of 
the church — the fucceffors of the older tefiesjynodala — 
and the parochial clergy, were the only local helpmates 
of the hierarchy in fuflaining the good manners and reli- 
giotu ob/ervancet of the people — ^the only remaining 
props of expiring difcipline. To thefe wardens, there- 
fore, and their fpiritual head, the incumbent paftor of 
each village, was conflgned by the bilhop and wch- 
deacon, under the fanction of the ceuoiu referred to*, 

(') But nilh this diSerence — the wardens end pallor coold only pre- 
fcrd to the bilhop or ardideacOD. lliey had no power of correcting iy 
ikanfelva ; whereas the IWuif were capacitated (o correct nnder ccr- 
ttnn limitatioiu. 
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the cfarage, once principal^ exercifed by tttani ratBl, of 
" obfenring the behaviour of the parifhioneis concermng 
fuch &ults as belong to the ecctefiaflical jurifdiction." 

The canons of King James I. took no meafures for 
the reftoration of the then antiquated office of ntial 
"titan. It is not mentioned nor alluded to, in his code. Pi™**.*^-**- 
The previous permiffion (for it did not amount to ap-sw.' 
command) of the EHzabethfin canon to appoint to the ckargtto'iht 
office had been difregarded in abnoft all the dioceCes of m^msc^i. 
the kingdom. And the earlier and more copious canon 
of the Reformatio Legum Ecdefiajikarum on the fubject 
had never been other than a dead letter, from its firft 
enactment 

Bat our felections have to do with other times, and 
other countries—with the furveillance of laiaU tranfgrtf- 
Jiont, at a period when fuch " corrvptcla morum" re- 
c^ved Mttle or no fliare of the churchwardens' atten- 
tion ; and in countries where, perhaps, no Hke officers 
exifled, or, if esdftent, were inefficient — where Deans 
niral, therefore, were functionaries of necelTary and 
grave importance. 

To ftich laical faults, then, as are particularized in 
the fynods of the day, and made fubject to tactanal cen- . 
fure or delation, we proceed — premifing, that S of the 
more grave and incorrigible offisnces the tuans were 
bearers of information, by prefentment, to the dioce&n 



(') lUa fiatement, perfaope, may need qnalificatioa. Tlie oft^ea at 
AflcTcnt dioccfes vaned fo much ia refpect of rad-lMtaiial power, ihu it 
u difiicvlt to fpecify exactly its limita. Ia Ibme diocefes it was far more 
eslenfiTe than in others. In Tome the itmt bad no judicial faciil^,but 
teported every thin^ to the lufhop ; — in others, their local anlhority was 
prefcriptiTe and independent, and extended to all laical fimlts. 
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fynod ; — of the lighter immoralities they took cogni- 
lance, and attempted correction^ in their own tUBturfcs : 
cc.u.B.ttH. — " CorrvjAelas morum in populo reformare Jiudeant," 
fays the biOiop of Meath (^A.D. mccxvi.), " e( _fi quaa 
d>Jiergere mqueant, ad fynadum dtcBc^anam r^erant, ut 
de its emmdandu cum con/tlio cUri deHberari poffit." 
Can. IV, 

If> in the exercife of their perjonal jurifdiction, they 
had not fufficient influence over laical tratifgr^^ons and 
tranfgreffbrs, to effect the amendment required, they 
had a farther refource in the power vetted in them, of 
Dr. Field ^ ifa calling together their capUidar afTociates, the rural clei^ 
v.p.s(B. ^ of the diftrict, and conftituting local tanrts of ®6ri«- 
tfanftB ; wherein they could inflict, by judicial proceft, 
within certain limits, condign puniQunent on obttinate 
offenders. If all their efforts failed, perfonal and cap»- 
tular, then they had recourfe to the ordinary and his 
confiftory. But more of this anon. 



The felections below made, in illuftration of the fpe- 
cific vices and impieties of the laity, fubjected to the 
fupervifal of tuans ntral, are not the whole that might 
have been brought together under this head. I have 
not thought it neceffary to repeat what have been elfe- 
where noticed, fave in a few inftances. Nor have I 
attempted to claffify the breaches made by the laity in 
the difcipline of the church — the offences ^^nft reli- 
gion and morals, which the tftans were to fupervife and 
heal. The canons, inhibitions, and injunctions, perti- 
nent thereto, are quoted tn Ihx bulk, (various and imme- 
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thodical as the fequence of their enactments may be), 
and are arranged, for the moft part, according to their 
dates alone — no other plan - feeming equally feafible. 
They relate, however, we may fay, m general, to the 
Iwes and converfation of the laity. 

By a decree of the provimHal council of Normandy ca Btumag. 
(ctrdter A.D. dcccc), it is enacted, " Ut tnceftuofi, nec~ p.3T. 
ndn et adulteri, qui feparaniitr h presbyteris, ipjis locia et 
nuffor et betanos iUorvm kabeant providmtuan, ne iterOm, 
infiigaMe diabolo, coryungi poj^nt." 

By the canon " de Sacramento Matrimonii," of the ^J?-^™!^ 
fynodal conftitviiona of the fee of Anas {A.D. mccclxxv.), 4to. 
tiie Ireans are ordered to tranfmit the names of all adul- 
terers to the biihop's court, within a month " hdie noU- 
tia." And in the lame diocefe (^A.D. hcccclv.)^ the fol- 
lowing conltitution appears againft laical laxities: — 
.... " jDecanfS ct eorum loca tenentibus Jitb pasnd ex- ^i*^D* 
comrnunicationis pracipimut et mandamus, qttdd moneant citHctnam, 
etutm laicos parrochianos publici m ecclejtd auctontate 
nojird, quod nullus etiam laicus teneat in dom> fud boul- 
lam^ feuludum tax3lorum; nee rec^nat in domojiid ribal- 
dot nee meretrtcet, citm ex talibug plura fcandala fapi 
necndn piacula /olent evenire. Alioquln trimd monitione 
Jk publici factd, dictos laicos talem domum tenaites, et 
ja-amiffas viles perfonaa Jrequenter rec^entes, diebus do- 
mimda etfejiivia excommwticatos demaicient" 

Daring the preceding century, Bilhop Groffetefte of Brown', y^ft*- 



(') Boulo — aleatorium, tabvlanun ludui, at opinor. Carpenlier tn 
Jppend. Tom. I. coL 613. Tuilll— /i(/6ri« t^ira, GalL D4z. Car- 
pentier tn Apptnd. Tom. ii. coL 966. 
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laitp celebrating drinking-bouts, termed Jeotales — " Fa- 

ciunt, ut audivimut, laici Jcotala ; " — which ought not to 

be, and could not be, the good prelate adds, if the btaiw 

tatal and bedels were duly watchfiil to prevent fuch 

swsinbnu immoralities. Wherefore, he chargeB the archdeacon, 

T.l&Ma,p.»M. by the inflrumentality of the Core-mentioned aflHlants, 

to put an end to all fuch aleJhoU, forbidden JporU, 

" et cokabitationem ChriJHanorum citm Judecu quantum 

poffibile efi, impedire." 

stat.Sff(A The ftatutes of the diocefan fynod of Ypres (AD. 

iutii-cxii. hdlxxvii.) are copioufly fumifhed with inftructions for 

Ueianal fuperrifion of die people at hxge : — " Nan tan- 

ttim presbyteris et dericu bccanoK preefiei mteUigimiu,/ed 

et univerfo populo, 4^''< — "De exeejibut pubtieii, et quo- 

rwncunque mcolarum/uoritm^KKnatwimJcandalo/S vUd; 

de bU^kemiia in Deuh »t fanctoi ; de Ji^pkiona Hare/tt, 

neawn de pugnis in loco Jacro comxniffit, tt aliis quibuf 

cunque fiemdidojia factit; u^te de publids adulteriif el 

/ortUegOs, btcanf Je per tefiet ad hoc evocandot, out atiiu 

Ji^cientir informari curent: atque ii^ormatione habitd, ut 

corrigantur, not ulteriHa mforment. SirU etiam folUati, 

ut Hlorum, qui ex illegitimo concubitu nq/ctmtur, parentet 

innotefcant: ne ignorantir pojimodwn pt^ aUquos in gradu 

proiubito matrimomum corUrahatwr ; et etiam ne ktffujmodi 

delicla ai^nmita maneant, et impunitaa ip/ia continuandi in 

peceato occafionem prabeat .- mulierea tamen fomioariat 

poji partum,faetd de kit mquijitione, et expleto tompore, 

ad purifleationem abfque aHA eonlradictiona admittiaUifeu 

per fuoa pajiorea admitti curent" 

«#i™^'*- The projected Reformatio LL. Ecclef. of Great Bri- 

?^p.M-' tain, of the reign of Henry VIII. and Edward VI., 

impofes on the anfi^KsbsUi rtuMtcBKtM extenfive perfanai 

r, iz-ii .Coot;^lc 
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duties among the iaity of his diftrict, in fupport of reli- 
gion and morala : — '* De idolatris et fiteretkis, de JmO' 
niacis, de lenonibus et meretricibus, de adulieris et fomi- 
catoribus, de its qui duas uxoresjimul habent, atque 
maritos duo; de magis et veneficis, de calumniatoribus 
et blafphenus, de fodomitkis et ebriofis, de ulHmarum vo- 
hmtatum corruptelis et peijuriis, de ir^uncHonum aut 
nq/irarum aut epifcopi violatoribua, inquirat. Et vocandi 
ad Je, examinandi honim fcelerum fujpectos autkoritatem 
habeat. Omnem accufationis ortum,Jive per famam pub- 
Ucam,Jiva de/erentium tejiimomo probatum, velfu^ctum, 
ep^copo out yus lod ordtnario infra decern dies infcriptis 
prodet. Qui autem venire ad eum rect^averit, per appor 
ritorem vocatut, tanquam contumax cenfebitur" &c. &c. 

In the diocefe of Chefterj fays the doubtful paftor of u 
Great Budworth before quoted, " The btanes for many 
yeares paft have had a great part of epifcopall jurifdic- 
tion fhared among them ; and this by patent for lives 
or yeares from the bifliopE, allowing fometimes larger, 
fometimes leffe authority unto them : feme have had 
power to ceoAire ati offender*, and offemea of the laity ; 
the crimes of inceft and adultery alone excepted. And 
fome have beene limited to the correction of fome few 
bultes fpecified in their patents — orindna et excejfua quo- 
rumataqwi Idcorum, crtmmifrtM advlteirii et ineefiila tan- 
Umtmodd excepttB." 



To check the loole habits of young perfons, male and 
female, in frequenting taverns and houfes of evil fame, SjptniidMm. 
on Sundays and holy days, the Belgian fynods of thep.**?"'^'' 

LyCoogle 
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feventeenth century pafled many inhibitory cauons, 
ftrongly and pointedly reprobating fuch gro& immorar 
lities, and inciting the luial srijiptfntx to increafed vigi- 
lance and activity, in order to put an end.to them. 

Little benefit, however, having been derived, as it 
appears, from mere canonical prohibition and condem- 
nation, though backed by a paftoral letter of the arch- 
bifhop of Malines, and enforced by a royal edict ; nay 
rather, licentious revelries of all kinds, with their con- 
comitants of drunkennefs and proftitution, having in- 
creafed, the metropolitan, at length, addrefled circulars 
to all his tntal btans, and through them to the parochial 
clergy of the province, to this effect : — " , . . .Ut dietot 
puhlicos inobedienies habeant tanguhm peccatores pubticos, 
et ad facramenta mm admittant, ^Jientiamque fuam m 
denegent tiim in JportJaUbttt, tiim in matrimoniis, donee 
publicum Jcandalum repardrint:" and particularly ad- 
drefling himfelf to the ait^pttsbgttnt mral, he dellres, in 
the concluflon of his epiftle, " Ut 1&.K. infuia vi^ta- 
tionibtiS circa excejfus ijlos et vefperarum ac catechf/tni 
omijiones dtUgentir inquiremt :" and then, referring to 
his paftoral letter to the clei^ — -"contra conventicvia 
'p.*M.Juvenum et pueUarum" — he eameiUy enjoins the prieft- 
hood to certify him, *' per reverendos dominoi Irccanof 
ntralts," of any improvement that may fubfequently 
enfue in the difcipline of the diocefe within thrar 
knowledge. 



^■BffmJia: With the aflUtance of the parochial incumbents, the 
^^ht.xvii. brans of Belgium were bound to fee that the duties of 
"i'.p!'4S4.' the Lor^s-day were ftrictly attended to by the la^. 
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and that no tradefmen, artificers, or labourers in agri- 
culture', followed their worldly callings on that day, or 
on feftivals, without urgent need ; — for which a difpen- 
iation was to be granted by the litBn of <SJbtfstfanflg, of 
the diftrict, or, in his abfence, by the parochial minifter. 
To this purport the fynod of Cambray declares : " Lici- 
tum non effe moUtoribus, braxatoribut, lanionibus, et pifio- 
ribusfua optfida diebus feftis exercere, ni/i ob notabilem 
lucejitatem determinatam per (ffficiakm et magiftratum 
loci, de c<m/iUo Irecanf ff&tfstfanitatfs, ata in ejus abfentid, 
panaris loci." 

But, fubfequently, the civil magiftrate ufurped the Bni/s-Titi' 
privil^e of the ecclefl^c, of granting difpenfations to """^ "" ^' 
husbandmen ; and abuJes enfued. Wherefore, in a con- 
vention of the ratal btans of the archdiocefe of Malines 
{A.D. HDCLXiii.)* held under the archbifliop, it was de- 
creed : " Ad evitandum abufum quo in aUquibus locis bal- 
Uoi et qfficiarii Unci pro certo pretio permitfimt mcon- 
fitlto ordtnario, Bi;t&fpnsIlBtt>^<'> ^el ejus deputato, qudd 
diebus fejlwis et prohibitis rujlici arare pojjint et carra- 
carc, att6ipKS6BMrf agent ijllc loci cum pr^dictis ballivis, 
cwrabuntquejign^ari dictis rujiicis, eosperfimilem licen- 
tiam non evafuros correctionem judicis ecclejiajiici ; et 
H id ij^um non Jufficiat, out talea ballim non defijiant. 



(') By the In3iau:iioi^ of King Edward VI. (^.D. ndklvii.), repealed Spuraw'a cu- 
hy Qoeen Eliz«betb (A.H. kdlk.). it ia enacted; " All paribnB, vicafs, jjjjjj'^f''^ 
and cnrates ftiall tettch and declare unto their parifhioners, that they 
may with a fafe and quiet conTcience, in the time of harvell, labour apon 
du holy and feltival dayes, and fare that thing which God hath fenL 
And if fi>t any (crnpulofi^, or gnidge of confdence, men fhould fuper- 
ffitiondy abftain from working upon thofe dayes, that then they fhould 
grievonfly oflted and difpleafe God." _^ 
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trar^crihtnt ordinario, atit vicariatui, aut qfficiali, ut de- 
fupir provideaturj interim rum impeditur nffiicus, qui 
ab BicJElfpTtsbsttt"* f^^ pq/iore, di^xnfatiotiem obtinuerit, 
ijium ballivum vel offidarium dtctee dijpenfationis ceriio- 
rem reddere." 

The occaflon on which the trtans were ufually c^ed 
on to grant thefe difpenfatioiis in country dill^cts, was 
harvelt-time — for collecting the fruits of the earth — 
when either an invading army was likely to deftioy 
them, or an unfavourable Itate of weather neceffitated 
difpatch : — ^then the brans might difpenfe with the ftrict 
letter of the law — " Ne occajione momenti pereat commo- 
ditas cceU/ii prwifione conceffa" Of the pure neceffity 
of the cafe^ the civil magiftrate, it feems^ was the fole 
Zfpaif/oHL judge, according to the interpretation of Zjrpseus (de 
1^, i^'iv. Feriis, N". iv.) ; but of the obligation of the precept of 
the decalogue or church, the arcttpiesbBItt ratal alone, or 
the incumbent paftor, in the abfence of his IViperior. 



A few more laical breaches of church-difcipline re- 
main, to which the attention of our raral cinaon was 
folicited. Of this number was ufury — a vice Itill pre- 
fentable by churchwardens in England, and of old 
feverely animadverted on by their fuperiors, the tttens 
of (Eirfstfanftp. Even where the temporal power takes 
notice of t^urious tranfactions, we are told, there is 
always a refervation to the fpiritual jurifdiction of its 
right to punilh the fame by " the correction of tkejimls' 
of tourers. Accordingly, we find, the fynodal conftttu- 
tions of the fee of Arras {A.D. ucccclv.), in a canon 
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" de tifuris el ufurariis contractUms," ftrJctly forbidding omfiiMu^, 
all tyitrariotu trafficking, and commanding the 1itan» /X^'a^'. 
niral of the diocefe to give publicity to the interdict JlSJiSv'*'" 
of the church ag^unfi fuch as are guilty of it, with their 
wives and families; becauTe " u^arum vorago devorat 
et exhaurit dtamiabiUtir fuadtates." — And in the diocefe 
(rf Salzburg {A.D. hdlxix.), the tuans are ordered to ^ ^■«<- 
inhibit Chriftian buriid to all perfons who had beenpssr. 
guilty, during life, of ujuriout exaction. 



The abufe o( ApoJioUcal Letters by the rural laity was 
another grave offence cognifable by the brans of tlit 
coantcs. By a decree of the church of Arras " de abti/b- £3^ 5"*^ 
ribut," the ttians are charged to declare excommuni- SIAmcmclv 
cate, once at leaft in every fifteen days, all " abufores 
Utterarum apojialicarum quarumcunqtte, feu legatorttm 
Jeu JubdeUgaiorum &c." — By another, " de portitoribut 
Uterarum" — all perfons mal-treating the bearers of fuch 
letters are fubjected to bttanal monition ; and, on their 
not making amends for injuries committed, to peremp- 
tory excommunication. So great was the gmlt of mal~ 
treoHng papal bulles, that the offence was excommuni- 
cation i]^o facta ; from which the Pope alone could 
abfolve, as we learn from the metrical catalogue of 
excommunicable crimes of the fynod of Bayeux : — " Si sgnad-Bajoc. 

mali de buUd papee traetaverit uUS Pon^ficem 

quaras" 



By a decree of the diocefan fynod of Antwerp (A.D. OnmaSgnd. 
MDCx.}, under Mirseus, every female practitioner of the p-«». 
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obftetrical art is charged to appear before the bean of 
(SfufstfanftQ, " ut ab eo examinetur an fdat Jitbjiantialia 
facramenti be^tiftm, et faaat proftffionem Jidei integram, 
promittatque fe d&iuntiatwam pajiori parochuE eos qid 
ultra tertium diem bapt^num infantiym diffhnmt, et eot, 
gut ab haretida infanta baptizari curant, out permittura' 
And by a fynodal Jiatvit of the diocefe of Ypres (^ D. 
HDcxxix.), all midwives who had not taken the canonical 
oath, appointed for perfons of their order or faculty, 
are to be diligently fought for by the local beans, and 
prefented at the bifhop's court. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

PUBOATIONIL DUTIBS. 

j^F any Uofmen ftood accufed of incontinence, ^S^'vou'ii' 
' or other grievous crime, in any fpiritual p-*"' 
! court, the lirrans, "for their wifdom and fide- clS^, 
'■ lity," and "for the eafe and benefit of the ''^ 
fubject," were entrufted to take their purgation ', (" a 
thing warranted," in Somner's words, " if not 'required 
by the provincial conftitution Item Scet Sec, ' Depwga- ^nawood, 
tione canonicd');" — that is, explains Kennett, " to let the t.dV. p.'si3. 
fufpected perfons clear themfelves, either by their own 
oath, or the oaths of credible cott^purgatori*" (who 
fwore that they believed what the accufed fwore was 
true,) and " fo to vindicate their innocence, and Hop the 
pTofecution :" — which purgation, doubtless, in laicai as Pm/htuu loco 

( ' ) Hie learned author of Paroc/dal AntiquUia introdaceB this braoidi 
of IttunsI duty at the place we here allot to it, after the fupervifian of 
the conduct of the laify. But we mi^t, perhaps, in our more fyl^ematic 
amngement of offloal fonctioss, have tnuurfemd it to the chi^rter oa 
eeclejiqflical cmfitru, under the head of (a|^EtilIn Imtitff. 

(*) Nathaniel Bacon, fpeakin^ of the practice oi compvTgtUion amongft Hffinrieal ami 
the Saxons in their jndiratory, after having noticed Torture and Ordtaie, ^^^^^' 
adds: — "Where feme was yet more flight, and fpringing rather from cb^szznt. 
want of charity and mifapprdieniion, than promiJing drcnmltanoes, men 
were wont to be contented with a vour ifin, or the oath of the party 
fnfpected, and the concurrent teftimony of other mea : the firft attefting 
Us own innocency, the other conteffing their confdencee of the tnith of 
the former teflimony ; and therefore were, and ftill are, called compia^ 
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well as clerical cafes (in which latter it was to ordered ' 
by canon), took place in the ticanre where the offender - 
lived. 

The way in which IjUtanal inftrumentality was concerned 
in England, in effecting the conviction and amendment 
of the guilty, from the mild admonition of familiarity to 
the judicial in^)eachment before the church, is both 
curioufly and inftructively fet forth in the canons of the 
cM.B.tiH. council which Hubert Walter, archbifhop of Canterbury, 
'■'"''' held at York in his Legatine capacity {A.D. mcxcv.) ; — the 
eighteenth ordinance of which enacts, that, when a per- 
fon lay imder the fufpicion of any crime upon cortmum 
fame, or ftrong prefumption of guilt, he fhould be &mi- 
liarly admoniflied by the Stan rotal ("per Ittcannm foct") 
three feveral times to reform himfelf ; and, no amend- 
ment enfuing, that he fliould then be reproved by him, 
in the prefence of two or three witneffes, of his lois of 
character— evidence of the fame. After which, the canon 
proceeds : " Si ntcjic videatur corrigi, dicatur ecclefia,Jci- 
Ucet arguiUur in capftnlo, tU convictua ml confeffus, canonki 
puniatur; in^ficianti,^ comind non poterit, canomca pur- 

gaton. Their nnmber wu more or left, and of greater or le& valoe, 
BGGOiding as the ofience or the party fnfpected wu of gpreater or left 
concerameaL Thu maiuier of trial was of ancient nle, aqd hoth it 
and that of ordtaie nnder the directory of the dergg; yet tlii* was the 
ancienter by three hundred years, and firfi brougbt into thit nation by 
the conncU at BergharoAed, under Bertwald anlil»fliop of Canterbury. 
And it was performed Ibmetinies more folenmly by folemn iwaTing of dte 
Bucharift, efpedally if the perfon fnfpected was of the facred fnncUon." 
ndwoadPro- (*) " StoAtifnuA quid de cteteTO diffmnati de crimimbutfiit atc^E- 
XIV. p. 313. I»u,etde a$ fe purgare volenies, de una UttatoHu in aiiMm, fin ad Uxa 
TuraHa, vbi nan iimammtur rAdMoiia venalia et vita tuo^aria, nwUtf- 
teniii protrahaniur." 
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gatio iiu&cetur" This wholefome procefe of correction 
is made ^>plicable to the clergy * in particular by Mr. 
Whitaker, in his reference to the York council (fee 
Uijiory <^ Manehefter, V. ii. B. ii. c. xn. § in. p. 466) : but 
Gibfon, Kennett, and others, allow it a general applica- 
tion ; and therefore I here introduce it, as bearing on 
the kiity as well as the cltrgy. 

In prefentments on common fame the accufed generally aahn'maidu 
infifted on his innocence ; fo that admonition foiling in «;vii.'p.'«s. ' 
fuch cafes, the purgatory procefa followed as a matter of 
courfe. And here the archbifliop above quoted orders, 
that the compurgators exceed not the number of twelve; 
within which limit they were to be more or lels, at the 

(') Grenbilhops onderwcDt tlm procefsoffmrjajianwidieongnfr^a- Hirrti'i iFon'i 
tori in the hi^ier ecdefiaMcal courts ; of wliich Ware relates a canons p.]49.' " *' 
example in the lafe of Edward Dantfey, Inlhop of Meath (Hccccxm. — 
hccccxxr). a maliciouB and nnfoaaded prafecatioD haviog been 
commenced agunft the bifhop for Healing a cnp {value \2t. and 4d.) 
out of the chnrch of Taveragb in the dlocele of Meath, and the indict- 
ment removed into PaiHament, he there declared Ms innocence, and 
demanded his ecdefiaMcal privileges. " Upon ibis he waa tnmed over 
to bis metropolitan, for \aspwgaiion; and appeared before ArchbiOiop 
Swain jndidally, and fwore, that he did not commit the felon; laid 
to his diai^ ; and a fnflident nmnber of compurgator* fwore die 
fame ; whereupon he was cleared, and tbe archbifliop returned a certifi- 
cate of bis proceed!)^ to the Parliament." Tile crime was fnbfeqnently 
confeffed to the maUg^ned bilhop l^ an accomplice in its perpetration ; — 
forgivenefs and abfolntion followed ; and tbe bifliop was foon after pro- 
moted to the place of Lord Deputy. — Again, in the cafe of Donald, ^i^i. p. no. 
bifhop of Deny, againfl whom Archbilhop Swain (,A.D. mccccixti.) bad 
[ffoved incontinence and other crimes, and impofed ptnanee. Tbe qii- 
fcopai offender was made publicly to appear, and give fatis&ction that 
be had lived cbafle dunng the time of his penance, and to purge bimf^ 
according to a prefcribed form. Bnt thefe anecdotes of purgation are 
here impertinent, being- clerical, and not laical. 
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difcretion of tlie judge, according to the quality and 
circumllances of the accufed, and the nature of the 
Farther, — that the purgation be admitted 
by the trtan on the v«7 firft folemn day, on which the 
party defamed is ready for the ceremony ; and that no 
money be extorted hy the fear of vexation to be occa- 

cc.«.B^(ff. fioned hy delay. The Weftminfter canons of the fame 
prelate fpeak to the like effect, admitting no procralti- 
nation of purgation "de die in diem, occafione pecuniee 
captandcE ; " but rather urging inflaot difpatch ; — to which 

Ljmiwood a later council adds — " on penalty of tiie bean's fufpen- 

T.xiv.p.31*. f,Qn fi-om office." 

If the party prefented went through the appointed 
trial to the fatis&ction of the bean, he was difinifTed as 
innocent, with an admonition to avoid in future whatever 
had been the foundation of the fame, whereby he had 
^ven offence and fcandal to his neighbours. But if he 
&iled in his purgation, that is, if be either would not 
make oath of his perfonal innocence, or could not find 
the prefcrihed number of compurgatorx, to fwear their 
behef of his purity, he was ij^ facto conlldered guil^, 
and accordingly had penance enjoined by the bean, pro- 
portionable to his d^ee of guilt. 

cai(< /. £ A. Purgations of this kind, and the failures ot purgation, 

f.ws. ' ' appear on our eccleliaftical records of vifitation, Bifhop 
Gibfon tells us, without number. And it is probable, 
that, while the beianal authority was in full vigour in 
the kingdom, it had much to do, in rural diftricts, with 

Slwrt^^ this branch of church-difcipline. Indeed, Mr. Somner 

p«rti.p.r76. alleges, that, in the diocefe of Canterbury, the niral 
beans " had many times purgations committed by the 
commiffitry to their difpatch in their feveral bcanrits, for 
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the eafe and benefit of the fubject," (as I have ah-eady 
Hated) — " and their wifdom and fidelity was intrulled 
for taking them." 

Upon the difcipline itfelf, as of old practifedj the CHitMi.s.A. 
biihop of London has the following fenfible remark: — p.ma. (kTu. 
" This difcipline was certainly &ir and reafonable ; inaf- p-iua.' ' 
much as that perfon muft be owned, to be rgx for the 
cenfures of the church, who, in a whole parilh, cannot 
find fo fmall a number, to declare their beU^ of his inno- 
cence ; nor, which is yet worfe, to declare (after he has 
taken an oath in the moft folemn manner) that they 
believe that what he has fwom is true." 
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CHAPTER III. 

Eio&cisTicAL AND Catechistical Duties. 

R HAT btans rural were ever corywera, in the 

P common acceptation of the term, mull not 

w be inferred from the title of this chapter ; 

V though Minfiiew would have an cxorci/i to 

be a corf^urer, and exorcifm to be cor^wation. EccleO- 

aftical exorcijls they appear to have been in the diocefes 

Set Bo«refit of Yptss and Cologne. The office of exorc^m was not 

p. 191. '.4«»il' at firft confined to a particular order : it was exercifed 

CIO. X. by bifiiops and presbyters for the three firfl centuries ; 

nor was it till the middle of the fourth, that a peculiar 

order of ecclefiaftics was fet apart for it. 9fans ntial 

did not exercife the office^ as themfelves, of the minor 

order of the Romiih church, fo denominated, but as 

fpecially capacitated to perform exorcifm by epifcopal or 

fynodal licence. 

^aiHia SgiKdi The fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdcxxix.) revokes all pre- 

^^^- vious licences of e~rorcifing, whether granted by the then 

SL^."?!? **' biihop or his predeceffors, and enacts — Can. iv. " Ne 

tamen indigentes hoc exorcifmorum remedio, per hanc 

nojiram revocationem careant necejfario auxilio; concedi- 

THUS per pr^Efentes facvJtatem exorcizandi omnibus trttanfe, 

infuia re^ectivi dijirictibus, et etiam Hits pajior^mi qwh 

nan nomtna dictis tittanis tradidimus, puMicanda in prox- 

imd ctffi^que eongregaiione." 

^CflSr^: The fynod of Cologne (A.D. mdclxii.) invefts fteans 
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rawl with the fame fpecial feculty — " lEtotalfbus nqftria 
ttcHnfs, ut in omnibua dijlnct4s fui lods exorcilinos (ui- 
Wiere queant preEjentium tenore facultatem concedimus. 
Paftorct verd et vice-pq/iores hdc JacuUate carentes, indi~ 
gmtes exorcizandos ad )tttano%, vel alios fitetxiU exorci- 
zandi poteftatc rrmnUos mittant." 



In the primitive church there exifted a peculiar officer A(Be*eng:)i 
called a cateckiji, whofe bufinefe it was to inftnict the p.i9i. 
catechumens in the rudiments of religion. At firft, in- 
deed, the biihop performed this duty, as well as the 
previous one of exorcifm, in his own perfon ; but fubfe- 
quently he conflgned it to approved deputies — to pres- 
byters, deacons, or others of inferior rank. Upon the 
tKHnsnical of Ypres cofecAetica/ examinations occaflonally 
devolved by delegation of the diocelan, not as an ordi- 
nary, but as an extraordinary duty :— Can. vi. " Sletani «g>^= %«« 
in fid$ vtfitaXioniinm convocaid jmceniutt, breve examen Tpm^, 
catecbifticum tnjtttuant; ut kdc ratione pq/rorum dili-'*«y- 
gentia, et puerorum profectus melitis ipjis innotefcat, et 
populut fume inftructionem magni cejiimet, guam fvpe- 
■ rioribus ita cordi e£k perfpiciet." 

The union of exordjl and cateeMJi in the Came indivi- 
dual gave him authority, as well to exorcise energwn&is ', 
as to injiruct cateckumens. 

(') Bythe feven^-lecond canon (jlD.UDCiii.)iiiiiuilerB or the dinrch CnnfUtaUom i 
of £ki^aad are forbidden " to exorcise, but hy auUMrity : " — " Neither ^b^i^^ 
Diall any minifter," fays the canon, ** without fnch licence, pTdame to CalaiI.B.A. 
Utempt, upon any pretence whatfoever, either of pofleflion or obfefflon, '"'■J'^'aM*"' 
by bfting and prayer, to call oat any devil or devils, under pain of the 
a of impolhire or cofenage, and depofition from the mvuftry." 



Digitized .yGOOgle 



352 VrcMMi ^tuKtioM. [Put IV. 



CHAPTER IV. 

FUNBBCAL AND TseTAHBNTAKY DuTIBS. 

R. this head I place the few functions 
I niral were cha]^;ed with, in refpect 
y-bvriaU and lay-tejiaments. Watchful 
the people of their lutanries, during life, 
our ecclefiaftics were not abfolved from their chai^ 
even by the death of the parties over whom they exer- 
cifed their care. 
^^syMi-Sa- If the heirs or friends of any deccafed laxfman objected 
(LIT. p. 202. to folemnize his ob/equUs with the nfual formalities of 
f^uUwe, the fifty-fifth con/iituHon of the fynod of Sak- 
bm-g (A.D. HDLxix.), impofes on Beans ntrol the enforce- 
ment of the neceJTary rites — "crucem, clericot, et lutni- 
naria;" and capacitates them to call in the aid of the 
fecular power, when needed, to fupport and give efiect 
p. 387. to the fpiritual. Chrillian burial, howevo', was to be 
altogether inhibited by the btans to Itofmen giulty d . 
ufurious exaction ; unlets they had, before detith, made 
ample refutation and latisfaction for wrongs committed 
— an object to be attempted, fays the fifty-feventh con- 
stitution, by all pofTible means. 



n^atir.Ser^ By thc Jynodol ^atutes of Cambray (A.D. uccclxxl) 

Toiii. Til. ""' de tefiammtis, every curate is to notify, within a month, 

the deceqfe of any layman within his pariib to the lusn 
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of (Eliifstfanfts ; — who is allowed three more, from the 
time of the fame being certificated by the curate, to 
communicate it to the bifhop or his officiidj — and this 
on penalty of heavy pecuniary fines. 

By the Jjfnoiai conjiitutions of Arras {A.D. hccgclt.) cnj/L^Mdu: 
under the iame head (de ttjiamentia), it is impofed on all ^. mgccclt. 
curates and their reprefentatives, "uf tejiammta qua 
feiatt non effi it^a annum executioni demandata; vel de 
quUnu turn aft ratio reddita, trtcanls denunlient infra men- 
Jem h tempore noUtia ejtifdcm betanl" The Ikme precept 
pafied the fynod of Harlem {A.D. hdlxit.)> iii relation to 
te/iatnents bequeathing legacies "in plot ufitt," under a 
penalty of twenty-five fmtati: and another, to nearly 
the fame piu^ort, paffed the fynod of Antwerp {^A.D. Dmnt.sgmai. 
MDCX.) refpecting "pia legato;" that they fhould be p.sos. 
immediately notified to the aitJEipitsbetctfl nual of the 
diftrict. Laftly, in tiie diocefe of London, about a cen- caiti.E.j. 
tury and a half ago, it was particularly chained on the ^xt. ux. 
beans roral " to make a return into the regiftry of the 
confiftory court of all voills unproved, and e(^>eciany fuch 
wherein any l^;acy is reported to be left to charitable 
ufe*:' 

Addenda. — Funereal Duties. " Statuant tecanl et cc.ja^m»^, 
COjpftitle ittTBlfa, quantum in /via di/lrictibus, mercedia 
caut^, iis, qui dant operas in funere, et qui campanas 
pulfant, pro modo labori» dandumjtt: quibus etiam et 
quamdia in erequiis pulfare debeant, cerla regula preejcri- 
hatur, ac eliam modwi, quo pauperes et miferabiles perfona, 
quibua defunctis aut nihil fupereji, ant itd parvm, ut fuA 
impet^ humari non pojint, d parocho futt^ibw ecclefia- 
rum s^teKantur, et exequiit debitis nonfraudentur." 
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SECTION V. 
Supervision of the Clergy. 



HE Duties an 

TOWARDS THE ClerO' 



B principal and more efpecial duty of aitjb- 
nshpets ratal was to watch over the in- 
ire&s of religion and morality in reference 
J the clergy. " Not only were they to take 
care of the rude and ignorant multitude " (in the words 
wtt. oua^ of Dr* Field's verfion of the canon-law), " but alfo, with 
vp.807. continual} circumfpectioni obferve and look unto the hfe 
and converfation of the presbyters, dwelling in the lefler 
titles, and Ihew imto the bifhop with what diligence each 
of them performeth the work of God." 
KtDHrtfgParo- '* In ordet to this," writes the bifliop of Peterborough, 
Hf.vouT'' in his fummary Iketch of niit-littBnal duties in relation 
"' ' to the priefthood of England, " the beans were to folicit 

the clergy to a due execution of their ofSce, and a jull 
regard to their function ; to admonifh them of all fcan- 
dals and offences ; to warn them againft aU cohabiting 
with wives and concubines ; to forbid them an appear- 
ance at any indecent (ports and plays ; to prels upon 
them the obfervation of canonical hours; to remind 
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them of being Itrict in their clerical habit and ton- 
fare, &c. And, upon their default or offence in any 
fuch matter, to certify the biihop, by whom they were 
appointed to watch> and to inform with diligence and 
lingular courage '." 

Thefe duties of aTtftprcsbpUrs ratal, fo copioufly quoted 
in the fequel from concUiar collections, (though not 
exactly in the order here laid down by Bilhop Kennett), 
feem, fays Van Efpen in his Codes of Church Law, to Jw. Eccu/. 
Row necellarily from their paftoral care of the country vi, <^a. 
dargtf — of thft lives and converfation — the fpiritual mini- "' ' 
ftrations, &c. of all perfona m hol^ orders, within their 
refpective becanatcs. Wherefore, on the authority of 
many Belgian fynods, he, not inappropriately, denomi- 
nates them "pa/iores pajlorum; " — and, upon this view 
of their aitif-pastotal character, and its high importance 
to the interefts of religion in the rural conmiunity at 
large, fufj^efls the neceffity of caution in appointing 
proper perfons to the office: — " Notandttm," fays he, EK&«ud.MaA- 
" quian/oliciti meritdJirU epifcopi, nt doctiores, xelq/tores, q^eanatt-T'i'i. 
in curd animarum exerdtaliores, ac pietate morumque '"' 
integritate eminentiores ad hoc offidum eligantur; vipoi^, 
qm non Imcia tanttim,Jed et ipjia laicorum dtrectoribut, et 
amdttctorUfutt xritd, conjilio et ex&t^lo, prodtjfe et pravre 



(') "Bnt at li^,"tbe bilhop fabj<aiu,'*aQtlnBfaperTifiiigcmrefeeined /Waet. .^nMo. 
to devolve entirely opon the archdeaconB, who, on tUs aecoiut, were »°i' "jl^ ^^ 
dignified with the tittle of the xAcan^ the curator*, the prit|y^cou){^Uar«, D«cnt. Gloff. in 
Md the «SM of the bilhop ; who by this time had got a diftinction, Oat ^llj' q",*^*" 
thongfa the otrjiyTrSbstn or ficsn was mig'or ordtne, yet die arcbdeacim inT. AtMMa- 
was major digmtate." 
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^^^^^^ Not only was it given in charge to the Stan ' to watch 
p. 17 over, fcrutiniie, and, if necefTary, cenfure, the cpnduct 

of parochial priefta ; but he was to inftruct them in their 
duty, and to aid them with his countenance and advice, 
whenever circumltances of difficulty needed his affif- 
tance, or prudential reafons dictated to the presbyter the 
propriety of applying to the ati|Kpns)>stt( for the ianctioD 
of his authority ; — the co-operation of both, for the 
advancement of fpiritual interelts in the rural diftricts 
of their joint miniflration, being the eameft delire of 
the church, and the object of much of her fynodal 
legiQation. 
B-T*"^^ Thus the fynods of Belgium, efteeming the vigilant 
twi^^i. obfervance of comitry ptiftora and their flocks by tteans 
p. so.' ' mial, and the general fupport of ecclefiaftical difcipline in 
rural parts, to be the proper bufinefs of thefe officers, 
l^;iflate to that effect ; enforcing particularly all care 
and attention to the morals and miniflrations of the 
infpected. "^ttaxA roiales" fays a fynod of Cambray, 
"parochorum adedque omnium, ^iam factrdotum el dart- 
corum, qum et laicorum fuorum difirictuum moret diU- 
gentir ob/ervent, pot(^mtim autem ut pa/iorta m pradica- 
tioae verbi Dei,Jacrainentorumque admmyiratioTit, ac m 



Vu Ef^ Jw. ('} " ^"° verho, Kt^(yiM(]itni ithjuonim jvriian cvram agmt, id 

f^^'^u"', tamen lumquhm exoidat, qtidd cum fiiU panehonim et/acerdobmtjiii 

(■p. *. p. 31. difirietut pi^lont, ante omnia foliei& Jmt dt tortim folate ef pn^aiu 

^%ft«rp, J^MtaaU, et/mgnlarem Mabeant mfpeotumem et cvram di ipjonim oW 

(^.O. NDci.) et morHnu, ac tLligentid aeltxpie cbva JvncHmui pt^ioraie»i feqat re- 

^' ,^ectu pt^orum gerant non ut dominantet in clero,/ed lanquAm pabti 

etformJlgTtgiMfaeliex animo. Pufioribui zetofit, a in qffidiio pa^aU 

obeundo intrepidit et fentnSnu oonfiUo, auxiSo, et Jbtatio, eontra ab- 

murmwratorei et refraetari43§/ud authoritate q^ftmit el opi i uien t ar." 
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caterit omnihutfuo muneri/atisfadant." (Tit xix. c. xn. 
Part.. II.) 

The fynod of Antwerp {A.D. hdcx.) exprefles^in clear DtentSfnd. 
tenns, the fame obligation :— " &tt^ipXKhTsttxi feu becanf j.d.-^^' 
ntralts, cumjint parochorum aut Jaca-dotum Jiti di/irictus "■ 
paJioreSf/oUdti Jint de eorum ftdute et prqfectu/pirituali, 
et Jingularem kabearU infpeclionem et curam de ijjforum 
doctrind, vitd et moribus. Et vic^sim mandamus parockia 
et Jbcerdotifnu, ut trttanos uti fuperiores /uos agnofcant, 
revereantvr et ament." 

That of Saint Omer yet more abundantly declares the Tit xvm. c. i. 
artlii-pasioral duties incumbent on Beans rural — " Seca- ^a.d^ 
nomm ejfe in ftd tittmiaini partibut Jive parodaia curare, mdcxl. 
vt facerdotes et clerici omties, et Jingvlarith- ut paftores ^^jl^vp^. 
vitam agatU fud vocatione dignam, ac talem ut nemo de ^^h^D^ivu. 
ij^ queri pojjit, nihilqtte in ipjis, niji grave, modejium, ^''' 
imitationeque dignum confpid ; ddnde in hoc advigilare, 
ul pajiorea in pradicatione verbi Dei, Jacramentorum ad- 
ndni/iratione, et omnind in functions pqfloralia offidi Jui 
recti, diligentir, et quemadmod^m oportct, ver/entur .- ad- 
hac ipfoa quandd opus fuerit vijitare, monere, corripere, 
confolari, confiUo ipfa fvbxsenire: denique veri paftoria 
<0d,um erga iUoa, fanos et trgrotos, vivos et mortuos 
exercere," 

" Secanos, quot ej/e procdl ab omm exactione volumus sy>td.La«,.m 
et ctgnmua, admonemua," fays the fynod of Lifieux, " ut ft^. p.h. 
per totam dieecefim peccatis publids et fcandalis fapientir 
occurrant. Et pradpui curatorum, Jacerdotum, et cleri- 
corwn, ne eorum per laicoa vituperetur mini/ierittm, quo- 
rum effe debentjpedmen et exemplar" (De Betanfe.) 

The fjmod of Namur QA.D. mdcxxxix.) fubjoina to the tu,xxi.cv.ti. 
other Q>ecified duties — that the btans exhort the rural 
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presbyters and clergy at large, within their influence, 

" Ut quotidi^ aliquid temporis orationi et lectiom Jptritttali 

jiixx-cxxjiy. tribtmnt:" — and farther, bids them fumifli themfelves 

with accurate notitia: of the ftate of their fuhject pariflies 

and priejihood — to be fupplied to them by good and 

faithfid paftors — " & qidbua exceffits vicinarum ecdeji- 

arum addifcant." 

stat.sm.diu. Laltly, the fynod of Cologne (A.D. hdclxii.) enacts, 

ade^ie^.v.n. "Srcanf xrsxd\t%depaJlorum,et vice-paftorumftddiftridui 

p.'i4t''"' ' ' falute, ac profectujpiritualifolliciti, diUgentir eorum vita, 

tnorum, et doctrirue curam gerant ,• idedque prater vi^a- 

tionei ordinarias, daid occajion6,fajniis etiamper catfoan 

parochxas fid diftrictus mfpidant, etprcBcipue indagent, an 

pajiorei, feu vice-pq/iores apud oves fiias re/ideant, pH, 

laudatiqtte vtvant, fito, trf decet, fimgantur mtwere, pra- 

fertlm domtrucig, etfeJiU diebu»,facrum canant, concionen- 

tur, catecheji jwoentutem imbuant, et ecde^a/iica facra- 

menta, qudcunque diet ac noctis hord requ«-antur, pii, 

promptique adminijlrent." 

Such is an outline of the duties of arctiCprcstiBttnil 
fuperviforfliip over the manners and tmnijirations of the 
clergy, to be hereafter filled up in detail : — but the con< 
nexion between the prieji and at^ptitst of the country 
terminated not with thofe duties alone ; there were others 
of a purely fpmtual a.nd facerdotai chaiacter, by which 
the pities were more intimately united ; and which I 
0iatl firft endeavour to elucidate. 
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Abcbipubbttekal Ministrations op Sfanf ttutal towards 
THE Clehot. 



MS it was the arcbpftsbsUt's office to vifit, ad- siat.suud. 
monilh, correct, confole, and counfel the =^^"1^". 
clerffff and to exercife the character of a&ofca^' 
true ffiepherd of the priejily ^oct, in health m^^w. 
and in flcknefs, in life and in death ; — fo it followed, 
that whatever paftoral duties of a purely fpiritual nature 
the parochial minifter performed to his fubject flock, 
the arcttpastoi: or aid^priest executed towards the Jktp- 
herda themfelves ; by whom, in return, the church de- 
creed, he fhould be equally acknowledged, refpected, 
and beloved. 

Thus, as It was incumbent on the pallors to admi^ 
nifter the lacraments to their flocks in fickneHs, the fynod 
of Antwerp {A.D. mdcx.) inculcates the feme attention, otcni. aactf. 
on the part of the fteans, to the fpiritual wants of the Kif^ 
fick and moribund dergy—" Ubi intelligent artifpreabstttf 
£tliquem i fui di^rictus pajioribus aut facerdotibus pericu- 
lofi lahorare,Jiatlm ad eum excurrant, moneantque utfaliiii 
Jita an^ultU, eique,^opui eji,faxr amenta adwiniflrentSic." 
— " Deindc adhortaattr" adds a fynod of Cologne (A.D. Dn!nt.Sfm,d,A 
HDCLxn.), " ut teftamentum legitimk condat,^ id nonfecerit cw™! mt v. 
priOt, atque ad felicem falutaremque &r hdc vitd egreffum, *" ' ^ 
piia ad DSVM ftf^iia, ac oraiionibus fe componat." 

32 
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DeeTtt.Diaciif. PiSBXn '. — " CUm paftoTum fit fuhdUia fuU i vUd deeen- 
-t.xyi.c.v.i^Kd denttbus jii/ia perfolvere, ttiam artpiprMDBKrts jim eft, 
*° "" fays Van Efpen, " omnibus ecchjiqftids, tUmfacularibus, 
quhm regitlaribus, extra mona/ierium degentibtu, infuo 
diftrictu morietUibus, facramenta adTniniJirare,-et qfficium 
ordimatiaui funebrc focere." And again, writes Gafpar Neinius to 
'nt^xTi. 7. ' the beana of Cftifstfanfts of the diocefe of Antwerp ; — 
X^«i4-r. " IBetanf C5rf8tfa«ftat£s admini/irabunt facramenta facer- 
dotibu$ extemis out injacria con/ittiUis non beneficioHs, et 
eorum exequias celebrabtmt." 

Thefe holy miniftrations were not alone annexed to 

the attlifpttsbeletal inftitution in the diocefes of Belgium 

and its vicinity : they obt^ned alfo in the South of 

Europe. Vifiting in ficknelii the parodii of their re- 

fpective diilricts was impofed on the fUhans, or ax^fttt- 

■** festns ttttal, of the Milanefe province, by ArchbiOhop 

|Cii"c.vi. Borromeo. The canon feems to apply general^ to aB 

E^f.ut- the fpiritual fuperintendants of the country, who had 

3S8. ecclefialtical jurifdiction under the biihop — (" yiebanta 

■vel arttiptesbpui, vd {iTsposfms, m cu^ |ilet>anfae, ata an!if- 

ptesiipteraKis, piappsf turaoe ^n«6«* (Egrotua habUat^;")— 



(') The nctltprnibjitn (it may be remarked) was an older inftitation 
than the g^fOtfituy, and diferently apptupted — iKing a life-fimctioiiarf ; 
whereas the ptry Wt tM waa only durante benepladto. rRie latter office 
originated with Borromeo i and, I believe, fupplanted, by its giestcr 
ufetulneb in die diocefe, the former. While exifting, however, the Mila- 
nefe BntiP'ciOtfl performed the above duty of vifitadon of the fick jMrocAt >' 
and, probably, afterwards, the fame devolved on the fcafofbi vtxit or 
fmaiuout biiars, who approached more nearly to the type of tinal Otanf- 
Btit of thefe ecdeliaftica we have elfewhere fpoken. 
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though the character of thefe officers, and their extent 
of jurifdiction, refpectively, fomewhat differed'. 



(') To this chapter might have been annexed the pemtaitianf duties SmPuiii 
ofbiann xvxal, as conftffbn of the parochial clergy; bat I have thoti^t ' 
it better to defer them till we come to fpeak of the lltBns' connexion 
with Jacramenia and JacramaiiaU generally. Under the charch of 
Rome, ctn^^^on and pcTiamx formed an important branch o£ the office 
in mral diftricts. SCSM were conf^art and pejtitentiariet, hotii for 
the ctergj/ and Uafy, at a very early period. 

Oloff: Addend.— Tbe terma sitjtl[|>itril]|tnal and DttansI being uied 
fynonymonOy throughout the work, the former may be thought not 
to defignate with fuBicient cleameTs the daties which are the fubject of 
the prefent chapter. By tbe epithet mtlipTmbstttBl, as here employed, 
tbe author meatu to denote thofe fuDctiiiQB which X)t*M ratal exercifed 
as foperior or arch priefts towards the inferior prieflhood — purely paftoral 
■nd (acerdotal miniflrations. Perhaps arrtfipWotal wonld be a better 
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CHAPTER III. 



Duties of 9nn0 tlutai in reference to Clerical Deaths, 
Fun ERA LEI, Testaments, Sk, 



^Jj'j'Wj^ report to the diocefen biftiop the names of 

Mti^u ^ lU clergymen who died within any of the 

To>n.i».eoL904. ural btantfes, was a duty anciently impofed 

)n their prefidents : — " Pracipimus omnibtu 
becanfa," fays the church of Melun^ "qudd de c<Elero 
inquirant, et injcriptum redigant nomina omnium presby- 
terorttm, qui in trtcanat(tius futs difceffhrunt; eaqtie deft- 
rant ad fynodum redtanda, ui oremus pro ds, etjinguli 
preabyteri faciani Jervitium fpedale. Hoc enim debetit 
iUienthr facere, quid cum deceffkrint Jtmilithr fiei pro eis." 
(Can. Lsxviii). 

Nearly the feme words occur in the fifty-feventh 

ss.cc.Tam. cauou of the Conjlitutigns of Odo, bifliop of Paris {^D. 

cc'Rct^g. Hcxcvii.); and in the Zn^f7«;ft'on« lo (Ae brans ntral of the 

pp. 79. M."' diocefe of Rouen {A.D. mccxlv.) ; — where the procefe of 

notification was this : — the rector of the neareft adjoining 

parilh, as foon as he heard of the death of a clergyman, 

made it known to the bean, and the bean to the arch- 

bithop, or his reprefentative, by letter — fpecifying the 

day of the deceqfe, and whether the party died tejlate 

cc.Baum. or intejiate; in order, adds a fynod of Lifienx, that a 

p.sii. ' fuccelTor to the vacant cure be felected to perform the 

duties of the church. The Synodal Conjiitutions of the 

fee of Arras {A.D. mccclxiv.) do not materially differ 
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from thofe above quoted of the churches of Metun and 
Paris. — It is decreed by them, "Quddjnguli Iretanf in ^J^j^-^ 
fynodo legant nomina cur^orum in Jvo Betanato defmc- 
torum, et qudd dicant 'He Profundis' cum oratione^de- 
Hton pro h^ufinodi deftmctis." 

By Cardinal Pole it is enacted, in his Gloucefter In- ^^";^u" 
Junctions {A.D.jniLvi.) — "Toucfange the clergie" can.xiv. 
** That every beaiw ftiall from time to time within the 
fpace of ten daiea lignifie unto his ordinarie the death 
of every parfon and vicar within his trtatuiie, and hke- 
wife within fifteen daies the lacke of any curate within 
his faid treaiurd." 

In the " Injirtictiont for the Stans IRutal" of the die- a,dni.E.A. 
cefe of London, publifhed by Gibfon in his Appendix, % xi. in'. 
N". II. " The rural bean is to make a return to the 
Right Rev. Father in God, the Lord Bilhop of London, 
or his Chancellor, into the reg^ftry of the confiftory 
court, of all the clergy who dye within his lirtanrp &c." 

But, with the deaths of the clergy our rural officers 
had concernment, not merely as minifterial agents to 
notify fiich events to their fuperiors, but as under ftrict 
command to celebrate the rites of burial over all de- 
parted paftors of their trttanaus. — " Mortuo aliquo paftore, f;^*J™" 
Irccanomtn qj^dwn eji exequias celebrare &c." fays the 'ntvn'.c.p.iiL 
fynod of Ypres; — and, again, that of Antwerp (A.D.- ^t-^^^ 
MDCX.), " Mortuis pajioribm jujia perfolvent art5^te»- p"'- 
bstcri nralts." 

In fome diocef^ of England, heretofore, in order that 
due refpect might be paid to the departed by his brethren 
of the fame tteanis, the tiean rural was ordered to an- 
nounce the death of any clergyman, parfon, vicar, or 
(^ciatuig prieft to all the mother churches of his jurif- 
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diction. Such was the enactment of W. de Bleys, bifhop 
of Worcefter {J.D. mccxix.), thus minutely enforced : — 

'■ " Qu<mdd perjbna, vet vicarius, vel facerdos mxmjlram 
morhma fuerit, Jiatlm ut mors ejus denundata eji Iiecana 
lod, idem ItEtaniiS mortem ipfamAenundabU omn^rm malri- 
cibus ecclejiis de becanaln fw), in quorum qudUbet, morte 
denunciatd tji0em, putfabuntw campanee pro eodem de- 
functo Sic." And, on the meeting of the iirft fubfequent 
rural diopter of the Ireanrg, the bran, as prelldent thereof, 
was to inquire if thefaid fervice had been properly and 
exactly performed ; and if not, was to urge its imme- 
diate and plenary celebration, — Then, again, the arch- 
deacon being made acquainted with the deceafe of the 
faid minilier, was to announce tt fonnally to all the 
lieans of the other lieanrfes of his archdeaconry ; in each 
of which, the feme church and (Jajpter-folemnitieB were to 
be holden in honour of the departed. But when the trtaa 
himfelf " began the travel of eternity," it was incumbent 
on the archdeacon, or his official, forthwith to notify 
the incident throughout the archidiaconate, and to com- 
mand the performance of the fame religious fervices, 
with the addition, fays the canon, " qudd in bttanattt m 
quo fuerat blianns, Jervitium pro defunctis in qudlibet 
ecdejid efufdem tfetanatuK iterabitur pro anitnd gua" 
The fynod of Ypres, at a much later date (AJ>. 

i. MDcxxx.), briefly, but pathetically, enforces the like 
duties — extending the religious fervices to the whole 
diocefe, in cafe of a tteBU ratal's dece(^e .— " Pojlulatjror 
tema ckaritas, ut quos in vitd habutmus labarum fodos, 
i^em pojl mortem CliriJlianeB pietatia impendamua offi- 
dum. Quari mortuo aliquo pqfiore, cetteri ^i^dem-dif- 
trictus, per treianum moniti, primd commoditate miffam pro 
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refrigerio ipjtua anona cdtbrabunt : et^milith- pro Iretano 

tion plum paftores fid dijiridtit, fed omnes kiffta epifco- 

pal&» tretani idipfitm prajiare turn omittent." And nearly OKni. swko. 

the iame words, thirty years afterwards, with the like p«t.ii.p.i6o. 

touching pre&ce, palfed the lynod of Cologne, under . 

MaximiKan Henry. 

Laftly, it devolved on the fttans to extend their care vS;f'*s7i"' 
and fideUty to the goods and chattels of defunct clergy- 
men ; and to fee that no diftribution of the property left 
at their deceafe took place, till it was certified to the 
bilbop, or his official, that the parties had died tejiate — 
"rf interim fadet betanaa omnia fitajideliter confervari." 
The lame truft is committed to them by the fynod of 
Toumay {A.D. mcccclxxxi) : — " Mobilia presbi/terorum vm Bftwn 
Jiathnpojl eorumobitwnjubfecuro ei Jlricto arrejio inv^i- T.xxiii.cviii. 
Uariari, ac inventariata teneri quoadi^que «' conjiiterit, an 
presbyteri defuncti tejiamentum condiderint vel non; _fi 
au/em inte/iati decefferint, bona pradicta per dominos tltta- 
no8 ad mq^orem utilitatem vendantur, et alit^ Jtqter hoc 
ttttanf difponant, qudd ipji inde gentibus et offidariis nq/iris 
con^utum et rationem loco et tempore debitis reddere pof- 
Jtnt: Ji verd tejiaiifuerint, teJiamerUo probata, bona execvr 
toribus tradi." 

In the diocefe of Autmi it is enjoined by thejynodal m.cc, Tom. 
Jlatutes of that church on all aitiipwshBters, to lay before " ^ ~ ' 
the bifhop the wills and inventories of curates dece^ed 
ffithin their B[d|if(ittsbeterates, on pain of excommunica- 
tion, and a fine to the bilhop of ten pounds. 

In that of Ypres. great refponfibility is impofed upon 
them, in refpect of the confervation of the church's 
property, on the decaafe of an incumbent: — "Stumoram 5tat.spodi 
offidttm ejl" fays the fynod of Ypres {_A.D. hdlxxvu.), iuv'ii.^ix. 
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" omnia etjmgula munimefUa portionis pafioraUa, et qua 
aUquo modo officium pajiorede concemiml, amfcr^o'e, et 
Jiib mvaUario (ne dijirahantur ab haredibut) confervare, 
Jucceffbri, dum inftitutU8Juerit,fiib eitte/iatione da receptit, 

DurtLSgnM trodcnda :" and to the like purport fbeaks the fynod of 

p.331. Antwerp {A.D. mdcxJ. 

^"^^sM. ^y London " In/iructions to Seans IRaral," above 

i XV. ill. quoted, " the lirean is to make a return into the confiftory 
court of all who interfere with the goods of decea/ed 
cleigymen without probate of the will of the deceqfed, or 
without adminiftraiion of his goods granted by the ordi- 
nary of the diocefe." 

But while bringing forward thefe extracts in illuftrs- 
tioQ of arc&fjpftsbetcral duties to the dying and dead— 
more in place, perhaps, in later pages of our nAPSProH-^ 
we are fufpending the far more ufefiil functions which 
Seans tmal were charged with, to the living clergy of 
their prefidencies : — ^thefe, hitherto only flightly alluded 
to, we muft now refume in detail ; beginning with the 
canons pertinent to the apparel of minifters, and their 
eonverfation with regard to life and manners. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SuPKKVlSION OF CURIOIL APPAXSL. 

EO fee that the clergy were ftrictly canonical 
in their habit and tonfvra was a leading ar- 
' tide of the aTtttpnsbeteT's duty in every 
Ittanrs — one of the earheft, probably, with 
which he was invefted in our ifland: — for, from Odo's ccM.B.etH. 
canons it would appear, that there was a particular garb c^ n?' 
for the priefthood of En^nd, in common life, as early 
as the year dcccczliu ; though it afterwards fell into 
difufe. 

To fupport the chiu-ch canons upon this point of 
perfonal attire^, the Seaiw niral were to fet the good 
example of walking decently apparelled in canonical 
coftume with clofe copes — " Omnes ttttanf niralis et cc.m.b.iiu. 
presbyteri decentir incedant in habitu clericali, et cappis ' ' ^ 
claufis utantur ;" — being, moreover, in their own per- 
fons, " honejli tonfi et coronati "—in deference to the 
ordinance which they were to enforce in others. Such 
was the twenty-eighth canon of the provincial council of 

(') In the fbnrth GOnftitation of the papal legate Canliiial GhQo ss.CCram. 
(_jLD. Mxxvni.), red and green veftmenta are inhiluled to tt>W.'at^ '""- °°'- '^' 
yrim*, and ardtdeacons : — " Bnicitfe quoque, ntiiftt^Stnit, tt arcU- 
diaeanSnu, He ve/ki nibri ctiU»u, txl mri^ habere priejumant ; et 
Jpedttliter aroUdiacouiiuM et pnepqfiii* qm habettt curam anttHonua, 
ne cappat foraltu habeani manicaUu." 
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Oxford under Stephen Langton {A.D. Mccxxn.), with 
this penid confequence — that all violators of the law 
were liable to the correction of their fuperiore. But a 
prior provincial council at York under Hubert Walter 
(A.D. Mcxcv.)« having enjoined both crcywn and tonfure 

cc.»t.B.iiH. on the clergy generally, adds, that, if any unbeneJictA 
° '^ ' priefts contemptuoufly reftifed the diftinction, (for the 
beneficed were brought to fubmit by deprivation ',) they 
were to he eloped, againft their wills, by the archdea- 
con or Deans. (Can. ix.) " CUrici . . . qui bmeficia mm 
habent, per archidiaconum, vet titaxuti tondeantur moiti." 
Departure from the true canonical vejiure, crown, and 
tonfure, in the bean's own cafe, (unle& he made imme- 

cc.u.B.>ta. diate fatisfaction on admonition) was tg/o /ado fufpeniion 
from office and emolument, by the fifth Legatine Con- 
^i(tt/tonoftheCardinalDeacouOthobon(^i).MCCLXvin.); 
who feems to have taken great pains, by various and 
peremptory injunctions about drels, to check its licen- 
tioufnefs; though all his efforts were of little avail. 
The clerical beau continued, defpite canonical inhibition. 
In the days of Archbifhop Peckham {AJ>. ucclxxxi.) 
complaint was ftill made of the unclerical coftume of 
perfons in holy orders ; and, it was faid, that the ineffi- 
cacy of paft legiflation was occafioned by this — " Quod 
minorea pralati " (doubtlefs twal ttian», and perhajM arch- 
deacons) " higiifmodi cUrkos monftruofo$ monere non 



mmtiaeBttbi C) In the faik& JrtUskt tf Inquiry a< Fj^&ijwn whidi I hne ever 

ft^il^iSonwi. fg^ ^ „^^ pf ^j^^p g^ ^^ (contained in his §Htf. Wrtftti of 

the diocefe of Sanuo) under the head of Mmffier*, ia a fu^Ti Whether 

they have " haire long ; " — bat the good prelate does not impofe od hia 

QtntK luul the duty of clipping the m 
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anient;" — ^wherefore the council enacts (the object of 
the church bemg defeated by the puflUanitnity of her 
officers), that the penalties inflicted by the law of 
Othobon fliall take eflect without previous monition ; 
and that fpecial inquifitdon lliaD be made in every tttanrg 
alter offenders of whatfoever grade and confequence, and 
procefe commenced againft them " in formd canonicd." 
See Turner's Hiji. of England, Vol. v. 4to. p. 30, tiote 48 ; 
Gibfon's Codex I. E. A. Vol. i. Tit. vii. on the Converfation 
and Apparel of Mmijieri; and Archdeacon Bayley'a 
excellent Charge to the Clergy of Stow (^A.D. mdcccxxvil), 
p. 44, note (g'), p. 9. 

If a dericua, duly'^aren and fkom, were * made pri- . 
foner by the civil power, the Ittan ntial was to intercede 
for his abfolute and immediate liberation ; or, at leaft, 
for his furrender to the cuftody of the church: — " Si cc.u.b,uh 

, . , , r y Vol.I,p.57l. 

ctericui kabens coronam vet ton/uram competentem, captus 
Jveritf^vefuerit notusjive ignotus, et literatug, moneantur 
captoreg, et detentores per ftttanum locf, ut eum Uberijine 
difficultate recedere dimittant; ni/ifortifufpectu$fuerU in 
marUfeJio delicto ; et tunc extgat eum ittanm (ocf, ut ei 
ctt/iodiendus dumttatur auctoritate domini epifcopi: quod 
Ji negaium fuerit, admorutione prandffd, eodem die nomi- 
natlm excommunicentur, &c. &c." Ex Con/lit. W. de Bleyg, 
fVigom. Epifc. (A.D. mccxix). — But when thus liberated 
by virtue of his clerical privileges, and the power en- 
tnifted to the bean by the bifliop for that purpofe, if the 



(') The conndl of Rouen (J.D. hcgsxxi.) can. xvm, coniniands ss.cc.Toai. 
the civil power forthwith to declare the capture and imprifonment of "'*■**'■''"''■ 
dcrka to th« " tttcanmfl loci Jiite mora di^iendio." 
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faid clericus were found to be infufficiently *' ton/bratut 
vcl coronatut," he was to fuffer condign punifhment at 
the hands of the bilhop "prv incompetenti ton/brationtvd 
coronatione* See the Conjiitutiofu and Catumt Ecde- 
Jiq/iieal, A.D. MDCin. can. lzxit. Decency m Apparel en- 
Joined to Mimjiert. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Sdpkkvibion or Cluuoal Contkbsition, ab to Life akd Hannbrs. 

r has been briefly noticed at the commence- 

' ment of our remarks on the infpectionary 

I duties of btans rural in relation of the prieft- 

■ hood (feet. V. c. I.), that they were to forbid 

the appearance of the clergy at any indecent fportt and , 

Upon this point, the ConftiliUiont of Walter de Can- 
tilupe, bifliop of Worceiter (^A.D. hccxl.), have an ex- 
prel^ canon — one among many declaratory of thofe 
duties and obfervances which concerned propriety of 
conduct in the clerical order, and were ceded to the 
more efpecial fcruliny and correption of the archdeacons 
and beans of the diocefe. The canon alluded to bears 
the title — " Ne clerid iiA&rfini ludis inhonejiia ;" — and cc. «.«.•< a. 
prohibits in detail, " Ne clerid inlerfint ludis inhonejlit, 
vel chords, vel ludant ' ad aleas, oel tojdUos ; nee Juftir 
nearU ludos' fieri de rege et rtgmd, nee arietes levari', 

(') " Ludere ad akiu vel tojiUoi" — Axt^ to play at dice. See 
Stratt's SpoHi and Pt^nuu, B. iv. c. ii. p. 230. 

(*} " Ludoijieride regt etregind" — \Dgl. to play at cards, m Da- giaffkr.Ttm.rr. 
cange thrnks, wbo cites the words of the canon, with this remark — co>-lM- 
** Videtur inmU btdiu quem vulgd Chartanm diewiu*, Jiquidem ed 
ataU notiu fuerU." See Stmtt'fl SporU and Paflime*, B. iv. c. n. 
pp. 240, feqq., and the Canoru and Qm/iitutioni of hdciti. ogi. lxxt. Sparrow'iCW- 
wbere the clerfry are forbidden to fpend their tune " ut aUA, ctiartU 'n:«o^P-3*3- 
picHt, t^ffifv, aHi/be ludU UUeUU, &c." 

(') " Arietet levari." — In Kennett's o{»nioii, " arieium levaHo" was 
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nee paliEjlras publ'tcas fieri, nee gildat mhonefitu; et 
preECtpui mercatorum et peregrinonim, quaa ommitd 
fieri proMbemus, per qua multa nommus pericula pro- 
veniffe" 

Again — in the diocefe of Lincoln, about the Ikme time, 

we find the illuftrious prelate who then prefided over 

^ftl^ta that fee, Robert Groffetefte, urging upon the fame fiinc- 

^j^^pp-382. tionaries, by letter, continual vigilancy, in order to put 

a ftop to thefe and fuch-like laxities : — " Faciunt etiam, 

ut audwanm, clerid Judos quot vacant miracula '; et alios 



the fune as nmning at the tptiiUan or quintal ; for wlucb fie his Glo^ry 
at the end of t&e Paroch. Antiq. Vol. ii. ; aUb Dncange m vo. Tom. i. 
coL 389. with a Iketch of this fportive eiercife ; and^e Strait's Sporii 
and Pajiime», B. in. pp. 89, feqq. PI. w. x. si. xii. 

KeoDBU'a Gkf- This cuftomary E^nglilh fport, practifed nfoally at weddings, was either 
fo Indicroua or fo dangerous, diat it was oflen forbidden by ecclefiafiicBl 
authority : — as in the diocefe of IJncoIn i,A.13. uccxxxii.) ; of Worcefter, 
in the test; of Durham {A-D. mcclv.); befides a contlitndon of th«t 

ClairckHUiery, great preferrer of difcipline, Bilhop QrolTelelie — fo called, as die face- 
'■■■ P> "■ tiooa Fuller telle us, " from the greatnefs of his head, having large Aowage 

Riehuddc to receive, andyjore of brains to fill it" " Roberti UttUut, nomine 

^*^V- Grande Caput." 

(') " Miracuia" — miracle-plays, or miracles, as they were commoner 
called — fpectacles reprefenting the hves of faints and the motl eminait 

VU.AibaL9d fcipfi'"! ftories — "Uirttcula vulgariiir appeUamut," fays Matthew 

Cttle.Iiyi.p.s6. Paris: and we leara from Chaucer, that, in his dme, plays of tniradt* 
were Ihc common refort of idle goflips in Lent See Walton's ZR/i. cf 

Pegge'j OrBffi. -^"^'i/^ Poelry, VoL ii. pp. 69, feqq. 8vo. Edit Clerks were not only 

t^p. IIS. ofUn concerned in them, but they were acted in churches and chnrcb- 

Wirton'i H. ^ yards, down to the time of the Reformation, and woe revived by Mary I. 

V uo!"^^^ as an appendage of the papiftic worfhip. See alfo Sirutt's Sparta and 
PaJHmea,R.m.c.u. pp.llfi,feqq. Mr. W arton afligna the probable rife 
of them to a very early period. See Hijl. of Englifii Poetry, Vol. in. 
§ K\siv. pp. 193, feqq. 
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/wftM guos vacant mductionem MaM^ , ftjium Autumni*; 
et kttcijcotales* ; quod nulio modo vos latere foffitji mftra 
prudentiajuper hit diligentir inguireret" 

With fuch keennela of fcrutiny was the inquifition of K<inaBU'>f*«. 
the Ures and manners of the nobility and commonalty, tia,voLi,fMt. 
as well as clei^ — all ranks and grades, from the higheft 
to the loweft — carried on by the archdeacons and beans 
nttat of this moft excellent and energetic difciplinarian, Bnd;>i^/bry. 
at the inftigation of the two orders of predicant friars of ''"*" 
his diocefe, that it- was deemed a fit fubject of complaint 



(*") " IndoiCtionem Maii" — May-day g^mes— Carpeatier in voce OU^ar.T.viii. 
Maintn, " ufiu erigettdi arborem, prima die met^it Maii in compitia, wl ™" "^^ 
ad mdet pueUarum, Slc" It was cnDomary for the pmfl and people to 
go to fome wood on May-Jay morning', and retam, in a fort of triumph, 
with a Maiy-pole, boughs, flowers, garlands, and fuch-like tokens of the 
^ring. See Maii InducHo in Cowel's Law Dictionary. 

(0 " Ftfiian Aviumni" — anTwering', probably, to the modem barveft- 
home feftiTaL Bifhop (Jrofletefte enjoined his chapter of Lincoln not Epyi.f.3A\. 
to permit, on New-year's day, the " f^um ftuUorum," the feaft of fools, 
to be played, aa it was a vun and filthy thing. 

(') " ScolaUt" — Johnfon fays thefe " feem to have been public com- £gc£.Cmm,V,ii. 
potations, at the charge of fome, for the benefit of others." Archbilhop "^'^"'^i- 
Edmund (A.D. hccxxxvi.), in his conJHtutioiu, forbids the clergy to 
poblifti ^otofet. And, if any priel^ or clerk were guilty of fuch pnbli- CC. M. B. >t H. 
cation i" banmun fcotaltorum") or were prefent at JcotaUt, he was to •"■'■P-o3». 
be canonically ponifhed. Can. vi. Spelman glolfes " Scotala, JhotaUa, aiqg: AnhmL 
Jealaltumtjeotal, etJhalaU* — Juxta quofdam ejl compoiatio emungendee P'***.*i«i«. 
peaatia gratid, vieinit advenifqut h qaoHbet exhUnta. Qitqfi dictum 
& UOt, 1. ptcuToa, et alt, i. cercifia : quod inverfo vocabulo alU an glt- 
i^Hrt mmcupatU." See Blount's Jndent Tenvret by Beckwith, p. 509, 
It is ever defirable to point out any eridences of connexion between the BaTsroii ,^- 
Aof^can and Afiatic or dder Greek church : — thefe very compotationa f^, "" '" 
are forbidden in the Hfly-fifth canon of the council of Laodicea — on ai 
iu ItpamtBin i ■Aofwim't tn nfU^oA^t ai^'^iata ^irmXtTv, oAA' ovii haiNovf. 
See Balfamon tn toeo. 
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to the king, as an infupportable grievance and impoO- 
Pegn '• Lif, of tion upon the liberty of iinners ; and the king, by the 
p. Its ' advice of his council, interpofed and itopped the inquifi- 
torial proceedings. 

But how much the religion and good difcipline of the 
diocefe was aflerted by the vigilance and activity of this 
exemplary bilhop, aided by his j^iritual deputies, the 
archdeacons and tieans of his extenfive juxifdiction, 
appears from the declaration which be himfelf made 
before the Pope and cardinals of Rome, on the occafion 
of bis anfwer to the appeal of the knights Temphirs. Set 
Wharton's Anglia Sacra, Tom. ii. p. 347. and Kennett's 
Parochial Antiquities, Vol. i. pp. 343-44. 
Slat. Synod. The couHcil of Saint Omer (A.D. HDLXxxni. — mdcxl.) 

Disk, ^udamar. ^ ' 

Tit. nvii. c. XI. prohibits paitors and their biana to jom dvbi and Oin- 

Jratemitiea in banquetings — fuch being interdicted to all 

ecclefiaftics ; and that of Avranches forbids the cleigy 

^.Roiowng. genercdly the purfuit of fielA-jporta, hunting, the ufe of 

p. 31$. ' Jire-afms and other offenjioe weapons, on pain of fufpen- 

^1^ ' fion ipfo facto ; and commands the inTBl Irtans of the 

diocefe to have a watcbfiil eye to fuch offences and 

offenders, and to infonn the bilhop of them (can. vu. 

A.D. MDCXCIIl). 



Not only were the Deans to fee that the clergy, en- 
titled to the diftinction of crown and tonfure, canonically 
obferved them ; — not only to enforce them on the 
refractory and difobedient with their own hands ; — but, 
in cafe of any members of the prieilhood being, in any 
fl^rant inftances, guilty of behaviour profcribed by the 

Coch;^Ic 
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church— juggling, Jiage-plat/ing, bt^foonery — fuch as was 
dilgraceful to the facerdotal diftinction of crown and 
torture — the Ittans and higher officers were again and 
again ordered to deprive them of it. 

It had been early enacted, for inftance, that no " cle- Thf/.Amfdot. 



is repeated, tottdem verbis, in the council of Rouen {A.D. „,„fla^ 
Mccxixi.) can. viil: of Chateau Gontier (A.D. mccxxxi.) *'*^fE'l 

' ' ^ ' II. eoi Vial. 



" ^ Ji per annum illam artem diffhmatoriam exercuerint, 
otnm privilegio ecclefia/iico Jint nudati &c." Accordingly 
the Con/iitutions of the council of Sens (AiX dccccxv.) 
decree, "Quod clerici ribaldi " (Juglers, Spelman. gl. m v.) ss.cc. 'ion. 

"maximi qui vulgddicunturdefamilidGolieE p^ cc.itoi«»,g. 

IVtcanos iffjrfsifanftatfs tonderi pracipiantur, vel etiam radi, '^>''i''35 

to qudd eis non remaneat tonfura clericalis : ita tamen 

qudd fine periculo etfcandalo tjiafiant." The fame canon ss. ca Tom 

XIII. col. 1253. 
Mail a Suml. 
<utSS.CC.To,r 

can. XXI. ; and again at Sens (A.D. mccxxxix.) — See Spel- 
man. Glq/f. pp. 264. 467-88. and Ducang. Glqf. Tom. in. 
col. 502. Tom. VI. col. 794. 

Mountebanks, it feems, were commonly employed at 
the feltivities attendant on marriages, and fuch-like merry 
meetings, in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries ; 
and the clergy too often proltituted their facred pro- 
feffion to a participation of fuch abfurd fooleries : con- 
nected with which there is a curious canon in the 
in/lructiom for regulating the ttttanal office of the diocefe - 
of Li^e {AD. mcclxxxvii.) — not prohibitory of thefe 
revelries altogether, but of the cuftom of fending the 
jugglers to be paid for their exhibitions before the bean's 
friends and relatives, out of the pockets of the inferior 
clergy of the branrfes — Can. xviii. " Bttanf pro nvptiis Thr/. A«tcdci. 

HaHen. Tom. 
- IV.coLBSS. 

;>, Cookie 
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ditis joculatores remimerandos, nee presbyterifuii JubdUU 
veljbcm, nee clerici cleriaa, &c." 



CWJlMan 



The council of Treves (A.D. mccxxvii.), in a cuion 
devoted to Bians tmal, enjoins, " Qudd 'ttttani acct^ent 
taliild'Tw vel deferant nobis vel officiali nojlro otimea /acerdotea vel 
dericos lu/oret et tabemarioi, fornicatores mim^tftoi, et 
ceiebraiores clandejiinorum matrimoniorum, et yfisrarioi, 
et negotiatores :" and orders the clergy to make the like 
prefentments of peccant trtans. Nearly the fame ge- 
neral ordinance " to all and Angular arct)piisbeters" was 
impofed by \he fynodal Jiaivtea of the church of Autun, 
for ftrenuous and diligent execution, towards the clofe 
of the fame century — " Qudd eum ortmi folertid et curA 
n^aa-.'intcd. adhibitd diligentir inguiranl, et fubtilitir inveftigent ab 
ss. cc. Tom. artftfprrsbstetatfbttB,^*, Jijini aligui facer dotes aut clerici 
csi^'ki*. ■ Ittforea, taberTiarit, negotiatores, fecum Jujpectas mutieres 
tenentes, et pr^cipui incontinentis vita. Quos autem tales 
invenerint, eorum nomina nobis aut qfficiaU nq/iro, quhnt 
citiiis potuerint, mittere nonpojiponant" See alfo a canon 
of the fynod of Conftance (A.D. mcccclxxxl), " Contra 
preabyteros mercatorea" in the latter part of the Rouen 
Collection of Councils, p. 571. 

T\ie " In^unctiones ad "Sttanat" oi' the winter fynod 

ccRBtcmag. of Roucn {A.D. MDVi.) imprcfs on thefe officers, *' Ut 

p.107. """ Jreguentius qubm Jieri poterit vijitent J'uus curatos ; et 

quos invenerint mali viventes, informationes fuper hoc 

faciant, et qffignent eis diem coram officiali" Alfo, " Ne 

frequentent tabernas,fed exemplum beni vivendi tdm in 

habitu, quhm moribus et converfatioTie fuis fubditis ojien- 

dan I : "— alfo, " Ne pecunias dccipiant directi vel indirect^ 

I CocH^lc 
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iljitis curai ; vel ab eis munera ewigant ut eos firdftH 
vivere permittant." 

Laftly, the fynod of Bois-le-duc (A.D. mdcxii.) charges 
the t»ans of CCJicfstfanftB and others, " Ut puhUcos concu- siat. spned. 
binarios, tifurarios,JimoniacoSf atiofqite notorH criminofos ^'JJ^I^J'"' 
presl^teros ab altaris minifterio arceant," upon pain of 
grave punifhment. 



But of all clerical tranfgrejjions, there was none to 
which the watchfulnefs of rural toians was more fedu- 
loufiy directed than iticontinency ; — none/ againft which 
the councils of the church iflued more frequent cen- 
fures ; — none, where negligence and connivance, on the 
part of trians and archdeacons, were more feverely 
reprobated and puniihed. And, of courfe, in fpiritual 
watchmen, expected and commanded to be keenly alive 
to the camalfaults of the inferior clergyj perfonal chajlity 
was eflentially required. 

Accordingly, as early as the year dlxvii, we find the ss.cc.-itm.n 
fecond coimcil of Tours decreeing, in its nineteenth " ' 
canon, an effectual- mode of enfuring the continence of 
bfcan arcllprfcsis, and of attefting the fame to the church : 
— " ^itllfllTCStiStlTf bftanf, et diaconi, etjubdiaconi, non qui- 
dim omncs,fed plures in hSc Jufpicione tenentiff- d populo, 
qudd cum conjugibus fuis maneant. Pro qud re hoc pla- 
cuit obfervare, ut quotiefcSnque an^ifXt%hQ\tx,feu in cico 
manferit,feu advillamjuam ambulaverit, unua lector cano- 
Tmorumfuorum, aut certus aliquis de numero clericorum 
cum iUo ambvlet, el in celld ubl illcjacet, lectum habeat pro 
tejiimomo. Septem autem inter fubdiaconos et lectores, 
pel laicos habeat concejj'os, qui vie^timfeptimanas cum Ulo^-- ^ ^ il > 



totomag. 
'.1. p.S6. 
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facere omnind procurent : et qui dijiulerit,fujiigetur" — 
If the arc6ptft«t« neglected the correction of the clergy 
("Juniores fuos ") in this crime of conjugal iniercourfe ', 
continues the fame canon, " ab ep^copo fuo in civitaie 
retrudantur in ceilam, ibique mer^e mtegro panan cum 
aqud manducent, et ptenitentiam agant pro Jibi credito 
clcro, quiet nulli clericorum,Jitxtafententiam canonum, cttm 
cotyugefud manere permittitur." 

Again, the council of Auxerre (-^.Z>. dlxxviil) enacts, 
in its twentieth canon — "Si presbyter (quod nefaa eft 
dicere) aut diaconus, aut /ubdiaconus, pojl acceptam bene- 
dictionenty infantes procreaverit, aut aduilerium commiferit, 
et RXi^ifxtib^itx hoc epi/copo aut archidiacono non intima- 
r,erit, integro anno non commwiicet itli verd, qui hoe 
eomndferint, deponantur." 

Laftly, the council of Rouen (A.D. MUtxii.) can. xv. 
under the fame head, "De derids uxoratis," and " Qualea 
ejje debeant ftetanf," enjoins " Ut tales ftltanf eligantur, 
qui Jciant fubditos redarguere et emendare, quorttm vita 
nonfit infamis.fed meritd praferatur/ubditis ; " — implying 
therein that exemplary abjiinence was expected in the 
perfons of the Seans themfelves. 

To enforce clerical celibaof ^ in England, Archbifhop 



(') In the firA three ceatnries, we bear of no injonction to celibacy; 
DOT, indeed, till tbe pontificate of Gregory the Gteat (near the clofe of 
the fixth century), viae this abfnrd law oniverTally received. 

(*) Among the inany proofe of the esflem ori^a of the BritiJh diurch, 

it is here pertinent to remark, that the early clergy of thefe ifles — bH 

the Anglican, and many of the elder Anglo-Saxon clergy — copied thofe 

Johnroa'i Pn- ^ ^^ Greek church, in retaimvg their lOioei. In the latter, even bilht^ 

faceiBV.M. were permitted to /tMpUMrtotci^ till the council of Trullo(^.i).i>csGii.), 

& p. S Kott accordbg to Balfamon ; and here in England, till the reign of Edgar, 
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Anfelm, who regarded the marriage of the clergy as the ^""'!?'» '^■ 
moft intolerable of all abufes, held a council at London Ecet-^civu. 
(A.D. Mcvii.), cxpreflly directed adverfua imontineniet cle- 
ricos. Earlier attempts had been made by this prelate 
(^.i>. Mcii.), and by Lanfranc' his predeceffor {A.D. 
MLSXVT.)) by the penitential canoni (A.D. dcccclxiii.), by 
Eliric (A.D. dcccclvii.), (the fin being equalized with 
murder, in its puniflunent, by the penitential ccmons') to 
impole Jingle life on the Englilh clergy. But, on the 
authority of Henry of Huntingdon, it liad not been 
prohibited to them generally to marry till the tenth 
century. Afterwards — "when, by the attempts, and WerttiyHe- 
preflures, and tyranny, and arts of a hundred and thirty p. ivi. ' 
years' continuance, the clei^ were driven from their 
cAq/Ze marriages," in the words of Jeremy Taylor, — 

and the primacy of Donftan, Mr. Johnfon's &ys, " It is cerUin, that 

evea thofe of die clei^ who lived in momaileriea had th^ vnva ooha- 

biHtig with them. And the chronicle of Winkia iofbrme lu, how, aftwr 

a long 1i^ig!?l^> t^J were at laft ejected by th^ miraculous voice of a 

crucifix, which yet was heard by none but the king and the archbifhop." 

(Spdman. Conci(. Vol. i. p. 492.) — Again," When they, the clergy, were Bornet'i Si/I. s^ 

put out fiom their featB," in Bifliop Burnet's words, " becanfe they woul^, ^K"^™*"". 

not quit their vtiveM, they were not dt^riced of facred orders." . ..." In Vol. ii. p. 187. 

the Wefiera church, married clergymen are noticed in many Spanifh 

and Gallican fynods ; wherein bilhope' and priefts' wioes are called 

ej^copa and preabylera." The reader, who may wilh to fee the fnb- 

ject of clerical eelihaey difcuifed in a mallerly way, is referred to Suicer 

Thtf. Ecclef. ia v. Tofio^, coll. 725, feqq. ad 734. He will alio find 

much valuable hiftorical matter collected by the Rev. E. Pagitt, in tus 

CkrtfUanogTapbie.'Part iii. 4. Marriage of Prirfit, pp. 56, feqq. 

(') Laniranc did not impofe celibate on the clergy in the villages, Bnniet'iHtA^ 
but only on Ihofe that lived in towns, and on prebendaries. But Anfelm y^jf^''™'™' 
carried it ^irtber, and fiiiiply impofed it on all the clergy : yet himfelf B. i. pp. 187-88. 
laments, that fodotny was become then very common, and even public 

ii.yCoogle 
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during the protracted ftruggle that therei^n enfued 
between men's natural rights and the arbitrary injunc- 
tions of the papacy and its emiflmes, the interference of 
btans rvTBl on the Me of inhibition was ag^n and again 
called for. Nor, indeed, when the Pope had ajqwrently 
eflablifhed his anttr^matritnonial decree, and got the 
clergy partially to yield unwilling fubmiffion to it (which 
they did, as a mere law of the church, founded on no 
law of the Gofpel), could the papal veto be fubfequently 
upheld without the continued vigilancy of our rural 
officers, — themfelves advocates by compulfion of the 
canons of celibacy, and invefted by the church with 
power to inflict puniflunent for every violation of it in 
the perfons of their fuhject clergy. 

Accordingly, the tomes of the councils at large con- 
tain fome few mandates, and thofe of our own illands 
more particularly abound with inllructions to lieans, 
archdeacons, and other ordinaries, not only on this head 
of profcribed corgugal union, but alTo on the vices con- 
vergt't Lift if fequent upon compulfatory celibacy. For " the church 
iA\. was overrun with a deluge of tTiconimence, fornication^ 

Ctoc* hifiary, adultcry, and yet worfe." Since " thofe," in Fuller's 
iti.B. emphatic language, "who endeavour to make the way 

to heaven narrower than God hath made it, by prohi- 
biting what he permits, do in event make the way to 
hell wider, occafioning the committing of fuch flns, which 
God hath forbidden." 
wiiunrtLL. But to return to Archbifhop Anfelm. — From a letter 
of Pope Pafchal II. to the metropolitan, it is clear that * 



(') In the diocefe of Sanini, in the commencement of ttie thirteentb 
century, married priefts occur, fttthers and fons, bolding benefices in 

rocoeflmn. 
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the clergy, in contempt of papal penalties, continued to 

marry — " In Anglorum regno, peni major et mtlior cleri- ^*"*«^'* 

eorum para " are declared not only to be married, but, ThoMiBn. r. a 

what is a much more extenfive afTertion, to be actually p.'h.'i..'i. ' 

the font ofpriejls. — And the fame was the cafe in France p'.ssi.Tt.'reqq. 

— where, as well as in England, extenfive powers of dif- 

penfation were granted to the Pope's reprefentatives, to 

make exceptions in favoiu' of the clergy fo circumftanced : 

while, at the fame time, the laws of ceWyacy were to be 

more vigoroufly enforced for the fiiture. Anfelm took 

up the matter in good eameli, and under his primacy 

the treans rural, as fupervifors of clerical chajiity, are 

bade, in the council already referred to (the firft in which 

they appear in fuch a capacity in England, for celibacy 

was not enforced in rural diflricts before), to fwear, "Qitdd 

pecuniam non acc^ient pro toterandd tranfgre^ione Jiatuti 

tU clerici cq/ii mvafit;" and non-compliance with the 

oath is made punilhable, with the lots of their betanaits. 

Again, under the title of " miniftri, qmbus cum archidia- ^-^ *i^*' 

amis hoc incumbit" (unlefs the reader would rather 

underiland church-reeves than btans rural), they are 

commanded by the feventh canon of Archbifliop Cor- 

boyl's Weftminfter council (-4.1>. Mcrxvii.), " ommjludio 

et folialudxne ab eccle^d dei hanc pemiciem (foil.) coTitu- 

bernia mulierum illicitarwn omnind eradicare" Sufpenfion iSpi«. p.so2. 

is threatened by the York canons of Hubert Walter 

{A.D. Hcxcv.), if the l>ean<, by connivance, notify not to 



fncceflioii, without any notice of papal difpenfation being granted to 
them, to capacitate them fo to do. See fTttttf kltgistniiR ^ancti AMmbi 
jMiMt Epifc Samm. Hie palTage is more particnlarijr referred to here- 
after, nnder the head of " lUegUitnatet." ^ 

DiQitized^yGOOgle 
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their prelates the carnal exceffes of the clergy ; while the 
divine benediction is invoked on thofe who from zeal 
declare them. Can. xvn. 
^e^J^''^ Like vigilance is inculcated by the con/Htutions of 
Sccftii S^iim (A.D. Mccxvii.), according to Dr. Brady — (but I 
do not find any fuch fact in any Sanim document of 
this date) ; of Durham {A.D. hccxx.) ; of Edmund arch- 
bifhc^ of Canterbury {A.D. Hccxxxvt). Indeed, in all 
the canons (each pregnant with more fevere reftrictions 
than its forerunner) which palTed the church at this 
period to promote the darling object of the papacy, the 
celibacy ' of the clergy, rural beans and archdeacons were 
the conftituted local watchmen of clerical contmeruy. 
Nor, indeed, enlightened as was Bifhop Grof&tefte of 
Lincoln, and inclined on other points to conteft the 
tyrannical interference of the papal court, did he on this 
particular fubject ihew more illumination than his con- 
temporaries ; — it being the reigning opinion of the day, 
that even the cor^ugal duty was not confiftent with per- 
fect facerdotal purity. 

Having enforced the ftanding order of celibacy in his 
diocefe, GrofTetefte had to contend with the abufes and 
immoralities confequent upon it: and accordingly, in 
one of his many letters to his archdeacons, preferved by 



>, (') Fuller tells us the clergy of the diocefe of Norwidi were particn- 
Uriy adverTc to the project of prielU' divorott, and in the &ine degree, 
we may fappofe, tronblefome to the lucmal fupervifora of maial& " In- 
deed Norfolk men are charactred in jure munieipali vafaiiffimi," fays 
the witty hillorian, " and are not eafdy ejected ont of that whereof 
they have had Icmg prefcription, and preTent pofleflion: no wonder 
therefore if they ftickled for their utivet, and would not let go a xioytie 
of themfelves." 
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Mr. Brown in his T^duabk Fdckuhu, we find him anif *''V'*«(« ««■ 

•^ nm m appad. 

madverting on thefe officers for allowing the clergy to p.388-Bpift.io7. 
hare intercourfe wA\ifocaria^ : — "Habtntfacerdoteaplti- 
rimi fuas focarias, quod et/i nos et nqftros lateat cum 
inqmjitionem fuper hujufmodi fieri fadmus, hit per quos 
fiurU inquifitiones, perjuria non timentibus, non bcbet 
lamen vot Jic latere qui prcefentialiter fuper eos titm per 
vos qu^ per becanM et bedeUet vejlros continui vigilare 
ieaeminL" 
In the diocefe of Confteoce {A.D. moccclxxxi.) "fen- ^^i^Vi. 

SyimSCm- 

(') "Focariee ita diolafunt, ut placet Somnera in gloET. & curantHs Bnwn.wit. 
focU: bicauUm, ut videiar, ad aliufmodiignei extijiguatdo$ alebantitr ™fp '" 
afacerdoUbus ^Hiu ten — {et eujitt qvidam nAn, vH ^dnt Tiefarii proki- 
titum eis /uil fanciian malrtmoniiwi ?") — See Ducange and Spelman 
m ooce — aad Bilhop Gibfoa's Codex (jAXtiful Marriage qfPriffts in a>dt*I-B.A. 
our RefoTfued Church) — " Not to menttoD," fayi he, " the abominations j^ iiy,'- 4jg. 
detected by Ibe commilConera for viTitin^ of reli^ous houlea temp. "*' 
Hen. B^ 1 wlU produce one more impartial evidence, viz. the acts of 
the metrapolitical vifitation of Archbifhop ffareham; in which we find, 
(hat in the two ^ocefea of Bangor and St. David's, above eightj/ priefia 
were actually prefented for incontinence." But what is this to the boajl 
of a ceitun prdate recorded by Henricos ComeUns Agrippa — " De quo He Inctrtitn^iu 
Uginu* gtoriatum in commio, habere fi vndecim miilia Jacerdohim safH^anm 
cmaiiixariorttm, qui in Jlngitlot aniUM ilU atirum pendent?" — The c. "-ut. 
reafbn why the mliuj^ powers euconraged concubiTiage, rather than 
'narriage, was this, he tella us — " Quid ex concubiTut proventiu tUu eji 
amplior," 

llie inoonHnent der^ might fairly afcribe fome part of thdr vidoos 
habits to tbdr ruling fuperion, if in the decrelalt of Oratian (whidi, 
though nearly all furreptitions, are upheld in credit by the papacy) it be 
actaally laid down, as is reported, on an alleged authority of a council 
at Toledo, " Qui non habet usorem, loco iilim concubinam debet ha- 
f>ert." D. 34. Ed. Paris, hdxis. My edition, however, I moll confefs, 
reads, " Ul u?Mia—mvlierit, aut uxoris, aut concubins fU cotymuHoae 
maienttu." 



zed.yG00gle 



[Pabt IV. 

tence of excommunication i^o facto p^ed the fynod 
" contra preabyterot notorii concubinarios et tenentes penet 
Jifocarias;" and a ftrong injunction was laid on the 
btans of the tounttg to denounce all fuch to the con- 
ftituted ecclefiaftic authorities, on pain of excommuni- 
cation. But the continental treans do not i^pear to 
have had their attention very frequently or forcibly 
directed to the fupport of ccUbate-canons. Either the 
clei^y abroad were lels uxorious than our infular ecde- 
fialtics, or, being more in awe of papal edicts and ana- 
themas, more effectually fubdued their natural defires, 
in compliance with his holinels's will and pleafure. Cer- 
tain it is, they gaye very litde trouble to the local oiU- 
narfcs (as far at lea ft as we can judge from the almoll 
entire abfence of canons directed to the point in the 
councils of Europe) on the fcore of incontinence. But 
in England the cafe was altogether different. The 
cuftoms of the Greek chiu*cb (originally introduced here 
by St. Paul or other apoflolical miflionary), in refpect of 
clerical marriage, were never fo completely eradicated 
as to admit, generally and without refinance, the oppo- 
fite, unfcriptural ufages of the Latin church : and thence 
the necefllty of the frequent repetition of canons en- 
forcing celibacy, and the oft-recited admonitions to tttatis 
rural to apply them with the utmolt rigour. See Suicer 
in voce TdiMs, and Beveridge ad can. v. Apojiol. in Pandect. 
Canon. Vol. ii. p. 18, on the lawfuin^s of marriage in the 
Greek clergy. 

The earlieft penalties inflicted on the clergy of Eng- 
land for incontinence may be feen in the Penitential 
Canonf (fuppofed to have been compiled by Dunftan) 
' publifbed by Wilkins, under the title of Canonet edid 

I CocH^lc 
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_/mA Edgaro nge — (^A.D. dcccclx.)— cami. xxx. — xxxi. 
The punifliments, fubfequently, varied at the whim and 
caprice of the Pope and his partifans ; but whatever they 
were, the UCBits inral (as foon as thofe officers were 
infiituted) were generaUy concerned in their due 
enforcement. 

Sufpenfion and excommunication were frequent punifh- 
ments of the guilty clergy. But, let their delinquencies cc.M.B.ttH. 
be as heinous as they might, it was enacted by W. de 
Cantilupe, in his Worcefter Conjiitutioru (^A.D. mccxl.), 
and by the Synodal Statutea of Woodloke of Winchefter Voi.n.p.soa 
(A.D. Mcccviii.), that the churches were not to be 
fufpended by the trtam, or fuperior ordinaries, from 
the celebration of divine fervice, while the delinquents 
themfelves could be made amenable, for profeffional 
tranfgreflions, in their proper goods and perfons, by 
diftrmning and fequeftration, by fufpenfion and excom- 
munication. Indeed, thefe enactments were of general 
interpretation, applicable to clerical mifdemeanours of 
whatever kind, and not to mcontinenof alone. But if 
the beans allowed any of their fubject brethren, fo Ihf- 
pended, or who had been a fecond time guilty of mcon- 
linence, after penance once accepted, again to officiate — 
refuming their holy calling without prohibitiop — then 
the officers themfelves were to be fu^ended, ^fo factor 
by the Winton council. And laftly, if they commuted 
the quality and degree of penance enjoined, or varied it 
for Uie r^e of extorting money from the guilty, more 
readily, by fuch iniquity, they were to reftore twice the 
fum out of their own pockets, and to fufifer other grave 
punifhment. 
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But enough of clerical celibacy and its coofequences — 

of the canons and confiitutions for its fupport^ and the 

M""vP"«. penalties for its infraction. * The conduct of Cardinal 

AD. Hcuv. John de Cr^na, the )^atine advocate under Pope Ho- 

norius II. of the wickednefs of marriage ia tbte prielt- 

hood (for he came to England " with his bignefs and 

STuMf^E. bravery," fays Fuller, " to bhifter the dei^e out of 

p. 43. their wivet"), we are told, " not a little advantaged the 

reputation of married priefta ; " inafinuch as it proved, 

by a flagrant example in his own perfon, the nnfitneis 

of fuch celibate-canoTU to the condition of humanity. 

b]^}^^^ And " God b^ng long provoked by the impureft 

^38*' ^■'"'' f^rvices of concubinage, awakened Chriftian princes* 



Matt Pvia, Lib. (') " Ckm tgitur in conciUo feotriffimk de uxoribtu facerdotum trae- 

' '' tdffit, Jumtnunt Jcehu effe h meretncii latere " (^ fo he called a prieA's 

wife" fays Ephndm Pagitt, Chriflianographie, P. iv. p. 59 ") " eorput 

Cbr^ faciendum fwrgere, eum e&dem die eorjnta Chri/U cm^ti^Jel, 

cum merdrioe po/i vejperam mteretptu* efL" " The great honour 

wherenilh he was ererywhere received," fubjoma ibe " parfon of the 

chnrch of Saint Edmond the King, in Eiorohaid-ftreet," " waa tnmed into 

great Ihame, and he ftole home, through the jm^ment of God, cod- 

fbnnded and aOiamed." 

Serkoamp^ {*) King Henry L having heen petitioned by tke hUhopa in connol 

^^oIyb ' "* '"PP*>'t the canon of ctUtaey in ecdefialUcs, infiead of endeaTODiing 

/fi/bn if Sag- to enforce trith rigour a law fo mocb at variance with the natnral feel- 

oMi. F?"^ ' '^*^ °^ mankind, converted it into a fifcal advantage, and, " taking upon 

SobUmt'i Vin- himfelf what m^ be called the popely privil^e of felling indnlgeQces," 

- ggg granted to the clergy of the realm the fociety of their trtve* upon dte 

payment of a certain conpofititni and yearly tax — " accent ount mt 

pecumam injfntfam de pretbyteris, et redemit com" fays Henry of 

Huntingdon ; — the twantf rural, probably, continuing their wonted fur- 

veillance during the fale of thefe royal licences, fo as to prevent any 

ecclefiaftic availing himfelf of the indulgence unlefs he duly pnrchafed 
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and prielis, into liberty, and hoUnds^ and refor- 
matioD." 



it of the king's treafory by the payment of the eftablilhed loife-compo/i- 

HoH. Upon fome terms or other, it is certain, the priefts were at this Chri/iiaiu- 

time in a ftate of marriage, and " fo'contiuned," Mr.Pagitt afiSrms, ^'j'^*' ^"*"'' 

" in the time of Archbilhop Theobald, of Thomas Becket, Richard 

Btddwin, Stephen Langton, Rtdtard, £dmond, Boni&ce, Peccbam, and 

others, during weD neare 200 yearea after Anfelm's death." • 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SUPEKVIBION OP THE SPIRITUAL MINISTRATIONS OP THE ClBOOT. 

Dr. Field ^iiu SN " the continuall circumfpection of arcfiprK- 

^f!'"'"' I tstere rtiral," in the dean of Gloucefter's 

D language, " in looking to the l^e atid conver- 

%fation of the presbyters, dwelling in the leffer 

titles," we have faid fufficient. — Our next extracts have 

to do vrith them as infpectors of thejpiritual narti/lraiions 

of their fubject clergy : the obfervance of the amonical 

hours of public worfliip — compliance witb the rubric of 

the day, in preaching and prayer — in the performance of 

the Jpedal fervices and ordinances of the church — in 

proeejional rogation, and fuch-like rural ceremonies. By 

attention to all which particulars of facerdotal duty, 

ludtm. the local prelates were enabled " to Ihew unto their 

diocefan with what diligence each of the presbyters 

performed the work of God" — a principal object of their 

delegate overfeerlhip. 

»oKhui'i£c The turnl beans were to imprefs upon the parochial 

B. .111. e. x. clergy the obfervance of canonical hours '; — which, befides 

(■) See Cone. ClmeJhoB. can. kv. (A.D. dccxlvii.) ; CC. M. B. H H. 
Vol. I. p. 97;-fiic«7)t D. ficgfteri. xiviii. (..^.Z). mccl.) p. 103; Catm. 
Aelfnci, cxix. {A.D. dcccclxi.) p. 252; Macri fiJerofc*. ine. p,312; 
Van Efpena Differtaiib Canonico-hiftorica tie Horii CanomcUi Bin^ ' 
ham's E. A. loco citato ; and particularly Palmer's Antiquitiet of tkt 
Englijk Atfuo/, VoL i. pp. 202, feqq., a work which fhould be in the 
bands of every clergyman. 
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the morning and evening prayer, (otberwife called matins 

and Vetera), were t\iejirji, the third, Hhefictk, and ninth 

hows, with the completorium or bed-time: or, as the 

times are divided by Mr. Whitaker according to ^no- jiig^^j^f„_ 

dem acceptation, the hora canonica were three andjix ^:^; " 

in the morning, nine, twelve, and three, the evening, and 

mOnigH. 

Amongft the irregular practices of the clergy of his Bro»n'i.^i.- 
day, the non-obfervance of thefe canonical hours, in their 5^'ff. ^^ 
church fervices, is noticed by Bilhop GrofTetefte, in a <*» «. croffe- 
ietter to the archdeacon of Lincoln {Epijl. 107 — before «*■■ "^ 
referred to) as deferving correction by his becanal and 
apparitorial minifters — " Plurimi facerdotes," he writes, 
" DEUH non timentes, nee homines reverentes, horas cano- 
nicag out non dicunt, aut corriepti dicunt, et id quod dicunt, 
fine omni devotione aut devotioms Jtgno, immd magls cum 
evidenti ojienfione animi tTidevoti dicimt; nee koram obfer- 
vfoit isi dicendo, qua commodiorjit parocUams ad audien- 
Aum dimna,Jed qute eorum plOs confonat libidinofa deji- 
dia" &c. — which things, the good prelate adds, ought 
not to efcape the watchfulnefs of the archdeacon, erer 
prefentially infpecting the manners of the clergy and 
laity by means of his inam rural and apparitors — "prteUa 



Tlw church of Ebgland, at die milicm of our offices In the rrign of Pdoer'a OH- 
Edward the Gbth, only prefcribed public worlhip in the mormn^ and the ^^^^'^^' 
evening; and in makin^f this regnlatioD fhe was perfectiy jnllified: for 
though it ii the duty of Chriftians to pray continnolly, yet the precife 
time* and feafoiu of prayer, termed canoTiical haun, do not reft on any 
divine command ; nor have they ever been prononnced binding on aD 
cfaorcfaes by any general coundl : ndther has there been any uniformity 
in the practice of the Chriftian chnrch in tlus refpect. ~. , 
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dominifortiUr praliantes, et inordinata prctdkla et^tmlia 
ad ordinem reducentes *, &c." 
Browiva Pa/ci- jhe fame inattention to the appointed hours of divine 
v.m. worlhip Cardinal Campegio accumulates on the catalogue 

of ecclefiaftical abufes, which he purpofed to reform in his 
Ratisbon ConJiUution (^A.D. mdxxiv.), — ^arming ordinaries 
with power to punilh fuch violations of difcipline, accord- 
ing to the degree of guilt, either by diverting the received 
profits of the benefice from the delinquent's own ufe to 
that of the church or poor ; or, in ctJe of his ohftinate 
perfeverance in the fame fault, of altogether depriving 
him of it And this they were to effect by the inflru- 
mentality of their archdeacons and ttB.v.% niral. — " Om 
bmefida propter officia Juxta patrumJanctiouM dari con- 
fueverunt, Jierique vix poffit, ut in tantd prisbendatorum 
catervd non reperiatur, qui officii oblitus horas negligat 
canonicas : fane Jiatuentes volumus et ordinamns, ut loco- 
rum ordinarii per archidiaconos et Tittam% de kt0u/mdi 
Jacerdotibus negligr.ntibu8,fefe diligenter edoceant, elfecm- 
dum uniufciijit/qtte negligentiam atque defidtam Jruclto 
perceptos, vel m utilitatem eccUfim, vel in ufum pai^nm 
vertant. Quddji poji legilunas monitiones etjimvl primam 
correctionetn, in eandem negligentiam, qute dijfoluts pror- 
fus mentis indicium ejl, quis relabatw, turn benejicio etim 



■IRt.intflitti- (') If the cliaaters of the catbedr&l cinircb of Sanun were too oltoi 

w foi"*?*^!** ^l''^' fi^™ ^^^ ^^ eanonictt, or, in other words, from divine worihip, 
Epitc. SuiBbor. the CoitJHtuiiom of Bifliop Ofmnnd enacted, that they Ihoold feek pardon 
of the dean imd chapter, pn^tra&ng (Aemfiltx* before them -.—and if 
they did not amend under correption, they were to be degraded, and lo 
fubmit to peoance " in ckoro idUmi pwronim ficuiuSim ^uantitaiem 
delkd." 
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ecdejiqflko privetttr: coUatortque vel patrono de alio idoneo 
providendi aut prcefentandijzt potejias." 

Laftly, the fynod of Antwerp (A.D. mdlxxvi.), under the siat sgm 
head de divino cultu, has feveral injunctions refpectmg p.s35. 
the obfervance oi korte canonic^, — commanding the titans 
raral " Ut diligenlir inquirant contra negligentes, eofque 
ad ^ifi^pmt deferant, maximi quos d^ehendent celebrare 
non lectis horis : " and at a later period {A.D. mdcx.), 
fummarily decreeing — " Btnefidumjiwplex obtinens, kabi- D«Ttf. J] 
turn clericalem gejiet, horas canonicas legai^ oneribus tilxvui. 
miffhrum, et aliisji qu<£ incumbunt,fatisfaciat; eorumgue ^' 
omnwm legUimum te/iimonium .... becano xutaU exH- 
beat (Uioqvinjructus nonfaciatfuos." 



To the non-obfervance of hora canonictE we may fub- 
join, from the fore-cited letter of " Seynt Roberd" of 
Lincoln, and other authorities of recenter times, a few 
uncanonical practices — deviations, it may be, from the 
various rubrics of the day — in refpect ot preaching and 
con/e^on, pointed out to the correction of lieaiw rnial: — 
" Sunt quidam rectores et vicarii et facerdoles, qui non Bnm-tPafii- 
folvm audire faJUdiunt pradicatores fratrum utrittfque jp/MifSii. 
ordinis, fed, Jicut poffunt, ne audiat eos populus preedi- 
cantes, aut eis confiteatur, malitiofi preepediimt : admit- 
tunt etiam, ut dicitur, pradicatores qutEjiuarios ad pr<E- 
dicandum, quifolOm taiia pradkent qualia nummum me- 
Uas extrahunt," &c. Whereas, the bilhop adds, he allows Pogge'iiift^ 
no quejiuary preachers^, but only the parochial minifters 



(' ) " ^ aUquit de quejiuarii* phUateriat Jua* ^UnderU popiUo, ad CC. Butmag. 
faciliiu extorquendam jxamam, capiaiur, et cum JiiU pMUtterut addu- ijj**^^'"' 
cattr ad qfficiaUm, ftc." (Prtecepla Sttanijt facta, AD. mccxlv.) ^~> i 
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to open and expimn the fervice in few words: — and 
therefore he urges his archdeacon (" f&r liecanos et he- 
delios") to purify the temple of God of all fuch poUu- 
tion, to induce the people to pay devout attention to 
the Ikenfed preachers ' of the orders of Friars, and to con- 
fefs to them with all humility, to admit no qiieftuttries 
to their pulpits, and loflly to prevent, as much as poF- 
fible, alt intercourfe between Chriftians and Jews. 

Such pallors as either cannot, or will not, pretKk, or, 
by their preacMng, do more harm than good, within the 
diocefe of Cambray, are prefentable bylttans ratal ; nbo 
are fpecially charged to fee that the clei^ of the pro- 
vince fulfil their duties of preaching, admini/iering the 
necrfiactmeou facrameTtts, &c. &c. " Betanf <B}ixittitinitati%," fays the 

ProviadaL Co--'..' ., , ^ ^'.. . 

mnvce-sb, Tit provmcial council {AD. mdlxxxvi.), " referant epycopts 
aut eorum xAcariu,Ji quos deprehenderint pajiores, vel ob 
imperitiam, vel ob negligentiam 4 prtEdkatione verbi dbi 
abjiinentes, et longi magli, Ji quos noverint, quifuUpr0- 

J^Ti'*"*^*" dicatknibus magis ^JiruaM qu&m adificent" "potj/^ 



RtilliiiRflcefa (') Compare with this Lincoln canon, the forty-ninth of onr CC. Ee- 

c^f^c^ cl^ of HDciit. " iBrnJUrt, not allowed preadien, mag not apoHnd." 

pp. is,reqq. He preocAinf friarsof Grofletefie's days weis a fortof liccnfedpiekchen. 

who had no cure of fonls, but were ftill accounted a kind of pafton— 

authorifed " jure communi," or rather " prioiUgio Jpedali," to teadi 

the people, not only in the churches but " in plateii puhUcu" — to (he 

entire fuperfeding of the parifh priefts ; who are defoibed in a provin- 

aal conftitation of the reign of Edward I. as bong " fo ignorant anl 

ftupid that they rather made the people worfe than better." ffiflu^ 

Grofletefte ii fud to have been a great fnend of the prtdicmU bteihra> 

of the eiteoTiTe diocefe of Lincoln. 

Otjiciioiu of Thefe fiiara, it feems, were fomelinies ordained as (tKKCpl^f ' «f 

K^*"i "irti'-*^ WfttagaiW. " Freres," fays a writer about A.D. mccclx, " ben msde 

Effay on Ch^- bifliops, to go and preche aud convert heathen mni,. and leave this 

pp^tN"'**"'*' ^^1 '^« ^^ ^^ Buffrasan* in Eiiglaad." i , C > O O'g I C 
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^BHim autem obfervent Irtcanf ut pajiores in pradicatione 
verbi DEI, facramentorumque adminijlratione, ac in cete- 
ris omnibus Juo muneri fatisfaciant" 

The Synodal Injiructions of the province of Rouen 
contain a few ufeiiil precepts for the decent and r^^tdar 
adminiftration of the Jpecial fervices of the church, ad- 
drefled to ittmi rural — ex. gr. thofe delivered to the 
taans injbriptis, after the vrinter fynod of the year mccxlv. 
— " Prac^iant fttcanf prejiyierw, td antejiatutum tempus iv««p(o!B«M- 
ab eccle/id, maximi pecunice inierventu non recipiant mtt- cc rutimag. 
Ueres adpurification&n^,nyide licentidiifficialis aut archi-v-ts. 
diaconi." 

Ag^ — " Ut muUeres defponfata non redpianUtr ad 
mijfam eo die quo Juerint defpor^ata : fed fecundd, vet 
tertid die." 

Again— " Qudd presl^teri dUigeirdir ^ngulis diebusDo- 
mrikia denuntienl infuxs ecclefiis, Jecundwn quod de novo 
ejijiatutum infynodo, gudd per ^fidem datamper verba de 
fifturo ; nullateniis audeant contrah&re volente* fe cama- 
KMr comm^ere, donSc bannajwrint completa, ne appareal 
diqtds contradictor," &c. &c. 

Again — " De facrasnento matrimonii'^ — the fynod oX DterttaSipmU 
Toumay {A.D. mdlxxiv.) decrees, that, if both contract- p. is. 
ing parties be of the Jame btantg, they may be joined 
together in wedlock without a toccanal Ucence,^n a 
proper declaration of the publication of banns by the 

(*) The mothers of iUe^timate children faanng been improperly Stat.Sanadi 
adndtted to purification in the chuich, in the diocefe of Bois-le-Dac, it tW^Isi. 
ia forbidden to all priefts, by the fynod of mdcsii, " Sub ptend fiifyer^ 
fionit, qiutm eo ipfo incttrrarU, naiUera, qum ex tUtctfo ctmctAUu pepe- 
rerttnt, ad pvrificaiionem admiUere, mfi facuHate ah a(c!liymAj[tno 
lori ad koe tikratorie obtentd." -, . 
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refpective parocki, the one to the other; — but if the 
parties be of different Seanrfeu, the letter of the Sean is 
required before the marriage ceremony can be performed 
by either /wrocAtta; — " Si vera diverfortan ^u&vMvmmfiie- 
rini contrahentes," lays the third canon on the facrament 
of matrimony, " non niji receptts priuafui ftetani Uteris ad 
affidatitmem procedat parockus." 

An irregularity in the facrament of the maf$ — (the 
adminiftration of two maffes in one day) — is pointed at 
in the diocefe of Glouceiter as meet for prefentment to 
vS"'* H? ^^ bifhop by lrtan« ratal. — Touchinge the clergie, can. 
XIV., it is enacted by Cardinal Pole, or rather by his 
fub-delegate, the bifhop of Gloucefter, in his Injunctions 
to the diocefe (^.D. mdlvi.) ; " That every fttane fhall 
flgniiie unto his ordinarie onfe every quarter, at the leaft, 
the names of fuche priefts as for lucre ufeth to fay two 
maj/es in one dale, contrarie to the canons in that cafe 
provided." And the like irregularity is forbidden by 
Gafpar Nemius to be any longer Itcer^ed in the diocefe 
BtcretaSgnad. of Antwerp {A.D. MDcxLii.) — the Jieans ratal being the 
^.D.iitKii.11. publilhera of the authoritative revocation of all licences, 
already granted to any of the parochial clergy, that 
might feem to countenance fuch /acramen^o/ abufes. 



In the diocefe of Colt^e, we learn from the twenty- 
fifth canon of the fecond council {A.D. mdxlix.) — " De 
proceJJionU>ui ruraUbus (in quibus/acra hojiia cum imagim' 
bus famtorvm drcumfertur ") — that it was committed to 
Ireans ratal to exhort the clergy "perjuas regiunculas" to 
conduct thefe much abufed country proceJfioru-iux<«^ii^ 
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to the canoD of the church : — " Nee vagi el incompofiti ^"^y'^'^- 
per agros difcurrant, et prafertlm RogcUionum tempore, J"p- narifi. 
quandd deuh pro mifericordid et jrugum con/ervatione 
imploranats ; tranfgredientes pq/iores aut ipji in fynodis 
jvit corrigant aut mfitatoribus nojiris indicent " — fays the 
cited ordinance : — which is again followed by others, 
enforcing on the clei^ obedience to their lieans in thefe 
and aU lawfiil matters ; — commanding the epifcopal vi- 
fitors not to allow difobedience to go unpuniflied; — and 
yet ferther threatening all fecular magiftrates with 
excommunication, who Ihould dare to obftruct the fpiri- 
tual police in the execution of their duty. See alfo 
Deereta Synodalia Dom. Maxittal. Hen. Arch. Colonienfts, 
Tit. VI. De procejfionibta &c. 

The " Nova Pracepta " of the archbifhop of Houen cc. itctmag. 
{AM. MCCLxxviii.) charge the presbyters, " Ut quotiens ' '""' 
dubium ertt quandd aliqua jgunia vel procejiones injli- 
tuta fieri debent, Jicut in die Sancti Marci, recurrant 
ad becanwm lorf, et fine ^us cotyilio ea facere non pr<E- 
fumant." 

The council of Noyon {A.D. mcccxliv.) commands the cot^iituiinna 
\9txA otbfnatfes to put an end to hiftrionic fports and^^^"^ 
idolatrous proceOions ; — " Joadatores five hifiriones de 'l^Zwvi^^ 
novo candelas cereas tanqu&m resfacras deferunt, et nitun- 
tur procejionalitir portare, populum ad i/dolatriam indu- 
cendo &c. Quod nos de ctxtero fieri proMbemus." — The 
archbiihop of Mahnes bids the treans rural inquire at 
vifltation-— " An non irrepferint in ecdefias aliqua fuper- onnta syaedi 
JlUioJa et vana, in ctBremoniis, proceffionihus, peregrina- <:.n.A.D. 
tionibus, imaginum et retiquiarvm oc fanctorum venera- 
tione, quibus mentes Chrifiiana hfincero Dei cuHu/entlm 
dimoveri po//int." f- i 
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BingiiMi'i Ec- To the folemn fervice of Rogation ', proceffions were 
B*iiii. i.'m ii early added by theWeftera church ; and, as drcumftances 
required, were occaflonally celebrated in the open field. 
It does not appear that at firft there was any harm or 
fuperftition practifed in thefe proceffions, — no pomp of 
relicks — no expoflng of the eucharift to adoration ; — in 
fuch folemnities the people only carried the crols before 
them, as they did in fome of their night-proceffions for 
pialmody, as the badge of their profefllon. Afterwards, 
many abnfes were heaped upon the fimplicity of;iro- 
ceffioruU rogation, — feaftings with banners, hand-belk, 
lights, ftaying at crolfes, &€. followed in the train of 
parochial perambulation; which, in the days of papal 
England, was annexed to the duties of the Rogation- 
week, and is ftill retained by the Ir^unctions of Queen 
Elizabeth (^i>. hdlix). 

But I do not find that any fuch revelries as thofe of 



Gibfoa'i Csdu (') It was coliomary beietofore for the inhabitants of pariihes folgtct 

imlij'S^"' to a cat'ied™^ or other niother chnrch to go ifi yroO{^Io« to the tme It 

p.TMT. II. Pentecofl, in token t^ fnbjedion, with croffes, bannera, oblations, Ac 

'"'^ To thia andent nfage of rqminng to the mofair ecdejia i£ the lunt(| 

of Fageham at Whitfnndde, the Btchiepifcopsl mOTOiion in the ftppttSii. 

addrelTeil to the bran, rectors, vicars, capellanes, and inhatntanta at laig« 

of the Dtailts of Pageham in SulTex, relates. See Oiichefter DoamaiU. 

Hiftery <f Ktt- Dr. Hiorolon notices, that it was a coftom fanctioned by Pope Aleun- 

O^^hamAin, dcT HI. for the clei^ and luty of the connty of Nottin^mm to come, 

at the feaft of Pentecoll, to the chnich of Sonthw^, with folemn pn- 

c^on: — that a fynod was there held; and that the cAH/fita brought bj 

the twanil of ttit tounttji from the church of York, was thence diAnbvMl 

throogh the other chnrdies. 

Hut'g Heth aa In the /njiut/tCKMU of the archdeacon of Lincoln AJ). hocxih. it is 

^ KMimH, uiqaired " 30. An aiieubi Uvaitur arietei, veljimit fiotbdi, vd iectr- 

letur in praewido cum wxiilc matriou ecclefite ?" ^ 
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the diocefe of Cologne above cited, thoi^h they occurred 

in an a^rarated form in the Rogation-days of Arch- omcOmAi^ 

bifhop Cuthbert, as early as A.D. dccxlvii, and probably voi.i.p.9T. 

continued, more or lefs, in our iDiu\ax rural procejions 

of a later date, tae recorded as meet for Iricsnal or 

archidiaconal correction in the councils of Great Britain. 

The abufes' noticed by Bifliop Gibfon were the tifital 

ceremonies and abfurdities of the day. See Van Efpen 

De drcun^e/iatione et ExpojUione Eucharijiue, I. E. U. 

Part. II. Tit. IV. cap. v. 

(')"'ntefep«ramiii:I(riK>fu (though of ^reat nfe, ia order to preTerve eMoo'iCodai 
the bounds of parilbeB) were, in the times of popery," fays Qiblon, 4^ xfiiTVoLi. 
" Mcompanied with two great abnfes; nz. with feaftiagB, and withp-SlS- 
fuperltition; hang performed, in dw nature of pnc^otu, with ban- 
ners, hand-belb, li^ts, flaying at crofles, &c. And therefore, when pro- 
etffion* were fbrbiddes, tbe nfefhl and innocent part of perambubdioiu 
was retuned." See Sparrow's CaUeetion, p. 68. 
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CHAPTER VI[. 



The Avthoutv of Bland ttuni in supfobtino Chukch-Discipunb, 
AND auPERvisiNo TBB EXTERNALS OF Rblioion oenekallt. 



converfation and mimjlration of the clergy 
iilied, proceed we next to illuftrate with a 
V felections from fynodal in{titutes, at home 
d abroad, the autibority and jurifdiction of 
our local oibfnaties in fupporting the externals of religion 
generally ; — viz. in enforcing the refidence of the paro- 
chial clergy on their cures, — in the regijlration of bene- 
fices and beneficiaries, of curates and curacies, — in the 
r^ection of imlicenfed minifters, the font of clergymen 
and illegitimates (unlefs fpecially protected by papal dif- 
penlation) from all qffice and benefice, — ^in the guordwrt- 
fkip of the church's temporalities during vacancy and 
fequejiration, — in the fulientation of the fabric of the 
church, the manfe, and all other ecclefiafiical buildings,— 
in the due keeping of church-yards, and the reconciliaivm 
of the fame when defecrated and prophaned, — in the bUjf- 
ing and baptising of bells, — in the care o{ furniture and 
ornaments dedicated to divine worfhip, — in the dijiribution 
of chrt/m and oil, and the general fuperintendence of all 
matters and things connected ynt}ifacraments ajiifacrn- 
merUals, and particularly with confeffion and penance. 
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aSaiDENCE OP THE PARDCRIAL CLEROy ON THEIR CURES. 

Himfelf perfonally refident within his atc!if|iW8batetatf, o»!/» ffV^ 
tutanate, or plcbanate, (for he could not be promoted to voi'.i.'p.s7i. ' 
the fpiritual headihip of the diftrict, unlefs he had an pqfJZc. ^ 
ecclefiaftical benefice of fome kind within it,) the artj- *'"■''■"■ 
pdest, lirtan, or pUban, was bound to fee that every 
incumbent redded on his benefice within the jurifdiction, 
and neglected not the fabric of his church, the duties of 
reading, preaching, and miniftering therein, and the 
genersJ care of the fouls committed to his paftoral charge. 
All delinquents he was to prefent to the diocesan. The 
Precepts delivered (^A.D. mccxlv.) to the itans of the 
(iiocefe of Rouen by the archbilhop, enact — "Uljinguli cc.soiomag. 
Willi derU nobU infcriptts nontina eorum qui non refident 
"1 ecclejtis, tttm facerdotum qudm aliorum : item nomina 
^'de^arum eorum qui non refident in ecclejiis fids kc." 
file Synodal Satutea of the bifhop of Liege {A.D. 
MccLxxxvii.) can. xxi. bid the ftians — " Qudd ipji dill- riu/.Aneed^. 
S^hr inquirant nomina et numerum ecclejiarum in quibus 
^vejiiti perfonalit^ non deferviunt, et nobis feu oj^iali 
"fifiro remittant" The council of Cologne {A.D. mccc), 
addreffing the fame officers, fays — " Vobis SetanfB ©firfs- ss cc.t<«u. 
iwnftatom corrmtitHmus et mandamus quateniis nomina '*'*' "' 
'ttwum qui in vefiris bttanatfitas hujujmodi ecclefias occu- 
J^t, et nomina pajiorwn non refidentium perfonaUtir, 
*" fct^t nobis intra mer^em poji prafentem diem tra- 
datis, ui ktffufmodi negUgentiam et defectum de pr^ela- 
'*''"*» nofirorum confiUo reformemus ; et id ijfum in 
l^ihttjynodo •volumus obfervari," on pain of excommu- 
^ation.—" the fitteft and fureft means/' obferves the .^ , 
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author of Parochial Reformation, in his annotation upon 

t^i^e^ this canon, " to oblige men to their duty, and to ovt 

xiJt.p.73. g (irone from profaning his profeflion." 

^■^wA « In hoc admgilcrU toetanf," writes the fynod of Saint 

■ntxvi,e.p,ni. Omer (A.D. hdlxxxiii. — mdcxl.), "m* pq/iores inpradi- 

catione verbi Dii, /acramerUorum adminijiratione et in omni 

functione pq/ioralia officii Jid, recti diltgentirque verfen- 

tur;" — duties which paftorB cannot by any means per- 

TU. XVII. c 111. form, unlefs re/identiary : — wherefore the fynod decrees, 

that no paftoT be abfmtjrom his parochial charge beyond 

five days, " mfi de Ueattid Jid Irtcanf in fcnptit obteniA!' 

D^I^f ^^ ^^ fynod of Antwerp {A.D. mdlxxvi.) enacts, that 

p 333. no minijiering pai^r, regiftered as fuch, be abfentfron 

/da cure for eight fucceffive days, " abjqiie beianf /«' 

ittialfs confetyu." See alfo Decreta St/nodi Dicecef. Antr>erp. 

(J.D. MDCX.) p. 336. and &/nod. Statuta Dieec^. Yprmf. 

{AJ>. unczxiz.) Tit i. p. 263. 

^-*^^- Yet farther to enforce clerical refidmce, the feventy- 

* wi.*M. ninth canon of the Ancient StattUes of the church of 

Ctm^ Kelewiag. 

'^■'-'i- Autun, and the ninth of the Synodal Statutes of Bayeuz 
(A.D. Mccc.) empower nttal artftpteabBtets to feize the 
benefices of non~refident incumbents, and to hold the 
profits thereof during the bilhop's pleafure ; — non-com- 
pliance on the part of the officers being ftibfequentl; 
threatened with excommunication. By the former coun- 
cil, again, it is decreed, that if the churches of the 

eoiiss. different atc4fp»8bBl<iat» within the diocefe of Antun 
be not duly rep^red, the avt^pxitvts fhall fequ^ler the 
emoluments thereof; and for their trouble in fo doing, 

^'/.S^ the fynods of Saint Omer (A.D. unucxxni. and mdcil.), 

Th.Kx.e.j. grant them a fair remuneration — "Jufiam mercedem." 
But by the " Imunctiones ad Sctanos " oTthe diocefe <^ 
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Rouen (A.D. hdvi.), it is very properly forbidden them 
to fequefier without juft reafon — " Ne fina cau/S or- cc sammat. 
reJierU frttctua benefidorum fiA pr^Etextu repcaratvmwn p.ioT. * 
mimmifctUarum, aut alterd gudvis occqfione: quod tam&i 
facer e da it^wigttur habUd caufi legUimd." 

In cafes of non-rejidence by licence of the biihop, the Dtont.Kmc^ 
factUani of the fee of Ghent were to exhibit to the mtal ■nLxTi.e.x.n. 
ari!tpt£e«ts their hcences ; and, at the fame time, an p"-^-^*"*"- 
atteftation, with each Ucence, of the maifes having been 
canonically performed, and the charges upon the bene- 
fices duly paid. The officiating curates, likewife, are 
annually to lay before thefe officers their letters of ap- 
pointment, in order to their being tranlmitted to the 
biihop for renewal. 

The rejtdence of fteans laial in their tteantits is not 
barely prefcribed by the council of Rheims (jLD. mdlxiv.), ** ^*J'l^™ 
but their active duties, as vigilant infpectors of the dif- 
trict clei^, in enforcing holinefs of life, afliduity in their 
calling, attention to the repairs and decent furniture of 
their churches, &c., are circumftantially detailed: — " Qud 
tneUus omnia qwE ad arcfdepifcopatlis nqftri curam perti- 
nent, r^dre pqffirU, et omnium clericorum negUgent\<E et 
peccatit ocaurrere bccanf niraUs infuA q(/idui maneant ac 
vigilent Jpecidd, &c" (Statut. xviii.) — And again ; "Atc/u- 
diaconi et Bnanf xwaUtfiFpi moneant dericos et potijimdm 
atratog, pH mvere et orationibus in/iare, hortarique gre- 
gemjiium ad p€enitentiam et vitam emendandam, ac repa- 
randas parocHalea ecclefias, quas peccatit cleri et pojntli itil 
m^eTUibu3 deus permiJitpoUm et devajiari : fed in Tepa- 
ratione folUcitudo Bl curatis ipfis praferUtbus adkUteaiur, 
ta nihil inordmatum aut prapofleri et titmultuarU accom~ 
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modatum, nihil propkanian, nihUque inhonefittm apparcat, 



Laftly, the council of Malines (A.D. mdlxx.), — " De 
BeCBofB Q^^xiitianhatwa" &c. cap. ii. writes on the fame 

"^ point : — " Cum eademjit ratio de pajloribus et artjfptis- 
hi^ttxis,feu becanfs ruialfbus, qui et ip^pajloret pajlorum 

Ku. Junt, et eorwn qffidum in obfervaiione morum, tdm pafio- 
rum, qudm laicorumjui dijirictus confijiai; Jiatwi Hoc 
Jynodua, uX Jiculi pa/tores in Juts parochiatibus, ita omnet 
axciiftnft^tni,/eu<E'^tistimhamm^najiiin/uorum1imjtB- 
tttttm timitibus ad perfonalem refideniiam compdlantur" 
And, in our own country. Cardinal Pole, in his G/ou- 

ttn. ce/ier Irffuncttons (A.D. mdlvi,), " Touchuige theOerffc," 
can. XIV. enacts, " That every Iriani Ihall fignifie unto his 
ordinarie, onfe every quarter, at the leall, the names of 
all fuche paribus, or vicars, as are non-rejtdente upon 
their benefices" &c. 



§2. 

KEGIBTRATION OF THB CLEROV, &C. 

ParBMaiAM- Biftiop KeDHett quotes the council of London (v^.D. 

p.3«i!' " ' Hcccxui.) — meaning the ConJHtvtionet Promnciaks of 
Archbiihop Stratford (CC.M.B.ef/f. VoL ii. p.e96.)— 
the Extravagants of the fame prelate of Johnfon's EccL 
Laws &c. McccxLii. — as authority for the itatement of 
his Parochial AnttqidttM, Vol ii. p. 361, that, " Baial 
beans were to keep a regtfier of aU priefts and other 
clerks, who officiated within their jurifdiction ; and were 
to take one penny, and no more, for inferting each 
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name in the faid regijier." The canon in qaeftion, ccm.b.hh. 
however, does not nmne Ittans total as being employed " ' ^ 
in inferting the names of the mafs-priefls or other offi- 
ciating miniflers (fuch, that ia, in Johnfon's glofs, as 
neither had injiitution nor licence to ferye the cure from 
the bilhops) in the matriatla; and therefore, if the canon 
" Ne injiituti m bencjicda, vel adfacros ordines promoti 
mde&iti pro fui» Uteri* pragratientur," extend to tttral 
fcearw, as it probably may, they are included under the 
general title of ordinariea, and as fuch are bade to re- 
gi/?er the names of the particular priefts alluded to, at 
their firfl admillion to celebrate divine offices, for the 
fum of one penny, and no more, on pain of fufpenflon. 

Whether underilood, or not, in the above conftitution 
taral beans were, undoubtedly, commiffioned by Arch- 
biihop Peckham to far more extenfive regijirarial duties 
in the firfi canon of his Reading council (A.D. hcclxxix.), 
" De in/ii(titionibtu et dejiitutionibus," addrefled to his £>/&p.33. 
fuffragans : — " That we may have notice of benefices joiufen'a 
becoming vacant," fays the archbifliop in Mr. Johnfon's mccikiii.' 
Terfion of the canon, " we enjoin and command you, 
my deareft brethren, im virtue of obedience, that by 
yourfelves, your officials, archdeacons, or beans', ye 
caufe to be xoritten doum the names and nmnbers of 
churches, and rectors, with their names and fimames ; 
fo that a true account may be had of the perfons, and 
the time of their collations, by what title they hold them, 
whether by inftitution or commendam, of what age the 



(') See the Ir^irucHon* to the luantf lunl of tbe dioceTe of Lichfidd 
and Coventry {A.D. hcclvi. — ucclvii.), fede vacanU, — Antuda Mo- 
«aA Burton, p. 370.— (Editor.) ^ , 
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rectors, who are incumbents thereof, in what order; 
whether heneficed in more than one chiurch ; whether 
difpenfed with for plurality ; who are their patrons, and 
what their names ; of what value every church is, ac- 
cording to the Norwich Taxation : — and let the hifliop 
of every diocefe tranlimt injiruments clearly ftating all 
thefe particulars to us in the city of London on the 
octaves of Saint Hilary, 4c. ftc." The object of which 
inqueft, according to Bifhop Kennett, was to prevent 
litigious fuits for the title of benefices ; and it was per- 
formed, he lays, by turns rural, in the character of offi- 
cials of the bifhop. 

On the continent, at a much later date, the like dnty 
of regi^ration of benefices and beneficiaries was impofed 
" on our ecclefiafUc officers by the Decreta of the fynods 
of Saint Omer (^A.D. mdlxxxiii — mdcxl.) — " Habemi 
trtcsnf regijirum omnitan heneficiorum fui dijirictui cum 
curd et Jini curd afcrtptis nomimbus pojfeffbrum et ^i 
hdbUtnt : cumfpecificatione bonorutn, reddituum,jyharvim, 
pratorum, terrwrum, et limitum ae termiaorum, et onerum 
annexorum quotamiU exhibmdum. I^us verd rtgijiri co- 
piam authenticam ad nos mittant in epycopaiui archim 
refervandam." The beneficiaries were obliged to render 
accurate and minute accounts of their benefices, coun- 
terfigned by the local ma^rates, to the beans ; and the 
latter ^aln to the bifhop. To which purport all perfons, 
who were inducted into church-Uvings, took an oath at 
the time of their induction : and, if they did not fulfil 
their pledge within a year, they were liable to be cited 
before the biihop's court and punifhed for peijury ; the 
profits of the benefice being, at the fame time, put 
under fequeftration. 
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Laftly — The tteans rnral of the diocefe of Rouen are ss. k 
charged in the Synodal Mandates of the year mdcxlvii, p™a 
" Utjinguli omnitan capellarumfuorum ttttanatonm tttulos, 
qmlilatem,Jiaium, valorem, el onera, unit cum titularium 
A patronorum nominibui, m tabuUs aceuraii defcribant, 
earumque exempla intra proximam fynodum apud acta 
CoTicdlaria Arciuepifcopalis perferant, out tranfiniUant"kc. 



§3. 

PRDHIBITION OP UNLIGBNBBD MINISTERS. 

The Ittan's duties, let me add, ceafed not with enforcing 
the re^dencc of the duly-inftituted clergy, and regijiering 
them and other officiating rainiders in the pubhc matri- 
cula of the Ireanrg : he was alfo to fupport the prohibitions 
of the church againft unliceryed and vagrant minilters, 
and not to allow them to celebrate within the limits of 
bis authority. 

" I^ aliquia titcanus presbyteros ea^tra diacefim Leo- nujaiir. An^d. 
dienjem ab aUenig quWiifcunque eptfcopis ordinatoi permit- 
tatU in fidi liretanalfbtts ceUbrare, niji per literat nojiras 
eu ojiendermt ij^os Jitper hoc licentiatot, et tunc eos licen- 
tia concejpx terminos excedere non pemattant." f Can.xxil.) 

Again — " Sacetlantts nidlus admittatur," writes the Dfor/LSgntdi 
fynod of Saint Omer (A.D. mdlxxsiii. — mdcxl.), "ni/i it Titiviii.c.ii:; 
nobis probatua ct admijfus, la etiam literas admij/ionis ii '' 
nobis facta tJtamo dijirictus Ulius exhibeat, qui eas vidiffi 
fi, et exttmindffefcripto teftahitur : nee niJi ejt^modi Irtianf 
fcri^o vifo, et profejfione fidei emiff'd, praJumarU paftores 
.mro^e." c,„„.,Coo';le 
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Deent-SvoM. AgMii — " Summo Jiudio odvigUent tsttani xnm\t» ne 
Titv.cT. quis facerdos 4"^. in beneficiitm aliquod parochuUe, feu 
curatum, vel &rercitium cura animarum .... fefe intru- 
dat, ab/que pravio examine, et legitimd approbaHone:"— 
and if any fuch unexamined and unapproved prieit dared 
to intrude himfelf by force, he was to be made over to 
the fecular power. 
B°'^i^™'i9. ^^ *^® clergy allowed any of the reli^ous, within the 
A.D. uDtmi. diocefe of Bruges, to preach, or hear confeffion, without 
firft exhibiting their letters of licence before the local 
brans of QCfirfsifanfts, they incurred a fine of xii libra, for 
every fuch offence. 
chi4..iiii.p.j3. " All vain and wandering priefts,"' writes the namelefs 
author of A Humble Propofalfor Parochial Refommiion by 
Rural Deans and Chapters, " whofe fins made them inca- 
pable of ftaying long in any place, through their great 
ss.ccrom. expences and little deferts," (" utpote apoJlattE, difcur- 
fores, et vagi de aUis provincOi," &c.) " were to be taken 
and examined by the luean, if they came within bis 
llfantB, both concerning their orders, and the reafon of 
their vagrancy, that they might be returned to the 
places of their charge, or depofed according to the 
canons." 
su Bifo Dnrti. Such interference took place on the authority of the 
^.y^capri- council of Colc^e (^.i). Mccc.) ; which ferther adds, that 
.MDCLXI1.J ji^g^g clerical wanderers might be admitted to the per- 
formance of minift«rial functions, on the Stan's being 
latisfied of the authenticity of their letters of orders, 
and their general fitnefs — " tUnc demUm admittaatur tola, 
cilrn m his inventi fuerint idonei &c." (Can. ra.) — But if 
they were foimd, on examination, to be without tejti- 
• monials, from their own bifhop, of being canonically 
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ordained and lawfully difniifled * from their paft cures, 
they were inadmiffible to any chiirch, or duty of the 
priefthood. Whoever ventured to employ any fuch 
perfon, merely *' dicentemfe presbyterum" as a curate or 
chf^lain, incurred the penalty of excommunication ; 
unlefs he again difchaiged him within fix days after 
notice duly ferved upon him by the bian. The (ynoA cciutimag. 
of Conftance (^A.D. mcccclxxxi.), in a canon expreffly ^^''' "' 
directed *' contra presbytO'os fe facientes promoveri abfque 
litteria dimiffbrm" goes yet farther, and fanctions, by 
its authority, the actual imprifonment of fuch daring 
offenders againft church-difcipline. 

At a later date, the council of Augsburg (A,D. MDXLvni.) ss. cc. Tom 
authorifes titmi ratal to cite before them all fuch 
fufpected characters at their ratal cfiaptets, to demand 
the formal exhibition in court of their letters of orders, 
and their title to the ecclefiaftical benefice to which 
they Imd claun; aad then to report thereon to the 
diocefan. 

The collected Statutes of the diocefe of Avranches ss-aniemag. 
(A.D. UDh.), charge the beans — " Ut preabyteros pere-^-iw.' 
grinos ad cdebrandum nuUatenHs admitti Jifiant, tdfi poji S^ 
laj/fiim octo dierum doceant de fids litteris : miniis verd 
ad confejjiones auMendas recipiant. Ufum confeJJionaUum 
nifi ab qffidaras nofiris probatorum minimt admittant, et 
tUentes denuncient. iSi quern Jcivermt irgt^fio titulo ali- 
a^ut beneficU firudibw gaudere, coT^eJihn revelerU, Sec." 



(') See a form of " LUera DimiffbruB conceffa cUrico cupieniife ab 
tutd duectfi in aiiam tranrferre" in Gibfon's Appendix, Cod. I.E. A. 
Tom. II, § III, p. 1443. xiv. ,-. i 
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DeerttaAtiq. Jo the like purpofe fpeaks the fynod of Cambray of 
pp,iio,iii. the fame year, in the canon " De rum kabentibui curam 



§4. 

PROHIBITION OF ILLKOITIIIATB9 UNPROTECTED BT PAPAL DISPBNSATIDK. 

It being contrary to the canon law that the font oj 

clergymen, or iUegitimates, fliould fucceed to ecclefi- 

aftical benefices without the fpecial permifTion of the Tee 

of Rome, or to whom the Pope granted the power of 

Van Efpen difpeufing witH " irregularitas ex defectu nataliiivm" as 

T.x'.^m."' it was denominated by the canonifts— we find the fol- 

''' **'■ lowing precept to litans ntral of the diocefe of Liege in 

the Syjiodal Statutes of that fee QA.D. mcclxxxvii.) — 

H«t«i». Tiuf. " Pracipimua betante ittialftiaK, qudd infuis Irecanatftin 

inqwrant utriim aliqui Jila facerdotttm vel illegitimi tudi 



^^HM/nag. ^ 1 ^ >p],g giQofring mandates appear in Use Rouen Prooinciai Synodt ; 

p. 130. and sre here admitted, as beariiig upon this part of tittnul dnties:— 

II. " Mandata m}ffiartum pro temporibut adomt&* el quadragtfme 
di/juncdm dabuabir ; d sntli)iT««fij|tni feu Immti tutilt* netTwn rtt- 
tore* eccUfiarwn parochiaUum pn/abentar adfmttere quenUibet concM- 
natorem temponbu* quadragefiTFue, T^fi ad Aunc effetAvm Jecumferai 
mandatum parUculm'e, quo confut rationevi viUicatioiua Jaa pro ai- 
veniu, fidi aTckiepi/hopaii reddidit" (Mandata Arch. Salome^. &c. 

MDC XXX Till.) 

IV. " fttt!)fpifSll3Uri feu tututd nxaUti prtmdebunt ne qioM eondo- 
nator qtiodragtjimiB temporibui recipiatur, qui non promijait Jift tii- 
dem per octavos Jacrqfancti Jacramenti, el qffianptionit beatt0iMi 
Maria Firgmii, in htmortm voU regk et conftcraHonit rtgni, veriim 
su pradicatartttn. Laid aidem votU nq/hit per opera earitatu o^- 
m»to.«»r»Vmt" c, ,z,,,CoO<^lc 
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okinent aliqua beneficia tcdejiajiica fint dijpejifalionejedis 
apojiolicee : quoa^ invenerint, nundent patronis beneficio- 
rtan, qudd ipfa beneficia conferani perfoms idoneis, et 
nomina talium Jitperiori fuo Jiib pcend excommumcationis 
remklant." Can. xii. 

This law applied to " illegitimi nati," both laical and 
cttrkal: and, the learned Thomaflin thinks, no diffe- 
rence was made in reference to the latter, whether bom 
in or out of wedlock, as long as they were " infacerdotio 
geniti" Extra. deJUiisprtsbyt. c. xiv. Loop-holes, how- 
ever, there were, by which to efcape this irregularity ' 
" tx defetiu natalitium: "—fee a form of difpenfation "pro 
iiitgitimi nato, utpojit obtinere dignitatem aut benefidtem" 
in Gibfon's Jf^)endix, Tom. ii. p. 1340. § ni. Art. iv. 

In a canon of inftructions to archdeacons and ttians «> 



(') This naial or natalitioiu drfect does not appear to have been so ajnnl ntgil- 
inftumouatable bar to promotion in our own fee, though the inftances ojJJ^^^ 
of fuch irregularUy were numerous. There waa no limit to the papal Epifcop. Sari 
power of difpenfation in adjulling thefe difquaUfications and putting 
■natters to rights ; — as the following anecdote proves, refpecting the elec- 
tion of Bidiaid Bingham to the vacant fee of Sanim, Forty-one canons 
and ptebendaries were prefent at the preUminary meeting, by themfelves 
or proctors ; being authorifed to proceed to the election of one of their 
hody to fill (he vacant epifcopal throne. But of this nnmber, there were 
Ibme, fays the regifter, " qtd non poterttnt eligi, ed quSd non effhd de 
tegiUmo matrimomo, vi/poU lucanutf ejuJ3,em eccUfus, et quidam alii, 
■^iiqui tamen eortim dicebantfi effe munitoMjupfr hoc per iiidulgentiam 
^po/lolicam, vetuti mag. W, de Merlon, arehdiacomu Berkjir. mag. de 
Cfutbbeham, Jiibdecajnu Santm, quorum aterque pTotuiU indulgenUam 
"P^Joiicom, cum tali tamen adjectione: ' Ita tamen quod fi ad epifco- 
patuu vocatuB fiieris, ilium fine licentift oofM Jpeciali uullo modo re- 

apias.' Aia verS coTtfitebantur defectum nattUium fuorum, 

^vUam ptTutiu kabenU$ fuper hoe indulgeiUiam." Thefe indulgences, 
it is noticed, were all of the pontificate nf Gr^ory IX. 



Google 
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rural of the fore-mentioned diocefe of Liege, the atten- 
Uon of thefe officers is particularly directed to a fecond 
irregularity, which incapacitated a clergyman for holding 
a benefice ; namely, where he was the fon of the imme- 
diately preceding incumbent : — " Ntdltu JUiut /acerdotit 
obtintat benefidum" fays the canon referred to, " in quo 
suuinefleei'i pattT fuus immedioti defervixiil" Such a clerk was Ulegi- 
voi...'p.33B.' timatixed by the canon law of Weftern Europe; but not 
cLt rpr^%t in England. Though the rule was entered in our po- 
^?.Y.7!f^'. vincial conftitutions— (fee CC. M. B. ct H. VoL i. p.474. 
I.76.CI.P107 ^^ MCLxxiii.), ftill it is generally held, the bifliop of 
Worcefter fays, that it was never received here; and 
therefore we find no inftructjons to ItianB mral on the 
fubject, in the councils of Great Britain and Ireland'. 
Bq/iardj/, however, without difpenlation, was ^ways a 
jull objection to a prefented clerk. See Thomaffin V. et 
N. E. D. Tom. ii. P. ii. h. i. c. lxxxiv. p. 251. vi. feqq. 



(') There were tvo reaTons for the lav " NeJiUiuJuccedaijmtri:" 
one was, to difcottrege the m&niage of prieAs (fee Confi. Dom. Othon. 
iimotvU) ; the other, that benefices fhonid not become hereditary. (See 
Coj^t Peckham. A. B. Proo. L. i. Tit. viii.) " They are certainly mif- 
taken," faya Mr. Jobnfon, " who fup[>ofe that all the cinldren of cler^- 
men, in times of popery, were tiUgUkmUe, and would have this to be 
the reofoD of the canon. A priell might have childien b^re he enta^ 
into any orders ; that is, while he wu ofiiary, acolyth, or esorcift." Sre 
Mr. Whitaker's Ifyiory <f ManahtJUr, Vol ii. a ii. c. ui. § ». p. 46a 
2tlu« gttgil- In the Iiupufiiio de terrd de ffokmgham per Adam de iTekeflre, 

oSJJunj"" (A.D.uca^y. — inccxxv,), Deconum Sorwm, there are feveral examples 
of priefis and deaoona, fathers and fona, being married and holdii^ 
benefices fucceflively within the diocefe of Salisbury. 



foLlos. 
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aUARDIANSHIP OF THE TBNPORILITISS OF THE CHURCH DURINQ 
VACANCY AND SIQUESTBATION. 

As the legitimate guardians of the church's tengmra- s»e pwi m. 
/iWm in country diftricts, it has been incidentally (hewn, ''' 
in a former part of thefe notes, that luians ratal (there 
called Btcjft{iiestislen() were canonically commiflioned, as 
early as the ninth century, to the confervation of the 
property of the vacasU tituli of their artllftircsbsttiBtcs. 
True indeed it is, that, in the canon referred to, their 
honefty in the office of collecting ecclefiaftical fruits is 
more than queftionable ; — they are charged with the 
appropriation of the produce and revenue of other 
churches to their own ufe ; — an iniquitous breach of 
tnift condemned by the Pavian council {A.D. dccclv.) — 
" ToUenda tji prava omnind conftt&tudo, qua in nonnuilia Tf«mtiiRo.y.it 
locu oriri aqnt : quid, nonnulli artfifprtsbHterf, vd aUorum p.'t.'L.ii.°«.v.' 
^ulorwn (^JlodeSyfruges, vel aliarum eccle/iarum reditus, 
id proprias domos t^ducunt &cJ" — infinuating, with too 
much feeming truth, that fuch abduction looked more 
like robbery, than protection of church property. 

But whatever lack of honeft ftewardfliip our Pavian 
officers may have fhewn in the cafes reprobated by the 
cited council, it was ufual, there and elfewhere, upon the 
tacaru^ of any church, for the SeailS to have the cuftody 
of it ; that is, fays Mr. Somner in fpecial relation to our 
infular church-ufages, " to collect the fruits, and get the ^-tiqititm ef 
cure fupplied, in the name and Head of the archdeacon, p^rp.i/e. 
during the chtirch's widowhood : and to that end the 
lifBn had the church-door key dehvered to him ; which, 
upon his induction of the new incumbent, to put him ^ , 

rKiz=,i.yC.OOgle 
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in polTeilion of the church, he ufed to deliver again to 
him, according to the manner of giving corporal pof- 
feflion, in thofe elder times obferved." 
fwuai^mi- Not only did they gather the fruits of the vacaitt 
2!ml' " ' "' benefice in truft for the future incumbent, but they alfo 
c^^^^dau, took care that the glebe lands were feafonably tilled, and 
gSildiV'^'*' fown to the beft advantage; — (duties now performed by 
v^i^'^m"' churchwardens) — looking for recompence to him in 
whofe behalf they acted as trujiees and guardians oftbe 
benefice, viz. the future incumbent: — " Terra tcei^ 
rum vacantium incuUfE non jactant,fed per becannm lad 
excolantur, ab eo, qui fructus receperit, fumjAibus rejm- 
dendis, vel pro parte Jructutan tradantur aliis excolenda. 
IBetanf, qui circa hoc negligentet extittrvnt, ptmiantvr."— 
To which Worcefter conftitution " De terris deJwvAmm 
incultit" {AD. mccxl.) — the fifty-firft of the fynod of 
Vol. n. p.is8. Exeter (-i.D. mcclxxxvii.) adds, — If the Ifean and fu- 
ture incumbent cannot agree on the point of remune- 
ration, any difpute thereupon fhall be fettled by the 
ordinary. 

In the province of Rouen, it was cuftomary for tlie 
btan of the difirict to accompany the farmer of the 
vacant benefice, and conjointly with him iofpect its 
condition at the commencement of the term of his lay- 
tenancy ; fo that the farmer might be obliged to give it 
up in the fame condition at the expiration of his term :— 
cc.fio/mww, "Cum vacabit aSqua ecclejia," the fynod of Conftance 
sgH^'t^ ' (A.D. McccLxxv.) enacts, " accedant ad locum Irtcanf ctm 
*" "' firmario, et videant in quo Jiatu eccle/tamftt/cipici firmor 
rius, ut ita cequi bono Jiatu injine termini Jid earn dtnoi- 
tere teneatur: " — a very judicious law in cafe of litigated 
right of prefentation, or where a benefice is neceflimlyi 
i»C,OOg\c 
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from any cauJe whatever, long vacant, and liable to 
deterioration &om laical mifmanagement. 

In feme diocefes, heretofore, it was ufual for the 
entire profits of vacant benefices to accrue to the biihops. 
In others, the diocefans had certain referved rights, 
which were managed and accounted for by the local 
ordinaries, the lieans nttal, as cujiodes of the church's 
temporalities during vacancy. 

In the diocefe of Melun iA.D. mcci.) it was decided by e* chart, eccl 
Innocent III. in perfon (during a long-pending contefttdThet^or."^ 
on the appointment of tteans mtal — whether vefted de ^cJfta^ 
jure in the bifhop alone, or in the biihop and archdeacon ^^ woffv. 
— and decided by the Pope in favour of the bifliop,) that '" ™^ 
"per trttanoff mxeXtt fvamrjiu debeat eccle/tarum vacan- 
tium procurari; " — the bifliop receiving two parts of the 
crops, oblations, &c. as }asfuccurfui (fecours) or deportua, 
and the archdeacon one part, during vacancy. 

In the extenfive diocefe of Poictiers, the archdeacons TboxiamD. y. t 
and attfipTtesta were allowed by the fynod of A.D. p. „'i. l.°i!' 
MccLxxx, their portions, entitled quarentcnct, out of the J;"'""-^ 
produce of vaccmt benefices — that w, the fortieth part of qI^'^ 
the income of each ; — the whole of the refidue being ^^ '"■ 
paid to the bifliop, as his deportus '. If they detained 
more than their lawful fliare, even though the fee were 
vacant, they were to refund it within a month: — and 
the fame protection of epifcopal rights extended to the 



(') " Si coiM^erit deportai nqflrotfiu rectorei vel curtUot, ecdefia* CC. Raiomag. 
"d^firmam laicu tradere ; mdlo modo permUtant Uttani dictot laicoije ^^J^"*' "' 
iitromittere de tit qua pertinent aliari, atttjlare juxla Uludpro Ma- S^nad-Canftm- 
timtiina reajnendu,ftd omnia fpiriiualia, qumcumque fiiU, per predty- ^^^^, 
f*Toi idoneoi. It nobit approbaio$, dijhonentttr honefie." ^~> i 
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goods of inteftate beneficiaries : — " Monemut ardudia- 
conos et aii^ifttibsttto%, ut quidquid de proventibus ecclc- 
JioTum et aliorwn benefictorum vacantitim, curam haben- 
tium animarum tamexam, ultra quarentenas Jwu, fide 
tmcantejparceperirU, et aUot qui de prtedictis aliquid kabue- 
rint: necndn omnes illos, qui de bonis facerdotum et cleri- 
corum beneficifUorum intejiatorum aliquid habiterint, fide 
vacante, nobis vel mandato nojiro rejiituant infra mmfim." 
In their capacity of ckurck-guardians, it was committed 
to the Ueans by tiie Liege ftatutes (^A.D. hcclzxxvii.), to 

'I- make inquifition "de ecclejtis defalcatis" — that is, ac- 
cording to Ducange, of churches, the revenues of which 
had been feized on plea of debt. The BranB were to 

■ profecute their inquiries, and report to the bifhop, "Qudd 
ecde/iajunt defalcat^E, et per quos et in qu^ua: et not 
omnes defalcationes ecclefiarum miniis legitime facias revo- 
camus, et pr<rcipimus Jub posnd excommunicationis omnibus 
qui bona ecclejiarum habera per defalcationem miniis legi- 
timifactam, qudd ea ecclejiis h quibus funt defalcata reji- 
tuant &c. &c." 

The perfons and goods of clergymen being exempt 
from feizure "per Idicalem jujiitiam" within the diocefe 
of Arras, the tteans were authorifed, by a conftitution of 
that fee {A.J}. mcccclv.), to interfere for their immediate 
liberation and restitution, on pain of excommunication. 
Nay more — if the freedom of an arrefied clerk, whether 
for debt or other civil offence, was not immediately 
ceded to the titan ntial on application, the councU of 
Compeigne enacted {A.D. mcci.), that divine ferrice 
fhould be fufpended in the parifli of his capture, or 
prefent detention, and continue fo fufpended, until fuch 
time as he was reftored to full liberty, at the place where 
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he was firft illegally wrefted. Again — by the council of 
De Senlis (A,D. mcccxvii.) it was decreed, that if any 
temporal lords, or their fervants, violated the church's 
property by fpoliation, or unjuft occupation, their man- 
HoDS fhould be excluded from the church's protection, 
and the occupiers deprived of all fpiritual miniftrations, 
till fiill atonement was made: — to which things, the 
fieans, as defenders of ecclefiaftical privileges and pro- 
perty, within their jurifdictions, were bound to attend by 
the general refponllbility attached to their office and 
ftatioa. 

In England, the benefices of the clergy being liable to 
fequejiratum, on other occaflons than vacancy, one of 
the moft frequent caufes of this procedure being en~ 
forced agmuft a beneficiary was, and is, infolvency. 

It was not uncommon, of old, for the mandate iflued 
&om the epifcopal court, upon the king's writ to fatisfy 
the debts of an incumbent, to be configned for execu- 
tion to the bean mtal ; — there being, till the middle of • 
the fourteenth century, no lay-guardians, or church- 
wardens, eftabliflied among us, to fulfil that duty. — 
Thus, White Kennett relates, that the rector of Am- i\>rocJUaJ am- 
brofden (^A.D. Mcccxvn.) being indebted to Peter Cofin, Jlsa^'E^gjf*. 
merchant, io the fum of fifty-feven pounds, and, upon wgbjfiw. 
profecution at law, being found to have no temporals to 
fatisfy the laid debt, a precept was directed to the biihop 
of Lincoln to Jequ&Jier his benefice on default of pay- 
ment. The bifliop directed his orders to the official of 
fte archdeacon of Oxford, and the official to the vaxA 
tttan of Burcefl^r, to execute the l^d precept. 

Indeed, it appears, that the whole of the minifterial 
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department oifiqucftrcdion S — whether, during the raco- 
tion of a benefice, for the fupply of the cure, the ma- 
nagement of the profits, and fuftentation of the church 
buildings, — or, during incumbency, for enforcing neetf 
farif repairs, (in cafe of non-compliance, on the part of 
the beneficiary, after due admonition to amend defects) 
— or, pendente Ute, in inftances of difputed title, — or for 
neglect of/erving the cure after inftitution and induction, 
— or for debit, or any other caufe, — was conligned of 
old to litATis ratal in 'England. Nor does it appear that 
the Belgian ecclefiaflics of the fame name and title were 
lefs concerned with the /equejiratton of benefices at a 
later period. 
Oit^r^ '^^^ fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdlxxvii.), touching upon 
Tu, VII. cp. II. fome of the fpecified reafons of fequeftration, decrees : — 
" Si defunctortan adificta non inveniantur in debits repa- 
ratione confervata, aut defundi dece^rint muUo tcre aUeno 
gravati, curare debent becanf, ut tnobilia reiicta Jiailm 
fequejirentvr ; mhibendo per edictum pubUcwn i/uggefiu, 
et, Ji necejft fuent, cum affijlentid brachii Jactdaris, ne 
qui debitores quidquam Jblvant lueredibus d^unctorum 
abfque cau/k cognitione et noftro confenfu ; ut hdc vid 
tiim adifida reJiaweTitw, him etiam creditoribut defunc- 
torum abfque difficuUate poffitjatisfieri." 
staMa sunM Again — " Si bene^ficia poffidentea fuorum ben^donim 
pp.96, stT' onera perfohere negl&rertnt," lays the fynod of Toumay 
(A.D. MDLXXiv.), "Jructus omnet benejiciorum hfftifino^ 



mt-VblttAa, (■) "9cEBnw infito de cetero bttBXixtn fit fme quAvi* i»ju/id/eatid 
y^t^T. fequeftratot.^." £r wjl^tt. W.WickwaneEbor. 
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per bccanttm arrejientur, donk de pnedictorum onerum 
perjolutione cunjiittrit." 

" Bona ttiam ecclefiarum,/eu benejiciorunt per mortem 
vel re/tgnationem aut alihs vacantium, fed et litigiofortan, 
ac aliorum quorum pojfeffbrea re/identiam non fadtrnt, 
exceptis privilegiatis, qui deprivilegio tempore debitojidem 
habere tenentur, imd eorum quce rectores ob excommunka- 
tionis fenlentiam, oel commijfum delictum adminijirare non 
pojjunt, omniumque p'esbyterorum illegitimorwn et aliorum 
ab intejiato decedentitan,Jimili arrejio fubjxcimus, towanf* 
nojiris ferid tttjungentes, quaienHa nomine nojiro hiffit/modi 
benejiciis, de jructihus eorundem, in divinh laudtUtilitir 
dtfervirefaciant, nee priUs manum ab arrejio levent, qudm 
fciverint ^c. . . . quempiam idem beneficium pacijici poji- 
dere, ^c." 

And, that the Ireans might be remunerated for the stat. Ypm/. 
labours " quo$ eccle^ee, paftoribus, et dombus eorum "*'' '" 
mortuariit area preemiffa impendunt" it is farther enacted 
by the fynod of Ypres (AD. mdlxxvii.), that they (hall 
receive, according to ancient ufage, " ii domo mortuarid 
a^ufque paftoris optimum inter relicta mohilia pignut " — 
a cultom botii juft and reafonahle in the eftimation of 
the fynod, and therefore renewed aaA confirmed, both 
by it and by the fubfequent one of mdcix. — "Btcanf Titxyiii.c.i. 
enim" fays the Mter, " et viventibua et morientibus ontnt- 
biu pajioribus ex <£quo invigtlant" 

To enable beans tnral readily, and without molefta- 
tion, to iiilfil the office of fequejiraiors of church pro- 
perty, for whatfoever caufe alienated pro tempore, and 
to convert it to the objects of the fequejiration, the 
following wary canon pafled the church of Offory in 

*akII.p.3W. 
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prohibemus, ne aliquis rector, vicarius, procurator eorum, 
nec^rmarius ecclejiarum decimasjeufnictus eccJeJiafttcos 
extra folum ecclejia in Icacum feodum coUigere, deponere, 
Ji folum kabent ecclejiajiicum, nee collect, in groffo ven- 
dere, quominus loc( ortfnatit pojfint Jructus fi0cientei 
invenire fequeJirandos,J% neceffe fuerit, pro Jujientatione 
de/ervientium in iifdetn in obfequiis ditmis, et omnibus eis 
incumbentibus indi leoand. transferre preefumat qaov^- 
modo, fub pcend excommunicationis vufforis Sec." 

With the regulation of fequejiratums, and other nut- 
ters connected with vacant benefices, in the iflands of 
Jerfey and Guemfey, tutal tieana have ftill much con- 
cernment. The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth cfuaons 
F^**"^ of the ConJlUutions Ecclefiajiical thus fpeak : — " En cat 
ApfB«tix,so.i. de vacance d'aitcun benefice, foit par mart ou autrement, 

pp. 207, SOS. U >J f 

le liogen donnera ordre prefentement que Us Jrutts d'icduy 
binifice/oint sequejirh, et que du promnu Siceux la cure 

Joitfupplie; et auffy que la vtuve ou hhiti&rs du deffiaict 
regoivent felon la proportion du temps de /on fervice, 

fuivant it I'ufage de Vijle, fauf ce qui feroit necefaire H 
deduire pour les delapidatiom, s'H y en a; et donnera 
terme convcnable d, la veuve du d^unct defepourvoir dc 
domicile; et baillera ce qui fera de reftdu au procHam 
incumbant, auquel le seque/lrataire en rendra compte." 
(25th.) — " 8ur la me/me occafion de Dacatice tfaucun 
bhiifice, Ji dans fit mois le gouvemeur ne prefente aucun 
au reverend pire en Dieu I'Soefque de Wincheftre, o» 
en COS de vacance de cejUge, au tris-reverend pire en 
Dieu Varchhefque de Canterbury, pour ejire adnds ct 
in^itue audit benefice, alors le ttogen ceriifiera du tempi de 
la vacaswe aux ditsjeigneurs evefquc ou archeve/que,Jeloa 
qu'il e/ckerra, it ce qu'Hs ordonnent pour la coliatim da 



S. V. C. VII. § 5.] SbajfntMm of Id (Sings.— jxqvcAntioii, ^'- ^^^ 

benefice : et lors qu' aucun lew /era prefente, le ftogen 
donnera attejiation du comport et Juffyance de la partie, 
pour ejlre approve par iceux, devant que d!ejire admis 
actuellement par le Bogen en pofftjfion du dU benefice." 
In the commiflion of the tjtan of Guernfey the fame 
powers are conveyed. See " the CommJJion of the prefent 
IBtan" in Berry's Guernfa/, p. 263. 

But with fequejlrations, here in England, mral attft- 
{idests have do longer any thing to do. " The canon 
lawyers," lays Bifhop White Kennett, "toon deprived 
the tounttg treanii of this as well as all other parts of 
jurifdiction. For the chancellors of the bifhop, or the Parajibj Jnu- 
archdeacons, Iwd claim to the cuftody of tjoconf churches, p^aJS' 
and, by forms oi fequeJiraHon, afligned them over to the 
teconomi, or lay^uardians of the church." And yet it 
were much to be wiflied, for the good of the church, that, 
on all fuch occafions, the tutal lltan of the diftrict, aided 
by a neighbouring incumbent, were reftored to his an- 
cient capacity of infpecting and managing, as a truftee, 
the profits of &fegue/iered benefice, and of fupplying or 
providing for the cure; and thereby "the damage as o,d<xi.E.A. 
well as uneajinefi too often occafioned to the clergy by xTxi't/nqhii. 
the neglect, unfaithfblnefe, or obftinacy of church- ^ 
wardens " (in Gibfon's words) were remedied. 

The Convocation of mdccx. would have fo reftored him. cc.m.b. ,ib. 
It was propofed as meet for confideration, "whether 
tnial tftam fhouldnot be firft nominated 'vafequejlraiions, 
and in all other commiinons to be ifliied fi'om the biihop 
or ecclefiaftical court relating to any perfons or matters 
within their refpective diftricts." The fuggeftion, unfor- 
tunately, was never brought to bear on the office : the 
whole meafure turned out abortive. 

DiQitized^yGOOgle 
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CARS OF ECCLEBIASTICAL EDIFICES — CHURCH — UANBE CHUBCH-TAHD 

^~CHURCH-UTBNS1LS, GOODS, AND OKNAMENTB SACRAMXNTS AND 

SACHAUENTAL8. 

One of the moft ufefiil branches of office belon^ng to 
the trtan of UTtiifstfanttg — though not of equal antiquity 
with fome abready Itated in relation to perfons — is that 
pertaining to the care and examination of the material 
fabric of the church arid eccte^q/iical bmldings generally, 
in order to their being properly fupported by the par- 
ties liable to their fuftentation ;' — of which much has 
been abready I^d in Part iv. § n. pp. 164 — 199., and ^ v. 
pp. 299—301. 
Fi!£^ **"**" '^^^ perfonal viJitaHon of thefe ftructures attaches 
cAa^pjniy primarily to the epifcopal office'. But, as a minute 
^la. infpection of them and their contents is not only labo- 

rious, but almoii impracticable to the diocefan of an 
extenflve diocefe in per/on, it is more ufual, and generally 
more advilable, to delegate the duty to others — to arch- 
deacons and ratal lutans. To the former however, it 
mufi be allowed, the bufinefs of parochial vi/ttatton in 
detail is often nearly as difficult as to the bilhop: 
whence it has come to pafs, that, by devolution, in fome 
diocefes (in many, archdeacons do vi/it parochiaUy), it 



( ' ) Conridering how greatly the djfcipline of the diarch ia defeated by 
exempHotu from epifcopal Tifitalion and jnrifdiction generally; and 
what iTT^olaiitieB are committed in places protected by (hem (of which 
a glaring example is effi)rded, I regret to fay, in my own htntrs, and 
noticed in Part iv. § ii. p. 200, note ') ; it wonld be well for the church, 
if the law projected by the Jkformatio Legum EcclefU^Hcamm were tc 
he ratified and pnt in execution. The tide is, " Prwiltgia toeorum 
exenvptorvmmodertaida;" and the fngg<efled remedy is this; — "QuotuAm 

libertatea 
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has &llen to the "Btam ; who are fo diitributed through 
the archdeaconries, as to be able to perform the duty, 
vicarioufiy for their fuperiors, ■ with the heft poflible 
effect, and the leaft poflible trouble '. 



Hbertatea et intmnnitates ecclefiafticas ' ticenUoJam videmui Japmumerd 
t^erre ptceandi fecuriiaiem ; voluima, vt epifco[»s Uceat in omnia cot- 
legia,Jocieleie*, et etetut, qua quidem in eonita tStecefibut cotffiilermt, 
qutrntamcunqut privilegiia pramuTtianiur, mjpectare, panajipte ptccatU 
iHoTUm <^gnare, mm Jolian conanuTubus viftlaiionum, fed omnibui 
aiii» temporHna, c&m magjtitudo criminum jx^hdabil, el eandem archi- 
epifcopos inJudpromncidpoUjiaUm habebit" 

With regaid to die paiticolar cafe alluded to within the btmts of 
Chalke, I am happy to fay, fince the note above referred to was written, 
that a ntrate bos been appointed by the RomaD-Catholic patron and 
ordinary of the place, at die earned follcitation of the rural btan, (by 
whom it had been fo^gefted to the patron that the Conrt of King's 
Bench would be moved to ilTne a mandamui, and compel the appoint- 
ment,) and the parifh chnrch has been re-opened (dbo oratias !) for 
divine fervice. 

(') "Die Refarmalio Legvm Ecclef. continues the vifitational capacity d^ Eo^/U tt 
of archdeacons, and malcea arttiptnAfittrf rural acconntoble to them in *"'/'™ 9«i 
refpect of tUlt^dations &c. " Archidiacomu amdtjiagulu bit, out ad 
mimmumjimil arehidxacmatitm fitum perli^ftrabit. flrtfli)>it|tb]iltnM, 
H ij^erioret rdvpio* min^lros omne* non Jbtiim JiMnan admonebU ij^ 

riorum, 



* To (hew that but McIsfUftical-Uw refnrmen did not orirrste the iviU of 
MWHpMso, I fubjoin an extract from Biifaop 6eth Ward't fUtitla of the diocefe gtoliliu Srt^l 
or Sunm, touchinff the place above alluded to — " Loeta eft famnfui propter SpIlnplCa- 
MoMmonia vlandefiina ^t. in eontwntliam tccUfia, etfaniliarum ruinotn.'" and """■ ™*" 
I add Id oorroboration, that the oldeft pariah regifter helonging to thii unfor- 
tnnate place (from xdcliv. to MDcr-vm.— and from hdci.xxxvi. to mtccii-iv.) Hoare'iffi/i. ^ 
wu offered for fale in an adjoining market-town in mdcccxix, and in nov in 'f'U'Mre, 
th« pofbffioD (fortunately) of Sir R. C. Hoarv of Stourhead. " III an thisrepfter ^""-""^V- «*■ 
hu been kept," fayi the hlftoriau, " it ii much fuperior to the other (com- 
mendng xdccli.), than which nothing can be more dirgraceful to the curates 
of thia parUh." ^~> i 

D,;„z.d,4.,OOgle 



322 VtnUHut ifviuifaM. [Pa» IV. 

Many and exprefe are the canons entnifiing thefe 
delegate powers to trtanst tutal. Some have been already 
incidentally cited under vi/itational duties; and others 
will be found in the SppnUlfx of Documents. A few are 
here fubjoined. The Meath ConJiUutions of Simon 
CCM.B.IIH. Rochfort (AD. mccxvi.) enact, " iv. . . . Ut aicfitawsbs- 

Vol I, p 547. V ^ ' * 

ttt( quotannls, et fffpOU, fi oput fuerit, perfonaltidr zifi- 
ttnt Jiatum et conditionem omnium ecclefiarum infra Jiioi 
ttttanalas; et^ qud ecclejia reparoHone indigeat, hortaUw 

gregem dominicum ad earum reparation&m &c 

videant etiam an donrna p(iftontm et capellanorum^ntjarta 
tect<s Sic." 
ojj^ioj^fcr- " Cum Jit confonumjuri" fays OUver Sutton, bifliop of 
*.app«nW):. Lincoln {A.D. mccxcii.), in a monition addrefled to the 
Irean tuial of Hoyland in that diocefe, " tU parodaam 
locoruni, ad reparattonem feu conjlructionem ecclefianm, 
nolentes contribuere,fuA Jponte, ad id per een/uram eccle- 
Jiajlicam, ratione pr(Evid, conqxllantur ; vobis frmiiir 
ityungendo mandamus, qucUenus parochianos etxle/ia de 
Malton ad refectionemfeu conjiructionem canipanilis ecclejia 
^jttfdem, faciatia contribuere, prout decet : contradicentes el 
rebelles cenfurd ktffufmodi canonici ccmpellentei," 

Thefynod of Conftance in Normandy (.^ZJ.mccclxxv.) 
admoniflies all beneficiaries to have their boufes and 
dwellings repaired, on pain of fequeftration — and the 
fttans to vifit and report to the fynod : — " Omnea eccie- 



ciorum,fidrafionem etiam ab eit repeUt, et de templarum ac ttdi/Saonm 
rutnu, et de ihtfauri pauperum dijiributione, et de bonorvm tadefit ul 
acetone vel dec^ffUtat. Quod aulemjioe in hit rehvM.ftn m iiiit ipK 
ad «nl)i|^t06sleti exptorationrm r^eruntur peocatum erit, ptr eenfrrat 
tcck/iafHcat carrigetur." ^-^ i ^ 
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Jiii/iktE perfona beneJUia obtincntet, domoa et habitationes ss. soiomag. 

Jiiorum benefidorum /ectmdtan eorum facultatea f octant ^i^i' 
reparari, fvb pcend fequeJlrationU fuorum benejiciortan. <f^Mccci.zsv. 
Et qudd ireiiinf guilibet in fuo bttanata d^at domot vifi- 
Unt, et nobit rtferant injrafynodum." 

Our cardinal-bifhop of Sarum (Campe^o) fpecially FiffUeaba lu. 
directs the attention of "Otam mral to the feme points of "*" ^' 
reftoring and fuflaining (Jturch-Aot^e», fubject to the feme 
penalties, on the part of the beneficiaries, for non-com- 
pliance. The injunction appears in his " Conjiitutio ad 
removendos abt^us" (^.i>. mdxxiv.) Nor are the fynoda J^^^„ 
of Malines, about the fame date, backward in inculcatint; til x>xiv. 
the like infpectionary duties, with even itronger threats 
on paft and future neglect. 

The fynod of Cambray (^A.D. mdl.) charges the Ireans ^g'^ 
to fee to the due reparation and fultentation of all cmt^ac^, 
church edifices; and enacts, that, if it fliould happen, »!(■<« sywd. 
that "Propter negUgerOiam bttiinontni (S&rfsifanftBlftt, qui ndlixi.).pp' 
ea» tenentur vijitare, domos curatorum et capellanorum 
pejorari, tfUEjii, ob quorum defectum hoc accidet, et eorum 
beneficia teneantw dictas domos relevare, vel reparari fa- 
cere, fui$ propriisjumptibus et expenfit" 

" Ubl domm paftoralis eji," fays the fynod of Saint ^^^^^ 
Omer (^.Z>. mdlxxxiii.), " non Hceat pajiori Jine exprejfo '''"■^^[J; 
confenfu noftro, aliam inhabitare: earn autem domum debite p-'"'. {■^■O- 

J ^ •! -J ' , , , HDLXIIIll. 

ab i^o reparari et Jartam tectam confervari pradpimua, «"«i'-.) 
rtifi reparationea iltius ab aliis fieri debere cerld con/iet, 
Atque in hoc advigilabunt feduld Kecanf aliique vijitatores, 
ne, quod contigijfe alicubi deprehendimus, paulatm per 
incuriam pti/iorum domus ille£ deteriorentur, irmnd cor- f^^p^**° 
ruant, mm magtto interdum fiaxefforum prc^udtdo. Si Jl^,™^,^^ 
guos neelieentes deprehenderint, nobis denwUit^unt, uT^ , 

,2 .,, Google 
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nos ij>fi eorum fumptibus earn reparaivmem Jieri curemut, 
et pro prateritd negUgentid ptmiamits." 
DtertiaSmodi The fyDod of TouiTiay (-^.-D. mdlxxiv.), " De letanfe 
p. 5fl. ' (!Ci)rf»t(an(tHt(« et eorum offiao," cap. xii. orders, " Si 
domos, aliaque ad ecclefias fpectofUia adifieia, rectoret 
coUabi permiferint, per tiicanoa de bonis arrejiatu kujuf- 
modi adiJicM reparmtur, altoquin ob commijfam negUgen- 
tiam propriis eorum expenjk ^ i^umfiai :" and further 
inftxucts' the Btans of eCftriatfanfts in the proper method 
of raifing funds for refloring the churches of their itan- 
lies, in cafe the fame have actually become dilapidated— 
the tithe-holder being bound to rebuild the choir at his 
own coil, and the pariihioners at large (by a collection 
capUatlm) the nave. Cap. xiii. 

The council of Milan {A.D. mdlxxix.) capacitates foia- 
ss. cc. Tbhi. ntons bitars, or trtans, to inquire — " Quijingulartim ecck- 

IXI.ml.*62, „ . . ,. ?. „ . c • fi 

Jiarum, pneferttm paroeiaaliwn Jtaius, an Ji qua injim- 
raiionem dejiderant ; an dehito cultujraudantur, &c." 
Decrtia ii sui- ■ Thc fyuod of Malines {A.D. mdcvii.) authorifes the 
Mn^UpJea. triBRK to order immediate repairs, at their annual vt/itO' 
tiona : and bids them denounce difobedient beneficiaries 
to the dioceian, or his vicar-general. 
^^™t The fynod of Ypres {A.D. mdoix.) enacts, *' Pajiores de 

luxx-cjuviii. r^iorandis et refictrndis Jitis domibus pqfloralibiu maxiim 
Jint foUidti : referantque ad nos beianf in/uit vijitaiionir 
but, qm ed in re negligentes aut inobedientes fuerint." 

CC.Aoftww. (') In cafe of new diapels being erected in their btmrirtf, the br(- 

'"'^ ' fUtijfitxi nnsl were under an obligadon, in the diocefe of Rooen 
(A.D. UDCxxsTiii.), to exhibit the contracts of endowment and founda- 
tion, in order that copie» mig^ht be depofited in the office of the arch- 
bilhop'a fecrelaiy, and the originaU preferred among the ari^va of the 
diocele. 
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That of Bois-le-duc (A.D. hdcxii.) bids the ancj&prtests sutsmiod. 
of the diocefe mquire, at their vifitatioru, " Utr^m eccle- •»?■ v- ?■ as- 
^^ reparatione egeant, et aemeUria bmi occlt^a^nt." 

Religion beiDg deeply interefted in the pr^ervation 
sad decent condition of eccUjiaJiiccU edijlcea — fuch eflential 
aids to its outward manifeltation in the world — ^fuch 
allectives to divine worlhip, and fo indifpenfable to paro- 
chial incumbency — no wonder, the moji recent inftruc- 
tions to Ueans mtiil in Endand and Ireland, as well as ^ stpimiwiB* 

■ .1 rt • . - ■ 11 - T 1 I. . > • .... Siwimtonliaso- 

the rm>ji anctent, invariably include alt church-bimdtngt bmaMfluntnt*. 
as objects of annual, or occafional, vifitation and exami- 
nation— equally thofe' confecrated to the fervice of God, 
and thofe dedicated to the inhabitancy of his miniller. 
Nor are the cemeteries of the dead overlooked, either in 
our infular documents, or in thofe of continental churches. 

The irtans are to take care that the churckyards are 
well and fufficiently muntained with walls, pales, or 
hedges, and that they are kept in a decent and befitting 
manner, neither defecrated by cattle, nor violated by 
other profane intrufion. The fame ftnct injunctions 
apply, in a higher degree, to churches. 

By the fynod of Arras (^2>. mcccclv.) the Seans are cwj/i sgnacbo. 
bade to allow no tavern- keeping nor wine-jelling in church- ^^Mt^ 
houfes, on pain of excommunication, and a fine of ten 
pounds : — " Ne in dormbita eccle^anan tahcmaa vel vinum 
venale teneant; fub peend excommunicationisy et decent 
libraritm Parifim/ium : " and by an inhibition of Bifliop oo^ion-. /v- 
Dalberby of Lincoln (^A.D. mcccix. — mcccxiv.), they are p-sas- 
charged to forbid all Judicial proceedings, fair-holding, 
marketing, &c. within the churches of that diocefe. 
Specially, alfo, does Oliver Sutton enjoin the Sean of 
Hoyland, by name, {^A.D. mccxcii.) to forbid the laity 
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collecting their rents in fuch holy places. See Uncoln 

Documents, Hfftritiix, N". v. and vi.- But to return to 

churcl^ardt. 

onKbtoD* Ar- The litans inral of the latter extenflve diocefe had 
their attention particularly directed to the profanation 
of churchwards in the latter end of the thirteenth and 
beginning of the fourteenth centuries, by the feme 
bifliops — Sutton and Dalberby. Several mandaies to 
'■ '" that effect, from Oughton's Formulary, are tranfcribed 

into my Sp|ientrfx of Injiruments. Of which, one is 

jtopmfcir.ijn. addreffed to the fore-named trean of Hoyland {A.D. 

No. I. ' Hccxci.)> itating, that many abufed, requiring immediate 

reformation, had come to Bifliop Oliver's ears during his 
laft viiitation of that beante ; among which, in particnlBr, 
the tiolalym of parochial cemetertM by the rectors', vicais', 
or other cattle, is noticed — " Oaneteria ecclefiarum paro- 
chiaUwn,per pecora rectorum &c. turpitir maculari; ^ 
per defectum clat^urte, fxtt per quonmdam negligentiam, 
ftc. &c" And Uie mandate, in conclufion, bids the luu 
inflict condign canonical pimiflunent for all fuch tref- 
pafTes and infringements of the immunity of facred places. 
p. <n. — A fecond mandate, addrefled to the titEH of CT^fstfanllE 

"^TomImm*, of Lincoln (^A.D. hccxciv.), complains of the like profit- 
nation " tUm per pecora, dim per ^ecta et Q^jfo d donu- 
bus circumhidiitantium ;" and bids Ihat officer, " ^uui /kt 
muratioTtem, quid per aliam elatt/itratn decentem" to pro- 
vide a fuitable and inunediate remedy. — See more in the 
^pprnbfi. 

%],^°p^' Upon the lame fubject, the fynods of the province of 

Si^LMoo. ^0"^" legiflate in plain and pofitive terms; and fo aU) 
thofe of Belgium. But it Is unneceflary to multiply 
quotations. Let it fuffice, that to other olgects (tf kf tanal 
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fuperviflon, the fynods referred to^ almoft ererywhere, 
add the cemeteries of the faithfiil — "that the vstdls of 
churd^ards be of a proper height, or, at leaft, that the 
quickfet hedges {hayea de vive plante) be of fufficient 
llrength and altitude to prevent the intruflon of cattle 
within the confecrated limits." See alfo Synod. Bu/ho- 

duC. Tit. XXII. C. TI. AM. MDCXII. 

The modem InfirutAions to lireiin* niial Ihould always 
include the fencing and due keeping of churchyards. 
There ia too much caufe for directing attention to their 
condition. In many diocefes, the writer regrets to 
obferve, the cemeteries of the dead do not receive the 
refpectful protection they are entitled to from the living. 
In country villages they are too often careleflly or wil- 
fully profaned by the incumbent's or by alien cattle. 
The paltry confideration of the furface-paiturage feems 
to extinguifh thofe higher and better feelings, which the 
laft refting-place of the rural peaiantry — the Koifo^iov, 
wherein " the rude forefathers of the hamlet fleep," 
Ihould excite : — feelings which Ihould lead to a decent 
confervation at leaft, if not adornment, of the fleld of 
bwiaL 

The incumbent, let his rights be what they may over 
the fward, Ihould not exact them by profanation of the 
foil. The churchwardens fhould not wink at fuch unbe- 
coming unholy practices by mercenary tenants. The 
ratal titan, who authoritatively vifits " in order to reform jomnTTa^or-i 
what is amifs," Ihould not forget, that " a cemetery" iMi'~»^i,^ 
is " holy ground," " a place of reJigion," " a field of God f.tn.' ^"'^ "'' 
fown with the feeds of the refurrection," and confe- 
quently that it oiaght not to be defecrated to the profane 
iifes of ordinary pafture-land. On the contrary, be 
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Ihould point out to the clei^, or others, whom it may 

Seeker'! j^ytA coDcem, in the ftrong language of Archbifhop Seeker, 

chargt, ^ 183. „ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ kecpuig the churctyords neat and decent, 

not turning in cattle to defile them and trample down 

the graveftones, and make confecrated ground fuch as 

they would not fufifer courts before their own doors to 

be ; but taking the profits of the herbage in fuch manner, 

as may rather add beauty to the place." See Archdeacon 

Goddard's Charge, hdcccxxvii. pp. 32, feqq. 

suu. **"* The fynod of Saint Omer (A.D. MDLXxim.) makes it 

v-ii- a pfut of tlie office of the trrans of (Sfirfstfanfte to blefs nem 

belli ' — " novas campanaa benedicere : " — " qud in Jioic- 

tione" the canon fubjoins, "caveant patrmos a^ matrmas 

qui nontina campanis imponant invitare, aut permitter6,fed 

id tantum/aciant quod in manuali prajcribitw." 

DnrtiaDiac^. The duty of confccrating new beUt is alfo impofed on 

T^^t.. 1^""' artiiptftBtS in the diocefe of Ghent {AD. mdcl.), and 

^cc!k.p.fAiii. o^ Seez (A.D. hdclxxxv). In that of Ypres {J.T>. 

sutuiasipud. MDLxxvii.) they have the &me fervice to perform in 

Dkee, Tprenfi t •/ i 

nuviLcvi. regard to bdU; and, in addition, they have to reamale 
Di^.S^t»/. churcfyards, which had been, by epifcopal declaration, 



(') llua eiceedingly abfurd ceremony b fitid I^ Brand to have been 
firft pr&ctifed by Pope John XUJ. {A.D. i>ccgclxviii.)> The Romanftn- 
tificale prefents na with the ritual far iL It hsd not ceafed. It leema, to 
excite attention in the French Court at the clofe of the l&fl century. It 
is ftid in a Journal of the day (SepL S3, udcclxxxii.) : " The lonn of 
eccleGaftical folemnidea are running in crowds to the drnrch of St Sol- 
pidoB, to fee the ceremony of chrifiening the luto beiU of that parini. 
llie godfatAeri and godmot/urt of the firft are the King and Queen, 
who have fent thnr proxies ; of the fecond, MonPienr and Hadante is 
perfon ; &.c &c." 
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caanpanas benetUcere, coBmeteria poji declarationem tt nobis 
factam, qtidd profanata funt reconciltare, &c." — and to 
fufpend uncotifecraied altars and cemeteries'. 

By the council of Augsburg (AD. MnxLvin.) the titans ihomMn.y.ti 

• K. 1 11 1 - ,JV. JS-ZJ. Tom, I. 

of tge cttttntig are chained to take care that no images be p. »8. 
erected for the adoration of the faithiiil, unlefs firft 
approved of by the bifhop or his vicar-general ; and they 
are to fearch out all heretical books, or fuch as are juMy 
ftf/pected of favouring kertfy, and to prefent them to the 
bifhop. 

By the fynod of Ypres {A.D. mdcxxix.) neither images, si<u. «m«j. 
feats, epitaphs, nor mfiriptions are to be erected within cip.uT. 
any of the tutal tiranrfcs of that diocefe, without the 
fpecial approval of the titan of GCiirfetfanftD. Nor are any D«rrt.j>«<t 

. . . , 11. 1 Dime. Antvtrp. 

reprefentations of new and unwonted objects to bepaw. 
depicted for future erection, in any church, without their 
prototypes having been firft exhibited to the titan of 
f&btistianitB ; — whofe criterion of approbation and admif- 
flon (according to the fynod of Antwerp, A.D. mdcx.) 
is to be derived from the canons of Molanus defacris 
imaginibtis. And, farther, it is decreed by the iame 
fynod, that all irreparably mutilated and decayed images 
are to be removed from the people's gaze, by the aitj^ p-s^o. 



( ' ) We have occafionaU; noticed, in earlier pages of our titolUctxnca, ^*nv^* £•/< ^ 
points of reTembUnce in the tKunrpiacepal and tttsnal functions. Othere ^,^ •^' 
may be here pmnted out; in which the bilhops tn piaHbw ii^dtlium, ttDwainl,f.U. 
as tbey obtained in En^and before tbe Reformation, refembled the 
linns nucsl of the oppolite continent. The prelates in qoeflion bl^i^ 
aJtan, ehaiieet, ve/bneTtU, &q. Tliey baptized, blejfed, and cor^ecrated 
belU, Tbey Jii^}ended profane and umxm/icrated placet, and reconciled 
polluted ckurchei and churiAyardt. They granted indulgence* for a 
few days, &c. Ac. AU which offices were exercifed by biaM tunl. 
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ftlt%tti of t!l( coonttf. See alfo CC. Rotomag. Prmmc. 
P. II. p. 456. 

The internal decenof of the edifice in which the public 

offices of religion are performed, in point of repairt, 

See pracipta cleonlm^a, and all accommodationB of books, veffeU, vtjl- 

«))iKnbir,p.i. merUs, and other things required for divine worflnp, was 

'' * a part of the btBR ratsl's tmft in France as &r back as 

the days of Hincmar, and ftill remains fo there and in 

Great Britain, by confignment of the diocefan ; who 

cannot, as we have already faid, perform thefe' minute 

inveftigations, either perfonaUy, or by his archdeacon, 

fo conveniently and efifectually as by his local official 

reprefentative, the btan rsral. 

cc.M.B.ttH. The Meath canons of de Rochfort {A.D. uccxn.) 

" ' ^' command the then newly-inftituted art|i{itints to retnm 

a faithful account to the epifcopal fynod, " Dt Jiatu ti 

conditions Ubrorwn, naforum, ve^anentorum, et aUorun 

omamentorum et ft^llecHlium in eccle/iia infra^fitot tuti' 

natax, u( de iia refidendis, guoHis expeditjjiatuatttr." 

The council of Col<^e {A.D. mcccx.) invefts tttam and 

plrtians with a power of examining the necef&ry booii 

andjitrniture of their fubject churches — of ordering facb 

articles as are wanting, to be fupplied within a month, 

after admonition given — and of proceeding, even to 

excommunication, againft refractory and difobedient 

ssccTem. church-recves and parilhionera : — " Can. xvn. awanl 

aJ^'aa^is ^^ ** jlebanf eaaminent Ubroa et orrutmenta neceffaria d 

^^J^")"^ ditma cultum in ecclefiis ^biji^ectis : et ubi neceffefuerU, 

*"A apT*"'*?- per confervaiores dicta ecdefia, et parochtanoi, intra men- 

fern pojl admonilionem eorundem, /iq^ri fadcmii w 

reptiles, excommunicaiiomsjintentiam promulgando" 

The fynod of Cambray {A,D. hdlxvh.) cbai;ge8 Um 
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tadftltsts tinal, " Ut quiim diligeniijimi advigilent, ne Dartaa^ 
quid in ecclejiis dejit, quod ad dtvinum <ffficium pro fud a. 
dignitate peragendum requiritur." And farther bid* them 
to infonn the bilhop of any fuperftitious vanitiea that 
may have crept mto the forms and ceremonies of divine 
worftrip, whereby the minds of Chriftians may poflibly 
be feduced from the pure fervice of God. 

The councfl of Milan {A.D. mdlxxix.) c^mcitates the ss.caT«n. 
{oiancotts bftaia, or Biaiw of the archbilhop, to inquire, ""' "'' **"■ 
" An debilo ctdtu Jraudantur eccle/ia ; anfacria vejiibus, 
omamentiSy JupeUectileque ecclejiafticd, ad adtum necef- 
Jaridt'inftructtE fimt ; an denique ulld ex parte incuUte." 
{See ^TOtiiial VlaiUition, Part iv. ^ ii. p. 190.) 

Articles of church-furniture being committed to the sb>tai.amdaL 
cnftody of the Ueans of tie cdtmttp by the Harlona fta- WJ^a^"' 
tutes (^A.D. MDLxiv.)* the officers are charged, as guar- """■"'' 
dians thereof, to fee that the lame are not pawned to 
common ufurers, imder any plea of neceffity : and they 
are forbidden fo to difpofe of ckurch-gooda themfelves, 
except apon mature examination and conviction of the 
prc^iriety of the meafure, on pain of excommunication. 

In the diocefe of Antwerp, again, if any materials, ocavtaj^w^ 
once confecrated to holy purpofes in chnrcb edifices, p. 379. '""^ 
were afterwards defecrated, by being applied to alien 
and improper ufes, in profane dwellings, ^y were to 
be redeemed, at the joint appreciation of the bran tmal, 
the paftor, and heads of the parifh. 

By the thirty-ninth flatute of the fynod of Avrancbes cc.SMmag. 
{A.D. BCDL.)— on the duty of tttans mtal — it is enacted— p.!M. 
"CUm tempbmt aliquodfui ftttanatttepn'miiff* ingredientw Sjil''**'*^ 
tetamf, altaria perlajlrent : qua niji recti omatafuerint et 
compojita, aut Jordidit onerata quifquiUit coT^kiantWf 
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qua peragendis facris magis ohjunt qvdm projmi: con- 

tinud referant nojiro promotori" 

ft^j^SSf ^y ^® provincial fynod of Acqui (A.D. mdhxiv.J, the 

p. iss. ' forantoos bttats or luant of Alexander Canigian are in- 

Itructed to inquire — "An ea, qua in mi^a/acrjficio adhi- 

bentur, uti caUces, corporaUa,pttrificatoria, maj^ktoe aita- 

ris pura mundave, ac decentia Jmt. An baptijierium, et 

facrorum okorum vafa, tutd ac decentir afferoentar. An 

Ubros habeant hapHzaioj^m, chrijmatorum, coT^ugatorum, 

et mortuorum, et hos/eparatot, et decentes," &c. 

sM.^md. By the fynod of Bois-le-duc (j4.D. hdcxii.) the anih 

ap- iv.'f.u. ' {itftsts ratal are bade not omit the particular examination 

oifacramentab and churck-omaments of all kinds. 
DscrttSmd. Iq the diocefe of Cologne, the parochial pallors are 
(.f.o.HDCLxii.] charged to £hew their baptifmal and nuUrimomal regijlen 
''' ' to the tttans tnral, at the times of then: viflting ; and the 

latter are diligently to examine the fame. 
cc**™. In the diocefe of Bayeux (A.D. hdclxii.) the iKans 
P.U3. are made con/emitor« of thefe important initniments :— it 

is ordered — " Que dans chaqueparoiffe ilfoit tenu rigiftrt 
du bcg>tSmes, mariagea, et inhumations, fuxoant Fordon- 
nance : ct lort qu'un cure viendra ^ dkSder, ilifejai/iront 
defdits regijirci, ef autres Htrea et Scrituret concemant la 

cure, et let droits du curi." " Poitr let mettre" 

i^ii.p.si5. (adds' a fynod of Lifleux) " enfuUe aux mains du nouoeau 
curi, qui en prendra p 

Dtcnt-etSbOul. 

p-Ti. to all original documents, mwiiments, &c., relating to 

benefices ; which they are to fee duly depoiited in places 
of fafe cultody. 

But touching, more particularly, the connexion of 
itan% tvadviith/acramentt anijiuratnentalss with which 
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they were early concerned in the churches of Nor- 
mandy ; — the third canon of the council of Rouen (A.D. 
MLXXii.) gives them the diftribution of chrifm (a mixture 
of oil and ballam for baptifm &c.) and oil (for extreme 
unction) : — " Ckrijmatis et ola diftributio h 'btanitfunmd ™. ^'^ 
d'digerUid et honejiate Jtat : ita ut interim dum difiribue- ome. iioMw. 
rint, alhisjint induti : et talibus vafcuUs dijiribuatur, til '''^ 
nihU indi aliqud negUgentid pereat." And the iame is 
coatinued to them by a fubfequent fynod of Liege (A.D. siat.sgMd. 
MccLxxxvii.) can. xvn, as. cc. Tom. 

With the Vke facramental trufi the Beans ratal were, ""■"'■"^ 
heretofore, concerned in Great Britain, while chrifm and 
oil continued to be fupplied &om the mother to the 
daughter churches— probably till the time of the Refor- 
mation. The rule was invariable, I beheve, in the 
country, for the villages of each btenrg to be fupphed from 
the towns or metrocomia, or, at leaft, the minor places 
from the major ; and the latter, again, from the epifcopal 
city. Many notices of this ufage occur in the ancient 
regifter of Saint Ofmund of Sarum, before and after the tsiM nuatttt- 
removal of the fee from Old to New Sarum. The brans, n, ^L^ e^i^.' 
in all hkelihood, as foon as they were inftituted in this 
diocefe, received chrifm and oil at the diocefan church or 
cathedral of Sartun, and re-diflributed them in the 
matrices eccle^a of their refpective ttecanatcs ; though, at 
the early date alluded to, they are not mentioned as 
exercifing that truit amongft ourfelves. In the county TboK>ton'*»i/^ 
of Nottingham, it is well known, the teans of tit tountiB fsit^'^ 
received chrifm and oil for the ufe of the clergy of their 
tiianrfts at the mother church of Southwell; to which 
place the facramental articles were previoufly brought 
from the minfler at York. 
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By the councQ of Saumur (J.D. MccLin.), the biam 
(hared with the archdeacons and ixtbtxitsta the eatire 
care of facramental in^lementt. The lame having been 
much neglected in certain parts of the archdiocefe of 
Town, the fecond and third canons of this fynod commit 
to the recited functionaries and tieonx rural (" ad quorum 
offidum dignojdtw pertinere ") — " Ut proewmt Janduo- 
rium,f antes, oleum, et fanctum chroma, elavibus adhStttit 
cu/iodiri, et per loca popuhfa, et Toaxime civitatet, venera- 
biUtir deferri." They were to fee that every thing con- 
nected with the altar was kept with becoming propriety, 
the eucharijl itfelf, and the KaKutifiAriov or corporate, on 
which it was depofited ; — that the latter was of pure white 
linen, and wafhed only by a deacon or prieft attired in 
his furpUce, all the ablutions, or at leaft the firft, bang 
poured into the jnfinnai — and laftly, that the coverings, 
the facerdotal vefia, and all other things confecrated to 
the altar, were cleanfed, ^>art &om the contamination of 
mihallowed clothes, by fome pure and pious vii^, or 
matron of unimpeachable character. 
CffwAriMMf. The decent keeping of ^e facramental articles was 
p.sM. ' juftly deemed by the fynod of Conilance(^.D.MCccLixv.) 
^**^ ' of grave importance. It was enjoined on the btans ratal 

to enforce it at their fealtnllK : — " In (alentrfs pracipiant 
omnibus presbyteris et curatis qudd corporaUa, et omnia 
alia ad mijfam pertinentia^fuper altare mundi teneant et 
^ ArfoM. honejli" See Decreta Synodi PromnciaUs Aquenfis {JLD. 
'■'m3*ms"' m^^xx^^^Oj ^ VixAxiii JForaneis, p. 123. ; alfo the counci] 
of Rouen {A.D. mdlxxxi.), de Sacramento Mi fee; — of 
Bayeux {AD. mdclxil), can. xiv ; and of Evreux {A.I>. 
MDcsLiv.), chap. xn. can. xii. 

The {ilebanf are ordered by the council of Ravenna 
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(A.D. uDLxnii.), and of Amalphi {A.D, mdxcvij.), to Mu>fl %>pt «rf 

receive the "facra olea" from the bifliop of the mother wd-sor. im.' 

or cathedral church, and to diftribute them to the fubject 

churches of their {lUtianBttS ; and the like difthbution 

is charged upon the BitfipttsbgUiS rural of the diocefe of 

Antwerp by MirEeus (A.D. mdcx). Before which latter ^J^^*^ 

date, the church of Malines entruited to her btans nical ^ ms- 

the partition of ehrifm and otYi&t facramentaU ' 

aut locofalthn decetUi et honefto /"—in fulfilling which duty, 

they were to take care that the diflribution was made 

" in tntmdit ac diJHnctis capfulia," the bearers being eccle* d»^- t sua. 

fiaftics : and if any expence was necel&rily incurred by Aeu, p. a. 

the luans, it was to be repaid to them, at the difcretion 

of the biihop, at his next vifltation or convention. 

" Non modd aT^ifTtihjtitti Jingulis annis," fays a fta- vuiei)»ii, 
tute of the provincial fynod of Malines (^A.D. mdcvii.), j^ sJiramnJ 
" ab ordmario fuo, vel, Jede vacarae, b, vicario-gcnerali, ^^"^"^^^^ 
facrum chri/hia et facra olea ten^Jiivi petant, et per facer- ^^^^ 
dotem, diaconum, vel faltim fubdiaconttm, in mundis ef ^^""^ 
honejiia vq/culis (fcilicdt^annei« aut argenteis, nullo modo siaiMiaDmc^f. 
verd cupreis, tejiacdt, a%ii vitrds) ad locum reJidentieB fua tu.ii.c^.v. 
ferri curent : fed pajiores etiam Jingvli quotannls ab Btcjf- 
fmh^ttxo Jiio, vd ex ed eccUfid undi confuevenmt, per ft 
atU aiium facerdotem, non auttm illo mf&'ior&n, in^miH- 
bua tHybtdis facrum ckrifina,fanctaque oleaferre non omit~ 
tant ; u/que receptia, veteribw non utimtur : fed quidquid 
ex illit fvperfuerU, Ji Uquidum, lampadi quce lucet ante 
venerabile facramentum infundatur ; fin autem bombyci, 
vet gofiipio immixtum fuerit,fuper pifcinam comburatur." 

For inattentioD to this branch of their perfonal duty Dteni.sy,«d. 
tile Ittans total of the diocefe of Cologne were feverely oIL%'.^!^ . 
rebuked by Archbifliop Henry, in the fynod of mdclxii : — tc-v.p-ss. 
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" Jntelligimtu quofdam becanos xwca\tt" fays he, " dom 
Jus harentei per pedeUoi fuos homines Idicos, imd diom 
(quod maximi ahfurdum eft) per fubmiffiu ftBttdncu, hat 
fancta velpetere, vel adfe per multa itinenanjjpaiia curare 
deferri. Ut'htdc abufui et facrilegU pericuio occwramtu, 
ommbua ac Jingtdia lUtanii rnralfiius et aliis, qidbiu id 
incumbit, feveri pracifomus, id ipjimet, -vel eortmdem ca- 
merarii, vel aUi idoneifubftitutifacerdotes . . . tempefivoi 
compareant . . .'el excipiantihc." 5ee alfo capp. feqq. 
otoT^tttht It was, heretofore, the bufinefe of btaitfl ntral in 
ArefStoeaivii England, Dr. Atterbury tells us, " to inftruct the 
HDccnii'' younger clergy in the way of admimjiering and ordering 
faeramenta and Jacramentals, according to the canons and 
cuftoms of the church." It probably was fo ; — but, in 
the courfe of my refearches, I hare met with no authori^ 
for the archdeacon's Itatement — none, that is, enjoining 
on Utana ntral by name the duty in queftion ; though it 
was performed in the rural cliaplns of their IttanriH. 
But the archdeacons wer& the inftructors on thofe occa- 
flons, according to Otho's canon ; by which it was 
ordered that thofe fuperior officers fhould be frequently 
in attendance at the tw;r1 t{iBpte», for the purpofe. The 
c«^ij>»|»- words are : " Frequentir interejfe capiluKs ' per Jingttloi 
oxon.^59. iKtanatttS, in qutbus diligentir injlruant inter aSa facer- 
dotea, ut beni vivant, ui fciant et fani intelliganl verba 
canoms et baptijmatis, queefunt defubji'aniid facramenti." 
Before the intruflon of archdeacons into the caj^ftulat 
chair^ lieaiut rural probably officiated in the capacity of 
teachers of Jbcramental duties; and at a later date, 



(') "ilwalQitt^ — qua hodii tenentur," gloflca John de Atho, "ftr 
q^aatet arcbidiaconorum, tt quatiddque per ttcXHM fMMlrt." 
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when the archdeacons and their officials were abfent, the 
beans may have acted as their fubilitutes. 

The church of Rome, with her appurtenances of 
fuperftition, for a long while, greatly multiplied the 
catalt^e of our facramentai duties, and added to our 
officii refponfibility; but the Reformation has releafed 
us from many fervices as uufcriptural as they were abfurd. 
The fimple articles of furniture with which the altars of 
the church of England are now-ardays decorated for the 
facrament of the eucharift, and her fonts for that of 
baptifm, have happily reduced thefacrameatal department 
of our office to one of plain and eafy execution. Of the 
mifcaUed/acramenf of penance, and the duties of beans tutal 
as confeflbrs or penitentiaries, we ftiall prefently fpeak. 

But there is one holy rite — erroneoully termed a 
facrament hy the church of Rome — cor^rmation — with 
which the beans nttal of Protefiant England have been 
brought into remote connexion by an ecclefiaflical con- 
ftitution of the date of the Reftoration ; which charges 
them to attend to the preparation of catechumeng by the 
appointed minifters, in order to their being fubmitted to 
the bilhop for con^firmation ; — " Moreover," in the words caM.B. n h. 
of King Charles the Second's Declaration concerning t^i.'^' 
Eccle^a/iical Affiiira (A.D. hdclx.), " the ntral bean and 
his ^ftants are, in their refpective divifions, to fee that 
the children and younger fort be carefully inflructed, by 
the refpective minifters of every parilh, in the grounds of 
the Chriftian religion, and be able to give a good account 
of then- &ith and knowledge, and alfo of their Chriftian 
converiation conformable thereunto, before they be con- 
Jirmed by the bifhop, or admitted to the facrament of 
the Lord's Supper." 
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snnitiM &itf,i In compliance with which claufe, Biihop Ward of 

w. 3se. <Bn. ' Sarum {A.D. mdclxx.) inftructed his trtans rota! to ob- 

ferve whether the parochial clergy were " diligent in 

catechizing the children, and preparing them for amfir- 

mation" (Officium Setnnor. lElnr. &c. in the Sppmlrti.} 

But many centuries before this date, )stan% ratal were 

interelted in the other popifh facrament referred to, the 

fttnchitJAMi- fourth of the Romilh catalogue, viz. penarux. " For the 

p. 3ST. more immediate mfluence on theu- clergy, they were 

appointed to be their cor^effbrs and penitentiariea,heca.uk 

they were prefumed to have the character of men of 

fufficient literature, and good report and favour with 

their brethren ; and were therefore ord^ned to hear the 

confeffiona of rectors, vicars, and all other priefls and 

minillers within the limits of their own liicani:^, and to 

enjoin them the facrament of penance." 



§7. 

t>BNITBNTIUT DUTIES OF StmK JftWWl. 

Proceed we then, next, to the duties of Ittans tttial in 

connexion with the folemn fervice of confeffitm and 

penance; — premiflng that " all public criminals who had 

been guilty of notorious crimes were obliged, in the 

«Sqk»r.r.B. primitive' days of Chriftianity, to a public efo^io^Tipni. 

(') For an acconnt of the four grades of pemtents of the priniitiTe 
chnrch, the reader u referred to the very learned notes of the biOiop of 
Saint Afaph, ia Curt. Cone. Nican, Prijiti, can. xi. in v. if iiHfw^imr 
Synodic. Tom. ii. p. 71. We have here only to do with penance, u a 
part of church (Ufcipline to which attliiirinttt were miniileriaL See Oib- 
fon'a C. I. E. J. Tit. xlti. cap. ii. ^ , 
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or reperUance in the church, and were declared unworthy 
of communion with Chrift and his flock, till, by conftjjian, i. T»jior o/ec- 
r^tentance, and the fruits worthy of it, they were ad-uiiM,Mv-ii- 
judged capable of God's pardon." " In purfiiance of 
which, the hilhop, and whom he deputed, miniilered to 
thefe public fatis&ctions and amends." Of the number 
oi penitejUiary delegates, fo conftituted, were ttBns ratal; 
not merely for the clergy, but for the laity alfo, in a 
fubordinate degree. As pcenitentiarii^ of the former, in somiwr'i -#»%. 
their refpective ttianrfes, they received the conftffioni of ftrti.p.i7?' 
rectors, vicars, capellanes, and all other priefls, and 
enjoined them "thefacram^a of penance:" — but when 
firil entrufled with this important duty by the bilhop, 
the only penitentiary of "in&nt Chriltendom," it is 
impoffible to unravel : — "prioribut qwrtqucfexve fcEculis '"^°"^';. 
penes epifcopum Jolum erat pamitentia publica admini- ^cMte, v. ■. 
Jlraiio : penes preabyterum verd deiegatum nonnifi epijcopo 
ahfenie, aut agrotante." 

About the time of the Decian perfecution (^A.D. ccl.)* PHmUKCitrif- 
Dr. Cave thinks, the fubordinate yoM^c penitentiary was cb-y.^m. 
firft appointed — "fome holy, grave, and prudent pres- 
byter" — as "a kind oicenjor morum, to inquire into the 
lives of Chrifiians, to take an account of their failures, 
and to direct and difpofe them to repentance." But the 
atcIipTnfisttt appears not in connexion with this vocation 
till fijll^wc hundred years after this date. However, we 
may fay, in general terms, that mtal Bidtprfests at an 



(') PtEnilentaariua — parochiuJbiL vel aUtu Jacardot, aii jure caao- BnmoBr-i Olaf. 
»ico mcuttAit pMntJibi commiffie, out alia^v/mgularu pcrfima, eoti- ** ^°^- '■■ 
ftffiontM aw&re, el pro ratione delicti, jusla difd^inam ea^^/i^fiicam, 
p«na* dare. Vidgo, a Conf^ffbr. 
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early date (according to the Decretum^ of Gratian, A.D. 
DTI., but in Thomainn's opinion nearly three centories 
later) whether themfelves confejfors or not before that 
time, were then, at leali, minifterial to the bilhop in 
preparing Imf-penitaitg (in relation to the lai^ they 
appear in a penitenliary capacity before they do io rela- 
tion to the ctergy) for undergoing' the folemn fervice of 
penance on the firit day of the quadragefimal fall— that 
godly difcipline of the primitive church, to which 
reference is made at the beginning of our comminaiion 
fervice. 
Dfo-ii. Ph. I. At the church door ftood the "peenilentea/acco induti, 
L.Lx'v,'p.7i. nudis pedibus, vultibtu in terram demiffis, reosfe effe i^ 
cii^iS^sM. habitu, et vullu prottjiantea," and were received by the 
priefts and RtctiprfestS; who diligently examined their 
palt courfe of life, and impofed the eftabliflied degrees of 
penance proportionate to their guilt. After which the 

Attarborj'i (>) "nie teit of Ui« canon law, compiled by the monk of Bologna 

CAoriv'"" (i4.D. MCL.), is here erroaeoua. Nothing of the kind ia to be difcorered 

uDccviii. Jq imy gf t]je canons of the council of AgaUu, now extant. The nut 

take, however, ia of lonp (landing, Gratian having tranfcribed it irom 

the Infhop of Worraes's Magnum Decreionim, fiu Canonum Folumen 

{A.D.M.), — aad Bnrchard, again, from the collection of Rb^non, abbot 

of Prnmia (ji.D. dcccxti.), who, as I have dfewhere noted, antedated 

the canon in quellion nearly three hundred years. It probably beloi^ 

to the age of Charlemagne. See ThomalTm K et N. KD.de B. Part ii. 

L. 1. c. V. Tom. 1. p. 235. 

J. T^jlor qf (•) " Though, by the nature of the thing," fays Jeremy Taylor, " thej 

^J^tv^i^ only could be neceOarily and elTentially obliged, who bed done public 

and notoriooa offences; yet fome, obferving the advantages of that way 

of repentance, the prayers of the church, the teats of the bilhop, the 

compaOion of the liuthfiil, the joy of abfolntion and reconciliBtion, did 

come in voluntarily, and to do that by choice which die notoriooi ai- 

minals were to do of neceffity," ^ . 

Digitized .yClOO^Ie 
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beans or att^ftitsti, ("bctaitf i.e. attbiftnhsttxt paroc^f- 
atum,") and their coadjutors, introduced them into the 
prefence of the bilhop, in the church, for the latter to 
perform his part of the penitential procefs. The fefdbn 
of Lent having pall, on Eafter-day the penitents were 
again prefented by their trcans and presbyters, in com- 
pliance with the coDcluHon of the fame canon, to receive 
the holy facrament of the Lord's Supper at the altar. 
For "in the primitive records of the church, there was i.Tt^^se- 
Qo form of abfolution judicial, nothing but giving the ^£^^.^. 
penitents the holy communion, admitting them to the 
peace of the church, to the fociety and privileges of the 
faithful;" — " which was done by the biihop, (the higheft cuftPnmitkt 
order of the church being the prime agent in difpenfing Pirtiii.ch^'T. 
its higheft power, the pardon of a penitent finner), or, ^ 
in his abfence, by the prieft or confe£br, who took the j.-r^ior^Be 
fupplicants from the ftation of the penitents, and placed SS!mv.^. 
them amonglt the faithful communicants; — either by 
declaring that their penances were performed, or not to 
be exacted *." 

The iynod of Pavia {A.D. dcccl.) introduces ratal ss. cc. Tom. 
Kt^fiititS to us, in its fixth canon, in the character of "*"*' 
penitentiaries appointed to excite public criminals to 
public penance, while private fins were to be atoned in 
private confejjion to inferior priefts, approved of by the 
bifhops and artftprrsftsure :—...." Oportet ui plebfom 
attlrillTexliBUri per Jingulos unumquemque patreti^amiHas 



(') See Burnet on Uu ThMy-nim Articlet, p. 373, Art, xxv. — Pe- 
maux ! and Preface to the IRftory of the Reformation, Vol. ii. pp. xvi. 
xviL ; SoameB'a Bampton Jjecluret, jjp. 266, feqq. ; and Prooji and Ti- 
It^rationi, pp. 287, feqq. ; and Tomline's Chrijtian Theology, VoL ii. 
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conveniant, qu(Uenils tilm ip^, quiim omnes in eorum dottd- 
bus commor antes, qui pubUci crimina perpetrarunt, publid 
pceniteaot ; qui verd occulti deliquerunt, illis confiteantur, 
quos epifcopi et |tleb{atn ardtipfesiiBtttJ idoneos adfaretiora 
vulnera menltum medicos eUgerint; qui, fi forJiUm tn 
d/tguo dubitavo'int, epifiioporwn Juorum non di^mulent 
imploraref&itentifim &c." 

A farther notice of btanB tural, as fupervifors of eccle- 

fialtical penance, appears in the councils of the diocefe of 

HkncmuiOfMra, Rheims undcT Archbifliop Hincmar : — " Et femper dt 

'^''' ^ ' talendis in kaltndas men/ium, quanddpretbyteri de btianfts 

Jimiil convcmunt, conlcUionem de pcmitenlibus jUis habeant, 
qualitir untyquifque/uam poenitentiam /aaof, et nobis per 
coTmrnni/irutn nojlrum renuncietur, ut in actione pc»ii- 
tentis /wn/are valeamus, quandd qui/que pcenitens recon- 
ciliari debeat. Et Ji forti qteis ad poenitentiam oemre 
nolucrit m^a quindecim dies pdji perpetrattonem peccati, 
et exhortationem preshyteri in ctfjus parochid actumfuerit, 
et JedulUatem titcanf ac compreabyterorum fuorum, atqw 
injiantiam comminiftrorum nojirorum, decematur quaUtir 
qui peccatum perpetramt, et ad poenitentiam redire con- 
temmt, & coetu eccle/itt, donic ad poenitentiam redeat, 

fogregetur Sec" Which * fentence of excommiinication 
the bean generally denounced, as the molt dignified pres- 
byter of his diftrict, a judge delegate, and the organ of 



!Dlt.aMtiAa, (■) ffilhop Rensett fo^efts to the tnfliop of Idncolo, on the ocnTum 
Vol.ii.p.m of Tefioring llMlt)t mnl in the diocefe of Lincoln, that there are many 
parts of difcipUne that may be committed to them without any pretended 
invafion upon the archdeacons or others ; and particnlariy calls his lord- 
Ihip'i attention " to letting the fentences of excotnmnnication and abfo- 
Intion be denounced more efpedally by innl tltat$, ftc." -. 

r, iz=,i.yC.OOgle 
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the church's cenfure on contumacious offenders againft 
her difcipline. 

In addition to fupervifing the due performance of thefe sm whalers 
public duties of luy-penance, that beans niial were actual oM/^.VoLn. 

- c ■ f r n: J- i. e J- B.II.MII.P.3M. 

receivers of pnvaie conjcjjton, and impofers or condign 
penance for the clergy more particularly, is the averment 
of Somaer, Van Efpen, Kennett, Whitaker, and others ; 
and the vicar of Ambrofden and the Hifloriau of Man- 
chefier refer to Archbifhop Peckham's eighth conltitution 
(^A.D. HccLxxxi.)^ " De uno conftjforc in quolibet bttanaiu 
fadendo," as their authority for the fact. But, however 
probfdile it may be, that the atcfiptesbsUt of the btantif is 
alluded to as the long-eftablifhed coirfejfar, it is not 
expreflly declared. The canon notices it to be an 
inftitution of antiquity, " Ut in quolibet iKtanato wvus Jit cc.u.B.ttH. 
rector aut okarius, literaturdfiiffident^ illuftrtUu^, gratid 
famdque laudabili infignitus, ad confejjionem rectorum, 
vicariorttm, aliorumquejacerdotutn ac mini/irorum axU/ue 
audiendam, iiyungendtyque panitentias, &c. "-^complains 
that the rule had been allowed, by the negligence of the 
clergy, to fell into defuetude, and re-enacts it in its prif- 
tine vigour and inviolability; — referring, as Lyndwood 
fuppofes, to the fiith conftitution of Cardinal Otho, and 
the nineteenth of Stephen Langton (AD. mccxiii.) But 
betBital cm^efors are rather fuperfeded by the Legatine 
canon of the former, under the fanction of the tenth 
canon of the Lateran council of mccxvi. — (by which 
biOiops are bound to have ajjijiants in preaching, hearing 
confejftona, and enjoining penances) : — for the cardinal or- 
ders, " Ut per quojlibel ftetanatUB prudentes viri et Jideks cc.m.b.ih. 
conjlituantvr per epifcopum confejfores ; quibus perfona et 
mmores clerid valeant corifiteri, qui btcanis erubefcunt 

LyCoogle 
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confiteri, forjititn et verentttr. In eccUJiis verd aUhe- 

dralibta confeff'oret m/litui pradpimus generalet." 

making no alluflon whatever to the infUtution of Ittans 
themfelves as penitentiary minijiers for the clergy, though 
the canon feems to acknowledge their pre-exiftence in 
that capacity. Nor does any occur in the earlier tran- 
fcript of the Lateran, viz. the fixteenth canon of the 
ToLi.p.Bw. provincial Scotch council {A.D. hccxxv.), " De eor^effh- 
ribus con/iituendis" alfo referred to by the fame cele- 
brated antiquaries, as authorities. The words of both 
point to a fecond clais of confejfora, beflde the liecaBal, 
for the inferior clergy, when either aihamed or afraid to 
apply to the btans rural in that capacity, — the latter 
remaining, at the fame time, the proper, canonical reci- 
pients of clerical confe^on in general, the " c&nJejfoTei 
nati" of the priefthood of each tttantp, upon fome earlier 
appointment, not incorporated, as far as I can difcover, 
in any antecedent c^itulary or fynod; but occurring, 
for the firfl, time, in the tomes of the councils {A.D. 
ss.cc.Tom. MccLXXXiv.), in the Synodus apud S. H^/polt/ttan — " Sta- 
tumut, ut Jinguli plebani, rectores, vicarii, et capellam 
nq/lra dicecejis de gravioribus fids peccati$ confiteaniur 
fiio Iritano : Irecanf nobia, ac etiam arckidiaamo, feu Ot, 
quos tis dederimus confejforea." 
E^ft^'y d, '^^^ nineteenth Oxford conltitution <rf Stephen Lang- 
^*«j«™«^^.o. ton (A.D. Mccxiii.), above cited as being a reference of 
ccM.B itB. Peckham on the authority of Lyndwood, ordains cer- 
tain difcreet confejfora to be felected by the btfhop and 
archdeacon to receive' the amfeJioTu of ntral btanx them- 



(■ ) "niat is, fays Lyndwood in hu glob— (L. v. t^ xti. gL e, p. 3X7), 
ihoTe ninl tfans " qui find henefinaH twi <Ui^ in faeerdoHo coq/bMi, 

I CooqIc*' 
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felves, when feaifiil of having recourfe to their prelates 

for that purpofe. And thefe functionaries, in all proba^ 

bility, were of the lame character and inftitution as the 

"presbyteri idonei lUeratura competeniit, et probatee om- 

nUras opinumit" of the canon dc PasnUtniiA of the fame ToLi.p.»s. 

archbilhop, publifhed on the Iwne occafion at Oxford, — 

as the " duo presbyteri, morbus et Jci&ttid preediti" of 

the earlier Dublin f3niod (^X>. mccxvii.) — and the Chi- 

chefter confiitutions {A.D. mcclxxxix.) — as the "duo ati £t^p.54«. 

mmua confeffbra" Sic. of the Durham council(^.i).MCcxx.) 

— the " prudentes vin etJideUs" of Otho, and the Scotch ToLii.p.i70. 

council, — and the " rector aut vkariua, Uteraiurd fmffi- ToLi.p.j77. 

tiejUir illujiratus" &c. of the I.Ambeth fynod ; but dif- 

tinct altogether from tutal btan« or atti^iiritsts : — though, 

I beheve, one glolfator. Cardinal Hoftienfis, applies the i^d«<wd 

latter canon of Peckham to art{ipt{t«ts of the ifts and gi t. rfJ^nn^ 

tnntcjs in the character of penitentiaries of the priefthood 

by delegation of the bifhop- 

The " penitentiarii eommunea" of Peckham's conftitu- ^V^-^t. 
tion were fo called " quiii d^tutati funt community tUm leftuoit*. 
pro Idids qudmpro clericis:" whereas the others were 
" P./pedales quoad perjonaa clericorum, quorum poteJla$ 
extendi non debet ad lakos, niji hoc m eorum pote/iate in 
Jpede vel in genere contineatur." 

The Meath canons of AD. hccxti., fo &11 in general 

vel ratione jun/iSeUani* quamjbrti exenent, immediali Jkbjuni epifcopo 
in faro anmte. AlUh' aulemji taiu yittmaf JU parooluarau alicvju* 
curati mferiorii tp\foapo,JSn debet confiUri." 

So fays the P<BnUeitiiaie Joaimls De Deo, " de aimfeffione atc{|lpttjl- Exarpiatx 
Istnonim, cap. xi." " fttcfilpttsfesUii niraIrt,5iM Biwnf i quibvfdam, i^jpL^aJ ' 
wcantur, H quuTtdoqu^ flAaal, et qaandoque abbaia, Utxt itnproprii, 3J™"' ''■^' 
dfbent qnfcopo confiieTi, et aiteri de Ucentid ejrifcopi." ^ , 

D,gtz.d.yCl.OOgle 
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on the duties of att^^fxtiivittxi ttiral, as the appointed 
immediate fucceflbrs of the tftanpiitofl of Ireland, are 
filent on the fubject of their penitentiary functions ; fave 
that they order them to take care that the canonical 
penances of the church be duly performed in their dif- 
tricts, and that they themfelves be prefent at them as 
' VI. Curent infuper ptenitentias canonical h 
nobis vet offidalihus nojiris impojitat delinquentibus debiti, 
et ed, qitd decet folennitaU, peragi, et perimpleri in eceU- 
Jiis injrafuos limitu, qu^us ip^ cum presbyterit parodua- 
libus intercut, tcmqubm tejits,ut qud humilitate et devo- 
tione peeniterUia laboribua defuncti funt, tejiificare pojjmt." 
— being fupervifors of impofed penitential perfonnances 
exactly upon the fame' footing as the Rhemilh beans of 
Archbiftiop Hincmar before quoted. 

However, that beans rwal were the confeffhrt of the 
Gallican clergy of their refpective btandts in the year 
MCCLXxxiv, is expreflly alBrmed in a canon of the fynod 
of Saint Hippolyte, already quoted from the volumes of 
the councils : — and the fynods of Arras (A.D. mcccclt.), 
and of Saint Omer (A.D. hdlxxxiii.), continue them, as 
the projmi/acerdoteg of their fubject priefts, in the capar 
city of receiving conjejjion. AH peribns are bound, by 

the latter fynod, " conjiteri proprio facerdoti." 

"Proprium autem facerdotem ilium intelligi declaramus, 
ci^ua citra quifque propria ^jectus efi. Sic parochui 

prt^iita facerdoa eft parochianorumjuorum &c Sic 

art&fpresbsttTum feu betannm (Slirfstfanftalfs ci0i/que lod 
proprium facerdotem ejfe et agnofci volumus pajlorum fid 
betanatds. Sic arcifpitsbsteTum cfbflatrnstm, proprium 
facerdotem, ut pa/lorumfui btcanatiis, ita et caterorum 
atdbifttiAjitnoxum Jive bttanorau (E^rfsttanftatto," &c. 
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The {jnoA of Arras prefcribes (De facram&nto conf^- c«^. ama 
Jtonia), " Qitdd cwati parochialea, presbyteri, capellani m ZftfucccctT.' 
eorum parochiig moram facienta, et in e^dem capelloi ha- 
benteji, confiletmtur JuU trttanfs et non aliis, mfi de nofird 
procefferit, vel dictorum ttetanonim licentidfpeciali;" .... 
" lltcanf nobis aut in nofird abferUid nojiro vicario gmerali." 

Granting that mtal Irians were primitively iuvefted 
with the capacity of hearing clerical confeffion, of inflict- 
ing penance, and giving or withholding abjblution, and 
enjoyed a priority of inftitution in thefe duties, how 
came it to pafs that they were virtually fuperfeded, latter- 
ward, on almoft all occafions, by other pnefts of inferior 
rank and Aation ? Whence happened it that the pres- 
byter fuperfeded the attfipttsbsttr ? — The negligence, it 
may be, of the clergy, and contempt of the bians in 
fupporting the laudable practice of confelfion, the bifliop 
of Peterborough fuggefts, operated to the introduction 
of fecondary penitentiaries. But the principal reafon of 
the decay of becanal confefors is to be fought in the 
union o{ penitentiarjf and judge in the fame functionary. 

The btans, having by delegation from the bifliop a 
judicial power over the inferior, clergy, might poflibly 
betray the private confejjiona of the latter in fuch caufes 
as might afterwards come before them in their ordinary 
tontts of <StirfstfanftB ; and thus, through a religious 
exercife for the reUef of confcience, the amfejtng clergy 
might be infirumental to their own judicial crimination. 

This explains why the rectors, vicars, capellanes, and 
others, were fliy of approaching our predeceflbrs in the 
exercife of their cortfefforial functions ; and upon this 
contrariety of office, John de Athon, ever at war with the 

l»an and his privileges, grounds their unfitnefe for pmi- .-. , 

^ ^ ^ r, ,z=,i.yC.OOgle 
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conllitution, he fu^ells, that, as the iame perfon could 
not with decency act in a double capacity, in a peniten- 
tial andjudtdal court, the bean ought not to be appointed 
a confeffor at all, — "non debet talis confeffbr inJUtm.' 
And yet he immediately weakens the force of this 
allied reafon, by fubjoining, in his glofs upon " veren- 
tur" that there is no caufe for alarm on the part of the 
confefBng clergy, 'J dim in foro pasmtenliali conftffioam 
audit facerdog vice IJei (! !) nee prodere pote/i peccatorem 
imputii." Difclofure of the fecrets of confejffitm was 
forbidden imder fevere penalties by the church of Rome. 
But belides thefe coadjutors of the IreatM in this depart- 
ment of their office, — (and being canontcally appointed 
by the biftiops in council to the confeffbrial duties, no 
uretii <feCAH/- one could gainfay their right of interference,) — others, 
^«t staU, who were mere interlopers and ufurpers of the power, 
^q.'«%p>-' appeared in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries : — thefe 
aisfSs3,<k ' were the monks, Hl^ejratrct prtEdicatores and minoret— 
who, in England, during the reign of King John and 
Henry III., wrefled out of the hands of beans lural, and 
penitentiary pilells as .well, the entire authority and 
privilege of hearing confsjjion, and adjufting p^tanee; 
whence, in the words of Matthew Paris, the dignity and 
condition of the ordinary clei^ "non mediocritir viltat." 
To fuch a pitch of arrogance had thefe men arrived, 
when Peckham fucceeded to the archiepifcopal chair of 
Canterbury, in the reign of Edward I., that they alleged 
a grasit of fome general privileges in their fitvour &om 
the apoftoUcal fee, whereby they pretended themfelves 
to be conftituted confe^ori, totally independent of the 
biihops of the country ; uid, under a &lfe plea of 
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foreign inveftiture, meddled with the fpiritual fiinction of 
binding and loofing, (at no period allowed to be exer-- 
cifed dcjure by mere monks out of their own convents) 
to the lamentable fubverfton of the difcipline of the 
church. For this imauthorifed ufurpation they were cax.B.tiH. 
feverely reproved by Peckham, in his fixth Lambeth " "'^' 
confUtution, and again by Archbilhop Reynolds in the 
reign of Edward 11.' 

In the fynod held at Chichefter (A.D. mcclxxxix.), it cc.u.B.itH. 
was ordered that no one Ihould be fent before the 
peenitentiarii on account of any Aime which he had 
neither cor^ejed nor been convicted of; — all enormous 
fins, at the fame time, being referred to the bifhop's 
tribunal, or that of his deputy fpecially appointed. And 
when difpatched to the penitentiary, the penitent was to 
be the bearer of letters to him from the titan or arch- 
deacon, gratuitoufly beftowed at the fuit of the finner ; 
who was alfo'to bring back from the confeffbr a reply, 
ftating the nature of the penance, and for what crime, in 
particular, it was enjoined. Can. xii. 

The councils of the church enumerate the different 
grades of fins, and violations of difcipline, and the con- 
feffort to whom the claOified tranfgreflbrs might cano- 
nically apply for abfolution'. Thus, for example, in the 



(>) &e Matth. Paris, {octfctto&; FxUleT^alRjlory if Abbey $, Book \u 
p. 875 ; Vaa Efpen Jut. Ecdef. Utm. P. ii. T. vi. ; de Sacramento Pce- 
niUn^, CY.de ordinario pcmitentue mtnt/tro, pp.315, feqq. ; and 
Kiaran Tamer's HiJUny of England, Part iv. c ni. pp. 402, feqq. noU, 
p. 413. 

(<) fln^tptmbstn ttbittttntfn JmAI omwt de tpyeopata p<i^t abfol- BuihoLFani 
vere, wm iamm h refirvaiu fine Jpeciali lictrntid epi/bopi, fectait&m Jo. ^^^jm^aai 
an. in. c. fi epi/coptu, de poe. et sc. 1. Ti. non auiem fvs atditptwisUr ^ ^;, ""^ 
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council of Rheims {A.D. hcccctiil), we have a lift of 
"cajiis pcenitentiariis per bctanatus commit" — " cqftu 
preibyterorum parochudtttm " — " co/im nobis et ptmitenli- 
ariis nojirit refemati, &c." — wbich> if the reader be 
curious about fuch •adfurdities, he may refer to in 
Manll's Supplement to Colet's edition of the Councils, 
Tom. VI. coL 566, feqq. anAfparsim in the collectioii. 
^;,^^,\ Some biftiops granted to their teans wral the privily 
p. 416. of abfoloing in cafes referved to the epifcopal chair, as the 

bifliop of Seez (A.D. mdclxxxv.) — " Notts donniont d. nos 
Ifogcns ntrBOX," fays Biihop Savary, " le pouvoir ^a^hudre 
P.SI4. des ecu it nous referoez : " and the Hke power of abfolu- 
tion was conferred on beans TUtal in the dibcefe of 
Lifleux. 
u^'igl!^ Whenever the treans gave lelta-a of Solution, they 
cm^aceitfii, ^g^e ofdcred by the fynod of Cambray (J-D. udl.), to 
date the nature of the fentence from which they ab- 
folved, and at whofe infiance it had be^n inflicted :— 
otherwife the presbjrters were not to execute the litera 
ahfohaoria of the beam. The fum of money received 
by the latter, on thefe occalions, was alfo to be men- 
tioned in the letters of abfolution. 
SlS.aS^ No longer perfonally concerned as public confejfon, 
h»T.p.si3. tittm mtal, in the province of the archbilhop of Salz- 
burg, are commanded by the forty-fifth conftitutiob of 
the fynod of HnLxix., cap. vi., to prefent all perfons, who 
had been obltinately difobedient to this important branch 



nralU jpoUjl o^cere omne* de epijeopatu, quia JoSim prm^ f Mi ; 
H quantum ad maiora nihil debet faetre fine relatione ad ej^iopam, 
in. d. c fi. Pot^ tamen omiu* pertiaeiUe* ad eodejiat, et^fiatki fib 
/uo ylt&nudv ali/bhtn, quod patet per. d. c fi. 
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of the church's difcipline, to their diocefan hiihop— 
"Ita tamen qudd antequdm denuncientur,pri^ per pajiores 
Juos de facUndd Chrijliand confejione paierni admonean- 
tur : Qui, fi proterve in impietate Jud perrexerint, tunc 
detnUan ad Jitperiores deferantur, ut coram ipforum inobe- 
dienHum Juperioribus pro obedientite debita: prcEJiationt 
follicitari, vei ex officm paftorali, canonico modo contra 
tales procedat, valeat." 

The fynod of Ypres (A.D. mdcxxix.), interpreting the siat. Smod. 
earlier ftatutes of that fee on the duties of titans rural, ^ix!""^' 
decrees " Stcanos (Ctufstfanitatifi poffe excipere confejiones 
Ji^ditorumjiii diJlrictAs, adfe, ex caii/U recurreniium, etiam 
tempore pafchaU .- " — and the fynod of the year following, o^ v. p. ssa. 
remarking on the incommodioufiiels and indecency of 
having the confejional in an angle of the church, clofe 
to the altar (whereby communicants at the latter were 
often obfiructed, and penitents themfelves impeded in 
the ceremony of amjejjion), impofes on the lieans at 
rifltation the duty of feeing that the^ej amfeffionalia 
be removed to a more honourable, decent, and confpi- 
cuous iltuation. 
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SECTION VI. 

SupEBviBioN OF Schools. 



' iE authority of bifliops over JchodU and 

fchoolmctfiera appears clearly, Bilhop Gibfon 

fays, from the original inftitution of femi- 

naries of education, and from the ancient as 

well as modern laws of the church concerning them. 

The canon law is plain and exprefs upon the point On 

the continent of Europe, from the time of Pope Eugene's 

Refcript (A.D. ccccxxvi.), fchools are diftinctly fpoken of 

" in univer^s ^ifcopnt,ftd>jeclifquepleMbu>, &c." as under 

the direction of the fpiritual power; and in our own 

coiuitry, as for back as the time of the Anglo-Saxons, 

they are as pointedly noticed "per viUaa et oico» &c." 

as fubject to epifcopal regiment. 

Thefe decrees and orders of councils, however, on 
the abttract right of biJhops to interfere in Jchola/iic 
matters, admitted ; it muft be, at the fame time, acknow- 
ledged, that the higheft fimctionaries of the church 
could not perfonally fuperintend and regulate every 
place of public education within their fpiritual jurifdic- 
tions, and efpecially in remote rural districts. How 
then was this difficulty got over ? How did the bifhops 
perform thofe vifitatorial duties over Jchoots and fchooU 
mqfters, for which they were equally refponfible, in fuch 
places ? In Belgium, and apparently elfewhere, by 
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delegation. They not only delegated the continual 
gorernance, but alfo the actual erection of femmaries 
ofinjiruction to their rural deputies. 

It is a canon of the fynod of Malines, " Ut curent pfod-HtMih. 
^/i/copi, ut quamprimiim in oppidis tt pagia fnarum dus- opu^vu Eit^en 
cefium parochiaies /choltE, ^ coUajjftE Jint, rejlitueaitw ; fi t.h.cIt.^mi. 
cor^ervaieE, cotantur et augeantur Sic." — vindicating that 
the church was deArous of advancing the machinery of 
parochial education by the influence of the hierarchy. 
But under the circumitances of the diocefan being unable 
perfonally to comply with the fynodal decree, the actual 
fuperintendence of the feminaries of the country there 
devolved on his rural deputy, the aiclipresbstet or ttt&n of 
dbristfanftg. Whence a fecond fynod of Malines, after 
regretting the want of edifices for carrying forward 
parochial education upon an extenfive fcale, fuj^fis that 
they be immediately erected, wherever required, and 
that the beans ratal enter into negociation with the local 
magiftracy for erecting them, and railing the necelTary 
stipends for the mailers : — " Agant axttifxat^ttxl" fays ^md-MrMin. 
the canon, " cum magijiralibtis et preefectis locorum, ut c^.i 
ta max erigantur, Jimulque rationem ineatd, ipfis ludi^ 
tnagijiris de annuU Jiipen^is proindendi." 

The Belgian arcj^iiriists, generally, examined the sbu.smM 
mafters and miftrefles of Wiefchoola as to the foundneis xil!cip.T.p.g8. 
of their religious creed, before they admitted them to 
their refpective chaiges ; and the profeflion of the 
parties, then delivered and attefted, was kept in the 
hands of the examiners ; in compliance with the com- 
mand of Philip II., as expreffed in a particular edict to 
the fynod of Cambray. But, on another occafion, a civil 
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officer was added to the aid^ritst for the performance 
of this duty, and the licence of both required. 
siatta. syntd. The fynod of Antwerp (^A.D. hdlxxvi.)* under Son- 
p.a«. nius, decrees, " iVuWum rec^i in ludimagijirttm Jine ex- 

prejfo confen/u tstani ruraUs, qui fvper illo admiilcndo 
maturi cum parocho deiiberahit " — (de SchoUs Parocbia- 
libus). That, again, under Mirsus (^A.D. hdcx.), enapts 
ow3lS^ — "IfUdimogt^er am/iitttatttr tt pqftore, magi/iratu ei 
'^sh"'"^"' P'"*""*"" parochia incolis (qui citrabunt de necejfcaria 
Jiipendio ei provideri) cum confenfu istiani ntralis, in ct^ 
manibus faaet prqfe^onem Jidei, jurabkque ft turn doe- 
turum aut permijurum ab hfpodidqfcalo vel difeipulit in 
Jckold/ud haberi libros haretic-os, aut de hai-efi fu/peetoi, 
aut quScunque ratione in honejiatem peccantes, alidfbe 
siai-SvneM pTokibitos, &c." And that of Ypres under Georgius 
desXut^. (A.D. MDcxxx.) Diakes profeflion of faith before the tean. 
'' rural, and regiftration of admiflion by the lame func- 

tionary, indifpenfable to a legal inititution. 

The vijitation of parochial fchools has been elfewhere 

noticed as entrufted to beans taial : — the fynods of 

Malines (_A.D. mdcvii.) and Cambray enforce it every 

Sfm)d.iitiMim. fix mootfas — " Sckola fcholo/Hcis capUulorumftibjectat ab 

c'r^.' "* i^dem fcholafticta, catera omnes ab arctifpteflbsterfs, vd 

fl^^S-^!^. alOs ab ordinario d^utatis, Jngtdia faltim femejiribut 

ferid vijitenttir." 
cmjitiihertt. The fyuod of Salzburg (^Z>. hdlxix.) places the re- 
ter^.p-soi. gulation of fckolq/iic liudies in the femmaries of the 
country entirely under the vi^atorial Jlqierintendenee of 
titans ratal — (Confi. lix. cap. vi. de aiOhor^us juoaOiOi 
prcehgendii). 

The fcope and aim of this branch of .the ttttanal office 
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was, in the words of Van Efpen, — " Utfaatur anjuven- vm Ei)>«n • 
tus riti infiUuatur, qutsjtt puo'orum in lUteraridfcientid ™«. i.e. u. 
et fcrijptioms peritid profeetus; an magt/hi magijirave t.'"'f.m.' 
injiruenda, erudiendtsque juventuti Jeduld fo impendant ; 
modum eonvementem, prudentiamque in regendd juventttte 
teneant ; quos libros puerit pralegant, aut legendos tra- 
dant, aut Ugere pemuttant; an nulli prategantw, qui 
turpe aut objcanum qttid contineant, aut bonis moribut, 
vdjidti calholica adverfnm ; cwentque ut libri legantur, 
quipueris pietatem et morum honefiatem tnjlillent" 

My refearches have met with no inllance, in the 
Councils of Great Britain, of litans tural being delegated 
to vi/it, or otherwife interfere with, fchools and Jchooi- 
ma/ierg, fave in the abortive fuggeflions reQiecting the 
efiabliChment of thefe officers in the reign of Qaeen ecu. B.ttn. 
Anne ; — where it is recommended by the Upper Hou/e 
of Convocation, that rural bians fhould be authorifed 
"particularly to inquire into the condition of /choola, 
hofpitals, parochial librariea, and the feveral gifts and 
legacies bequeathed to pious and charitable ufes." 

The following canon, " De vijitatione /choice" of the 
Rf^ormatio Legutn Ecclefiq/itcarum, does not feem to 
appertain to our ratal funttfonatUs : — " Bis unoquoque o* vyuatiom 
anno Xoti niHinaxivs puerorum progreffua in Jiudiis explo- *t^.'£lIno. 
rabit, atque tunc ingenia qu<B videbuntur ad litcras nimh 
in^a, excludet, libros parum idoneos docerinonJinet,fid 
utiliores prafcribet; pracqttorem terd ignamee aut nim£E 
cejfationis fujpectum coram bttano, ctl, eo abfente, bia- 
iKtano, et duobua prabendariis arguet. Quod Ji bis 
jruHrii fecait, tertio delinquentem loco movebit." The 
whole chapter, I believe, has reference to Jchools in 
cathedral cities onli/— not to ratal parotftfal sitiools. The 
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latter, however, have been, in modem days, fubjected, 
by many Englilh diocefans, to the vijitation and furoal- 
lance of Utans rtiral : fee Documenta in the SifftxiOix. 
iB».<tatn.i>a, Dr. White Kennett, in his judicious letter to the 
v^".p.3il.' bilhop of Lincoln (dated Ambrofden, ^op. 7, mdcxcis.), 
ftrongly urges him, in the propofed renovation of the 
nttf-tittanal office within the diocefe of Lincoln, "to 
licenfe no curate or /cholemafier within his diocefe 
without a certificate from the ratal luean, of the perfon, 
the place, the falary, the duties, Ac." And, in the 
|'»^'i«®<W diocefe of Salisbury, about the year hdclxx., Bifliop 
m. foi.339. ' Seth Ward bids the ratal titans (whom he had recently 
appointed throughout the counties of Wilts and Berks, 
—vide <9fftrinm Stcanoittm ISatalfnin in the ^iiptnlirii, 
Sanim DocumetUi) — " to obferve whether fchoolmafiert 
performed their duty of teaching and catechizing ^cAo- 
lars, and bringing them to church on Sundays and 
hoiydays." See the duties of ratal cbapUts in connexion 
with parochial education in the province of Rouen — 
Pari V. Sect. ii. Chap. xi. 
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SECTION VII. 

SuPBRTiaoN OF Hospitals and Chabitable Fodndations. 

CCORDING to the ancient rule of the canon stira, u m. 
law, " de xenodockiii, et aliis JtmiUbw loots, 
per folUdtud'aiem ^ifcoporum, in quorum dim- 
ceji exijlunt, ad eafdem utUitates, quibus con- 
Jiituti fuTit, ordmentur" — it would appear that kq^itals 
were under the infpection of the bilhop dcjure communi. 
Could he delegate the vifitation of them to his country 
reprefentative — the bean rural ? There is evidence that Gibr<.ii-.c«*« 
he could, and did, both in Great Britain and on the xlviilcih. 
continent — as far, at leaft, as the epifcopal right of inter- '' 
ference went; which was fubject to fome limitation. 
But to the full extent of his own power the bilhop coidd 
commifflon his bean rural, as his vicarious vifltor. 

In England, on the authority of Lord Coke, a didinc- 
tion obtains between ^iriVua/ and % hofpUaU; in the 
former of which, the bifliop vifits; in the latter, the 
patron. And in Belgium, according to Van Efpen, vu e^cd 
there are kofpiiah and other charitable endowments firai- t.xixVil'^ii. 
larty fituated ; the adrainiitration and regiment of which ^^''*' 
are exclufively laical, and the foundations themfelves 
laical. From thefe the bean rural — betanus foraneujc vel 
iStiifstfanftatfs — is, by name, excluded. He is allowed no 
concern with their eleemofynary economy ; — the bilhop 
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himfelf being put afide, except where malveriation and 
negligence are apparent on the part of the laical goTera- 
ment ; — on which occafiona he is allowed, by the fynod 
of Liege, to interfere. May we not, then, infer from 
this ftatement, that to Jpiritual hofpHaU the bean tnal 
was admitted In the capacity of a delegate vilitor I See 
Beckman's Hiftory of Jnttetaioru, Vol. iv. p. 475. 

Yein^ri"' ^"' ^^ ^'^ "^^ ^^^ '■'* mere inferences. The evidence 
is exprefs and politiye to the point of litans ratal being 
fupervifors of ko/pitals and other life foundations. The 
provincial Scotch council, held at Edinbui^h (A.D. 
HDLi.), exprelDy orders, in its ninth canon, De oifitcUionc 
hofpitalium, " Ut becanf in fuit xiiJitaHorabus de JifUu 
omnium hojpitalium referant, et debito tempore offidalibus, 
feu commiffkriis generalibus ad effectum, ut ipji defectut 
htffufmodi corrigant, et opportuna remedia defuper projpi- 

Antti p.s^ ciant" And the earUer council of the year mdxlh, 

aa. XL. dt Fia- •' ' 

^^p«* probably, includes Irians mral in the like duties under 

the generic title of oiUfnarff. 
p"^*c^^ Amongft the vifitatorial duties of btans rnral of the 
TIL xiK. e. XIII. diocefe of Cambray, we find in the provincial council 
(^A.J). UDLXxxvi.% under the nineteenth title, the fol- 
lowing canon : — " Xetanf ecclejtaa parochial^ et ciqtellai 
ac hofpitalia, aliaque pia loca eorundem dijirictuum quo- 
tannis ut minimum JemM vijitent, et de eorum JiaUt, ac 
SatifoDtcrtiaqudm Tccti divinum qffidum in eis peragatur; utrumm 
utchii«.f.-iss. miffis, et aliiapiisfundatiombus et oneribus faiitfitU, et de 
catena Auc pertinentibus accurati inquirant." — c. xiv. 
" Excejus verd et defectua iji quos r^er^int) quibus ipJi 
mederi negueant, epi/copia locorumve ordinariia,Jcu eorum 
vicarOa, qwm^rim^m JigmJiceTU." The lame charge is 
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given by the bifhop of Toiimay (A.D. hdlxxiv.} to the D4^8/Mdi 
6ean« rotal of that diocefe— to fee that divine worihip be ^ITS^hi 
duly fupported " tn xenodockiU, hojpittdibtu, aliyque piis 
locis" and that the revenues be adminiflered according 
to the pious and charitable intention of the founders, 
and to the praife and glory of God. 

In the diocefe of Ghent, the avtifitsisitn lutal have otmia h a-. 
the Uke office to perform. The ftatutes of the y&ar chmina^, 

MDCL. enact — Cap. xx. Tit. xx. " attftfyresbfittrf *" 

non tantHm fabrkarum et meryhrum pauperum,Jed etiam 
hofpitalium, domorum orphanorum, et quornmcunqttepiontm 
locorum con^tus fempSr audiant, ubl dejure et cor^itetu- 
Sine id futctmUs fecerunt; et examnaiia preecedetUibiu 
computibus videant num eorum conclu/iones debits pur- 
gatee, feu religua eorum pleni folula Jwt, ufgwe (mma 
debdi adnUm^rentur, atque ut computus femper m bond et 
convenienti formd dejcribantur et audiantur, ddligentir 
advigUent" 

" Solent artftfyttsbBterf," fays Van Efpen, " ioco epybopi j^.Bo^.v,^. 
intervenire computibus non tantHm fabrics, aut mtr^a vv-y-v-n- 
S. Spiritus in parockiisjid dijirictus,jed etiam hofpitalium, 
begginagiorum, et monajferiorum ordinario fubjectorum." 
See Stat. Synod. Dicecef. Yprenf. Tit. xx. cap. xsiv. (AJ5. 
HDCix.), p. 274. and Decreta et Staiuta Synodi MechUn. 
{A.D. MDCvii.), Tit. xxu. cap. i. 

In the In/lruction» or Article* of Enquiry for lieanx 
tntal of modem days, eharitable foundations are gene- 
rally omitted. But there are exceptions. Bilhop Seth 
Ward's " Of/idum IBtranorom Bntalfum ad quod jta-a-sttMotSHii 
mento a/iringendijunt" annexes hofpitala to the items of mn,ibL3a9. 
inquiry within the diocefe of Sarum ; as if the good 
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prelate thought fuch ellablifliments fit objects of ttetanBl 

vifitatioD. HofpUaU and charitable foundatumt are alfo 

noticed in the ConvocationtU Proceeding) under Queen 

Anne relative to tuam niral (fee the laft fection) ; and 

charitable end/ncmtnta are noted in the conuniJIion oS 

«pp«wr. win- the hean ninil of the diocefe of Winchefter by Bifhop 

mt»u. Somner; and in the articles of inquiry for the Utan 

womfter total of the diocefe of Worcefter by Bifliop Carr. I do 

not remember them in any other modem document 
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SECTION vni 

Ohdimation, Institdtion, and Inddction. 



CHAPTER I. 

Ordination. 

RHE connexion of tieans nttal with the branches 
' of perfonal fervice which ftand at the head 
I of the prefent fection, has long fince ceafed 
' in Great Britain; — I mean the ferious and 
folemn duties, with which they were entrulled, as local 
orlifnarfes of the bifhop, of examining into and testifying 
the fitnels of candidates for holy orders within their 
feveral jurifdictions — ofprefenting fuch as were approved 
at the altar, for the epifcopal act of ordination — and, 
fubfequently, either perfondly iiifiUitting them, as in 
fome few places of the continent it feems to have been 
their privil^^, ea coryketudine, to do; or, which was 
more ufual, of introducing them to the bifhop for that 
purpofe — and, lafUy, putting them into the corporal pof- 
Jeffion of their benefices. 

" That none might enter the church by ordination," JBtmUiPn- 
fays the author of A Humble Prt^xi/al for Parodaal Re- Oi c khi. 
formation, " but fuch whofe habitual inclinations led to '' 
a religious life, the church placed much confidence in 
the office of the ratal btan ; — who was to publiih the 
name of any one that was to be ordained of his biantc, 
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in the parifh where he was bom, or had moft lived and 
converfed, and that for three Sundays before his ordi- 
nation, to learn the efteem ' people had of him, which 
the trtan was to certify the bifhop of." 

Many, however, and curious as are the items of 
bitanal duty, which this namelefs "Presbyter of the ChunA 
of England," (as he calls himfelf on his title-page) has 
thrown together in his Humble Propofal to rejiore Rural 
Deans and Cfuiptera according to the ancient way of the 
Church, he is not always tp be relied on for his facts and 
references. In proof of which, he has here allotted to 
the liean what the Chxtfch impofed upon the parochus; 
who was no htati at &11, according to modem accepta- 
tion, but a mete parochial incmnbent. Again, he fays, 
the council of TVent could find no futer way for profe- 
cuting inquiries into the characters of candtdatet for holy 
orders, than by the inftramentality of rtiral tstani ; but 



mfamrfei^ (>) Zu^Cftwdtcy (tector of BdrthDinlf ID Chelhin, ^.i). mdclxxv.), 

elH^^Ti^p. 41. '" ^ Di/eour/i <^ Potnmage, fn^efts that " every pfttron may by law 
be obliged, within one month aner the vacancy of a benefice, to nomi- 
nate three probatioDen for the living, to the nnl Dtin, and the other 
nrinifien of that btniTJl, whernn the tacaUl tiv}i% is ; find that (faofe 
dergymen of the kcAntJi be obliged, dilig«ftt]y and failMiilly (o inquire 
iKto the abilitiee and dae qnalificatieDS of &e peribal ilominated; and if 
no jnA exceptioQ can be made and proved agunft them, that then the 
clergy of the lltant|! Ihonld, within one month more, commend them to 
the parifhionerB, that they aUb may ifaqaire into the merites of the candi- 
dates ! and, after ode mboA More ref^ved to tlie [Mopl^ fbr fnch inqniiy, 
Ou they Ihonid r^Mfant back to the patron, by th^ humble pethkm 
and leltimolliAla, two of the perfom named to then, dtehring &tii rea- 
dinelfl to fit down onder the minifiiy of either of them ; leaving it to the 
patron to pr«fent to the biJhop of the diocefle wludi of thofe tiro he 
^eafcdi.'' 
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the latter are not mentioned in the Stffion refenred to, 
otherwife than as ordinarii, under which title they ptc^ 
be included of courfe ; but it feems fcarce allowable to 
fingle them out as dillinctly referred to. 

Whether there alluded to or not, however, they cer- 
tainly had much to do with the preliminaries of ordina~ 
tion, in th«r arcS^rrebgUral character, at a very early 
date ; and fo had their prototypes, the billan bfstnips of 
the fourth century, of whom fo much has been faid in 
Part II. ^ I. pp. 22, feqq. The attention paid to the 
qualifications of perfons about to be ordained to the 
priefthood, in the letter of Sfunt Bafil, addrefled to the b^. opm. 
cj^orrptocfiiif of his large diocefe (who had departed from c°uil.'p.tu! 
the exact difciphne of their fathers in this relpect), the 
reader will fee in my notes to Dr. Priauls's ®raci ; and 
in the verfi'on of the original Greek in that excellent 
periodical, the Britijh Magazine, N'. xxvi. (February 
MDCccxxxiv.), p. 158. At that time, it feems, the bfllan AcN.Aiexu- 
hH^Vfi performed the duties of examination into the ytnH*.xii:f«-MM«, 
characters of candidates for. orders — receiving the tefti- ^nfftrt. Bai. 
monies of the neighbouring clergy — nparfivrtpoi km Jii- '^' 
Kovoi oi iTwoiKoSvTes avTo7s — to the point of their general 
fiteefs. And, it is probable, when the bfllan Btcttftnh^trat 
fucceeded the c^OTtpfscopi in their other minifterial duties, 
they were alfo capacitated by the diocefan to lulfil the 
fame fcrutiny of morals and acquirements of candidatei. 

On the authority of the -council of Nantes {A.D. 
Dcccxc.) can. xi., it was the office of the arc$(itfests to 
accompany the candidates in queftion to the epifcopal 
city, in order to prefent them to the biftiop for ordination: 
— "Quandd epifcopus ordinationet facere difponit.omnes sicc.t<m. 
qui ad facrum tmni/ierittm accedere volunt,ferid quartd l-~ , 
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Dteni. I. p*n. ante ipfam ordinationem evocandi Jitnt ad dtMatem, wth 

3* ""' cum BrcfiipreBbBtltfS, qui eo» reprefentare debcnt. Et t^nc 

^i"^'. "' epi/copus i laicre fuo eligere debet facerdotea et alios 

prudentes viros gnaroa divincE legig, et exereitatot in 

ecdefiajlids Jimctionibm, qui ordinandorum tntam, genus, 

patriam, <Etaiem, injiitutionem, locum ubl educati funt,Ji 

fint benh literati, Ji inftructi in lege Domini, diligeniir 

invefiigent; ante omnia, Ji Jidem cathoUcam ^rmitir 

teneant, et verbia JimpUcibus qfferere gueant, Ipjt autem, 

qu3>u» hoc committiiur, cavere debent, ne aut favoris 

gratid, aut cujufcunque muneris ciqnditate ilkcti, & vera 

devient, ut indignum, et mimls idoneum adfacros gradus 

Jufcipiendos, ep^copi manibus applicent Quodjifecerint, 

et ilk, qui indigni accent, ab altari removebttur ; et ilU 

qui donum Sancti Spiritus vendere conatifunt, coram Dbo 

jam condemnati ecclejiajiicd dignitate carebunt. Igitur 

per tres continuos dies diligentir examinentur; et Jic 

Sabbato, qmprobati inventi funt, epijcopo reprefententur.'' 

The reafon why btans rttral were appointed to this 

TbonuiHa. r. >f honourable truft, Thomaffiji ja&ly alleges to he, their 

p.'i.L.ii.c!Ti.' intimate acquaintance with the parties concerned: — 

^ ■ "■ " Qudd atcJfpttBigtci regiuncula fud la'icos clerico/que 

Jingulos de proximo no/cat, morefque eorum habeat explo- 

ratiores, compertiora quoquejludia Utterarum." Where- 

j^a»,/i«.i. fore' the province of Rouen continues them in this 

Pr^p!^' important charge : — " Inquajias de ordinandis clericis 

ca Sataatag. ( ' ) iA.D. mdcxxxl) " Vt oreSnutR ean^doH ad examen caniu$ ptri- 
ot^irn'ra **•"*' accidant," the Roaen conadls alfo decree, " praapitw Jingvlu 
bf CSItfjt, u/ intra lermatot Jk» tttf anat&tf unam fat duaa Ufitem eatidi- 
datu/e/uda* q^gntnt: in qu^tu ai> aliqiio perito facerdaU in cante 
plana et t^ciit eccUfiajUcia riH obeundii, ir^ikuantttr : aUoqu^JaaiU 
fe ab examine rfjiaendot" -, , 
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faciant diligentir tecatii," fays the fynod of Conftance 
(AD. McccLxxv.), " non per eos quos adducunt ordinandi, 
fed per eos quos crediderint mtliUs fcire veritatem, tUm 
de valore patrhnoniorum, quhm de vitd et converfatione 
ipforum. Non concordent tejies, Jed Jingulorum tejiium 
depoJiHones fcribant" 

In the collection of SUdutes of the diocefe of Avranches ccsoiimag. 
(am. mdl.), the thirty-ninth inilitute relates to the duties i'jBsrfi'ifiriB- 
of bean* roral ; — of which, one bears on the preliminaries 
of ordination — the life, converfation, quality, age, and 
general fitnefs of candidates for orders, and the value of 
the patrimony, or title, they will be feverally poffeffed 
of as ordained clerks. The trtans are charged — " Pro 
ordinandis clericis inquajias et informationes per fide 
dignos tejies faciant de ordinandorum vitd, converfatione, 
quaUtate, atate^ et habilitate, necndn patrimonii aut tituU 
valore, tejiitanque depofitiones Jidelit^r Jcribant, et ad no» 
aut officiariot nojiroa afferant, aut per fidelem nuncium 
tranfinittant Similitir cum ad eos mandatum ad banna 
pro vacante betieficio mitlitur, qidsjil patronus, qualijque 
fit preefentatus, inquirant : et quicquid mvenerint S verif- 
fimi rejcribani." And, agtun, in the fortieth ftatute, p.wi. 
there is a canon "pro recipiendis ordinibus," in which 
the tuans are much concerned " Neinipfojlaiim 



{A.D. HScxL.) " VI bnamnniiH JhuUo per opportumora cmtatu et i^^p.131. 
dkecefig loca fchol^ cantui et cvremomarvtn eccl^fiqfiicamm in/lttu- ™^^- 
ajiiur, ad quai dtrici eerSi diebiu i vicinid difixndi cauJA coaoeTnaTtL" 

(*} So the Inlhop of Peterborough recommendii the biihop of Lmcoln sr), nbmta. 
On hu fag^ftioiia for & new regnlatioD of the ecoooiny of the lUif- v'f°^''^S' 
btcaaal office witUa the diocefe of Idncoln) " to inftitvie no derk 
vithont a cert^cate from the btan, of the vacancie, the true patron, the 
r^ratatiDn of the prefentee, &«." 
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Umme qffendatur, providendum de litterd te/ihnoniaU 

ordinandi, Uimfuper tttulo fufficienti, qudmfuper vitd et 

converfatione ejus quijhcris imtiari defiderat. Ea euro 

bctant'S incambitJinguUt infua \iKanata,iitfciUcit quandd 

ad eos Jcribitur fuper informatione faciendd de promo- 

vendis ad ordines, diligentiam vekementem adhibeantfvper 

converfatione honejid promovendorum, tituU veriiate, 

omnijraude/emotd : indicentes eis periadumfa/pet^onis 

in ci^Jraudis, ataie, et literaturd. Itdt lamen qudd de 

duodecim tejiibus requijitis ex more anUquo,fex eliganiur 

per ttetanam, et fex per promovmdum. Et Juper his 

provideantjub poend emenda" &c. 

jeia tiDetreia The fynod of Cambmy (A.D. mdl.), makes the " tejii- 

ui»..p.39. ' monium legitimum ttetanf <iC|irfstfimtiat(s " indifpealable to 

cnta CK^di.' admilKon into, or advBncement in, ho^ orders. And 

p.i5.^»r the provincial council of the fame fee {A.D. mducv.), 

enacts, that no perfons be admitted to the order of 

fub-deacon, " ni/i betanf turalfs, ce/ (ffficialis, vel utriufgue 

tejiimonio per Uteras exprejfo comprohentur" &c. ; — to 

Dtertta Omto. whlch 3 fubfeouent council adds, that the " tefiimoma 

Ptov. Camerae. . ... i,. . i , ^ .. 

Titx.c.i.p.s{. vtta et probitatis morum qua adjerrx debent hjingutis 
ordirumdis, omnind ^gnata Jint h lueianfs niraH&tts, ac 
deinceps ab eifdem betanfs claufa et objignata mittantur, 
fub poend rejectionis corundem, et non adimffionis ij^orum 
ordinandorum. Si quis autem^ne illia Utteris venerit, is 
non admiltatur, immd ne quidim examinetur." See De- 
creta Synodi Tomactnfis {A.D. mdlxxiv.), p. 22. "d« Sacra- 
mento Ordinis." StaiiUa et Ordotmancea faitet A.D. hdc 
par Fran5ois Pericard, ETv^que d'Avranches — p. 304. can. 

sgntdJagk^ Lvii. ; and thofe of the bifliop of Seez (A.D. mdcliii.), 
can. XXI. p. 4^ impoiing on beans ratal the verification 
of the baptifmal regifter of age in each cafe, the l^fiti- 
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macy of birth, amount of patrimony by inheritance or 
otherwife, the publication of the name of the candidate, 
or, at leaft, a certification of the fame having been 
publifhed, &c. &c. 

In cafe of advancement "ad mmores ordines," the ^i*..(D«r«to 
archdeacon is charged in the provincial fynod of Utrecht Pr-,vbiciti uu 
{A.D. MDCCLSiii.), to fend the names of the candidate to f.im.t.t! 
all the aniipitsbgltrs of the diocefe, and the art^picsbettnt, 
again, to their diftrict pa&ors, that prayers may be 
offered up for them in all the churches. 

Dr. Kennett propofes to the bilhop of Lincoln, "to aB*.sM«M, 
call m fome of the graveft and neareft ntial brans to voLh-f-sss. 
exunine and a£BJl at ordinatiom ; and to require candi- 
dates for holy orders, if they have lately refided within 
the diocde, to bring a certificate from the mral Utan, and 
his neighbouring brethren." And the Coavocalional Pro- 
ceedings imder Queen Anne fuggeft, " that in all teliimo- cc. u. b. hh. 
nials required by the bilhop or other ordinary, relating 
to the abilities and manners of candtdaies for holy orders, 
curates, fchoohnafters, or others within their diftricts, 
- a more particular regard fliall be paid to the teftimony 
of rural Beans." See Appointment of aRutaJ Bean in the S^'Jj^I^ 
diocefe of Winehti/ler. """■ 
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CHAPTER II. 

Inbtitution and Induction. 



charge of prelenting ordained clerks to 

; bilhop, or his vicar-general, for infiUviion 

vacant benefices, the bean £hared with the 

'■ *"■ jhdeacon in the diocefe of Tours, by a 

provincial council of Chateau Gontier {A.D. mccxxxi.)— 

the lay and clerical patrons being commanded to employ 

one or other of thefe offlcere for that purpofe. 

In fome diocefes, ftrange as it may appear, arch- 
deacons and attdprftsis enjoyed de confuttudine^ the 
right of inJiiiiUion itfelf. In that of Liege, the former 
ti^ma-.A^K. inftitutedto the larger churches ("in eccle/iis et earum 
Toin.i¥.c.8s«. appemUciis"), the latter to chapels (" in capcUia"), ac- 
cording to the Synodal ScUutea of the year hcclxxxvii : 
— but, in both initances, they were liable to fufpenllon 
by their fuperior, the bilhop, if they deviated from the 

V>nEft»eii (') Upon which plea of cuAom, Innocent III. fupported the ucb- 

TIL uvi "i ''c^'^'^D of Richmond " tn jure iT^iUuemL ; e6 qudd arc/udiacomu Aic 

p. 347. probdffet, fe et pradeceffbret fuo* tn oontimid po/^^^one in/Hiuatdi 

fu^ ; quaitwu de jure comfnuni archidiacono fola inJlUvUo eorporaiu 

competaL" The ftrchdeacon had that power, obfervea Mr. Nelfoo, origi- 

BiMt^Oti nally from the bifhop, bec&ufe the jurifdicdon of the whole diocefe was 

airgg, p.64. ju jijon befinre there was on archdeacon ; but, the grant which he had 

bang loft, and it being cuAomary for him to it^iitttte, by virtue (as it 

mnfl be fnppofed) of fnch ori^al grant, he may therefore prefcrihe to 

do it Sudi was, probably, the origin of the «ctlfK*b|;[tn nital'K jariT- 

(Uction in inftituUng clerks, wherever it obtained. 
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canon of tnjiitntion, and collated any clerk to a benefice 
who had not attained the age of twenty-fire years. — 
Again, in the Summa Sihefirina it is afked, at foL xxxix. 
Dt artli(jir(«faBtero— " Utrikm artfifpnsbstcr nrealfe haheat ^^^f^' 
aiUoritatem injlitucndi feu confirmandi prtx/entcUos h pa- foLzuix. 
fy-onig in ecdtjiia qua funt fid) fw) ^Itbanattl ?"~^and 
anfwered, *' Qudd de communijure non poteft :—fecii» ex 
confuetudine prajcriptd, Jicul acctdit in arcMepi/copatu 
Florentmo : quit uterqtte arcki^i/copu» et arclifpreftbpirr 
ntraHs/eu plHiannft pote/i co^rmare prafentaium Jibi : et 
ad quern primd recurrit iUe expedit" 

Injiitidion, however, was, generally, the act of the 
biihop ; and the fubfequent one of induciion alone that of 
the trean, or BTCf^refl&stec ntral, who received the man- 
date of the ordinary, and gave the new clerk corporal 
pqffijion under it, accepting no fee for the duty per- 
formed — " 'Secanf pro mijfiombut dericorum inpoffeffionem cc. it. b. hh. 
ecelefiarum, in qmbut fuorint per epifcopum in/iituti, tuhil ° '' ''' 
omnind recipere, vcl extorquere prajimumt." (Coit/i. W. de 
Cantilupo Wigorn. Epyk. A.D. mccxl.) 

" In plerifque dicece/tbtta," fays Van Efpen, "Jus eft ^f^i^^^ 
airtlfptesfestfrfe introdvcendi pqftores altofque bmeficiatos ^J,^^,^ 
in pojfejfionem; recipiendi ab iia fidei proftffionem aUaque o— *»»«■ "t 
JoUtaJttratnenta. Quinimd in quibufdam locit obtinuit, ut 
nulla lilera cura ammarum defervitttreE, vet vicepaftoratus 
cmquam fifffragentur, nifi preevii ardi^usbeteifl iJiUia 
diftrict^ exhjheantur, et ab eodemfubjignenttar." 

But, in the Bel^an churches, corporal injiittition or ^^fii th. in. 
induction was not the nital tiean's dejure communi, nor ^VirT-iiTi. 
even the archdeacon's, but the bifhop's alone ; who °' "' ^' 
ufually committed it to the btan of the diftrict, as the 
hitter's refidence in the country enabled him more 
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conveniently to perform the ceremony^ adminifter the 

Slat. sgud. oath ', &c. " Setanoniin offidum eft" fays the fynod of 

TitYiL^vi' Ypres {A.D. MDLXXVii.) .... "nomtir provi/hi de paro- 

ckiali ecclefid, out alio benefido Kclefiaftico (vi/is littcru 

coUationis non vitiatia, non cancellatis, neque aliqud parte 

JtU fujpectis) in veram, reakm, et corporalem ben^ciorum 

collatorum pqffejjionem per pulfum campatuE, traditionem 

davium, miffaliiy calids, aid ornamentorwn, et o/culum 

altaris, atque fub alOs /olemnitatibtta, pro conjuetudine 

debitis et requifttis, inducere, et conjlituere, mediattte 

cip VIII. fummarid renovatione juramenli &c." And farther ; — 

becaufe f^e letters of induction were fometimes fub- 

ftituted, it was decreed by the fame fynod, that do 

VanEfpen (') The oath taVen by the perfon inducted wu to tlmefitct; — "Ego 

pTi^ntiim ^' ■'''"' *' promiUo obtdienUam, reveretiHam et hemortm fummo pm- 
cii. pp.SSO-Sl. tifici Romajio, ac R. domino epifcopo X. eonatdtmque fucceffbribui. 
Item jura et promiito ecelejue mete,parocAiati de N. fidditkr defimn 
ficttwSan onerit HU annexi eaigen&am, tt in eo pfr/onalHir refiden. 
Bona pafloratw vel eccie/MB mea turn alietuAoi ^ iiuUriii eUiauUa, 
quanium in me erit, Jideii&r rectiptTare JhidAo. Specyica&mem om- 
nium Jructuum paftorat&» nut, cum detntd defigmUiaiu hypothecanm, 
limitum et ttrminorwm, hiira annum Afyfio TuUioilatit et Joaimit Bi^ 
Ufia proximi venturo, Kt^bfttthsUm tradam ; fruttuM anrd, m quo me 
mori out meam eede/iam dmittere con&nget, fvbjicio et obUgo ad tmt- 
dtU/iUm dejervitta-am i^que adfejiam N. Sti Joannii Baptijlm, mortem 
vel dimifflojtem meam prarimi Jub/ecuturum. Sic me Ubub, &c." HtU 
oath was renewed by the fynod of Malines (_A.D. uscix.), a&d ordtted 
to be taken before the ratal Dnn and two other witnefTes ; and, together 
with the profeflion of the iitduaUi* ^th (according to the fbim of Pope 
Viaa IV.), waa (o be entered in the regiftry of the ticsius, with date, wit- 
nefles, &c Nearly the like oath waa taken, before the lltan, on induc&i; 
the fame, or any other perfon, into a benefice veithout cure of Ibuk — 
mutati* mvtandi*. — See alfo CC. Rotomag, Prov. P. ii. p. 446. Sj/nod* 
Sagietffit, and Decreta et Ordinata Diace/u Gandaoei^U, A.D. hdcl. 
pp. 121, feqq>, for the {brtna of thefe jtmunenta aa taken bj [ 
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presbyters Ihould interfere in any cafe of ittductum (even 
though the letters fhould be addrefled generally to all 
presbyters) without the fanction and confent of the item. 
But to return to our infular ufages, for examples of 
the employment of our bfllan offfcen in giving corporal 
^w^e^'ore of benefices: — On Saint Lucy's day(-A7>.Mccxx), «<««««■, Paro- 
Richard, tutal Uean of Wodefdon, inducted the prior and y^jfJ!^, 
canons of Saint Frideswide, Oxford, into the appropriated ^i^^„ 
tithes of Oatle, and certified it by fpecial inftrument, ^^^'o^/ 
concluding thus—" Ego et pluret alii virijide digni de ™»-p"*) 
t.apftafo de Wittefdon in hiffiu rei t^tmomum kuicfcriplo 
sfgilla nojira igipqfwmtu." — And again, on the eighth of 
April (A.D. Hcccxxvii.), by mandate from Henry biftiop 
of Lincoln, the nreal xab-tttan of Wodefdon, who was 
vicar of Wynchendon, inducted the aforefmd prior and 

capeUaues, &c. "And why," sflce Van Eliwii, " was this fpeclfication K^diPutn. 

of ecdefiaflical property to be eihilnted to the nc^prffAjitn, as the Jgg""'" '■ '" 

Infliop'B vicar ? — why — hot that he might, in place of the bUhop, fee to 

its dne coDferraUon, and that no part of it was loll or deteriorated, 

while in the keeping of the beneficiary! " In compliance with this 

oath, all laceUanes, paAors, and beneficed perfons, were comnumded by 

die fynod of Ghent (A,D. mdcl.) to deliver, after induction, an exact Daereia Dbte. 

inTentory of all their goods, and rights accruing otit of thar refpecttve ju!i^n^iiii 

benefices, to the srrbptUKt* or btan* of 0|»iMUil(t|! ; and alfo a full 

(latement of a)l taxes paid by each benefice, that the fame might he kept lU xi. e. m. 

in the archlTes of the diocefe. — Moreover, by the ftatntes of the fame 

f^nod, anthority was given to the «nltftinil5 to demand the original Dtcrria Diae. 

documents, or authentic copies, of all ecclefialticat endowments, to be 'i'ii.zx. <^r. 

exhibited to them by the patrons of the benefices widun thdr tx^ifit%- P- ^'^^ 

bStnatt*. (See alfo Slot. Duec Synod. Yprenf. T. xi.) And by the fynod 

of Antwerp iA.D. mdcx.) they were attOiorifed, at the time of vifiting 

the parochial clergy, to examine the titles of coUatimi, inflUuHon, and 

po^^an (f bmefice*. under which each incumbent held ; and the clergy 

were charged to exMbit the inlbrumeats, on demand. 
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canons, in the perfon of John de Abingdon, into the fame 
church, with the annexed chapels of Brill, Borfiall, and 
Adingrave. 

For this official act, as 1 have faid, no fee was allowed 

to the inductor. The Dtan ntral of the diocefe of Wor- 

cefter is expreffly forbidden to demand or accept any by 

the canon above quoted. And in a rejbript to the arch- 

bifliop of Canterbury (De Simonid, cap. xxxvi.) Pope 

Innocent III. ui^es on the primate, *' Ut pravam cori/ue- 

tudinem de JitS provincid Jiudeai abolere, per quam pro 

mve/iiturd, archtdiaconi mancham argenti, ndnores vera 

tictanf vaccatn albamjtbi dare pojiulant, vel certamjbhi 

pecunia quanttialem."~~Sk cuftom equally condemned by 

^^EMf"^' Honoriua 11. to the bilhop and clergy of Liege — amongft 

Tt^^^t'' ^^°^ ^^ reprobates " deteftabilem am/Uetudinem exigendi 

Tom.xii.p.]^%. per arcfttdiaconoa et liecanos determinatam pecumam dein- 

vejlituris ecclejiarum et altarium." 

But, in utter difregard of papal refcripts of inhibition, 
the archidiaconal and other agents of induction, in the 
next century, feem to have continued fadly extortionate 
in the performance of the duty — delaying the act itfelf 
and its certification for a molt unreafonable time, under 
the hope of increafing their unlawful profits. In confe- 
querice of which abufe, Archbifliop Stratford interpofed 
cc.MB.HH. with an Extravagant (A.V. mcccxlii.), fi-rongly condem- 
""'' ' natory of the practice, and bidding archdeacons and 
other eccle{laft:ical minifiers, in obedience to mandates 
of induction from the bifliop, to perform the ceremony 
without delay, and to be Satisfied with moderate charges — 
ds. Ad. for the archdeacon, and 2s. for his official — to be 
paid in money or other commodities, at the option of 
the inducted clerk. (Can. in. De Inductionibut ftc.) 
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It ihould feem, fays the learned Mr. Johnfon in a note Ecfi^aaa 
upon this provincial conftitution, the practice which now > •>'>!« O. 
prevails for the archdeacon to give a mandate for the 
irifiituted clerk to he inducted hy one that was not official, 
had its beginning in Lyndwood's time. For he propofes 
the queftion, whether the archdeacon in this cafe fhall 
have any thing, and anfwers peremptorily in the negative ; 
but that the inductor fhall have what is fufficient for one 
of his degree : — " Inducena kabebit ab induclo ai'pen/aa [^^^^', 
neceffariat fuo Jiaiui con^Ktentes fub moderatione qux p-i^' 
conceditur ipji archidiacono, vet ejus offidali, &c." 

The titan tntal was often thus vUariouJly appointed to 
the office of induction by the archdeacon (" c^us ojfficium 
eji" glofTes the bilhop of Saint David's, " admijfos ad 2^^jj,^^^ 
beneficia ecckjtajlica hiducere in corporalem beneficii pof- 
feffionem"), after the canon lawyers had deprived the PanMidAtai- 
fonner of his priority of jurifdiction in the matter, and p"m.' ""' "" 
Utters of induction had begun to he addrelTed to the 
archdeacon, primarily, inftead of the litan '. 

Dr. Kennett fnggefts to the bilhop of Lincoln " to sow. »*«*«. 
have the mandates for tnducft'on into parochial churches, TaLii.p.358.' 
idlwaie directed, as of old, to the rnial litan." — "To 
licenfe no curate or fcholemafter without a certificate 
from the ratal bean, of the perfon, the place, the falary, 
the duties Ac." — " To injiitute no clerk without a like 
account from the bean, of the vacancie, the true patron, 
the reputation of the prefentee, &c." 

Laftly, in the Proceedings in Convocation refpecting cc.w.jj.(im. 

(*) A.D. Mcccc. The bilhop of Norwich wrote to the ttan of las own BiDimaaM'i 
manon to induct Tbo. Brademere de Hogbam, pried, according to ^^^' ^°'' '' 
c^fiem, die arcbdeacoD never inducting any one in the tufhop'R manors. ^ -. -. ^ [ , 
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rural J)ean« (^A.D. mdccx.). it is propofed by the Uj^xr 
Uovfe as worthy of confideration, " how far it may be 
practicable, that mandates of induciion be directed to the 
rwcal tean to be executed by him, or any other neigh- 
bouring minifter." 

Moti refpectfiilly, but eameflly, would I folicit the 
attention of the right reverend the bifliops to the fug- 
geflions thrown out by Dr. Kennett in reply to the 
biihop of Lincoln, and by the Convocation in obedience 
to the mandate of Queen Anne, refpecting the refiora- 
tion of brans mral to the antiquated duties, which are the 
fubject of the prefent and preceding chapters, and which 
cannot be too foon^ nor too generally revived, in my 
opinion, under fuch high lanction, in fbrtherance of that 
important department of church-difcipline to which they 
appertain — the ordijiation, inftiliition, and induction of 
clerks. The fuggeftions are the more valuable, becaufe 
they are perfectly practicable, and need only to be tried 
in order to be approved. 



Digitized .yGOO^Ie 



8B3T.IX.] 



eUiti«K mOi CEntiSntion. 



375 



SECTION IX. 

CiTATOBT AND CkRTIFICATORT DuTUS. 




__ _,J|S mimfteri^ officers of fuperior prelates — ijjni. pntine. 

PHpg " Mitti/iri tdm ep^coporum, quhm orchidia^ gi. in r. etiMoi! 

" — **' conorum" — tteans niral were concerned in 
the citation of delinquents into* the fpiritual 
courts, and maldrig certi^catory returns — "JBecanf rUTalfs p.8i.^(.inT. 
offidum eji, in caufis ecclefiajlicis citaiiones et trar^mijpas 
exequi; — ciffut JigUlum in taUbus eJi authenticum," faya 
the biihop of Saint David's. " They were to receive Dr. f\m ^ 
Warrants from the biOiop or his fubftitute," writes the b.t.p.$(it. 
dean of Gloucefter, " and by vertue thereof to cite all 
fuch to make their appearance before the chiefe paftour 
or bilbop, as were upon any occafion to be convented 
before him : and this their citation of fuch parties to be 
convented, under the feale of their office they were to 
certi/fe the bifhop of." 

Their interference in thefe proceedings, Mr. Somner -<««?itOfe. </ 
confines *' to caufes of moment, and when the clei^ of PutZ^it. 
their refpective lieanries were the fubjects of citation; on 



(>) Perrons cited before t<ntrtt-(£|K(ftixn, whether by btinn tuial or Omfl. SgaedaL 
other oflicen, were eiempt from arreA. All violators of this privilege of ^^^^mb. 
the chnrch vrere to be Bdmonithed by the Of anti to grant to the aggrieved ■^■^' "cccci-t, 
immediate liberetioii, and recompence for iajary fnftained. Non-com- 
pliance on the part of D&*endec8 was fubject to peremptory and tmcondi- 
tional excommnnication. Fide Can. " Qu^t&r vetueTtlet ad curiam de- 
htnt pUnd liiertaU gaudtre." ■ 
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which occaGoas, at leaft, the warrant was often directed, 
committed, and entnilled to the execution of the titaxa : 
and they, as a part of their office, either executed the 
fame themfelves, or elfe caufed it to be executed by 
their apparitors, fervMits, beadles, or meffengers" — "per 
ca^toonn. je^ atU certoa fuoa nuncios tt fidclca." But there feems 
caM.B^H. no reafon for the antiquary's reltriction of iKtanal inter- 
pofltion to ftich cafes alone. Indeed, thefe officers were 
general minifters of citation in confequence of the mal- 
practices of others difqualifying them for the truit. 

htUer$ offummons, it appears from the twenty-fixth 
conftitution of Otho, had been prenoufly executed, " at 
the iniligation of the promoters of them, in a way moil 
CMi.oibaD. crafty and nefarious : " — " A multia accepimus" fays the 
'' ' deacon cardinal, " qudd citatorias literas impetrante*, eat 

ad locum, in quo morari dicitur, qw citatur,p«* trvs deftir 
nant garciones, quasjup&r altare loci ^ufdem eccle/ia, vd 
ibidim in loco alio duo ponunt, et tertius Jiatim ra^. Ex 
quo _fiX iU duobus pojimodtim teftijicantibus, qudd ilium 
citayerint,^'urta morem et confttetudinem regionis, excom- 
fnumcofur vel Ju^nditur, ut contumax, qui contumada 
prorj^ utpoti citationis ne/ciua vel expers erat." — ^To 
guard againft fuch abufes in future, the minilterial part 
of the dtalory procefs was changed by the l^ate, and the 
mandates ordered to be always ferved by an officer of the 
fpiritual court (on the perfon, if he could be found, or, 
otherwife, by publication in the church), or, at leqft, 
directed to tiie ratal tiean of the Ittanrg, for feithful exe- 
cmi/i. otbm. cution by bimfelf or deputies. Thirty years afterwards 
Edu. o^ ' (A.D. uccLxviii.)> the fame confutation was confirmed 
by Cardinal Othobon ; — with the addition, that, unle& 
a return were made by the tutal turn, or other definite 
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peifon (" arJntrio demandantU," glofe.) of the due execu- 
tion of the mmmont, no punifhroent Ihould be inflicted 
for difobedience of the injunction. 

Scarce, however, had the brans been appointed to the 
office of receiving and tranfmitting letters of citation and 
eertijicate, than fome of them began to abufe their truft ; 
as appears from Archbifliop Peckham's twelfth conftitu- 
tionof Lambeth,X)e certificationibus/oaendu.* — "Quidam ccu.B.itt. 
nitaKam bctanontm in citationibus faciendis, corOra com- "' ** 
munem juris ordinem de kuiferumd verfutid meritd di^ 
matUur, qtd vis. certificationem Jubdolam vendurU pro 
peetmA fiUia faljitatis, nulld citatione ad notitiam citati 
ante certificationem ht^t^odi, vel poji earn oJiquateTtiit 
vemente, undi jrequenter evenit, ut innocent damnetur." 
For the prevention of which detiuled knavery, it is j. 



under the feal of a lueon itual, to any applicant whatever, 
till it has been publickly read " intra miffarum Jblennia," 
on Sunday or other feftival, in the church where the 
cited party dwells (^"fovet larem "), or for the moft part cau.a.*iH. 
reforts:— (" Ut per hoc conftart pojjit" fays Lyndwood, iv,,X*ItL.n. 
"qudd Irtcantn {^tponent figUlum non eji in dolo veljraude, "^ '' •*■*'■ 
^giilando forthn ^um vel falfttm certi6catorium.") — 
Moreover, that the died have fufficient time allowed him 
to make his appearance at the place and day appointed: 

(') In Oogfaton's Ordo JiuSetorwn, Tit xnvi. "Quid Jit certtfioato- VoLi. p.SL 
rium autJitnlicum," it is noted . . . . " Quod in omni eertificatoiio au- 
UenUco," aceording to the practice of the Conrt of Arches, " arehidia- 
comu, Q^lc>aK(,cammij7!mtt*, wt Ottsimf ninUf (91H <It(»o enti^ofor^ 
JigUtvm qffidijui appo/iiii) Ufl^cari dt^t,fiJigiUum hujujmodi appo- 
finffi, ad fpeeiaJem, Jeu peifonaUm requifitxtmem mandatarU; oHit 
non vaift htm^nodi cert^catorium, nee didtur outkenHcum." ,-. , 
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--or, if the cafe will not admit of fuch delay, then that 
the eortificatory be g^ven in the church, or other public 
place, before witneffes, q/Io* cittUum previoufly made be- 
fore witnelfes alfo ; die time and place being noticed in 
the return; — and that no eertifieatory be granted, upon 
any plea whatever, before citation. To the ftrict obfer- 
vance of all which regulations the beans were to be fwom 
ft«f«rtjji..ii. annually at the epifcopal fynod — " Quid, per eos potOit 
gi la T. ttnmi qvimt per altoa, qui habent^gilla autkenticat multte fiebant 
Jratides," fays Lyndwood : — and again, in explication of 
the annual repetition of the oath (fufficiently explained, 
gL In. T.m^i one would think, in the limited duration oS the tttan's 
""^ tenancy of o£Bce, and the yearly recurrence of the dio- 

cefen fynod), he fubjoins, with his wonted feverity and 

y^u'^m^' illiberality of in0nuation " Aliita pqfiqiidmjuraH 

effent, non oporteret kifft^modi Juramentum reqtdrit niji 
Juheffet cat^aji^ptcumis." 
PntbKiaiun. It primary citatioru in caufes of correction {"dtatiowM 
p. »i. primaruE, i. e. primd vice omantuttes, Lynd. pro correctumi- 

bus delinquentium") liTued by biihops and archdeacons, 
or their ofBcials, were tranfmitted through any rector, 
vicar, or other parochial minifler than * the rural bean, 

3tr^-< ^mub (>) " Whereas, law hadt plunly forbidden," &ys BUhop Freftk of 
^V^£^" Norwich (^.D. mdwsx.), " that proctji oat of the court Dioold be 
P.ti.i^eEr7-98. awarded to be ferved by the adveife partyi or any of hiB aOigmnent, 
whereof we fee by daily experience the inconTeniency ; for that lite 
adversary, keeping the proeefi by luin, will await fndi tiine and boGotA 
of the party, th&t he cannot appear, and often fuch Itender rttumi are 
made aa bear no credit: it were ^atly to the futha«nce of jnftin and 
indifierent dealin^f, all procefi Ihould he directed \o the tttatlf null or 
ynpnintntbsiltf in their feveral Otmiiiy, by their officers to be executed, 
and returned aathentically, according to law. Wheret^ the fnbject Ihall 
have no caofe of grief; and j«llice bettor may be excented." 
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official, apparitor, or fervant,it was deemed nncanonical; 
— the delinquents fo cited were abfolyed from obedience ; 
and the citations, with the cenfures and procelfes confe- 
quent upon them, were " ij^ojure " null and void. 

Examples of the emplojrment of beans ratal, as/unh 
monera to Aiperior coartMSfittetfan, abound in our ancient 
hiftories of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In 
the Chronica W. Thorn, A.D. mccc., the reader will find ^Sj""- 
an ordination of ruial btanrfrs by Thomas Fyndon, abbot 
of St. Auguiline ; and, the following yeta, a procefs car- 
ried on againft Peter de Milde(tede, vicar of Faverfham, 
in which the nital bean of Lenham, the laft on the lilt of 
the abbofs fore-appointed becanatnt, is employed by his 
commifBuy to cite the delinquent vicar (previoufly de- 
clared contumacious, and fufpebded ab ingreffu ecclejia!) 
"coram domino abbate vet ejua comstdffario in eccle/id 
Sancti Auguftini Cant. ^." Then follows the cerijffcjrfo- 
rium of the btait, which, as a curiofity, I tranfcribe, ftating 
the due execution of the mandate of citation : — 

" VenerandiE difiretionit viro, commiffario ceBwoiiVw coi.wsi, lesi. 
PatrtM Dei Gratid Abbatia Sancti AuguJtini Cant/uw "^ 
htmilis et devotua betanas .be %tniam obedientiam, reve- 
rentiam, et konorem. Mandatum vtjirum fufce^ in hac 
verba S^. Auctor&aie cu^ua mandati prafattan xncarivm 
qudd compareat coram vobia dictis die et loco peremptorii 
citavi, dicitur tamen vtUgaritir qudd tft abfena et vagabim- 
dut. Et Jic mandatum vefirum/ectmdum jiti Jbrmam et 
e^ffhetum reveretOir quatenita potui fum executus" The 
rebellious vicar ftill keeping aloof, in contempt of the 
cotttt-Cdristfan, bran niial, comnuflary, and dbbot, he is 
declared fufpended and excommunicate, in bis own 
church of Faverfham, and throughout the brantrs of 
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Lenham ; and the commii&ry, at laft, denounces him 
an incorrigible excommunicate, deprived of all pre- 
ferment. 

Prynne's Ufvrpationa afford a fecond hiilorical anec- 
dote of citation by trcani mtal. Being concerned in the 
applicatory part of all admonitions,yun»no^Mi rettmu, 
and cenfures of the cburchj and the whole of its difd- 
pline> in country diftricts, being practically vefled in 
them and their apparitors, we may readily conceive that 
they were fometimes expofed to infult and injury from 
the unruly violators of the church's peace. Accordingly, 
ptfi njwrm- we read in Prynne, " Qudd quidam malefactores el padt 

p. tn. "" '"" noftrte perturbatoreg. Richardum Chrifiian Ittainm 

Robert! Archiepifcopi Cantuar. de Ofpringe per ^/ian 
arddepifcopum ufque Sellinges miffvm, ad qw^3am cita- 
tiones ct alia, qwE ei ratiotie officii fui JpirUuaUx incumbt- 
bant faeimda, apud pradictam villam de Sellinges ctpe- 
rtmt, et if^um verfus pofteriora eqid iUius retroterjum ti 
caudam ^u/dem equi in numu fttA loco Jrani teneniem 
equitare inhumani compulertml; i^um etidm^e eqwtan- 
tem per medium ^ufdem villa de Sellinges cantibuM el 
ehoreis illudendo duJrerunt, et pojieb, caudam illam, el 
auriculoM ac labia ejufdem equi abfcidenmtr et ij^um titta.- 
nutn m lutum Jbrdidum pro^ecerunt, ^itmque quo nanus 
offidumfuper Jibi per prafaL archiep. comndjit et \i0wk- 
tia exercere potuit impediverunt &c." For which af&ult, 
HaitofiBiA <t thus circumiEtuitially fet forth, " the king directed his 
P.SIM. "' writ to the iheriff, to make inqmry by inquilidon of a 
jury concerning it" 
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SECTION X. 

Btunal Apparitoks. 
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I aid the Beans in the execution of certain 
' branches of their office, the church allowed 
k them the ufe of bedels or apparitors — " ^fecanf i 
I tntaUs," fays Lyndwood, "in qitibiifdam par- [^-^^ 
tibus habmt Jwydictionem, et appaiitor^s^u bedellos^^t ^ 
intendentes." In reference to the bifliop, the beans 
themfelves ftood in the capacity of Jitmmoners ' — " Quan- l. m. t. imi. 
turn tji od e^fcopum, intelligi potefi qudd ipji Irttanf funt ^^ p. im. 
^us apparitores : " and in the fame relation to the beans, 
flood their own perfonal officers, who were employed to 
cUe the clergy to chapters, vt/ttations, and convocatiom, AttaAorr'. at- 
(for the mandates for the choice of convocation-clerks Sj^ii?*^' 
paffed through the hands of bean» roral), and to execute p'S^^' 

nut I. p. 170. 

(') "D'n't archiepyc. qfficiario Jiio falidem. — Amoveatur apparitor £z stttilti-Viu, 
(u^ JubdUit nof&ii oturo/iu occa/ione queJiHt extorquendii et com- y^^^'- 
pkalur ^uM qfficium per Dttamim fiad extUit hactnAt obfinatum. KoDHBti'a P»- 
Idem etiam ttttinitf infuode eetero Dttanaifa _^ fine qudmt itgt^HdJeDi- voi.ii.p[sil. 
tidjeque^ator, et fupafivitai mimflrantm indebita undique deleatur ne 
improperia dein^pifub mchoatit UdiU abbreviejU diet nofirot &c." 

In the capadty of epifcopal,^(mfno7ier«, tttrnf runl were pnrpofed to Bdimaiio 
have been commilBoned by onr eodefiaftical-law reformers. Hiej were ^'j^^jtt 
to b&ve nude known the time of the epilcc^al fjnod to the rural clergy, 
in order to enfure their attendance at it — (a dnty enrolled in oar earlier 
pages under /ynodieal diUiei)—" Siugulo quoque anao fynodut ab epi- 
Jaopo indicetur, curetque diem con<£cfam omnibtu pq/loribut qidJUnt m 
agTo per ll«t«M» ruriJJMr/ot indtcari &c." 
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Jumnumfoa aad Judicial writs from the tttvat-i£iti%Han, on 
ccM.B.,ta. behalf and in place of their mafiers. They were alio 
A.D.'uUxii ftipervifors of manners, and bound to notify to their 
employers any immorahties, or breaches of church-difci- 
pline, which occurred in their prefence, or reached them 
by information ; and, as the principals were punifhable 
by removal from ofSce, if they accepted any pecuniary 
bribe for concealing^ or too lightly punifhing, the crimes 
of offenders, fo alfo were the mider-officers fubject to 
the fevere correction of the bifhop's official for the like 
connivance and corruption. See Conji. W. de Cantilupo, 
Wigorn. Epifc. Can. " Qudd qfficiales vel iKtanf ^." 
vS^/th^ By Archbilhop Boniface's Lambeth conftitution (^A,D. 
HCCLXI.) De t^pariioribusjite bedellis — certain r^ulations 
were eftablifhed to remedy the *' gravamina et exceffia' 

refulting from the abufe of aj^mritors " Cifn pro 

faciendis execuUonihua-, aut pro aUia neceffilcdihus ad hof- 
pUia rectorum, viutriorum,feu capellanorum, vet aUorum 
facerdotum vet dericorum aut religioforum eo» decUnare 
coniigerit, nihil omnirtd ratione procurationis vel alteriiu 
Jervitii exigant ab eifdem,fed cum gratiarum actione red- 
pientes ea, qucE eta ab hq^Uibus i^^ntntw, ilUs cont&iti 
exigant : neque per nimcioa aut fubbedellos,^/ed pcrfe^oi 
executionea fadant praceptorum. Sic." Moreover, ibey 
were not of themfelves to pafs fentences of excommu- 
nication, interdict, or fufpenflon ; nor to denounce 
judgments palled by others, without the fpecial letters 
of their principds. Such fentences, otherwife dehvered 
by them, were not obligatory in law, and mi^t be dif- 
regarded with impunity. And laftly, inafmuch as it was 
the eamelt delire of the church to exonerate the clergy 
from illegal charges, if aj^xtritort, in violation and con- 
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tempt of her reftrictire confiitutions, were ftill burden- 
fome and expeDllre in their vifitings, they were to be 
puniihed with feverity, and compelled to make double 
reftitution to the aggrieved party. 

Thefe rules, I have no doubt, extended to aU appari- 
tort. The Dublin fynod (^.I?. mccxvil), had paffed the 
lame, or nearly fo, long before; expreffly reftricting 
archidiaconal andSManal Aedeis by name — "tedelh_/eu cc.M.B.ttB. 
^paritores, archidiaconis nojirii vel tretanfs intendmlM, '''' 
&c" And, under pain of excommunication, the fame 
officers were inhibited to ride in the diocefe of Norwich 
— " InhAemus Jvb pemd excommunicationis, ne bedelli i^^p.Tss. 
archidtaconorum Jeu becanotum habeanl equUcUuras, fed 
peditet incedant, nejint onero/i provincia" — (^.D.mcclvii.) 
—though'in the diocefe of Winchefter (in the la^er 
treaniits at leaft) they were allowed the aid of horfes for 
the more expeditious delivery of their mandates : — " Sit ^M Voi. n. 
in quolibet Ifrtanatn umcw duntaxbt apparitor, ^ne equo, ^ 
excepti* diffufiorilnia Iritanatfbus, in qmbua parmittknus 
apparitores eorum equiles effe, cum rum poffimt peditea, 
cum ceteritate debitd, omnia quee eis nos, vel qfficiaUs 
nojier, a%d archidiaconus, vel ojfidales eorum ii^unxerimus 
tspedire, &c." (^A.D. Mcccvni). 

Biftiop Bleys of Worcefter (^A,D. hccxix.) ordered 
that every apparitor attached to a Irtan Ihould be, at leaft, 
of the order of acolyth — " Nullus ttetanos habeat appari- Ejm. voi. i. 
torem niji Jwrit ille clericus, ad minus ordtnatus in "' 
acoUtum." 

Notwithftanding the particularity of the cited limita- 
tions, and the feverity of the penalties on difobedience, 
it feems, the aj^ritors contrived to evade them : — 
whence the neceffity of the fubfequent Extravagant o{'£^^'^^ 
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vcia'^'m' Archbifliop Stratford (A.D. mcccxlq.). reibicting the 
pnth,eMi..ni. number to one foot-bedel in each beanrs (" tbmfub archir 
w^^^^itaH. *' diacono qudm titana" iajs Lyndwood), without any 
horfeman ; the latter being granted to the bifhop alone. 
This walking apparitor is allowed, by the provincial 
conftitution of the archbifliop, to remain only one nigfat 
and day at the lame rectory or vicarage, in each quarter 
of the year, unlefs fpecially invited to ftay longer. He 
is forbidden to levy contributions of money, wool, lambs, 
or other perquUites, and is tbankfiilly to receive what- 
ever is freely prefented to him. Any excels in retinue 
of apparitors is, tj^ faxio, fufpenfion of the bean from 
office, until he again reduce them to the canonical limit. 
And, on the apparitor's Me, any deviation from the 
ftrict letter of the law, either in being himself of the 
number fo augmented, or in the mode of adminiltering 
the peribnal duties of his office, is immediate depofition, 
^fo facto, and perpetual incapacity to refume the appor 
ritorial functions '. 



Brawn'* FaM- (') Great u were tbe &ulU nod nomeroiu the tTan^reflioiis of the 
'•^^^^f'^ officers of the ratal Dtans of E^hmd, diey are quite edipfed by thcrfe of 
foreign oflinal luiderlings. Tbe «-li»»u-tfi- of the official! of artftyttwH 
ia thus given in tbe " Oravanwta centum Germamea Nationit :" — 
"lt. ftnttptM^fitmnuin quoque <^cialet, vt plurtmimtJiaU tndooU, 
inAabilet, injuper etjcurriliinu moribtu, nihil penji haberUet, mM mxnU* 
quim ptcumam. Et quhtn notorie in pubtidt degant peccatu aefiui- 
noriinu, quotidiano di/ciiur u^, per ipiod laid, fuot 06 admiffa, ddiUo 
modo compere, ac in pietaU Chrifiiand eraditiora et mtHam rttUa* 
debebant, net&tn ad meliortmjrvgem non perduciaUvr,Jid affauSaiiit 
onerantur poUiu. Ad hae per leeeM ac miet hot i^ciaihm pttftmat, 
in guorum eonfctenUi; nulla Ckriftiana ptetatu viget ratio, fid tan&m 
fieleratut habendi amor, laid miferi ad vtoum ufque in boMM Juu Jpoli- 
tattuT, ac depradantur," &c. 
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Subject to thefe regulations, the lican niral contmuad 
to employ this fervant ' till the period of the Refonna- 
tion ; when the latter entirely disappeared, and the 
former preferred httle more than a nominal exiftence — 
" the cipher of a function." The Canons of Houtxi. spunv-i ca. 
continue the Iftan ntial, hut fay nothing of his apparitor, tain.^^ 
Nor, in the Cor^tviUmtEccUjqfikal of udxcvii., or thofe 
of MScnL, does the latter any more appear ; — unlefs, CHbn>n-i c«{» 
perchance, he be included among the Jwnmoner; oC'in- xi.m.'ap.Tii. 
ferior ordmarUt " there menticmed. But the abortive ^ 
Rrformatio Legtun Ecclefiajikarum of Henry VIII. and 
Edward VI., when relioring anliiiTefltiBteni. or trcRiu mral, o.ut^Uft. 
to their fiill powers and ufefulnefs, would alfo have <^ v. p. 99. 
granted to each the fervices of an apparitor. And fuch, ccu-a.ttH. 
in the next century, was the intention of Bifhop Bedell * "" *^ 
of Kilmore ; — indeed, he expreHly orders his reftored 
Kcans mtal to employ the fervices of their apparU-org (one 
in each of the tiiree Ittanrfcft of the diocefe) for diitri- 
buting epifcopal mandat&i to their compresbyters. 

In the iflands of Jerfey and Gruemfey, the Coti/Htuttons 

" Hie CWiliaiu hkve fo low an opinion of k 6ea<fle or an apparitor, A;l]Bb'i P^tr- 
that they call him animal tan&m rationaU; by which it may be in- f^t-^^- 
ferred, that he is of a meaner capacity than a flieriff*B officer : and there- 
fore, fuce he is foch an incomprehenJiMt, it is fit the court fhoold not be 
tnmbled with many of them, &c." 

(') " Whereas the lewdnefa of apparitor*, fcooring of the conntriei ; Vi^k'tPaptr. 
following their maller'a trade asd ezercife ; fome have been detected of ^^^J^^l^ 
forty marhB bribery in half a qoarter of a year, in half a DnrRt]) ; the %m,y^n^tt. 
tarn nral or SHjPttitttnitUml fhall caofe fome honeft, religions, quick j^n'tT^^i 
perfon, to whom he fhall upon lua credit commit thoTe things he Diall 
be put in tmll mth. Wbo, atten^ng every confiftory day upon the 
court, may certify and return all proceflet ; and advertife of all aboTes 
needing refbrmation." 
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and Canons Eecle/tq/Hcal grant to the liCBn one ofparUor, 
who, in aidance of the proems of citation, may fwear to 
FSiTTiS^onuit, *^^ duties thereof the clerks of pariihes : — " xlvii. Pour 
■*^^ ^°"'' «^ectrfcr lea citations et Jemoncet, h figgin affermentera let 
coi{/ieura des paroiffes, et un appariteur, lefqvdt dormeront 
fidilt ricordde leurs ea^its, en domumt copie des cUtdioni 
et mandats originels h ceux qid h requerront, et en ahfrnce 
de la partie aux domejiiques ; et Us caufes de la eontpa- 
rencejiront eaprimees dedans lefditea citations et numdats." 
— " XLViii. Si la partie ne fe trouce point, JoU en fe 
cachant, ou aidre collufion, la citationjhra affichSe et fhuit 
du temple paroijjial d'icelle, en cos qu'il n'ayt aucun domi- 
cile, et ce en jour de dimanche." 
2JSsc?T* ^ foreign councils, one only prolongs the exiftence 
VI. «j.M3. of the bean's officer to the year hdccxx. — aad there, 
probably, he is no apparitor, but a mere domeftic ferrant ; 
for whofe fupport, as well as that of his mafter and 
two horfes, the ConcUittm Ruthenorum authorifes the 
tnan to demand of the clergy fufficiency of maintenance, 
during the time of their necefPary attendance on paro- 
chial vifitation. 
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SECTION XL 

AUTHEMTIC SSAL. 




VERY important inlirument in the hands 
of the Stan rural, for the purpofes already 
referred to, and others to be now mentioned, 
was his/eal of office; — conftituting here in 
England, in the opinion of Bifhop Kennett, his invefti- m»,«tHib«. 
ture. By its formal receipt from the diocefan, or his KtnMn-tL^itt 
deputy, the Irean was duly commillioned to the imme- uwMn. 
diate performance of his numerous functions, hoth per- 
JoTial and capitular; none of which infcriptis were legal, 
unlets they had the lanction and imprefs of the Jtgillum 
avclcnticum. 

The privilege of ufing a/ea/ was confirmed to Ireans c^i.e-a. 
rural in England (for it previoufly exifted) by the twenty- 
eighth Con/?iVuhon of Cardinal Otho," Dejigillia aucten- cc.M.B.itH. 
ticis, et de cufiodid eorum" (^AD. mccxxxvi.), upon' the " '^ 
plea of the total want of pubhc notaries in the iiland at 
that time. The character and infcription of the trtcanal 
feal were peculiar. Inafmuch as the ofBce was only of 



(') " Ajnid Angloi, referenle Matttueo Parifio in Henrico lerlio, qtto- HiWIob Di A* 
nidfn TabdlionuTn vfut in regno Angliee non habetur, prvpter quod ^^f^'^',, 
magi* ad figSla authenlica eredi tfi, necejfe ; vt eorum copla fac'dSu VoL i. p. 1S9. 
habeatuT, Jlaluium efi, ul JxgUbtm habeant non foG$m arcAiepiJcopi et 
qnfcopi, fed eliam eorum qffieialet, item abbaUt, prioret, btcani, archi- 
diaconi, et eorum q^cialei, tttanl lucaUs, necn3n eccU/iarum cathedra- 
liutn cajtitula, Ac." 
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a temporaiy nature, the Irtatw were not allowed to have 
their own names infcnbed on their Jeal, but only that of 
their office ; at the expiration of which, they were to 
reflgn the feal at once, " without trouble or annoyance," 
into the hands of the perfon by whom they had been 
J. da Anthod. appointed : — *' IIU qui temporale officiumj^dpiunt, ptdh 
p. 09.'' ' lirtanf Tttralts, et offidaha, ilgillum ^^nwi, quod tantum 
nomen qffidi {quqfi diceret, Jine nomine propria, glol^) 
habeat infcv^um, Jtnito qfficio, d, h quo habeant officium, 
cc.M.B.ttu. corUinuo etJinemoUftiAreJignent" The fame is enacted 
ii.ii.p.<iT. jj^ j^^ g^j^ conftitutton of Richard de Kellow, biihop of 
Durham (^A.D. tKccxii.), with this additional particularity, 
that the titles of the different offices of the enumerated 
functionaries fhould be engraven on the drcwnferencet 
of the/eaU .- — " Qudd tUm ^cialea nojiri qudm <ifficialeM 
arckidiaconoritm nojlrorum, et eorum commijfarii gene- 
rales, aut trtcanf turalrs, nofirarum civiiatit et diieee/it 
Dunelm. fi^lla habeant auctentica, in quorum drcumfe- 
rentiit ipforum officialium, commijfariorum, bitanotum ^- 
cia expreffiiis deJignenlur,ftM fuccejforibua in officio reUn- 
quenda; quibus figillis, quajua. contingunt officia,fempir 
utantur ; alioqttin ptend gravi^md puntantur" 

The fuperior ecclefiaftics, having a perpetuity of en- 
joyment in their feveral dignities, were permitted to 
unite their perfonal or proper names with their titular 
djftinctjons in the legends of their feali, — an honour 
denied to the beans of i5t tountis — unlefs, from cuftom, 
thefe alfo chanced to enjoy the like permanency of rank 
Bf/utn^t^ttt- and title ; — as was the cafe with the bean of Manchefter, 
S!«5, m"' and feme others ; who, with perpetuity of office, had 
the privilege of prefixing their perfonal names to their 
official honour. The ufual fubfcription of the bran ot 
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Manchefter was I. 9etan. be ^anausiro. lo. 9ecan, He 
^anctitsttt : and fuch, Mr. Whitaker tells us, was the 
infcription o(ius/eal. But the temporary littin'i ^gnet 
bore no proper name, running in a general form, adapt- 
able to every poffeffor, as " Sb<B(Httttt irttanf btCHRBtds be 
®spreng," " Sbistllam ttecanf ditxtnttttxit" " Sbfe^Ititn be- 
tanatns be Boner," " ^fgfllam offftff betanf be 33." of 
which we have examples, feverally, in Halled's Kent^ 
Kennett's Parochial Antiquities, Lewis on S^eo/f, and 
Thome's Chronica. 

All, however, of what duration foever their tenure of caM.B.etH. 
office, were commanded to be careful of the cufiody of " ' ' **' 
their refpective^oZf ; and either to keep them faithfully 
under their perfonal chaise and juiifdiction, or to dele- 
gate them to fafe and fwom guardians ; — neither them- 
felves affixing them, nor by their appointed reprefenta^ 
tives, to any document whereby prejudice might pojtbly 
accrue to another perfon, without due circumfpection 
and inquiry ; — never refiifing them to rightful and necef- 1. de Aihon. gL 
fltous applicants ; but peremptorily and unconditionally p^" iT 
denying them to falfaries andfoi^ers. LalUy, the legate 
Otho enjoined, that the proper date of the day, month, 
year, and place, Ihould be inferted at the beginning, or 
clofe, of every fuch atithentically-/ealed document. 

Thus guarded by canonical enactment againli the 
male-adminiftration of his feal, either perfonally or vica^- 
rioufly, the ratal bean ratified with it his Certijicatoria &«owtb>d*i 
already fpoken of {tetters of refponfe certifying the recent nm,v!^TTii. 
and deUvery of mandates of citation) — bis Procuratoria m'sLvi"' * 
(in/iruments by which proctors were delegated reprefenta^' "*' *'' 
tines in caufes eccle/iqfiical, or tanxti-<E'txiiiiein)—Inquifi- 
tiones de jure paironatiis,a.n^il^afitv\ax Adjudications gene- 
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rally — Tefiameniary papert, and Letten of adminiJiTaiion, 
Valorei benefidorum, Taxations, Ttftinumali for orders, 
IrtducHoru of derkt, Marriage^anns, and all other acts 
and documents, which, formally and in writing, were 
heretofore occaflonally tranfmitted through the trctanol 
office; or to the execution of which, whether of a 
public or of a private nature^ the l»an was an official 
party, attefling authoritatively with his jignst their 
genuinenelfi and authenticity. 

The caufe of all this wary legiQation, canon upon 

cuion, was this : — Before the arrival of Cardinal Otho 

in England, as legate h latere from Gregory IX., the ufe 

of maherUkfeals had been groilly miiapphed, in reference 

to fome of the purpofes for which they had been infti- 

Court. o. oi^n. tuted, not only by the "ndnoru clerici" (^' quale* fwit 

#ti>i».-rt«»i-- (0dalct et tiecBnf nitales," J. de A.), but alfo by fuperior 

p. CO, ' prelate; (in one or other of which clalTes, our trtatts 

are aflhredly to be included, as having^giTb atUhentka; 

— though Johnfon objects to the interpretation of the 

glofli^rapher)— and ^ence the need of an amended 

code to check abufes wont to arife "per in/btertiam." 

But to a few of the purpofes (whether ufea or abufes) 
to which the rnri-betanal ^gnet was ^pUed ; — and firft, 
of Certifieatoria : — 

On the twenty-fixth conftitution De cUaHombut fad- 
endis, what has already been laid imder the head of citO' 
lory procejfes and certificaies renders farther extracts on 
tbofe branches of duty unneceflary. But the other 
canon referred to, viz. the twenty-feventh, demands the 
introduction of a few words bearing on our rural Ji^. 
It is headed — " Qua Uterafaffie dicuntw, et poena eorunt 
qui eis tUi prajumunt -■ " — and after a brief preface, the 
t :C,OOgk 



cardinal writes . . . . " Cot^ciuntur, ut audmimtu, litera, cc. m. b. tt h- 
ac fignantur non tarUum H minoribu8 clerieis, verUm etiatn " '' ^' 
it pralatis, in qtdbus manifejii caveiur aUquem contrtueiffe, 
contractui vei negotio affitiffe, vel extitijfe aUquem ad Judi- 
cium evocatum, veljihi citatorias Uteras prcefentatag, qid 
tamai nunqubm pra/hu fuerat, vel inventus, immd for/tin 
in oM provincid vel dicecefi tine dcgebat, &c." — conclu- 
ding with a plain llateraent, that all fuch perfong are 
guilty of forgery, and liable to its penalty of fui^nfion 
from office and benefice. 

With regard to Procuratoria — ntwl Sean« attefted with 
Jeal andjignature letters procuratory : — wherein, ^ain, 
they feem to have incurred blame, either as the dupes of 
fraudulent and defigniug men, and poflibly unwittingly 
offenders, or elfe as privy to their ne&rious practices, 
and fharing in their guUt and gain ; — which is more than 
infinuated by the " datd mercede iniquitatis" noticed as 
the condition of the DrtanK' compliance, by Archbifhop ccM.B.ttn. 
Peckham, in his Lambeth conftitution, Defal/tsprocura-^"^'"'^'^ ' 
toriis nonjignandis {A.D. mcclxxxi.) — where the crime 
alleged againft them is that of attaching their feeds to 
fictitious documents, at the price of a bribe. 

But it does not a^peur that they had any thing to do 
with the abufes in thefe matters of earlier date ; when 
Otho, in his twenty-fifth conftitution, De qfficio procura- 
torum, complained of the appointment of proctors withoia 
letters at all, or With letters not ratified by any authentic 
feal. Indeed, they coidd not have-been then culpi^le ; for 
it was only in confequence of th&tjignets coming more 
into ufe, on the pdfing of that legatine canon, that 
male-adminiflration in atte/iing proxies, on their part, 
enfued. 
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In Peckham's days, however, the procurator'ud abufes 
are more or led connecfed with them ; as the circum- 
ftaoees, fo prominently brought forward by the arcb- 
Ecd. bifliop in the cited canon, plainly Ihew. " Some crafty 
villain longing after the benefice of an abfent incumbent, 
feigns hk citation before an eccleflafUc judge, and the 
appointment of himfelf as his^iroctor. Then proctiring 
the abfentee to be died, in order to defend his caufe in 
court, he ihews the forged proxy to fome Ikbr, and fays, 
' Quia^gillum meitm paueia eji cognitum, peto tU flgillum 
auctoritatis yeliree meo procuratorio apponalia'; and by 
the wages of unrighteoufneis he obtains his requeft. By 
virtue of this falfe proxy, fo obtained, he engages in fuit 
with another, who feigns himfelf his adver&ry, and 
carries on the fraud, till at laft he gets poflelfion by 
fentence of court ; while the true owner, whofe eftate 
is fubverted, knows nothing of the matter." 

To put an end to " fuch deteflable frauds," the canon 
forbids the Irean " to a0ix his feal to any proeuratorial 
injirumenl, unlefs it be publicly alked in open court, (or 
out of court, when he that conftitutes the^ocfor, and is 
known to be tn truth the principal party, perfonaUy 
requells it) that fo all fraud may be excluded." The 
penalty for tranlgreflion on the Sean's part is three years' 
fufpenfion from oiBce and benefice. 

It were eafy to adduce examples of the onployment 
of the latC-tittanal/ea/ for the other pur|>ofeB enumerated 
at p. 389, both capitidar and perfonal; but it is unne- 
ceffiiry. Let the following brief remarks fnffice: in 
addition to which, a few incidental notices of the appli- 
cation of the^gnet- to public and private ufes will appear 
in the fequel. 
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As vahtatori under the Norwich Taxation (AD-uccuy.) f^^^gfg^^* 
the bCBtis rural of England are chained in Cbe %ittxte "^^vo-mi. 
"Sutntntim of the papal collector to make juft ^imation* 
in writing of all ecclefiaftical benefices within their re- 
fpectiTe ttamits, and to feal the &me with their official 
Jignett. 

From the acknowledged authenticity and notoriety of 
the bccanaf ^gne/, doDations of lands, and fuch like gifts 
to eccleiiaftic and charitable purpofes, and deeds of 
conveyance of a private nature, (when a private fetU 
was either wholly unknown, or not well known, or the 
party's quality or condition mean and obfcure) were 
cuilomarily ratified by the bean mxuVtf&al. 

Again — " If the parties thought it for more fecurity, ^f**'*'"* 
and a better confirmation of what they did," fays Mr. ^eT^obfa 
Lewis, *' they would fometimes ufe both their own feed 
and fome other yeol that was better known ; which, in 
this cafe too, was commonly the fed of fome public 
o£Sce, as of a nttal trtanctg, ofiSciality, &c., with an attefta- 
tion of the officer that it was Ymfecd of oflSce." 

It was not unufual, moreover, for the^^ of a bttanste 
to be applied authoritatively and alone, as a voucher of 
the truth of any important matter of &ct, fuch as the 
lot^ of a private yea/. The publication of John de Grefley 
of Drakelow, in the county of Derby, of the \o^ of his 
^gnef, is fo fupported : — " Notumjit omnUma Chri/iiaim, Oncng. au^. 
quddegoi.deG. non hc^tdpoteJiatanQffHimeiper unwn aLUh'innit 
armttm integrum ultimo preeteritum,jam nolifko, m bond S^S'sWu" 
memoriA et fond mente, quddfbr^ta flgillo meo corttradtco *" 
et denego in orrmbus it ten^)ore pradicto itfque m diem 
rejiauratioma figilli pradkti. In ciffw rei tejitmomttm 
figiUum becanat^ dc Repingdon appofm^ 

Digitized .yGOOgle 



394 Vmmul :^«tiim«. [Put IV. 

But, whatever the powers of the 1te(ana\feait however 
ufed or abufed in application, at the end of one ihort 
year, (unlels the holder of the Jtgil ei^oyed perpetuity 
of office) all were to be furrendered, with the authentic 
instrument itfelf, to the chai^ of a new tftan, or of the 
nominee of the bifliop, or archdeacon, appointed to 
receive the fame. Such was the command of the Car- 
dinal Legate, from whofe Conjlitvtiont we have already 
fo largely quoted ; but whether an innovation upon 
antiquity, or not, does not appear. By the brans them- 
felves it was probably deemed fo, inafinuch as they per- 
fevered, fpite of Otho and his canonical inhibitions, in 
retfuning their yea/t and ftations ; and for their obfiinate 
attachment to office are roughly handled by John de 
9^PT-^ Athon, with his wonted bittemefs of comment. " Hoe 
i""* ""-l^*" tamm " (fays he, in reference to the annual re^nation 
mo^fliA, p. ea. of feals) " malk obfervant quidam qfficiales efUttaxil nuBltf, 
qui impmguati et craffdti extorfionibus, imnd et defan- 
guinibus pauperum htfji^modi qffida nimuim xelantet, ea 
contrh voluntateg et prac^ta/uorum/aperiorum occupare 
contendtmtt intendentes veri deriveUionem &c." 

And yet, how were the faid mercenary beans to get 
thus fat under the fiillelt enjoyment of their JigUs, fo 
pertinacioufly retained, as is gloffed, from felfifh motives T 
They affixed them, he it remembered, in England, at all 
^i^^^' *^™'^» mikout fee or reward. The canon writes "De 
facili prabeahir : " and the gloifographer. explains, " Abf- 
que moro/B retardatione, et a^que graoi examinatuate, 
wl exactione pecuniapro figillationeytfu in/inuntione, qua 
gra^ dejure communijeri debet." So that tjiey could 
demand no fee. Whereas the archdeacons and th^ 
officials, to whom the rights and powers of the bcutial 
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Jeal afterwards devolved, with almoft all its pertinent 
juiifdiction, (the bttanal, as it were, merging in the 
archidiaconal ^,gTK-/) pretended that "moderata exactio 
pro hujujmodi modemia temporibus turn prohibetur '." 

The conltitution of the ofBce, as far as the employ- 
ment of the yea/ is concerned, admitted not of difhoneft 
exaction on the part of tianx ntial ; — nor does it appear 
that in England thefe officers merited m gentral the 
character bellowed on them by Otho's commentator. 
On the continent, however, we cannot exonerate them 
from the guilt of rapacity. The councils of Foictiers 
(A.D. HccLxxx.), and Saumur (A£>. hccxciv.), charge 
them with a love of filthy lucre, and greater regard to 
their own advantages than to the inteiefts of their 
fubject chim3hes. The allegations of the firlt f3mod 
againit them flate the improper ufe of the lirtanal Jeal- 
firom motives of felf-intereft : and thofe of the latter are 
yet more criminatory ; charging them with inflicting 
pecuniary, inftead of canonical punifhments, for the 
graveft fins, "pro adulterio,fomicatione, inceftu, et aliis *&cct.xiv. 
excejibus, in qmbtu difpenfare rum pojfunt, h clericit et ' ' ' 
Idicis pcenam pecumariam contrd, canonvm prohilritionem 
exigunt et extorguent; " — and farther, with fending 
their fcouts about the country to affix their feals to 



(') And certainly, if we may beUere Oiraldns de Barri, toochiiig arcbi- einM.Cun- 
diaconal nipacity in Uo/ed&ys (for, n^^rre/W, archdeacons are theworflr- ^^.^^i,. 
remunerated fhnctionaries of onr whole ecdefialUcal re^ine),die public cqi-xm". 
were not Ukely to have tbor burdens lightened by the devolntion: — ^MmPan^. 
" Adtd tnitri'' fays he, " hoc ijfficium pra cateri* in eccUJid rapacUati ^"^^ ^"'- "■ 
daittm eft, vt arckitHaconi namen tanquhm arc/tidiaboU cum hoirore 
^uodam aurSnu infonel audtenlium. SkiU enim iUe raptor anima- 
rum,fic ifte raptor ptcuniarum." 
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unexamined documents ; — fuch, that is, as had never 
come under the c<^ilance of the principals. 

That the licsn's private necelTities might not render 

!iut.^fMd. him thus extortionate and unjuft, the bilhop of C^mbray 

Tinf.seHpt.yti. gnmted him a moderate reward for the labours of the 

Jign^ ; but it was not to be exceeded : — ** IrMbamu 

bttanfs nojlris (tDtirfstfanfistft »e pro flgillo fid liecaitatns 

quibttfqtte Uleris apponendo, uUra Jex denarioa Turoftatfet 

forlis montta recipitaU" From the fame prelate the 

lif an alfo received three Turonefe Shillings for publifliing 

barmt, and granting Idters Ujimoniai under his fetUr^ 

{Tittdo de Matrimomo.) Within the diocefe of Arnis aUb 

a fmall payment was allowed by the f3niod of mcccclv. 

SM. sgn«L — " 9itanf ectiifstfanftatfs pro fids fl^Ilis qmbtybunque 

Zamc^lt.' lUeris apponendis ultra tres denariot non redpiant, ni^ 

projids literit tcJiimoTdaUbus et nu^anomalibu* fadendit, 

quo cq/ii, pro e^dem literit pojfunt redpere duos folidot, ef 

non uUrit." 

The notices of the titan mxvX'tfeal in fordgn councils 
are not very numerous. The ufe of public notaries for 
authenticating documents fuperfeded the neceffitjr of 
authentic feaU on the continent : as the want of fuch 
officers in England, according to Matthew Paris* ocean 
fioned the introduction of <(fficialjignett, to fupply their 
place. 

The Prac^ta Antiqua Dieeccfia Rotomagenfta (_A.D. 
Hccxiv. Hccxxxv. HccxLv. HccLxxv.) — a Cotum of the 
fynod of Poictiers (the fame I have before referred to) 
and a Synodal Corifiitution of the biihopric of Coutances 
(A.D. HcccLxxv.), ^one appear in my note book. The 
rcAotMw. Rouen diocefan decree (^.D.hccxiv.) prohibits titan* Ttt- 

'' ral to exact any thing " ratione JigUU pro Jtffiitid 
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JtmpUd faciendd, vd pro exhibendd, vel aceelerandd &c." 
A fecond of the fame fee {A.D. hccxxxt.) eDacts, " Cum ss.cc. tom. 
aliqidd mandabitur trtutnte, Jt aUlu commodi eertificare 
cttriam non poUrurU, apponant figilla^ua Uteris curia, in 
Jignum qudd mandatum curia executioni demandarunt." 
A third (_AD. uccxLv.) chaises the titans to enjoin the 
presbyters, " Ne de ccetero fi^a fua tradatit fuia clericis cc. itMmag. 
deferenda, et qudd nihil fi^Uant donic dtligentir viderint f.th! 
quod mandatur; nee priiis ligillent donic mandatum quod 

ei» ^tmgitm; diligentirfuerit executwn." " Itempra- 

cipitttr Jub gravijjimd pemd, ne aliquts iigillet aUquemfe 
excommunic&ffe de mandato spuria, donee public^ prius 
eum excommunicaverit, vel nifi poji flgillationem tncorUi- 
nenti eum publicaverU excommunicatum." A fourth (^A.D. ^ptf^ ?■*»- 
HccLxxv.) extends both thefe canons to the ufe of the 
^tam'feals by themfelves perfonally. 

The Poictiers' canon {A,D. mcclxxx.) is a curious one : 
it is entitled, De f&^ieniibus Judetia et ufurariit j and 
forbids Uant ratal to affix their feals to Jewilh con- 
tracts : — " Di/irictiUs infabermu, ne bf cant raialcs, artlit- ss. cc Tom. 
p»»faBt«ri, et alU fubdUi nojiri, Juper contractibus Judiro- 
rum, obligationibtu, feu conventtontbus, ad commodum 
eorum mitis, litera* figillare, nel eat Jcribere, vel aucto- 
ritatem imperHri prafumant" From which it may be 
inferred, that they were allowed to authenticate private 
contracts and conventions entered into by Chriftians, 
and to aflSx their Jeals of qffice to them in France, as 
they were in England. Examples of the latter have 
been already adduced from Mr. Lewis's very rare tract 
On the ArUiqui^ and Ufe of Seals in England. 

The fynod of Coutances {A.D. hccclxxv.) merely or- Sff»d.comfttmi. 
ders, " Qudd qualibet parocbialis ecehjia figillum ^beat /vbup.h. 
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pro extqumdia Uteris Judieum, &c. etJi^Uferi* Confian- 
tienfi et Valown/i ir^ra tres menfia (^eraai igfa Jigiila ; 
et cum hoc iretanf mta\t%fua flgiUs." 



It now only remains for me to direct the reader^s 
attention to fuch particular aut/untiejigils of brans ntal 
as have been defcribed by antiquaiies; and to exhibit 
accnirate delineations of fuch fpecimens as my refearches 
have brought to light. 
i'f""''^ In the Archaologia, Vol. v. — xxxvi. p. 346, there is a 
paper by Dr. Pegge, entitled, " The queftion difcuffed con- 
cerning the appearance of the matrices of Jo many convert- 
tualfeaU;" — in which he notices, incidentally, tiie/eals 
of tntal lircant{ts> officialities &c., ftating them to have 
been "ambulatory things^ paffing from one perfon to 
another, and therefore not nimierbus." But, at page 353, 
he fays, " Several ratal 1itEn%' feats are extant;" and» 
doubtlefs, then they were, or fo iaithful an antiquary had 
not fo reported. But what has fince become of them, 
we know not : the ftores of the Britifh Mufeum, the 
Antiquarian Society, and the Bodleian, have been in vain 
fearched for a Angle matrix, or even an impreflion. — 
Few are defcribed by authors, and yet fewer engraven. 
2^'wi^SS!! " The^eafo of office of ecclefiaftical perfons or offices, 
b>Emgiami,r.io. gg of Infliops, tural fteans, chancellors, officials, &c.," fays 
Mr, Lewis, " were ufually obloiig or oval ; but their j»-n^ 
feaU were round." Whether this dillinction held good 
with regard to lietanal ^gnets, or whether ntral at^ns- 
hgters even ufed coyitre or prim/feaU at all, is, I think, 
fomewhat problematical. The onXyfeals of thefe officers 
known to me are oval ; — which I proceed to notice. 
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"The Tea/ of the Sean of (fftiHsifanftg of the city of ^^^^^ 
Canterbury," Mr. Somner obferves, "being autheniical, p«ti.p!m. 
he had a hand in many exemplifications; in fome join- 
ing with other ; in other, alone by himfelf. Of which 
I have feen, of each fort, not a few. Wherein, efpecially 
in thofe of the elder fort, he writes and ftyles himfelf, 
Setanus (I^ticfsHanftatfs (Sant." The imprefe of this Jgnet 
I have never feen ; but others of rotal tteantfea of the 
diocefe of Canterbury are fubjoined ; — two of them bear- 
ing a very favourite emblem of ecclefiaftical^a/»; viz. 
the Virgin Mother and the infent Jefus — the church of 
the place, which gives its name to the tttanrp, being, 
in aU fuch cafes, dedicated to St. Mary. 

On tiiefeal of the raral bianqt o( Sutton Valance, the 
Vii^in Mary is reprefented on a richly-canopied throne, 
vrith a crown upon her head, and a glory encircling it ; 
In her right hand, her fon with a limilar glory ; and in 



her left, a fceptre.—Tbe infcription, afBffi ttttano Utca- 
natu» tie Sbntten Valam. An impreffion of this yea/ was 
kindly forwarded to me by the dean of Norwich, from 
the collection of his friend Dr. Sutton. 
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In Mr. Lewis's plate of Seals, prefixed to his work 
On the Antiquily and Ufc of Seeds in England, we have 
(fig. 3.) an engraving of ihefeal of the BtantB of Dover. 



The imprefe is the reprefentation of the Viigin Mary, to 
whom the church of Dover is dedicated, crowned, with 
her fon in her arms. . . . The l^end or infcription — 
Sbfsfll. lKcanBt9 lie 3otur. 
^^^BM^ Not much unlike is t\ejeal belonging to the branrs 
jinb'g H-fflay of OfpHnge in Kent, which has on it the Vir^ Mary 

p. 1«. pi. 1. C 3. 

VolT^-xxin. 
p.M7. 



crowned, with a fceptre in her left band ; and her child, 
with a glory round his head, in her right ; and round the 
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margin^ IbfsfHn brianf btcanattis bt ®8pTtng. The mafru? 
of this/eai, Mr. Jacob informs us, was found at Wye in 
the county of Kent; and, Dr. Pe^e fays, was in the 
pofleffion of the Rev. Edward Taylor of Bifrons (A.D. 
MDccLXxviii). It is probably, Dr. Sutton thinks, at the 
prefent time, in the archives of St. John's College, 
Cambridge — a point which I have had no opportunity of 
afcertaining, but which others, with greater facilities of 
reference, may follow up. 

" The bean of Burcefter," fays the antiquarian hiilo- PamMaiAmi- 
nan of that place and Ambrofden &c., " had afeal of Jim"' 
his office, which was found among the ruins of the 
adjoining fort of Allchefter, of which a double impref- 
flon in wax is to be found before and after the manu- 
fcript Hi/ioty of AUcheJier, of which' the figure is a 
pelican Handing on a font, or other pedeftal, opening 
her breaft with her bill, and feeding a brood of young 
ones with her own blood; as tradition goes of that 
indulgent bird : the form of thefeal (agreeable with the 
molt ancient} is oblong oval ; and round the margin, 
nigh the extremity of the circumference, is this infcrip- 
tion, Sb. IBrranf istrtnustrft. Under the imprefs the 
author of the faid manufcript has put this note : ' The 
infcription of this feal is, Sbfflfllam -Betanf 33rrttutstTft, 
fhewing it to be the feal of the lltan of Burcefter ; but 
whether ntral or tattteliral I know not ; only it was found 
at Allchefter within mentioned/ Burcefter moft cer- 



(') Tim imprefs the Editor belieres to have been not unnfaal on 
ecclefioflic feal: He has one of the qfficialitjf of Dorfet, from the late 
Cnvea Ord'i Collection, bearing the like imprefa, with jbisillttnl &f&- 
tiaUlstt* SeiMtft as its legend 
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tainly had never any MI&tllTBl dignity, but is fiill tbe 
head of a nxal beanetg." 

This /eal I cannot difcover, after afliduous fearch, to 
have been ever publifhed ; though it would appear, from 
ti}!A.ai)iyntii. a letter of White Kennett's, dated E^dmund Hall, Jufy 7> 
guiiua. Vol. II. MDCXCtv., and addreflbd to the Rev. Mr. Blackwell, rector 
'' ' of Brampton in Northaoiptonfhire, to have been his in- 

tention to have had it engraven. For he writes : " The 
figure of the church of Burcefter, and the /eal of that 
ttamvs, raufi be infcribed to you, becaufe of your late 
relation to that place, though I am very tender of putting 
you to aay expence in thefe hard times." — The qualms 
here alluded to, I fear, deterred the parochial antiquary 
from eventually calling on his friend for the needful out- 
lay. The church appears withoiU ike fed. And I have 
in vain endeavoured to recover either the matrix, or 
the imprtffion attached to the 01%. hiflory referred to. 
They are not to be met with in London or Oxford. 
Poflibly, Dr. Bandinel informs me, the iVts. hiftory, with 
the double impreflion of the^eo/, may be at Peterborough ; 
as Kennett, in hdccxii. (then btan of Peterborough), gave 
to that cathedral a large collectdon of JUm., in which it 
may have been included. I have attempted in vain to 
afcertain the &ct. 
^i^^^^^' All the rural tltanrfes of the diocefe of Norfolk, Mr. 
Vol. iL p. as, Blomefield tells us, had peculiar JeaU appropriated to 
them. Several of them he had feen ; but had never met 
with that of the lai^ and important ImniB of Rockland- 
Toft, nor with that of Thetford. 

It is much to be regretted, that, of the many he had 
feen, he has defcribed only two, viz. thofe of Fincham 
and Norwich, and has engraved only the latter^ "I have 
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now by me," fkys the hiftorian, " the probate of the will 

of Thomas Wefbhowe of Boketon, at Downham in Nor- p-m. 

folk, dated the 0xteenth of Dec. ucccczni., proved by 

Hugh Birdham, tKRH of Fincham ; to which is affixed an 

oblong feal of red wax ; the imprefs, a bird, probably 

a finch, on a tree, and a flar in chief; and this legend, AtvoLvn. 

Sb(Bfl*«»n tietanatna Be JFBntftam, exprefling both his own, p »*^*»^* 

and his btaiuig'S name, in that device," Mr. Blomefield 

has given a lift of the treans of Fincham from the year 

HccL. to the year UDXvni., but no impreflion of their 

Jigil- 

In the third volume of the fame work, on a plate v<aiii.|>Lp.]. 
facing p. l.Jtg. 163. is an engraving of the feat of the vol'^Vm. 
Ttiral Stan of the city of Norwich, with this infcription, 
s'. iwoANi . NORWioi . AD . oAvsAs. THis tttaniB. which was 



inftituted A.D. hccxvi., (earher. Dr. Sutton thinks, than 
any other in Norfolk, but herein he is miftaken) was 
perpetually united, AD. hccczxix., to the contiguous 
bEanrg of Taverham. The laft collation to it appears to 
have been A.D. hdxix. A lift of the ttrans is given by 
Blomefield, from the year mccxvi. to the year mdxix. 

The Veanrg of Hingham in Norfolk, like the other 
ratal brantfts alluded to, had its peculiar ^ea/; which, by 
the kindnefs of Dr. Sutton, (at the foUcitation of the 
Hon. and very Rev. the Dean of Norwich,) I am enabled 
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to lay before my readers. Its imprefe is curious — pro- 
bably intended to reprefent Saint Andrew's crofs — the 
faint to whom the church of Hengham was dedicated 1 



The legend, ^fgllu . tteconatus : He . ^engjian . Mr. 
Blomefield gives a lift of the titans of Hingham or 
' Hengham, as it is called in the Taxation of Pope 
Nicholas, from the year mcccvii. to the year mcccclxvu. 
The laft rurf-toMannl feal of the diocefe of Norwich 
I have to defcribe, is that of the licanrs of Breccles ; the 
collations to which commence in the year hcccxx., and 
clofe in the year hcccclxvi. Blomefield has not noticed 
this feal, or the preceding. Its appearance here is owing 



to the friendly exertions of Dr. Pellew, in illuftration of 
my refearches. 

The effigy upon the feal is the head of Saint John the 



Baptift; to whom, in all likelihood, the church of Breccles 
is dedicated. The infcription is, Sbfgfllam titcanBl lit 
SStcuIgs. In the Taratio Ecclefia/iica of Pojie Nicholas, TaxathEeM: 
the Ittanis bears the title of Sctaitatas be 33ncl{s. ' ' 

Of the ancient inri'liecanal Jeids of the archdeaconries 
of Chefter and Richmond I have not been able to re- 
cover a fingle impreflion. But Mr. Ormerod has given 
us, in his Hijionf of Chcjkire, an engraving of the feal 
of the general niial bian of the archdeaconry of Chefter, 
at prefent in ufe ; which, he fays, appears to he copied 
from that ufed by the ratal bran of Macclesfield, pr^ 
-vious to the confolidation of the roral branrfts of the 
diocefe.r~-This feal, in the abfence of earUer and more 
interefting fpecimens of the feparate mtal biantfts, I 
purpofed to have configned to the hands of the en- 
graver. But, yielding to the better taft« and judgment 
of Mr. James Bohn, the Sofiua of King Williiun Street, 
1 have, on fecond thoughts, confented to withdraw it 
The imprefs is really no more than a ftiff and ugly repre- 
fentation of Macclesfield church, within an oval, or rather 
ovoid, flowered border, bearing the date of hdcclvii. 

To what diocefe the annexed feal of the tnial btanrs 
of Newcaftle is to be appropriated — whether to that of 
Durham or that of Lichfield and Coventry, I am at a 
lofs to determine. The TaxaHo Ecclejiafiica of Pope ruatioficdt/: 
Nicholas notices a bcants of Newcaftle, under the title of ^ ms, sii 
Sccanatas INTobf QTastrt, in the archdeaconry of Stafford, 
and a fecond under the fame title in the archdeacomy 
of Northumberland. 1!\iefeal is from the valuable col- 
lection of Mr. Doubleday of Little RuHel Street, London ; 
who hazards no opinion as to which of the btcanatts 
of* Newcaftle it appertains to — whether to that which ^ 
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derive its name firom Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, or New- 
caftle-under-Line. The legend reads, ft. SftanatiM WoW 
(Ka«lt. The effigy is fuppofed to be that of an ecdefiaftic. 



under a canopied throne, holding a crofler in his right 
hand, and in his left hand the head of Saint John the 
Baptift. At the bafe is reprefented the head of the 
Baptilt, in a lalver. 

An interefting feai of a foreign ratal beanrp (from the 
collection of Dr. Sutton of Norwich) follows. It exhi- 
bits the Agnus Dei — the lamb, crofs, and banner — the 
appropriate emblem of the triumph of Chriltianity over 



Paganifm.— From the infcription, S&f0fila Sttanains Vt 
HoBteu. ttrf. CCastiolfti, it would appear to be the feal of the ratal 
^7^^°^ '■ litants of Ch&teau du Loire (Cq/irum ad Lsdum, C^rum 
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lAdi, or Cq/irum Lidium), in the province of Le Mans 
in France. I know nothing of its hiilory. 

I wiih it were in my power to add to this beautiful 
fpecimen a few more examples of foreign type; but 
none have fallen in my way, with any clfdm, or rather 
pretence, to admiffion here '. 

In bringing to a clofe thefe few notices of luti-trttanBl 
Jeais, and of the powers entrulied to them as legal 
inltruments of ratification, it is worthy of obfervation, 

(*> A fial, of no great aadqnity, gf aQ arctl|ftittft of I.eodiaiii, ia 
figured in Tke Gtntleman't Magatme for October hdcccix. Vol. lsxix. 
Part II. p. 913. PI. 2. The correfpondeat of Mr. Nichols Jiatea it to be of 
brafs or mixed metal, with evident marks of the hammer having been ufed 
in making the impreflions. It came into hie hands in mdcclxviii. ; having 
been. Tome time before, found at Oolfpie, in the connty of Sutherland. 

Hie imprels exhibits a mitred ecclefiafiic in canonical attire, the 
Vir^n and Child, and an intervening crozier. The form ia oval, the 



epigraph, sioiixum • aeohtmbbbitbhi • lbodibnbis. The lettere qnite 
modem. Althong^ pointed out to me by an eminent antiquary as the Tbo HeT.Tbos. 
feat of a Urn mtui I cannot fnbfcribe to the opinion, without firft ^wTul's''"'*'** 
learning the general type of fuch feali, thrir I^^enda &c, on the conti- 
nent It has no refemblance to the fi(U of the Oallican Otanrg juft 
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CCU.B.MH. that Archbifhop Stratford, in his Statuta et Ordmatione$ 
"''' pro regimne curia de Arcubut {A.D. mcccxui.)) while he 
diTallows the authority of the feal, to the extent of 
interfering with the privileges of the Cowl ofArchu, for 
judicial matters, ihaX is, matters not l^ally belonging to 
the rntal Sean's jurifdiction, (to ratify which the feal, 
perhaps, had been fometimes improperly applied) — fUll, 
in all fuch cafes, as were wider Otho's contemplation at 
the time of palBng his ftatute. the archbifhop admits the 
validity of the rural feed, and orders it to be refpected in 
his court : — " In certificaloriit citationtan, executtonum, et 
aliorum mandtUorutn, d, fvperioribut Jim ordinarOt vel 
delegatis commijforum, eifdem Uteris ij^brum Utcanomiil 
figillo officii ticcanattis httjitfmodi confignatis,juxta metUem 
JiatiUi pradicti ^fidem, volumut adMberi." 
"^^^'^^J^ In the Reformatio Legum Ecclejia/licarvm, the autkattic 
Ktgi&Jwu. feaU of all church functionaries, then propofed to be 
received as fuch in England, are enumerated, and the 
cuftody of them regulated. But, whether thofe of tttamt 
tnial are included, 1 muft leave to the reader to deter- 
mine, after perufmg the final claufe de ReguUs Juris : — 
" Autentica JigiHa declaramus nofira, archiepifiMporttm, 

now defcribed — that of Chftteau-du-Zioire ; — none whatever to owe info- 
lar fiait o( fUMl Htmt, who neeer bear the title of uttppiitft on tbdr 
Jignett. Conleqnently, tbere is no reafonable foundation for the fuppo- 
Gllon that the fitU belonged to the ntial tttaa of Leeds in Twkfhire. 
Far more probable the notion, that would appropriate it to the nxft- 
ptAjt^ f^ Liege, the urban Dtatt of the cathedral tatj of the province 
of tbe bme name in the Netberlaads. Or, podibl;, it maj be the,^ 
of one of the Roman-Catholic stitipiifMtf who ruled tbe p^ifla of 
Enj^land before they had a titular epifcopal hierudiy. Tlud the reader 
may be enabled to form his own judgment upon it, I have caoled an 
acctirate copy to be taken from the valuable repertoiy ofi/b. (ficboli. 
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epifcoporutn.tltantixwia, eccle/iarum cathedral, et earwidem 
eccle^arwn, capittihrum, arckidiaconorum, et eorum ijfficia- 
lium. Qua penis ipfoa aui ^t/orum legitimos dqmtaios, et 
nulla mode apudjiioi Regijlrartos, feu Actorum Jcribag 
cujiodiri volumut." The decifion, I fear, muft be againji SjS^JjSi*'' 
US; — that though the eccleflaftical-law reformers in- ^""^ " ' " 
tended to have made us mofl efficient fpiritual watch- 
men in OUT refpective diftricts of fupervifion, as the 
extracts adduced in earlier pages abundantly demon- 
flrate, they never contemplated the relloration of our 
feal of office, and the branches of jurifdiction fonnerly 
connected with it *. 

( ' ) To the period of tlus charch-law reforaiatioD belongs the curious 
fial of the niral tttmis of Suniuti^ xa BcTklhire, a peculiar of the nttic- 
IkbI or urban ttcm of Solisbiiry, defcribed by Sir W. Blackflone in the third 



Tolnmeof theflntmlogfcp.414. Tfaeinfcription is, siaiuviBBaus: 

MAIKBTATIS ; AD ! OATSAS : KOLBBIASTICAt— PSO : DECANATV ! DB ! lONNYNO. 

The learaed judge fuppofei it to be of the reign of Edward VI. ^ , 
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w*j»*«rtj^ It has been elfewhere ftated (fee Part ni. Sect. ii. 

qt^veiii. p. 131.) that ratal beomt were for a long while i^pointed 
by the diocefan without any formal commiffion infcriptii, 
but were mTefted in the office by the delivery of the 
commonfeal (flich as we have been defcribing) ; — which, 
at the death of each trcan, was returned to the bilhop, 
or committed into cuftody by his order, to be ^ven to 
a fucceflbr, at the biihop's nomination. 

To this Ample method of inveftlture, recommended 
as it is by its antiquity, I can fee no reafonable objec- 
tion, if the bilhops {hould think fit to revive it. But, as 
other methods of inftitution or admifllon are equally 
good and valid, it might not be worth while to reftore 
the rtirf-lretanalTea/ for that purpofe alone. Scans nual 
however, whether inftituted by fuch an inftrument or 
not, are undoubtedly entitled to the ufe of a Jeal after 

^j^ftim inveftiture. The ConftihUion of Cardinal Otho enacts, 

Edu. aUo. " Ut flgillum Aoieont non folUm archie^copi, et tpi/copi, 
fed etiam eorutn officialea. JUm ahbatet, prtorcs, et betanf, 
archidiaconi, et eorum qffidales, et becanf raraUs ftc." It 
even flates what characters are to be engraven on the 
Jial of the btan ratal as a temporary functionary, and 
&fhionB the inftrument to his hand. Nor is this all ; — 



It cannot be conlidered a ittui tuttn'ffeal, properly fo called, that is, 
in the fenfe of thofe we have been Tpet^ing oC But it is not impro- 
bable, that the pecnliar jnrifdicdon of the tcm of Sanun may have beoi 
oii^nally veiled in the nial (Usn of SannlDd", as an independent fimc- 
Amary; who, like certun of his compeers, enjoyed fnndiy preTo^itiTe 
rights, and exercifed fondry official powers, independent of the dioce&n 
iwittufi the ttSM of Hancbeller and many others), till the mal tat- 
Atp, with its appendent jnrifdiction, metged in the Vital or titlrtisl 
iMsnAty of the parent fee. .-, , 
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Oughton lays, that the practice of the Court of Arches &« onguon'i 
would refpect the Jignet, if it were prefented, in modern ™ii,TitM»i. 
days, as an authentic inftrument, for the ratification of ^m.'sl ' 
fuch documents as were originally intended by' the 
LegtUme Cot^/iitution to be authenticated by it. 

Would there, then, under thefe circumftances, be any 
impropriety in reftoring to the tuaa ratal the actual ufe 
of his official ^gi/? Nay — to go a ftep farther — would 
not benefit be likely to accrue from fuch a meafure ? — 
By fome, perhaps, the fed might be looked upon as a 
mere bauble — neither convertible to good nor ill — a 
ufelefs unplement of office. But, with deference, I would 
fay, while it could do no harm, in the keeping of a 
truftworthy officer, (for to his legitimate powers it could 
add nothing,) it would, at leaft, give an air of authority 
to fuch epifcopal or archidiaconal mandates as might be 
circulated by tiie "titan's iuftrumentality ; — it would ilamp 
an official character on his correfpondence with fuperior 
functionaries, would authenticate his Jcta Vijitationis, 
or articles of parochial inquiry, and other returns to 
the bifhop or archdeacon ; and perhaps folioit from 
chiu-chwardens more attention to written precepts and 
infiructions, which the bean m^ht have occafion to iffiie 
in fUpport of order and difcipline. 

As to the type and legend of fuch Afeal, the effigy 
fhould have relation to the matrix ecdefia of the beantB 
— the chiu*ch whence the ecclefiaftical divifion derives 
its name — a reprefentatiou of the fabric of which, or 
of its tutelary Mat, fhould fiipply the imprels. The 



(')IBtlM sreiiowfekloin^«[diedtofi)rth«T^ab; and thenfore the AjlliKi's iWir- 
Con/liMMm feema (o be grown obfcdete, though ftill in force. ^^^^' 
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|L In vonAu- pliance with the legatine canon, which orders that the 
Jigil of the Uean nral " tant^ nomen officii habeat it^Mlp- 
turn;" a claufe ferther explained by John de Athon, who 
btys, that though, in relation to btans ratal and officials, the 
JigU be fpoken of as "JtgiUum/uum," it is only " tenqtora- 
Utir cia commijmi; non erum kahent domimum ilUut." 

Such a feal I have devifed for ' the niTal Ueants with 
which I am connected. The device is from an ancient 
feal of the founder of the chantry or chapel of All Sianit 
in the hamlet of Knighton, m the parilh of Broad Chalke. 



Stt BowIm'i ( > ) The ^mt]{ of Chalke in Wiltfliire. — It appean from the dfeU ian- 

a^^^va, ''°° °^ ^^ cooat; of Wilts, according to T^ de Nemite, that the abbe& 
300- of Wilton, in the time of Henry III. or be^nning of Edwanl L, held, of 

the king, five knights' fees ; but that Chalke (or Chelche, aa the word ■■ 
written IB Dometday-book) was the Caput Baroniie. Id the eedefitffiieat 
divifion, the dmrcfa of Broad Chalke maj be ftiriy called the maUr eeele- 
fianan of the ttowg ; and certain it ia, that its fnpeiiarity amongfi the 
neighbouring parilhes of Ebbeebonme, Bor^ or Bower Chalke, whI 
Fifield, was admitted by them ; inafmuch as parts of the boondary fence 
of the clmrchyard of the larger parifh are ftill kept in repair by the fmsUer. 
'Hw diurdi is the handfomeft edifice In the vale, as wdl ss the largeft. 

Addmda. Btanf tuial had fiaU at an early date in France, on the 

autiiori^of FatherRouTi^e'flit«>m4iut,p.641 — De ESgillis itoAerti Um- 
gmtTyU Bpybopi, et Vtbrici Stcanl Beomaenfu (A.D. mccxi_). ** lliir- 
ricns Rcomaenfu tltcsittt*, aliique ante et po/1 ^/twn tionJbSim hujtu.fed 
alianim eiiam eeclefiarum tftani ntuU* figiUo uftjimt, tU rtprmjhiiai 
hoc Tahuiarium Reomsenfe, cut imago me/l preAt/teri facerdotaU vfJUtit 
ad aitare, cui crebrd facer ealia eft impof\tM, cekhraiUu. Limfruf bc- 
ttmi eteccltifia ij^iut nomen prafert. SetftOud Ao&etlUtnnilReomBeDfis 
peeuliare, qu6d in fecreto UUum Fmncicnm ge/ld, quod rtgtm /iinda- 
tionu, ut opinor, argumetUumJiat." — Prom the mention here made of 
the Jecretum or eontrajigillum, we may infer that fome Iua*ll tml, st 
leafi, had prwjf/eaU ,• a feet before adverted to with fome degree of doiM- 
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SECTION XII. 
Taxes collbctbd bt 9«nK l&wal. 




KHE taxes impofed upon the clergy, under KMuNfiParo- 
~ the name oi papal and royal fitbjtdks, Jirjl- voi-itpTW. 
i fruits, and Imtha ', together with fyhodaU 
' or cathedratica ', paid by the parochial clergy 
in token of fubjection to the ^ifcopal chair, were here- 



(' ) In the times of popery, the kings of England, on feveral occaHons, CUbron'i Cedtx 
obtained leave of tbe Pop«s to receivB the tenth part of fpiritual promo- uiv. eip.ii. 
Uons, ibr a certain term of years; efpedally, in order to 'wintain uid p-8lB,M<t' 
fupport the wars of the Holy Land. 

(*) " In honour of the cathedral choich, and in token of fnbjeclion to eiubo'iCMU 
it, as the bifhop'a fee, every parochial minifter vrillnn the lUocefe pays '■ *■ ^y^""" 
to the biifaop an annual penflon, called anciently oaihedralcum. This p[iVi, md/H 
acknowledgment is fnppofed to have taken rife from the eflabliQiment voLu!'^^!^ 
of diftinct parifhes, with certain revenaea, and thereby the feparatlng of 
thofe dlflricts from the immei^te relation they had borne to the ca- 
thedral cfaorch. By the council of Bracara, this penfion is called Honor 
Cathedra £Jpi/copafi«, and refiraiued (if it was not limited before) to two 
Ihillinga each church — (' Placuit ut mdbu ejnfcapomm perjitam tHa- 
e^em ambuiant, prater honorem cathedra fua, id eji, duotjblidot, aiiud 
a&piidper eecl^fiai totlat:') — which canon became afUrwards part of 
tbe canon-law of the diurcti, with this glofs apon the words duo*f<Aido$ 
{adplut: miiMt enttn atiquandA datur), and hath been reedved in 
England, as in other chnrcbes, nnder the name of JynodaUcwm, becaofe 
generally paid at the biihop's fynod at Eafter." See aUb Father Paul, 
<f Bai^lciary Mattert, chap. x. p. 32. and notes there ; Hayes's Tranf- 
laiionj — and the biHiop of Meath'i (^-Z). hdgxcvl) IVaclattu deFyUa- 
(tonifrut Epifeopaiibu*, c xxx. pp. 74, feqq. 
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^[^ I- tofore /eoied by ratal tutans. Thofe of a public nature 
they certified the coUection of to their fuperiors, under' 
the feal of their office ;->-of which an example occurs 
in the Chronica W. Thorn. (" Certtficatorium ar parte 
tttcanf ") of the reign of Richard II. (A.D. mccclxxxit.) 
wa^^Ugtt Two centuries before this date, our rural functionaries 
P- 831. were actively employed in collecting the " Dednut Sa- 

voli.p.m'i. ' ladints, in jiibventionan terra lerofo^mitana" — when 
p^i^'il^. Henry II. determined to undertake a crufade to the 
d^B^^'' ^°^y Land in conjunction with the king of France and 
^n^*"" ^^^ °^ Flanders {A,D. mclxxxvui). On which occafion 
pMi- the tribute was ordered to be levied "injmgu&s paro- 

chiis, prtefente presbytero parochia, et flut&fprtslistero, et 
aliia;" — excommunication having heen previoufly pro- 
nounced by the archbifhops, biihops, and autiitfntt or 
trtans, ^ainft all who piud not the &id tenths in the 
prefence of the faid collectors. 
Bcci^ji Lam. This was the * firil inftance, Mr. Johnfon lays, of 
■»(«(■}. ' paying tenths. But it was not the firft, apparently, of 
biCBtuil cMectorJhip of impojis; for in the &me reign, 
fixteen years before, while the king was debuned in 
FanMaiAiM- NoHnandy by the rebeUion of his fons, JeSery, his 
p!k^' " '' illegitimate fon by Rofamimd, lay-biihop elect of Lin- 
j'»^^^v.n. ^"^l"' having raifed an immenfe fum of money through 
f~m. }ijg diocefe, and fubfequently determined, upon honoura- 

(■) " In cujuM ra ^c. rigUlnm oStii Ittmi de B. pr«;/£Kti&ii* ^ 

appmfian S[c" 
^^^B^l^f. (•) " Hie votaadum," ftya Van E^pen, " anttquiorem turn npcnri 

Tit.xxi(T.c.iii. deama hvju*,id rjl, ?uib h dero regifilvUur,et OaUico v&omaU vooa^ 
P-B83. f^ decimes, iTtfiitaiiottem, Utidi ei htmc e0 prittuan dedmam den 

mqn^Uam, qua vacatur decimti Saladiiii, commwuler notatU aulom de 

h&cjpeae dedrnte tractajitet." 
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ble and prudential motives, to refund it as an unne- 
ceflary or illegal exaction, caufed it agfun to be diitri- 
buted, by the rttial tttans, among the perfons from whom 
it had been unjuftly extorted; — the fame officers, in 
all probability, having been the agents of the original 
levy. 

The latter date, or about A-D. mclxx., affords the 
earlieft notice of beans in the capacity of public ((lt- 
coUectors, civil or ecclefiaftical, in the councils of Great 
Brittun and Ireland. But in the fynodal collections of 
France they appear many centuries earlier. In the 
Capitula of Charles the Bald, edited by Sirmond (Pari- SarMCtMet 
JUt, Hi>cxxiii.), we find the following canon, pafTed at the capUmit.r. 
fynod of Touloufe (A.D. dcccxlih.), cap. m. " Ut pref- '^'"'^ 
byteri qui fropi doitaiem guinque miliaria commanent, 
p0rfamulosjuo3 pradidam difpenfam reddi in dvitate eta 
jufferit avitatii ^yiopm, f octant. Qui autem longiii$ ab 
wrhc cotmnanent, Jiatuant epifcopi hca convementia per 
SecanfaSj^oi/ cor^ftituti fvM attfifptisiptiif, quoJimUUtir et 
eddem propiTiquitate caleri presbyteri per famulos Juoa 
dehitam difpenfam attttbftttbpietlti aut epifcoporum minir 
Jlris corwehant, &c." 

But to return home again: — In the thirteenth cen- PareekAnuj. 
tury, the Saladinides agfun appear, and beans ntral as *w,i^i4i.' 
official gatherert of them in England. When Pope 
Innocent IV. (A.D. Mccun.) granted three years* tejitfa 
to Henry III. of all the fpiritualities of our iiland, and 
deputed Walter de Suthfield, bifliop of Norwich, to take ^^ijw.p.i. 
the valuaiion, the mpoji was levied {A.D. mccliv.), injv'^^^^/ 
each bcanrg, by the meal bean, dlifted by three rectors ^^'ob-iib. 
or vicars, members of his ^wfttx; who, upon oath, cer- " '"""•^ ■ 
tified the juftnefs of the eftimate of every church- 
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revenue within their knowledge, and returned the ^aae, 
mfcriptis, to the bifliop '. 

^jejp'™'" The fame rural functionaries were valuators under 
the fubfequent taxation of Pope Nicholas IV., and col- 
lected the decimal in^tqfii on* the eftimatioD of eccle- 
fiaftical benefices, commenced in the year mcclxxxviii. 

\a.fCf'm' *^"^ completed in Mccxcit. by John de Pontoys, or Pon- 
■ tiferra, bifliop of Winchefter, and Oliver Sutton, bifhop 
of Lincoln, the principal executors under the Pope's 
Bull for granting fix years' tefUht to Edward I., towards 
defraying the expence of an expedition to the Holy 
Land. 

rorrtM&cit/: The taxation of the years MccLin.— mccliv. is fome- 
"■ 'v times called Pope Innocent's Valor, fometimes the Vetm , 
Valort and fometimes the Norwich Taxation: that of 
MccLXxxviii. has been fometimes defcribed under the 
name of Verus Valor. 9tans miBl do not appear to 
have been generally concerned in the ecclefiajiical valua- 



Pcflge'i Or^t- (') " The T&lne of benefices," fajs Dr. Pe^e, " wonld be often 
M^T^Wp rm altering, from various caufes ; whidi made it tuceOary for otdori to be . 
leneved from time to time t bat we are not to fuppofe that a new one 
was always made when a nevtjithfidff was granted either to the idng or 
|>ope ; for, on many occalionB, the cotUclort, no doabt, proceeded by 
the laA valor, as the authentic fiandard ; though, in other cafes, we find 
the former tasationi fnperfeded and r^ected, and a new one expreflly 
directed to be made. This, however, may be concluded; that alljbi- 
fi£e» granted by the clergy aiW the year mccxkix. (or afler the yev 
HGCXLv,, if a new llandard was then made), and before the year hccuv., 
were regulated by the eAimate of the year uccxx. ; and all a&a mccuv. 
went upon the valuation then made, till mccxci." 

(*) Tiie vatutUion regulated royal and papal ttuce* till the twea^- 
Gxth of Henry VIII. See Blomefield's Norfolk, Vol. i. p. 19. note 9. 
3d Edit. 
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tion of Henry VUI.', though the names of perfons holding 
the office are recorded at the head of each btanrg, in 
which the office obtained at that time. Stilly as^ the royal 
commiflion authorifed " the comyflioners" to " fende F„hrEecUf. 
for fuche and fo many of the bufhoppys and archidea^ ^aiimftm^ 
cons fcribes and minifters within the lymyttys of ther iju jwy^ 
comiflion as they fhould think moolle convenyent for 
knowlaige to be hadd of the nombre and namys of all 
bcnretfl roiall within the lymytt of ther comiiTion and in 
whoys dioces or jurifdiccon the faid toenrifff ben" — it is 
probable that the rural IieBits were turned to ufeful 
account by " the comyffioners:" and in one particular ^.".1.1^™ 
inftance, (that of the trean of Hecham in the diocefe of <<<" ^^T^ 
Norwich,) it appears that " the comyffioners" did avail wSiSoci 



(') This Fai» is the Report of as EcclermAical forvey, made in pur- 
fuance of an Act of Parliament 36 Henr. Vllf, ; and returned into his 
Majefty'i Court of Firjl Fruit* and Tentkt, for afcertaining the yearly 
valuea of all the pofleflioiu, manors, landa, tenements, and hereditaments, 
appertaining to any monaAery, priory, church, parfonage, ncarage, free- 
chapel, &c. trithin this realm, Wales, Calus, Berwick, and the Marches. 

(*) Extracted from the /n/lruftHiiu as they appear in the FaiorEccU- 
Jia/ticiu, Henr. VIII. " Stem to tfrttfit and knowe the nombre and Solw SntU. 
namys of e^ ardudiaconry and Ontrif ruilll within the lymytts of ther imflnciimti 
coSiiflioa afirell in plam exempt as not exempt and in whos dyoces or 
jurifdiccon they lien and the hole and entire yerly value of e?y of them 
>a well in ipnalities as in temporalltes if any be and the nombre namys 
and ctentie of the temparftUties yf any be and where they lien and their 
diflinct and fe7aU yerly values and the names nombre and nature of the 
^uaUties and ther fe^all yerly values roibs annis and what annuell and 
ppetnall rents penfion* and fees for receyvoura bailyflys andito's and 
liewards only and none other officers ben yerly accuftnmed to be refolnte 
and pud onte of any of the fiaid arcliiiUaoonries or ttntittf muU and the 
namys of the pfons to wbome snche rentta penfions and fees ben yeily 
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themfelves of the knowledge and influence of " John 
Rufte, Ifean of the fteantfe of Hecham," to obtan the 
vevtat\t. Nor- required infonnation — See Setanains de Hecham. Com. 
Norf. ; where the precept to the raid liean from the faia 
coTnmi0ioners is given. Butfuch employments of titans 
rural are foreign to the fection of their office we are at 
prefent engaged upon; which is the collecting ecclef- 
- ajiical taxes, not the appreciation of ecclejiajiical bene- 
Jicea. The latter branch of bttaitBl duty will come to be 
difcufTed under taptlalar functions, and therefore we fliall 
fay no more about it here. 

Whether it was a general cu(tom for beans ratal to 
ta ™«"*«o '^'*^'^' ' *^® Rome-fcot or Rome-penny (" cenfus annuui 



CC. M. B. It 

Vol I. m- iJ 

141,301 



DrJradj'iHiA. (') The Hearth-penny, as it was called, was (aft impofed l^ Ini, 
pp. lUfi-s. anrf ^ng of Weflex (,A.D. dccxxi.)> as alma to an Engliih fchool at Rome. 
Bou»thtn. j( „ag contiimed by Ofla, king of Merda, {^A.D. dcclxsvii.), and l^ 
Elhelwolf : — was eAubliOied by the laws of Cannte (cap. 9.) ; of Edgar 
(cap. bi.) \ of Edward the Confeflbr (cap. 10.) ; William the Conqueror 
(cap. 18.) ; Henry I. (cap. 1 1.) ; and perpetuated, with a temporaiy fuf- 
penfloa only during the reign of Edward III., till Henry Vm., wba 
abrogated it {ann. 25. c. 25). It waa revived aim. 1 & 2 Philip and 
Mary, and finally put an end to ann. 1 EHizab. (cap. 1.) 
r. "Dm ColUclOTi in the middle of the tenth century, as appears from tbe 
LL. prabyterorum Northumbrenfium, were two trnOy tbegns ud a 
presbyter in each wapentake of the kingdom of Northambria— " Duo 
fideUi tham et uniu pretbyUr in qvoHiet wapeiUachio nomineiUiir, »l 
eum eoUigant, ac deinde tradant prouli audeanl jurare." 

One half only of the annual penfion was appropriated to the purpofe 
of Ina's beqneft ; the other went to the perfonal ufe of the Pope ; — ami 
inflead of a voluntary donadou, the Rome-Jhot became a Handing to*. 
See UlTerii de CkriJHan. EecUf. Jucceff: et/tatu, cap. vi. p. 220; Fol- 
ler'a CAurch Hifi. Cent ivi. B. v. p. 197 ; Nath. Bacon's IG/l If PoUL 
Difcourfe, Part i. p. 30 ; and particulariy Moratori A^iq. Med. JE^ 
Tom. V. 001.827.0. 
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unius denarii i qudlibet Jamilid, Roma per/blutus ad 
feftum S. Petri," Spelman) in all fttanrits, does not 
appear: but, as the bilhops were refponfible for the 
payment to the papal chair^ it is probable they dele- 
gated the actual collecting of the tribute (" a fmall Sft c^^m 
fumme in the fingle drops, but* fwelling great in the b-'i-p-^s- 
general chanel,") to the moft truftworthy perfonages in 
the rural church-police — archdeacons and artfiptfests. 
At all events, it is certain, the latter were the collectors supmet'i^- 
of the diocefe of Canterbury. The hiftorian of the t*rimn,.Ptiii. 
antiquities of that fee informs us, in the brief interlude 



Tbe reader u aware, that HeartK-pemtj/ a Ihou^t to be the origin or 
HforlA-JUver, alfo called Smoke-Jiher; for whkh^e Spelman invoceO.J. 
— Blount fuggefts, ih»t Jhioke-fdver aaA fmoke-ptnny aie ftill paid to the 
minidera of certun parifhes, and concaved to be given in lien of tithe- 
wood, fpent for fuel in the parilhionen' houfes. See Blount's Law 
Dic(, tit Smoke-Jilver, and AndeTtt Tmvret by Beckwith, 4to. edit. p. 317. 
SmokeJUwr was paid to the Iheriff of Kent as a condition of tenure of 
a houfe and appurtenances at Greenwidi — 6d annually. 

(■) A fU*. belonging to the cathedral of ChicheAer fixes the rates 
at wbidi the feveral diocefes fanned Peter-pence to the Pope's collector, 
as follows : — 



Cantuar. 

London 

RoBens. 

Norwic. 

Eliens. . 

Lincoln. 

Ciceftr. 

Heiefbrd 



. 10 10 
5 10 



6 



Winton 17 6 

Exon. 9 

Wigora 10 5 

Bath 12 

Covent 10 

Eborac 11 10 



See Encydopadia Metropolitwut, article PeUr-pcnce. It appears, from 
Ducaoge, that Rome-Jcot was paid to the Pope in France, Poland, and 
Bohemia; but by what officers it waa collected, is not ftated. See 
Ducange, in v. Dtnariiu S. Petri. 
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devoted to Qeans tural, in the chapter on the ecckfiajiical 
government of the city, that they were the gatherers of 
the hearth-pence in their refpective bccanatcs within that 
diocefe. And Mr. Battely, in his Appendix to Mr. Som- 
ner's Supplement, has publilhed the original' injunction 
of the archdeacon under which they acted. 

It is probable, too, Mr. Blomefield fays, that the 
brans tUTBl of the diocefe of Norwich collected the Rome- 
fcot impoft, for the Pope. But in the diocefe of Saruin, 
it appears, from a document preferred in the mifcella- 
situieantti neous coDection of records entitled jKcgistram SbantH 
fliimin.fbi.6i. <>^8inttnbf, in the poITeflion of the bifhop of Salisbury, 
taipL at. ltd. that, in the days of Hubert Walter (_A.D. hclxxxtiu. — 
Mcxciii.), the archdeacons and their qfficiak were coU 
lectors of this tax. The church of Fichelden (now 
Figheldean), and another called Alwardbirie (now Alder- 
bury), are exempted from archidiaconal jurifdiction, fave 
in this one particular — " nifi tantiim de denario Sancti 
Petri ;" in refpect of which, it is expreffly ordered " ut 
refpondeant archidiacono" But it was not uncommon 
for beans rarsl to act as officials to archdeacons; in 
which capacity they may have been employed here as 
Rome-fcot collectors under the archdeacons. 

No. xiTi. p, S9. (') " Authoritaie apoflolicd fingulU archidtaconii et eorutn affiaali- 
ria Sacra. '"" O'"™!^'! '' demandold, nai offidaUt monemut vol tedoret, vicaritM, 

et capellanot ecclffianim i/lhu DecanBtut qui denariot Beati Petri eji- 
gere, colUgere, et tnare teaemini, primd, fecundd, et tertid, pa-emptone 
in hiii Jcriplu, quod quilibel vefiriim quattiAt denariot hujujmodi pro 
Juii locig leneatur folvere twcano vefiro, dim prwcmtum capftnlun in- 
legri perJblvatU, alioqitin eed^iai non /obtntium denartM hiy%^odi 
per lUCBllttm lad ipj& aulhoritaie apo/bjlicd eedffiaJUeo Jupponi eano- 
nke voiumiu bUerdicto." (" Injnnctianes iaciendte et legencbe in (i^iM- 
lifl generaiibos bis in anno in archidiaconatn CHntoarienli cdebnuA-*^ 
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A Bull of Pope John XXII., addrefled (amongft; fupe- caM.B.ttH. 
nor prelates) to toians, Brc{tprftftts, and pliiam, for the " "'*'* 
fuppoTt of apollolical Nuncios in England and France 
{A.D. Mcccxxn.), empowers tbofe fpiritual rulers, through 
the medium and with the fanction of the prior of Saint 
Mary Southwerke, " ad colligend. de bonis et beneficUt 
quibt^cunque ecclefiaftids tarn m Cantuar. proomad, qitam 
Eboracm.proJingulu marcis Jingulos quadrantea &c." — 
and bids them depotit all ,yum« fo collected, without dimi- 
nution, in the hands of the archbilhop of Canterbury, 
in truft for the purpofes fpecified, viz. certain arduous 
and important matters of embailage to King Charles 
of France, and King Edward and Queen Ifabella of 
England '. 

The lait tribute I have to mention, as being gathered 
by titans tuial, is the ^nodal or catkedratkttm — " quod ^bau,. ai^ 
ep^copus ptr dicecejim ttmbuUms, in honorem cathedrte/iue 
ab ecclejiis coUigebat." It was not, however, under the 
former title, paid to the bi£hop alone, though to him 
alone due of common right. The archdeacon fometimes 
claimed it upon the plea of compofttion and prefcription. 
In the ConftUutiona of Giles de Bridport, bifhop of 
Sanim {A.D. mcclvi.), we read — " Capellani, perfome, vel cc.it.B.uH. 
vkarii eeciefiarum deb&nt fynodalia; fcilicet intra quin- " '^ 
decim die* quilibet capellanus folet dare archidiacono xii. 
denar, ad natale Domini." When the Jttana of tfic totintrs 
were fubjected to archidiaconal as well as epifcopal rule, 
and were minifterial to both alike, they probably re- 
ceived the/ynodaU of both. 

(') Ste a nodee of trann niMl «s reaxoeri o/mmey eolUt^d under 
the Brief for the redemption of eapSoet from the Turkt, Auffuft.lO, 
HDCLSx.-^Bppfll)>it. Sarnm Documenti. ,-. , 
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Of their being collectors of thefe tributary payments 
in the name and behalf of their diocefan, Uie proof is 
clear, from a document ftill extant, under the form of a 
commiffion irom the primate, during the vacancy of the 
fee of Chicheller, authorifmg the ntial trtan of Haliings 

K«nMit-a asi. to Collect them : — " CommiJJio facta per Matth. CatU. 

parkir. p.m.' Ar'c'pwn vacante fede Ckejir, dilecto Jibi in Xlo Thoma 
Svsayne cVUo rectori eccl. de Farleigk bttano rniaU bcca- 
natte de Hajiinges ad fmodalia per trEtanatttmyuum qffig- 
nata coUigend. intra feJJum S. Luca Evang. {dat. 18. SejA. 
MDLxviii.) — Ag£un, among the duties of the bf canal office 
of the diocefe of Chelier, it is noticed, in a patent of our 
apptnbix (N". V. Chefter PiUents), as incumbent on the 
patentee — " Procurationes ratione mjitationit et flno- 
dalia ratione ^noAorum nojirorum, de tempore in tempits 
debit, nomine nojiro petend. ef exigend. Recufantea verd 
procuratioues kujttfmodi/olvere per legittmajitrit remedia 
compellend. el coercend." See alfo in the 0ppenbfx (Dio- 
cefe of Iiincoln), " Commijffio ad audtendum Ralioctnia de 
reditibiu arcMdiacon^ius vacantis," N", vii. 

^/t^worfW, The bean' of the beams of the city of Norwich, 
Mr. Blomefield informs us, deputed his sub-bean to eol- 
fec( the JynodaU, procurations, &c. for him ; he being 
anfwerable to the archdeacon for 16«. fynodalt every 

(■) A.D. HccLXsxvi. The tltxii of the bniiTS of tlie city of Xorwich 
was cominitted to cuftody, oa one occafioo, by the itineraDt juHices, for 
ex&ctlng hallidayi loll by his ffuib-lltan, in loo high a roacner ; bat on 
his proiin^ that he took of every great boat that came up to the city oa 
a holyday Id. only, and of each fmall one a ha^enny; of every carl 
Id, and of every horfe or man laden, an Aoir^nny; and of all bakers, 
btttdiefB, and filhmongers, that fold their commodiliea on a bolyday. Id. 
eadi ; aad that his predeceflbn always had immemorially t«ken it ; he 
was difchai^^ ^ 
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Eafter, and as much every Michaelmas ; which he was 
to receive for him of the clergy of his iitanrg, eftimated 
at 20s. The bean of Taverharo paid to the archdeacon 
20s. at Eafter and Michaelmas ; the fynodcda, due at 
each feafon, from each church, being 6d. It feems, 
alfo, from the account of the other rural Seanrfes of Nor- 
folk, that it was the office of the fteans to collect thefe ™''"i^"'- 
and other dues from the churches of their refpective 
beanries. 

That Irians raral did not always act honeltly in their 
vocation ofjynodal collectors, may be inferred from the 
twenty-firft canon of the provincial council of Dublin 
(^£>. McccxLvm.) — " SlfUidmus qudd illi, fui liiCBnos ru- cc.u.B.tiH. 
rails eligunt, pro hujufmodi ttetanfB raralftus,^ in officio " "' ^ 
mdeverjati fuerint, feu de perquifitis et fynodalibus loci 
dicecefano minimi fatisfecerint, pro iUia rejpondeanl etfatif- 
faciant competenter, et ji per mimjirum fuerit iniliatus, 
qudd ipfo r^pondeat pro affumpto." 

The council of Augsburg (^A.D. mdcx.) under Bifhop cc. Gtrma«ia,, 
Henry & KnSringen bids tteans rural to be feithiul in col- ''*'^ 
lecting caihedraiica, Jirjl-fruits, and fubfidiea of charity 
— ** Ad cathedraticum, primaries fructus, fubfidia chari- 
tativa, et id genus alia quod attinet, Secanus cum came- 
rariofe in illis more anttquo colligendis, fideles preejient, 
addild etiam, fi opus fuerit, ne ecclefia veteri fuo jure 
privetur, arrejlatione" And nearly the fame words 
appear in an earlier council of Conftance {A.D. mdlsvii.) 
under Cardinal Sitic. See ^pptnbix. Continental Docu- 
ments, diocefes of Augsburg and Conftance. 

Another epifcopal tribute, denominated Pentecojlals, 
or Whitfun-fartkings (fo called from the ufual time of 
payment), was, probably, alfo collected by the beans rural, 
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though no example thereof has occurred to my notice. 
eibftn-i Cabx They were, at firft, oblatumf, but grew, by degrees, into 
wp. IX. P.9T6. fixed and certain payments, fi-om every pariih and every 
houfe in it. In fome cathedrals, ttam and prebendaries 
are entitled to receive thefe offerings ; and in others, 
again, they are padd to the archdeacons. See AyliJSe's 
Parergon I. C. A. p. 434. 
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